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“The belief in a supernatural source of evil is not necessary;

men alone are quite capable of every wickedness.”

Joseph Conrad

Under Western Eyes, 1911


Preface

The book you are about to read is unfinished. Every effort has been made to make it as complete as possible; however, as long as there are people on this earth, murder will continue. One of the earliest recorded murders took place when there were only four people on Earth—back in biblical times when Cain slew Abel.

Although the term “serial killer” is relatively new, the act is not. There have been serial killers almost as long as there have been people on Earth. In 144 BCE, Liu Pengli of China, nephew of the Han Emperor Jing, was crowned King of Jidong. Liu Pengli went out on marauding expeditions, with 20 to 30 slaves, murdering people and seizing their belongings just for sport. It wasn’t until the 29th year of his reign that the emperor learned of these atrocities. It was believed that Lin Pengli had probably murdered more than 100 people. The court requested that Liu Pengli be executed; however, the emperor could not bear to have his own nephew killed, so he made Liu Pengli a commoner and he was banished.

In the first century CE, there was a female poisoner named Locusta. It has been told down through the centuries that Locusta was hired by Agrippina the Younger to supply poison for the murder of Roman Emperor Claudius so Nero would become emperor. After Nero became emperor, he called upon Locusta for poison to murder Britannicus. Locusta was rewarded with a vast estate. When Nero fled 
 Rome and committed suicide; the new Emperor Galba ordered Locusta’s execution in his last year of reign, 69 CE.

In the 15th century, Gilles de Rais of France fought alongside Joan of Arc in several battles, but he also had a dark side, a hobby of Satanism and the rape and murder of children. Historians claim that he sexually assaulted and murdered at least 100 children, mainly boys, whom he abducted from the surrounding villages. He was executed by garrote and thrown onto a pyre, although his family was allowed to remove the body before the pyre was lit.

A serial killer, as defined by the FBI (Federal Bureau of Investigation), is typically an individual who has murdered three or more people over a period of more than a month, with significant down time (or a cooling-off period) between the murders, and whose motivation for killing is largely based on psychological gratification. Serial killers tend to prey on the most vulnerable, i.e., prostitutes, the homeless, hitchhikers, and runaways due to the fact that they are easily accessible and will not be missed quickly. They also prey on those who are the easiest to overpower and control, i.e., children, women, and the elderly.

To most people, the term “serial killer” has a spine-chilling effect with pictures of monsters, vampires, and werewolves. But serial killers do not resemble those creatures; they look like your next-door neighbor, your doctor, your friend, your husband (or wife), or your son or daughter. As Ted Bundy said, “We serial killers are your sons, we are your husbands, and we are everywhere. And there will be more of your children dead tomorrow.”

You are about to enter the world of serial killers, a journey to the very bowels of Hell. These are the monsters of your worst nightmare. They not only murder; they rape, humiliate, torture, and mutilate. Their names are not Frankenstein, Dracula, Wolfman, the Mummy, Nosferatu, or the Boogeyman. They have names like Bill, Jim, Joe, Bob, Tom, or Ted; or they can be Matthew, Mark, Luke, or 
 John. They may also be Juan, Hiroshi, Moses, Nikolai, Bai, Sergei, Marco, Armad, Mohammed, Vladimir, or Tsutomu. They come in all colors and races.

They can be someone you pass on the street, someone sitting at a table next to you in a restaurant, or someone you pass at the mall. They can be someone you know. They can even be a relative.

Some believe that serial killers are not born; they are made by negative circumstances they encounter during their formative years. John Douglas, retired, of the Investigative Support Unit of the FBI and world-famous profiler says: “ . . . criminals are more ‘made’ than ‘born’ which means that somewhere along the line, someone who provided a profound negative influence could have provided a profound positive one instead . . . what we need more of is love. This is not simplistic; it’s at the very heart of the issue.” Others believe that serial killers are just born “evil.”

Serial killers are not just a western problem, as some countries like to believe, they are a problem on every continent, except Antarctica, as you will see.
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.22 Caliber Killer

Christopher, Joseph


.22 Caliber Killer/Midtown Slasher
 
 Christopher, Joseph
 (July 26, 1955 – March 1, 1993) was a serial killer from Buffalo, New York.

Christopher developed a deep hatred of African Americans. The reason is unknown. His first murder was on September 22, 1980, when he was 25 years old. He shot African American men while they were going about their normal daily routines. He struck in the middle of the day and into the night. About halfway through his rampage, he changed his method of murder from a pistol to a knife, stabbing his victims to death and cutting out the hearts of two.

Christopher may not have been caught if he had not attacked a fellow GI at his army base, which resulted in his arrest. Investigators searched his apartment and found sufficient evidence to link Christopher to three of the murders.

In 1982, he was convicted of first-degree murder and sentenced to 60 years. He was serving his time at Great Meadow Correctional Facility in Comstock, New York, when he died of a rare form of male breast cancer on March 1, 1993.


.22 Caliber Killer
 aka Perrone, Salvatore E
 . (c. 1949) murdered three businessmen in Brooklyn, New York, in 2012. 
 Mohamed Gebeli, age 65, was shot in the neck and died inside Valentino Fashion in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, on July 6. On August 2, Isaac Kadare, age 59, was stabbed in the neck and then shot in the head at a store called Amazing 99 Cent and Up Deals in Bensonhurst, Brooklyn. On the following Friday, Rahmatollah Vahidipour, age 78, was shot to death inside the She She Boutique in the Prospect-Lefferts neighborhood in Brooklyn. The police determined that the same .22 caliber pistol had been used to murder all three men. A reward of $22,000 was offered in each of the three murders.

On November 20, 2012, Salvatore E. Perrone, age 63, was arrested in connection with these murders after ballistic tests proved that the .22 caliber rifle found in his duffle bag at his girlfriend’s house was the murder weapon. Perrone was an independent men’s and women’s clothing salesman to boutiques in Brooklyn. Perrone was tried and convicted of three murders and received a sentence of life in prison. He is currently at the Otis Bantum Correctional Center at Clinton, New York.


.22 Caliber Killers
 aka Lewingdon, Gary James
 (February 14, 1940 – October 24, 2004) and Lewingdon, Thaddeus
 (September 22, 1936 – April 17, 1989) were brothers who spent most of the year 1978 committing murders when they invaded the homes and work places of their victims in the Columbus, Ohio, area.

On December 10, 1977, the brothers murdered Joyce Vermillion, age 37, and Karen Dodrill, age 33, outside the rear door of Forkers Cafe in Newark, Ohio. Police recovered several .22 caliber shell casings in the snow near the frozen bodies.

On February 12, 1978, Robert “Mickey” McCann, age 52, his mother Dorothy Marie McCann, age 77, and Christine Herdman, age 26, McCann’s girlfriend, were found murdered in the McCann home in Franklin County. 
 Each had been shot multiple times around the face and head. Again, shell casings from a .22 caliber weapon were found.

On April 8, Jenkin T. Jones, age 77, was shot to death in his home in Granville, Ohio. He had been shot mostly in the head, but there were other wounds on his body. His four dogs were also killed. Again, .22 caliber shell casings were found.

On April 30, another man, Reverend Gerald Fields, was murdered while at work as a part-time security guard in Fairfield County. Ballistic tests proved that the same weapon(s) were used in all of the murders.

On May 21, Jerry and Martha Martin, both in their 50s, were murdered in their home in Franklin County. Both had been shot multiple times in the head. Shell casings from a .22 caliber weapon were found.

On December 4, Joseph Annick, age 56, was shot and killed in his garage. A different .22-caliber gun was used in this murder.

The police had no motives and no suspects until Gary Lewingdon was caught using one of the victim’s credit cards at a local department store on December 14, 1978 and was arrested. Gary soon confessed to police that he and his brother were responsible for the ten murders.

After the first murders, Claudia Yasko, age 26, confessed to police that she had witnessed the murders and that her boyfriend and a friend of his were the persons responsible. The three were arrested and charged with the murders of Vermillion and Dodrill. Yasko’s reason for confessing is unknown. After the Lewingdons were arrested and confessed, Yasko, along with her boyfriend and his friend, were released and the charges against them were dropped.

Thaddeus Lewingdon was found guilty of murdering Vermillion, Dodrill, and Jones. He received three life sentences. He died of lung cancer in April 17, 1989.

Gary Lewingdon was found guilty of eight murders and sentenced to eight terms of life. He was transferred to a 
 state hospital for the criminally insane, but was returned to the Southern Ohio Correctional Facility in Lucasville after he attempted an escape while at the state hospital. He died of heart failure on October 24, 2004.
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60 Freeway Slayer

Hill, Ivan J.


60 Freeway Slayer
 aka Hill, Ivan J.
 (b. March 30, 1961) was a serial killer in the Los Angeles, California area in 1993-94. He was charged with murder in 2003 after DNA evidence linked him to the murders of six prostitutes: Donna L. Goldsmith, age 35, of Montclair; Roxanne Bates, age 31, of Montclair; Helen Ruth Hill, age 36, of Pomona; Cheryl Sayers, age 34, of Ontario; Betty Sue Harris, age 37, of Pomona; and Debra Denice Brown, age 33, of Los Angeles. At the time he was charged with the murders, he was in prison serving time for robbery, attempted robbery, and assault with a deadly weapon.

Ivan J. Hill was convicted of the murders and on March 21, 2007, was sentenced to death. He is currently at San Quentin Prison in California.

Note: On March 13, 2019, Governor Gavin Newsom ordered a moratorium on executions in California.


ABC Serial Killer / Atteridgeville Mutilator / Boksburg Killer / Cleveland Killings
 aka Sithole, Moses
 (b. November 17, 1964) was a serial killer in the Gauteng Province of South Africa. In the Johannesburg suburb of Boksburg, South Africa, a rabbit hunter discovered the bodies of ten women. Some had recently been killed and some were very decomposed. The field was in the area of a prison and some old, closed gold mines. The FBI, Scotland Yard, and Interpol were called in to help. Robert Ressler, formerly of the FBI and founder of the Violent Criminal 
 Apprehension Program, believed the killer was a black male, somewhere in the range of 25 – 35 years old, a smart dresser, had a flashy car, and could charm his victims into his vehicle. Ressler did not believe the killings were tied to any “religious cult” or the work of “witch doctors.”

Could these killings have any connection to the Atteridgeville killings (14 women and one child) near Pretoria, or the Cleveland killings (15 bodies were found) just east of Johannesburg? Yes, in fact they did.

Moses Sithole was born in Vosloorus in what is now Gauteng Province. After his father died, his mother was unable to provide for the children and left them at the local police station. The children were placed in an orphanage in the Province of KwaZulu Natal. Moses Sithole ran away after three years due to the systematic abuse. He found work in the local gold mines. He became sexually active at an early age. Moses was a handsome and charming man who could entice women into his vehicle easily.

The date of his first rape is unknown; however, his first recorded rape was in September, 1987. His victim was Patricia Khumalo, who testified at his murder trial in 1997. One of his victims, Buyiswa Doris Swakamisa, made a police report of her rape. Sithole was arrested and found guilty in 1989. He was jailed in Boksburg Prison, but was released early on good behavior. Then the killings began.

In the spring of 1995, in and around Atteridgeville, authorities found the bodies of 14 women and a child who had been raped and murdered. In the Cleveland area of Johannesburg, 15 bodies were found. The killings in Atteridgeville, Boksburg, and Cleveland were tied together by authorities. Police investigators in the Johannesburg area believe there are undoubtedly more bodies that have not been found.

Sithole was arrested in August 1995. On December 5, 1997, Moses Sithole was found guilty of the 38 murders, 40 rapes, and six robberies. He was sentenced to 50 years 
 on each murder count, 12 years for each of the 40 rapes, and five years in prison for each of six robberies—a total of 2,410 years. He must serve at least 930 years before being eligible for parole. He is incarcerated at C-Max, the maximum-security section of Pretoria Central Prison.


Abdallah al Hubal,
 (c. 1955 – August 16, 1998) is Yemen’s only known serial killer. He began his series of murders in south Yemen about 1989. He is known to have murdered at least 12 people during the period of 1989 – 1998. Police trapped him in the town of Beit al-Fakieh, west of the capital city of Sanaa, after he had murdered a couple and then murdered three more to silence them about the double murder. He was shot to death after he killed an officer and wounded three others.


Abdullah Shah
 (1965 – April 20, 2004) was a serial killer in Afghanistan who served under Zardan Khan during the civil war in Afghanistan. Together, Shah and Khan robbed and murdered travelers who were traveling the road from Kabul and Jalalabad. They are known to have murdered at least 20 people, including one of Shah’s wives.

Shah was convicted in October 2002 after nine people testified against him, including another wife he had tried to set on fire. Bodies of some victims were found in a Paghman well. Abdullah Shah was sentenced to death. On April 20, 2004, the execution was carried out by a gunshot to the back of his head.


Abel, Wolfgang
 (b. January 3, 1959) was born in Dusseldorf, West Germany and Furlan, Mario
 (b. April 1, 1960) was born in Padua, Italy. They began their murders in August 1977 in Italy.

They burned a gypsy drug addict alive; in Padua, they stabbed a casino worker to death; in Venice, they beat and stabbed a homosexual waiter 34 times; in Vicenza, they 
 axed a prostitute to death; and they crushed the skulls of two priests with a hammer. In Verona, they burned a sleeping hitchhiker to death. They murdered a homosexual priest in Trento with a nail hammered into his head, and then they hammered a chisel with a wooden cross on it into his head.

At each crime scene, they left a leaflet headed with the name “Ludwig” over a Nazi eagle and a swastika. The leaflet had a slogan for each murder and the reasons for the killing. The victims were chosen for any reason Abel and Furlan could think of, such as they were homosexual, prostitutes, sub-human, etc.

Abel and Furlan were caught dousing the carpet and furniture with gasoline in a crowded discotheque in Castiglione delle Stiviere, on March 3, 1984, and charged with 27 counts of murder which began in 1977 and continued until 1984 when they were arrested.

They spent almost two years in jail before their trial began in December 1986 and ended in January 1987. They were found guilty of only ten of the murders and sentenced to 30 years in prison. They were released on bail pending their appeals and immediately left the area; Abel moved to Mestrino and was recaptured there. Furlan traveled to Casale de Scodosia, and then he fled the country. He was recaptured in Crete under a false name in May 1995 and returned to Italy.

The appeals court sentenced them each to 27 years in prison. On November 12, 2010, Mario Furlan was released on probation for good behavior. Wolfgang Able was freed on November 4, 2016.


Ables, Tony
 (December 28, 1954) was a serial killer in the state of Florida, who was charged with three murders and convicted of two. Authorities believe he may have committed more murders.

Ables began running away from home at age 13 and would often stay away for months. In 1971, he was charged 
 with first-degree murder, at age 16, and was given a life sentence. He was released after serving only 12 years.

In 1983, police found 84-year-old Adeline McLaughlin’s body in her apartment at the retirement community where she lived in downtown St. Petersburg, Florida. Her apartment had been burglarized. She had been sexually assaulted and died of choking and asphyxiation— smothered with a pillow. Her case remained unsolved. In the late 1990s, police submitted DNA samples for testing, but received no positive feedback. Her case was getting colder.

In 1987, Deborah Kisor, age 31, who was a mental patient, was assaulted and strangled. Her partially clothed body was found in the woods by a group of children who were playing near Roser Park. Police said that her being a mental patient and involved with Ables complicated the case, which was unsolved.

In the meantime, Ables had several arrests for petty crimes. In 1990, he was arrested and charged with the first-degree murder of his girlfriend, Marlene Burns, age 48, who was beaten to death on June 4, 1990. Ables was convicted of this murder and sentenced to life in prison on May 11, 1992. Being a convicted felon, he had to submit a tissue sample for DNA testing. The DNA testing revealed that DNA found on the bodies of McLaughlin and Kisor matched Ables’ DNA.

Tony Ables was taken to the Pinellas County jail on December 5, 2006, and charged with Adeline McLaughlin’s first-degree murder. He was convicted and sentenced to life. He is currently at the Lake Correctional Institute in Clermont, Florida.


Accra Strangler
 aka Quansah, Charles Kwabena Ebo
 (b. 1964) was convicted of murdering at least nine women between 1993 and 2000 in the Accra, Ghana, area.

Quansah had a criminal record, having served time in prison for rape in 1986. After his release, he was arrested 
 and convicted of another rape, which occurred in 1987, and served three years. He was arrested for a robbery in 1996 and served his sentence at Nsawam Medium Prison near Accra.

In February 2000, he was arrested for the murder of Joyce Boateng, his girlfriend. While still in custody, he was charged with the murder of Akua Serwaa, who had been strangled and left near Kumasi Sports Stadium on January 19, 1996. He then confessed to the murders of nine women who had been murdered by strangulation. There had been 34 strangulation murders attributed to a serial killer. Quansah was a suspect in all of these murders.

His trial began on July 11, 2002, at the High Court Criminal Sessions in Accra. He was convicted of these murders and sentenced to death by hanging. He has vehemently denied he is responsible for these murders. He claims that his confession was the result of being tortured while in police custody.


Acid Bath Murder/Vampire Killer/Vampire of London
 aka Haigh, John George
 (July 24, 1909 – August 10, 1949) was raised in a very austere home by parents who were members of the Plymouth Brethren, an extremely conservative and anti-modern Protestant sect. He lived within the confines of the home and garden which his father had fenced to keep the world at bay. He won a scholarship to Queen Elizabeth Grammar School due to his proficiency at the piano, which he learned at home. He later won a scholarship to Wakefield Cathedral. He had several jobs after finishing school: apprentice motor engineer, insurance, and advertising. In 1930, he was suspected of stealing from a cash box and was fired from his job. In 1934, he married Beatrice “Betty” Hammer. The marriage did not last and shortly after he was jailed for fraud. Betty was pregnant and gave birth while Haigh was in prison. She gave the baby up for adoption
 .

After he was released from prison he worked as a chauffeur for a young, wealthy owner of amusement parlors named William McSwan. He used his mechanical skills to maintain the machines. Losing that job, he became a bogus solicitor and was arrested for fraud. This would be his life for several years, continually being jailed for fraud. When he was free, he went back to defrauding and was sent back to prison. While in prison, he dreamed up a method of committing the perfect murder, or so he thought. He believed that if there was no body, he could not be charged with murder. He discovered that using sulfuric acid would dissolve a body by testing it on mice, which took only 30 minutes to dissolve.

Soon after his release in 1943, he ran into his old employer and friend, William McSwan. McSwan disappeared on September 6, 1944. Haigh put McSwan’s body into a 40-gallon drum and poured concentrated sulphuric acid into the drum. In just two days, the body had become sludge and he disposed of it down a manhole. McSwan’s parents, Donald and Amy, became concerned when they hadn’t heard from him. Haigh told them that McSwan had fled to Scotland to avoid being called up for military service. When the war came to an end in 1945 and McSwan did not return from Scotland, his parents again questioned Haigh. He murdered the McSwans and disposed of their bodies by putting them in drums with sulphuric acid. He collected the McSwans’ pension checks, sold their properties, and moved to Onslow Court Hotel in Kensington. He rented a workshop in Crawley, West Sussex.

Two years later, Haigh was out of money, due to his gambling. He murdered another couple, Dr. Archibald Henderson and his wife Rose, by shooting them both in the head, and disposed of their bodies in the drums with sulphuric acid and left them at his workshop. He forged a letter from them and sold all of their possessions. One of the residents at the Onslow Court Hotel was Olive 
 Durand-Deacon, a widow. Haigh, who was now posing as an engineer, was very interested in the woman after she told him of her idea for artificial fingernails. He invited her down to his workshop on February 18, 1949, shot her in the back of the head, and put her body in a drum with sulphuric acid. He took all of her valuables, including a Persian lamb coat. She was reported missing two days later by a friend.

During their investigations, detectives discovered Haigh’s record of theft and fraud and searched his workshop. They found a receipt from a dry cleaner for the cleaning of Mrs. Durand-Deacon’s Persian lamb coat, plus papers referring to the Hendersons and the McSwans.

In the drums stored at the workshop, Keith Simpson, a pathologist, discovered three human gallstones and part of a denture. A dentist identified the denture as belonging to Mrs. Durand-Deacon.

After his arrest, Haigh confessed to the killing of Mrs. Durand-Deacon, the Hendersons, and the McSwans. He also confessed to murdering three others—a young man, a girl from Eastbourne, and a woman from Hammersmith. Haigh asked one of the investigators, “What are the chances of getting out of Broadmoor?” (Broadmoor is a high security psychiatric hospital.)

At his trial, Haigh pleaded “insanity” to the murders, claiming he drank the victims’ blood. The jury took a very short time to find John George Haigh guilty. He was sentenced to death. On August 10, 1949, Haigh was led to the gallows by Executioner Albert Pierrepoint and hanged.


Acres Homes Killer
 aka McWilliams, LaMarques Devon
 (b. October 17, 1975) murdered at least six women in the area of the Acres Homes in Houston, Texas, in the years 2000 – 2008. He was caught due to his own stupidity.

On August 26, 2009, McWilliams abducted a woman and placed her in the trunk of his car. He was driving to a secluded area where he could rape and murder the woman 
 when his car became mired in the mud on a dirt road. He could not free the car on his own, so he released the woman from the trunk and put her behind the wheel so he could push the car out of the mud. Sure enough, he pushed the car free of the mud and the woman drove away, leaving McWilliams in the mud. McWilliams was arrested shortly afterward.

He was convicted and sentenced to life in prison without the possibility of parole for the murder of Pamela Gross. He is currently housed at the McConnell Prison in Beeville, Texas.


Adams, John Bodkin
 (January 21, 1899 – July 4, 1983) was a general practitioner in Britain and is strongly suspected of being a serial killer. During the late 1940s to the mid-1950s, more than 160 of his patients died under questionable circumstances, and of those, more than 130 left money or property to Adams in their last wills and testaments. Many of these patients had been given “special injections” which he refused to name to the nurses caring for these patients, and the nurses were asked to leave the room before the injections were given. He also isolated the patients from their relatives, making it difficult for relatives to visit.

Finally on July 23, 1956, police received an anonymous call about the death of a friend, Gertrude Hullett, who had died very unexpectedly while being treated by Dr. Adams. An investigation found that there were many suspicious deaths. Police went to Adams’ house to look for morphine, heroin, pethidine and “the like.” Adams told authorities that he kept none of these drugs at his home. When asked to see his Dangerous Drugs Register, a record of drugs ordered and drugs used, Dr. Adams replied that he kept no such register. By mid-December, authorities had enough evidence in the deaths of Clara Neil Miller, who died on February 22, 1954; Julia Bradnum, who died on May 11, 1952; Edith Alice 
 Morrell, who died on September 13, 1950; and Gertrude Hullet, who died on July 23, 1956. Adams was arrested on December 19, 1956.

He was subsequently tried for only one murder—that of Edith Alice Morrell. It is now evident that the prosecution did not have a very good case against Adams. The testimonies from the nurses who tended to Edith Alice Morrell varied greatly and the prosecution’s two expert medical witnesses gave differing opinions. On April 2, 1957, after deliberation for only 44 minutes, the jury found John Bodkin Adams not guilty.

Adams resigned from the National Health Service and was convicted on July 26, 1957, of eight counts of forging prescriptions, four counts of making false statements on cremation forms, and three offenses under the Dangerous Drugs Act. He was fined £2,400 ($3650 US) plus costs of £457 ($695 US). His license to prescribe dangerous drugs was revoked and he was struck from the Medical Register. John Adams died on July 4, 1983, from a chest infection which developed after he fell and fractured his hip.


Adorno, George
 (b. 1959) had been arrested 16 times before age 15. In the mid-1970s, in New York City, he murdered four people, including a triple homicide during a robbery. At his trial in 1977, the judge threw out the triple homicide, and Adorno pleaded guilty to killing a black law student and was sentenced to 15 years to life. He was paroled on November 9, 2009. His two accomplices, also teenagers, were Mark Davis
 and Calvin Gaddy
 , who received identical sentences.


Aiutino, Vincenzo
 (b. March 10, 1970) was born in Zofingen, Switzerland. His father was an Italian mason who paid very little, if any, attention to Vincenzo. His family moved to Belgium when he was a small boy. He was a serial killer in the northeastern region of France
 .

When he was just four years old, Vincenzo witnessed his father rape his sister, who was only seven years old at the time.

In 1985, he was working for a construction company when he exposed himself to a woman; he was fired and put into a psychiatric institution. He continued to expose himself after his release and was arrested. He was sentenced to three years plus an additional year on a farm. He married Marie-Antoinette Calla while he was in prison.

Isabelle Le Nenan, age 20, left her work at Bis Agency to meet a friend for dinner on August 6, 1991. She had walked as far as the Auchan hypermarket in Mont-Saint-Martin where she met a man who asked if she would help him carry a heavy object. She was never seen again. He had exposed himself to her and attempted to rape her. Two hunters found a naked body in the woods that was in an advanced state of decomposition. The body was identified as Isabelle Le Nenan from her jewelry. An autopsy revealed that she had died of a skull fracture.

Isabelle Christophe, age 21, worked as a cashier at the Auchen hypermarket in Mont-Saint-Martin on August 6, 1991. As she started home, she was met by a man who asked her to help him. He took her to the cellar of the building where he was working and raped her. He then strangled her and hit her with an iron rod. Police began searching for sex offenders in that neighborhood and made note of four men, including Aiutino, who was a mason working at the construction site near the hypermarket. Aiutino was questioned but was released due to lack of evidence.

Aiutino was repairing a tire from the car of Bernadette Bour, age 40, on February 25, 1992. She went to the basement to wash her dirty hands and Aiutino followed her. He raped her and then beat her to death with an iron bar. Since this murder had taken place near Aiutino’s home, the police wanted to question him but he had fled
 .

The Belgian police arrested Aiutino at his father’s house and he confessed to his crimes, and told police that he had not killed anyone and that his father had murdered the women. This delayed his extradition to France where penalties were more severe.

He was extradited to France in 1993 and accused his brother of the murders. He was convicted of the murder of Bernadette Bour and sentenced to 18 years in prison. He is presently at a prison in Nancy, France.


Akin, Joseph Dewey
 (b. 1956) worked at Cooper Green Hospital in Birmingham, Alabama. He was charged in 1992 with the murder of Robert J. Price, to whom he supposedly gave an overdose of lidocaine, and was convicted. On appeal, his conviction was overturned. In his next trial, the jury was unable to reach a verdict. Another retrial was scheduled for March 1998, but two months before it was to begin, Akin pleaded guilty to manslaughter and was sentenced to 15 years. Officials suspected Akin of being responsible for as many as 100 deaths in different institutions throughout Alabama and Georgia, but their investigations were thwarted by hospital officials and he was never charged.


Akinmurele, Stephen
 (March 16, 1977 – August 28, 1999) was of Nigerian descent. He was a robber and a serial killer whose victims were pensioners in the coastal resort town of Blackpool in Lancashire County and Ballasalla on the Isle of Man. He robbed and murdered at least five, one man and four women. Akinmurele lived in both of these towns at the times of the murders.

In May 1995, Marjorie Ashton, age 72, was strangled in her home in Ballasalla on the Isle of Man.

In February 1996, Dorothy Harris, age 68, was also murdered in the town of Ballasalla. Dorothy, who was deaf and partially blind, died in a house fire
 .

On October 30, 1998, Eric Boardman, age 77, and his wife Joan, age 74, were murdered in their home near Blackpool. Their bodies were discovered by one of their daughters. Mr. Boardman had suffered head, neck, and facial injuries and Joan had suffered neck injuries. They had both been strangled.

Also, during the month of October, another pensioner and Akinmurele’s former landlady, Jemmimah Cargill, age 75, died in a fire in her flat in Blackpool.

Akinmurele was arrested on November 1, 1998 and charged with the murder of the Boardmans. On November 6, he was charged with the murder of his former landlady, Jemmimah Cargill, and on November 10, he was charged with the murder of Dorothy Harris. On December 11, Akinmurele was charged with the murder of Marjorie Ashton.

Stephen Akinmurele would not wait for his trial; he was found hanging in his prison cell on August 28, 1999.


Alabama Axe Murders
 began in November 1919. Residents of Birmingham, Alabama were terrorized by axe-wielding Blacks who brutally murdered at least 15 and left others horribly injured. The victims were mostly immigrant merchants on the outer areas of the city. The victims were attacked in their shops and then robbed by their assailants of money and merchandise.

The first attack occurred on November 28, 1919, with the murder and robbery of G. T. Ary. On December 24, John Belser became the second victim. The killers then were either satisfied for the time being or left the area, as the next attack did not occur until March 5, 1921, when J. J. Whittle was wounded in his shop.

Four months would elapse, and then on July 13, Charles Baldone, his wife, and his daughter were wounded in an attack. On August 17, H. I. Dorsky was wounded in an 
 attack at his shop. Mrs. Sam Zideman was attacked on September 6 and left for dead, but she lived.

Christmas of 1921 was not a very merry season. The killers struck again on December 21 and murdered Joseph Manione and his wife. That same afternoon, in Titusville, Mose Parker was murdered, the first Black to be killed.

The New Year did not offer any respite from the murders. On January 11, Clem Crawford and his wife were slaughtered. Tony and Rosa Lomio survived their attack two weeks later. There were no more murders for a while.

On June 3, 1922, the Lucia family was attacked by the killers; one was killed and two survived. On September 30, J. H. Seay was wounded. On November 6, Abraham Levine was not so lucky; he was murdered and his wife severely injured in the attack at their store.

The killings continued into the New Year. On January 10, Joseph Klein was murdered and his daughter wounded. Luigi and Josephine Vitellaro were mutilated and murdered two weeks later. In May, a man named Graffeo was slain. On October 22, the killers returned and slaughtered Elizabeth Romeo.

On January 6, 1924, the Birmingham police announced that five suspects had confessed to eight of the unsolved murders. They had been injected with sodium pentothal and told the truth. The five murderers were African American—Peyton Johnson, O’Delle Jackson, Pearl Jackson, John Reed,
 and Fred Glover.
 Supposedly, three other members, including the ringleader of the group, were at large and hiding in central Alabama.

In their original trials, Peyton Johnson, Pearl Jackson, and Odell Jackson, all received death sentences. Fred Glover was sentenced to 20 years. No court information is available on John Reed.

On appeal in 1925, Pearl and Odell Jackson were again given the death sentence. Johnson was sentenced to 10 years, and a new defendant, Ed “Bulls Eye” Jackson, was 
 sentenced to life in prison. Pearl and Odell were hanged on August 7, 1925.


Albanese, Charles
 (1946 – September 20, 1995) is a serial killer who used arsenic to poison members of his family. In Chicago, in the early 1980s, he slowly poisoned his father, Michael, his wife’s mother, Marion Mueller, and his wife’s grandmother, Mary Lambert. He wanted to inherit their money as he was thousands of dollars behind on his mortgage, loans, and child support. He was also convicted of the attempted murder of his brother. His father and brother owned and operated a very successful trophy manufacturing company and upon their deaths he would be the sole heir. Albanese was sentenced to death in 1982. He was finally executed by lethal injection on September 20, 1995, at Stateville Correctional Institution near Joliet, Illinois.


Albani, Adil
 (1983 – February 15, 2005) was wanted in the town of Baliwasan in the Philippines for the stabbing murders of at least four fishermen, including a boat captain, in 2004. He was also suspected of the murder of a Chinese businesswoman who was shot inside a motorized tricycle as she was on her way to work in Baliwasan Chico in October 2004.

Neighbors described Albani as notorious and said he boasted that he had an amulet that protected him from harm. He was gunned down on February 15, 2005, by an unnamed assailant.


Alegre, Patrice
 (b. June 20, 1968) was born in Haute-Garonne, France. His father, a policeman, was very strict and very violent with Alegre and his mother, who was a hairdresser. During his teens he began stealing cars, burglarizing, and selling drugs. He was a teenager with problems and was finally sent to a reformatory. He married 
 and has a daughter who was born in 1989. He and his wife separated in 1995.

On September 5, 1997, Patrice Alegre was arrested in Paris and charged with the rape and murder of six women between 1989 and 1997. He was also charged with one count of rape and attempted murder. He had traveled in Belgium, Germany, and Spain and may have killed others. It is said that Alegre knew all of his victims, three of whom were his neighbors.

On February 21, 2002, Patrice Alegre was sentenced to life imprisonment with no parole for 22 years.


Allam, Ibrahim Hamza
 murdered six people in Austria during 1977 – 1983. Two were murdered in anger and others for transportation when he stole their vehicles. He was sentenced to 20 years in 1986.


Allen, Arthur Leigh
 (December 18, 1933 – August 26, 1992) was the prime suspect in the Zodiac murders and the only suspect served with search warrants by police. He was never charged with any Zodiac-related crime, and his fingerprints did not match those left by the killer of taxicab driver Paul Stine. In 2002, DNA samples taken from saliva on the Zodiac’s stamps and envelopes were compared with Arthur Leigh Allen’s DNA, and the DNA of a former close friend of Allen’s named Don Cheney, who first identified Allen as the Zodiac Killer. Allen and Cheney were ruled out as the contributors of the DNA. It cannot be ascertained that the DNA on the stamps and envelopes was that of the Zodiac.

Allen was born in Honolulu, Hawaii, to Ethan and Bernice Allen. His father was a lieutenant in the navy and was stationed at Pearl Harbor when Japan bombed there on December 7, 1941. In 1943, the Allen family moved to Vallejo, California
 .

Arthur had an IQ of 137 (above average intelligence) and graduated from Vallejo High School in 1949. He attended Vallejo University and graduated in 1957, with a major in art and literature. He joined the navy but was dishonorably discharged on December 27, 1957. He then enrolled in California Polytechnic State University, received an undergraduate degree in teaching in 1960, and got a job at Santa Rosa Elementary School in Atascadero, then worked as a nurse at Atascadero State Hospital during the summer of 1962. In 1963, Allen was a teacher at Travis Elementary and was fired for having firearms in his car on school grounds. Between 1966 and 1968, Allen was teaching at Valley Springs Elementary School in Valley Springs. He was fired and arrested for molesting a female student. During the ensuing years, he worked part-time at a gas station and was fired because of his alcoholism, and worked as a janitor at Elmer Cave Elementary School in Vallejo. He went back to college at Sonoma State University and graduated with a bachelor’s degree in 1974. In September of that year, Allen was arrested and charged with the molestation of a young boy, to which he pleaded guilty, and was sent to Atascadero State Hospital. He was released on parole in 1977. On June 25, 1978, he found a job at a local hardware store and remained employed there until his death of kidney failure on August 26, 1992.

Arthur became a suspect in the serial killer Zodiac investigation after his alleged conversation with co-worker Donald Cheney on either January 1, 1968 or 1969 (Cheney was inconsistent with the date) in which he told of his idea for a book about a killer who would call himself Zodiac and kill people in lovers’ lanes using a weapon with a flashlight attached to it and would write letters to the police to taunt them. He supposedly also told Cheney the Zodiac would shoot children when they exited school buses, and get women to stop on the freeway by driving alongside and 
 indicating they had a problem with one of their tires. The Zodiac actually did or threatened to do all of these things.

There is no proof that this conversation between Allen and Cheney actually took place, only Cheney’s statements to the Manhattan Beach Police Department with the inconsistency in the date that the conversation took place. Manhattan Beach Police forwarded their report on this conversation to the San Francisco Police Department, who in turn questioned Allen. Without any reference by the police to the Zodiac Lake Berryessa attack on September 27, 1969, Allen claimed that the bloody knives he had in his car on that day had been used to kill chickens. When asked if he had ever read the book The Most Dangerous Game,
 referred to by Zodiac in his coded message mailed on July 31, 1969, to the Vallejo
 Times-Herald
 and postmarked in San Francisco, California, he said that he had and that it had made an impression on him. Police never found any physical evidence to prove that Allen was the Zodiac killer and the Vallejo Police Department chose not to press any charges against Allen despite finding firearms in his home during the 1991 search. Since Allen was a convicted felon, possession of these firearms was a felony. Allen’s fingerprints did not match those found at the Paul Stine murder scene, nor was his handwriting the same as that in Zodiac’s correspondence. In 2002, DNA recovered from a stamp on one of the Zodiac letters failed to match Allen›s DNA profile.


Allen, Howard Arthur
 (b. February 10, 1949) is a burglar and arsonist. He is also a serial killer who murdered three elderly women during a robbery in their homes.

Opal Cooper, age 85, was beaten to death by Allen during a robbery in her home in August 1974. Allen was charged with her murder, but the charge was reduced to manslaughter. Allen was sentenced to a term of 2 – 21 years. He was paroled in January 1985
 .

On May 18, 1987, Allen robbed the home of a woman, age 73, who was choked and beaten. She survived.

On May 20, Allen robbed the home of Laverne Hale, age 87. She was choked and beaten. She died nine days later.

On June 2, he burglarized the home of an elderly man. Fortunately, the man was not at home at the time. Allen set the house on fire.

On July 14, during the robbery of her home Ernestine Griffin, age 73, she was stabbed with a butcher knife and beaten with the toaster. His proceeds from this robbery and murder were a camera and $15.

Allen was arrested on August 24 and charged with battery, burglary, and unlawful confinement. Later, he was charged with the murder of Ernestine Griffin, plus arson and burglary.

Howard Arthur Allen was found guilty of Ernestine Griffin’s murder and sentenced to death. He was also found guilty of burglary and felony battery for the May 18, 1987, incident and sentenced to 88 years.

On appeal, Allen was sentenced to 60 years. His earliest possible release date is April 23, 2035.


Allen, Michael
 (b. 1972) aka Fat Rat
 and Johnson, Cleamon
 (b. 1969) aka Big Evil
 were members of the Bloods
 street gang and are suspected of somewhere in the neighborhood of 60 murders in the 1990s in Los Angeles. They both were sentenced to death on two counts of murder in 1997. They are currently on California’s death row at San Quentin Prison, San Quentin, California.


Alligator Man / Butcher of Elmendorf
 / Bluebeard of South Texas
 aka Ball, Joseph D.
 (January 7, 1896 – September 24, 1938) is a serial killer who is thought to have murdered as many as 20 women in the 1930s.

After serving his country on the front lines in Europe during World War I and providing illegal liquor during 
 Prohibition, he opened a saloon, the Sociable Inn, in Elmendorf, Texas. Out back he built a pond where he put five live alligators and charged his patrons to see them, especially during feeding time. The food was mostly live cats and dogs.

Women began to be reported missing—Joe’s wife, barmaids, and former girlfriends of Joe’s. When Bexar County Sheriff’s deputies came to question him on September 23, 1938, Ball pulled a handgun from his cash register and killed himself with a bullet through the heart. There has never been any firm evidence that Ball killed the 20 women, or that the alligators actually ate any of his victims.


Alphabet Murders / Double Initial Killer – California
 aka Naso, Joseph
 (b. January 7, 1934) was a series of murders in northern California during the period of 1977 – 1994. There may be others, considering the time span between some of the known murders.

Roxene Roggasch’s body was found on January 10, 1977, near Fairfax, California. She was 18 years old and had been strangled.

The body of Carmen Colon, age 22, was found along Carquinez Scenic Highway on August 13, 1978, about 30 miles from where Roggasch’s body was found.

In 1981, the body of Shariea Patton, age 56, was found on the banks of Tiburon Peninsula near Naval Net Depot.

Sarah Dylan (born Shapiro but changed her name to Dylan because she was such a devoted fan of Bob Dylan) was last seen at a Bob Dylan concert at the Warfield theater in San Francisco in May 1992. DNA tests were made of a skull found in 1998 in or near Nevada County, California. It was a match to Sarah Dylan’s mother.

The body of Pamela Parsons, age 38, was found in 1993 in Yuba County, California. She worked as a waitress at a 
 place near Cooper Avenue, close to where Naso lived at that time.

Tracy Tafoya’s body was found near Marysville Cemetery, in Yuba County, about one week after she was drugged, raped, and strangled.

Joseph Naso was arrested in April 2010 by Nevada parole and probation authorities. Authorities discovered a diary in which Naso had listed ten unnamed women with geographical locations. He was charged with the murders of Roxene Roggasch, Carmen Colon, Pamela Parsons, and Tracy Tafoya. Prosecutors introduced evidence tying Naso to the murders of Sariea Patton and Sarah Dylan.

On August 20, 2013, Naso was convicted by a Marin County jury of the murders and on November 22, 2013, was sentenced to death. He is currently serving his sentence at San Quentin State Prison.

Note: Joseph Naso was also a suspect in the Rochester, New York Alphabet Murders, but DNA retrieved from the California victims did not match the DNA taken in the New York victims.


Alston, Robert Sylvester
 (b. 1969) A Greensboro, North Carolina, man was already serving two life sentences for killing JoAnne Robinson and Lois Williams, when he admitted killing two more women: Sharon Miller, age 26, and Shameca Warren, age 19, between April 1991 and December 1993. In September 1998, he pleaded guilty to their murders and received two additional life sentences. Body parts were found in and around the city. The women had been kidnapped, raped, strangled, and dismembered. Alston refuses to disclose the location of other body parts.

He is currently incarcerated at the Columbus Correctional Institution in Brunswick, North Carolina.


Amagasaki Serial Killer / Piranha Family
 aka Sumida, Miyoko
 (1948 – December 12, 2012), and six others, 
 including her common-law husband, Yutaro Azumayori
 ; her sister-in-law, Mieko Sumida
 , age 59; her cousin, Masanori
 , age 38; her son, Yutaro Sumida
 , age 25; and daughter-in-law, Rui Sumida
 , age 27, murdered at least ten people between 2003 and 2011 to collect their pensions or insurance proceeds. The victims were beaten and allowed no food or water. They were handcuffed, locked in a shed on the balcony of Sumida’s apartment, and allowed to die from starvation or dehydration.

The body of Kazuko Oe, age 66, was found in a concrete-filled metal drum in a warehouse on November 9, 2011.

The body of Jiro Hashimoto, age 53, was found in a harbor in Okayama Prefecture. His body was also encased in concrete inside a metal drum in November 2011.

The mummified bodies of three people were found under the home of the grandmother of Sumida’s daughter-in-law on October 14 and 15, 2012—Mitsue Ando, age 71, of Amagasaki, was a partner of Sumida’s older brother; Mariko Nakashima, age 29, sister of Sumida’s daughter-in-law; Takashi Tanimoto, age 68, of Takamatsu, Kagawa Prefecture, whose older brother was a friend of Sumida’s.

Sumida’s husband, Hisayoshi Sumida, fell or jumped from a cliff in 2005. He was part of a group of nine people who had their photo taken with the cliff as a background. Some of those present told authorities that he was coerced into committing suicide. The family collected 90 million Yen ($833,000 US), plus they had a property mortgage written off.

Among the missing are Jiro Hashimoto’s mother; the brother of Miyoko Sumida’s adopted son, Kentaro; the woman who lived in the house where the bodies were discovered under the home; and the woman’s daughter. Mieko and Rui are being prosecuted for stealing 3.7 million Yen from the grandmother’s account
 .

On December 12, 2012, Miyoko Sumida committed suicide in her cell. Nothing has been found on the current status of the others who were indicted.


American Bluebeard
 aka Schmidt, Helmuth
 (July 4, 1876 – April 23, 1918) was a killer of immigrant women in the 1910s in the states of Missouri, New York, New Jersey, and Michigan. He is believed to have murdered more than 30 women using ads in the newspapers to lure young, lonely immigrant women to him. After making contact, he would murder them with poison at first opportunity. He was finally arrested in Royal Oak, Michigan on April 22, 1918, for the murder of Agnes Dominick. He never stood trial for this murder. He committed suicide in jail the next day, before the trial began.


Anchorage Serial Killer 2016
 aka Ritchie, James Dale
 (November 4, 1976 – November 12, 2016) was born and raised in the state of Alaska, and attended East Anchorage High School where he was a standout athlete. He played on the 1994 State Champion football and basketball teams along with future professional athletes Trajan Langdon and Mao Tosi. He scored 1200 on the SAT test for college. He was recruited by West Virginia University in Morgantown, West Virginia. He only attended classes for the first semester, before withdrawing and heading back to his home state.

Back in Alaska, he became involved in dog fighting and the drug trade. Over the following years, he was arrested a number of times on drug-related offenses. He was arrested in 2005 while committing a home invasion, and police found plastic handcuffs and two handguns in his possession. He served two years in prison and stayed in Alaska after his release. He acquired a Colt Python handgun. Before moving to Broadway, Virginia, where his parents were living, he loaned his handgun to an acquaintance. While in Virginia, 
 he stayed clear of the police except for a couple of moving violations. He and his girlfriend broke up and he returned to Alaska in March 2016. After moving into Airport Heights, he regained custody of his Colt Python. At some point, he moved to the Penland Parkway trailer park in Anchorage.

About 7:45 a.m., on July 3, 2016, two bodies lying together along the bike path near Ship Creed were discovered by a bicyclist. They were identified as Brianna Foisy, age 21, and Jason Netter Sr., age 41. It was not determined if there was a relationship between the two.

On July 29, shortly after 3:00 a.m., Treyveonkindell Thompson was shot multiple times while riding his bicycle home from work. Three girls spotted Ritchie lingering in the woods and heard the shots shortly after. They saw Ritchie grab Thompson’s bicycle and ride away on it. At the scene, witnesses gave enough details that a composite sketch was made of the suspect (who was later identified as James Ritchie). The Alaska State Lab determined that the gun used to kill Foisy and Netter was also the gun that killed Thompson.

In the wee hours of August 28, Ritchie shot Kevin Turner, age 34, and Bryant De Husson, age 25, in Valley of the Moon Park. A female walking through the park found De Husson’s body about 1:42 a.m. Police discovered Turner’s body under the pavilion in the park. Turner was a known homeless man who suffered from schizophrenia and bipolar disorder. It is believed that De Husson was taking a late-night ride on his new Schwinn bicycle when he interrupted Ritchie killing Turner. Again, the Alaska State Lab confirmed that the gun used to kill Foisy, Netter, and Thompson was used to kill Turner and De Husson.

The Anchorage Police Department released a warning that all citizens should avoid isolated places such as the bicycle/walking trail after dark. The FBI was called in to aid in the investigation. The FBI offered a $10,000 reward for information leading to the arrest and conviction of the 
 person responsible for Thompson’s murder. They did not disclose the fact that the same firearm was used to commit all of the murders.

Anchorage Police Officer Arn Salao was responding to an unrelated report when he spotted Ritchie walking down the street at 4:30 a.m. Salao pulled to the curb alongside Ritchie and asked if he had spotted the crime he was responding to. Ritchie ignored him and kept walking. Salao picked up his megaphone and asked again if he had spotted the crime. Ritchie pulled out his Colt Python and opened fire on Salao. Salao exited his vehicle, despite having been shot four times which had damaged his bones, intestines, and liver. He returned fire and engaged Ritchie in a physical fight. Sergeant Marc Patzke of the Anchorage Police Department arrived at the scene in his K9 unit and joined the shooting. Ritchie was killed by a number of shots. Salao was taken to an area hospital and after seven hours of surgery he was moved out of the intensive care unit and recovered.

When the investigation was completed, it was announced that James Dale Ritchie was solely responsible for all five murders.


Anderson, Allen Leroy
 (b. September 12, 1943) was a 34-year-old vagrant with a long record of felony arrests. He stole the car and credit cards of a half-way house director and went on a robbery and murder spree across 20 states. He murdered at least eight people before he was arrested in Minnesota; he pleaded guilty and received a sentence of 40 years. Anderson also pleaded guilty to the murder of a fruit vendor in Broward County, Florida, receiving a sentence of death, which was commuted to life in prison in 1982.


Anderson, Curtis Dean
 (1961 – December 9, 2007) was a serial killer in California, but when he was arrested in August 2000 for the kidnapping of 8-year-old Midsi Sanchez, the authorities were not aware of the murders
 .

Midsi had been kidnapped by Anderson on August 12 as she raced home from school with her little brother a block behind. Before she could scream, the man put his hands over her mouth. He threw her into his car, stuffed her between the dashboard and the passenger’s front seat, shackled her feet to the gearshift, covered her with a blanket, and told her she would be killed if she did not stay quiet.

For a day and a half, the girl was tormented by Anderson, both verbally and sexually; he gave her nothing to eat while he ate in front of her. He gave her nothing to drink except beer and wine. Once when he was out of the car, she tried to pick the shackle lock with a fingernail file but the tip broke.

On the second day, her abductor got out of the car and left his keys behind. Midsi tried all of the keys until she found the one that unlocked the shackles. She leaped out of the car, with her abductor only a few feet away, and ran for her life. She saw a truck that had slowed and stopped. She yelled her name and said she had been kidnapped. She climbed the steps of the truck and dived through the open window. The truck driver called in the abductor’s license plate on his Oldsmobile sedan. The police found the car and the driver. He was Curtis Dean Anderson, age 39, who had been released from prison in November of 1999 after serving less than seven years for a previous kidnapping conviction. He had been in and out of prison ten times in the years 1986 to 1999. He was charged with kidnapping, aggravated sexual assault on a minor, rape, and two counts of lewd acts. He was sentenced to 251 years.

Xiana Fairchild, age 7, disappeared on December 9, 1999, on her way to school in Vallejo. On January 19, 2000, a construction worker was driving up a rural road in Santa Clara County, California. He had stopped to move what he thought was a rock from the middle of the narrow, paved road when he discovered the rock was a skull. On February 3, 2001, authorities verified that the skull found in January was that of Xiana Fairchild. Anderson had been a suspect 
 but there was nothing tangible that connected him with her disappearance. It was reported that since Anderson’s arrest for the kidnapping of Midsi Sanchez he had told three people, including Xiana’s great aunt, that he was involved in Xiana’s disappearance. It would take over three years to collect enough evidence to arrest Curtis Dean Anderson for Xiana’s murder. In May 2004, Anderson was charged with murder, kidnapping, and child molestation. He pleaded guilty and was sentenced to 51 years to life, added to the 251 years he was serving for the kidnapping of Midsi Sanchez.

In November 2007, the FBI went to Corcoran State Prison to talk to Anderson about the disappearance of Amber Swartz-Garcia. Amber Swartz-Garcia had been abducted in 1988 while playing in her front yard. Anderson told the FBI that he had opened the car door and pulled her in, and kept Amber sedated with root beer schnapps as he drove to Arizona. He said he murdered Amber in a motel room in the Tucson area and disposed of her body in the Arizona desert off Highway 10 near Benson.

In addition to admitting to Amber’s murder, he told authorities of six more victims no one knew about. He said that his first killing was probably in early 1984 when he killed three young women near Marysville. He told them also that he met another victim at a bar somewhere in Oakland or Berkeley in late November 1986 and dumped her body somewhere in the Oakland Hills. The woman may have been about 21, but he offered no other details. Another murder he told them about was that of a woman named Rosie he had met in San Jose at the old Bears Bar near Highway 87. He strangled her and dumped her body near Ben Lomond near a retention pond. He said he thought she was mixed race, probably Hispanic and Black, and had junkie tracks on her arms. The last one he shared with the FBI agents happened in 1989, which, he said, still bothered him. He had picked up a Navajo woman from Benicia and driven her to Arizona. She was rude and disrespectful of 
 him and he took her out of the car, tied her up, and dragged her behind the car for about a mile.

The FBI wanted to talk to him again and get a polygraph about Amber Swartz-Garcia’s murder, but they did not get the chance. Curtis Dean Anderson died on December 9, 2007, taking with him any further information he had about any of these murders.


Anderson, Dale R.
 (b. November 24, 1951) was born in Canton, Ohio, to George “Dick” and Vera Anderson. His father was a coal miner. Anderson, an ex-police jailer, is believed by retired FBI serial killer expert Robert Ressler to be a serial killer and sexual psychopath responsible for the murders of at least five women in St. Clair County, Illinois.

Audrey Cardenas, a newspaper intern, was found in an overgrown creek on the campus of Belleville Township High School East in June 1988; Elizabeth West, who disappeared on her way home after appearing in a high school play at Belleville Township High School West, was a 14-year-old whose body was found in a creek between Belleville and Millstadt on May 5, 1978; Ruth Ann Jany, whose body was found in July 1979 near a creek five miles south of where West’s body was found, and had disappeared a year earlier after stopping at an automatic teller machine; an unidentified woman between the ages of 18 and 23 who was strangled and hidden in a cornfield in September 1986; and Kristina Povolish, whose body was found in a weed-covered ditch in July 1987 just south of Belleville.

Rodney Woidtke, a mentally ill transient, was convicted of murdering Audrey Cardenas and sentenced to 45 years. There was no evidence to tie him to the murder. Ressler and other officials believe that Woidtke is not guilty.

Gregory R. Bowman was convicted of the murders of Elizabeth West and Ruth Ann Jany and was sentenced to life. He confessed to the murders after Sgt. Robert Miller tricked him into confessing. The deputy said that he had 
 a jail-house snitch tell Bowman that he would help him escape if he confessed to the murders. Again, there was no physical evidence to connect him to the murders. The prosecuting attorney said that if he had known about the trick by the deputy, the case would never have gone to trial.

Authorities believe that all of the murders were committed by the same person. Neither Woidtke nor Bowman were organized enough to have done the murders. Anderson agrees with authorities that all of the murders were done by the same person, but says that he is not the killer. Anderson insists that he can unlock the 13-year mystery of the identified woman and that he has her driver’s license, but he refuses to reveal where it is hidden and will not give authorities the woman’s name and address. He says that he knows a lot about the murders because he investigated them as a police officer. Anderson has never been a police officer; he was a jailer for the St. Clair County Sheriff’s Office.

In 1989 Anderson, wearing a ball cap and carrying a bag over his arm, posed as a home buyer from Springfield and stopped at a house near Belleville listed for sale by a realtor. The woman at the house showed Anderson around. He insisted on seeing the crawl space. The woman opened the cover and leaned in as Anderson stood over her. Almost immediately, a friend of the woman’s walked into the kitchen and Anderson fled out the front door.

A week later, again wearing the ball cap and carrying a bag, he stopped at another house listed for sale by a realtor. The woman wouldn’t let him in. Hours later, on the same day and still wearing the ball cap and carrying the bag, prosecutors believe he again posed as a home buyer at the home of Jolaine and John Lanman. John was not home. Jolaine allowed Anderson into the house. Police believe that Anderson was shown the house and while in the bedroom of Lanman’s 3-year-old son he pulled something out of the bag and struck Jolaine in the head. When the husband, John, arrived home soon after, he found his wife and son 
 underneath the bed. A rope was found around Jolaine’s neck and a pair of scissors was stuck in her throat. The back of his wife’s and son’s heads were crushed. The police tried to get in touch with Anderson, but no one would answer the door or the telephone. They feared for the lives of his family. Finally, after two days, the police forced their way into his home. They took the children out in their pajamas. After talking with the police for several minutes from the bedroom, Anderson came out cowering behind his wife. In their search of the house, the police found many weapons and hundreds of newspaper articles and other documents about the Cardenas murder. Anderson was charged with murdering the Lanmans.

Dale R. Anderson was convicted of two counts of first-degree murder for killing Jolaine Lanman and her 3-year-old son. He was sentenced to life in prison without parole. He is currently serving his life sentence at Menard Correctional Center at Chester, Illinois.


Anderson, Joshua Julius
 (b. June 17, 1987) went on a rampage from November 2006 to February 2007, murdering at least four people in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

On February 2, 2007, Anderson murdered Rosemary Hobbs, age 69, and her son Herbert Hobbs, age 51, after he made them have sex with each other. He shot them and left them in a burning house. Anderson was charged with murder and arson.

Anderson was also charged with murdering Evaristo Tovias Jr. on November 5, 2006, and Christopher Moderow on January 23, 2007.

On December 8, 2008, Joshua Anderson was convicted of arson in the first degree for which he was sentenced to 25 years; four counts of first-degree murder for which he received three life sentences and one sentence of life without parole; a charge of assault and battery with a dangerous weapon added 10 more years to his sentence
 .

Joshua Anderson is incarcerated at Oklahoma State Prison in McAlester, Oklahoma.


Anderson, Robert Leroy
 (1970 – March 30, 2003) was a kidnapper and serial killer in the northern state of South Dakota in the years 1994 and 1996. It is quite possible that he murdered more women since there are 23 months between the two murders.

On August 27, 1994, after working the night shift at John Morrell & Company, Larisa Dumansky, age 29, of Sioux Falls, disappeared. Some of her remains were found at Lake Vermillion, an artificial lake in McCook County, South Dakota, about six miles east of Canistota. As told by prison inmate, Jeremy Brunner, on August 29, 1997, to investigators, Anderson and a friend, Glenn Walker, abducted Larisa after work and put her in Anderson’s black Ford Bronco. Glenn Walker got scared and went home. Anderson then moved Larisa to the front. He took her to a field and raped her several times. He told Dumansky to get dressed and then duct taped her hands together, her feet together, and put duct tape on her mouth and nose, blocking her airways. He told Brunner that she struggled for a few minutes and then died. He took the body of Larisa to Glenn Walker, who buried her. Brunner also gave some key evidence which led investigators to a 9mm handgun, an ammunition clip, handcuffs, a wedding ring belonging to Anderson’s other known victim, Piper Streyle, and a necklace belonging to Larisa Dumansky.

On July 26, 1996, at about 7:20 a.m., Robert Anderson, a balding man in his 20s, had stopped his Ford Bronco at the trailer home of Vance and Piper Streyle in rural Canistota, who had their own part-time ministry for children, the Prairie View Bible Camp. They had two children, Shaina age 3, and Nathan age 2. Anderson expressed an interest in sending his children to the Bible camp. Vance informed him that the ministry was closed, but they would hold a place 
 for them the following year if he left his name and phone number.

July 29, 1996, was Nathan Streyle’s second birthday which the family would celebrate that evening. At about 6:30, Vance Streyle, age 29, left home to go to his plumbing job. Piper, who worked for the Southeastern Children’s Center in Sioux Falls, called her baby-sitter, Mrs. Jordanson, at about 9:20 to tell her they were on their way, but they never arrived. Piper never arrived at her job either. Vance called their home around noon and left a message: “Honey, where are you?” Patty Sinclair, who worked at the day-care center with Piper, called the Streyle telephone number to inquire about Piper. Little Shaina answered the phone and cried out, “I don’t want my mommy to die!” and “I don’t want my daddy to die!” She then added, “They’re probably killed.” Patty told a coworker to call the McCook County Sheriff’s office while she redialed the Streyles’ number. She again spoke with Shaina and managed to keep her on the phone until the Sheriff Gene Taylor arrived, some 45 minutes later. He found the children there and the dog, but there was no sign of Piper. The trailer was in disarray and the children had not been harmed. Nathan was very quiet and Shaina was in tears. She told Sheriff Taylor and Jim Stevenson, a Criminal Investigation agent, “Mommy’s going to die!” She told the two men that “a mean man” who drove a black vehicle with black wheels came into their trailer and grabbed Mommy. She said that there was a lot of yelling and that the man shot a gun. Piper told them to run and hide. She told them that the man took Nathan’s new blue tent that he had received yesterday. Vance arrived home as Shaina was telling her story. She was very insistent that her mommy was not coming back and she was going to die.

The investigators found several witnesses who remembered a black truck or SUV had been in the area of the Streyle’s home. One couple even knew the make 
 and model of the vehicle. They said it was a black Ford Bronco. The man was wearing jeans and a baseball cap and he was walking away from the trailer toward his vehicle parked in the Streyles’ driveway. Later that evening, Vance remembered the black Ford Bronco and the man driving who had stopped at the house three days before.

Investigators identified the visitor as Robert Leroy Anderson, age 26, a high school dropout. He lived in Sioux Falls, had been married, and was the father of four children. He worked as a maintenance man on the night shift at John Morrell & Company, the same place and shift that Larisa Dumansky worked. Authorities went to the Anderson home and awakened him. After he was dressed, he voluntarily drove his blue Ford Bronco to the local police station where he was grilled for seven hours and an investigative team searched his Bronco. They found, beneath the carpeting in the cargo area, a plywood platform with holes drilled in it that would accommodate arm and leg restraints. They found traces of black, water-based paint and a partial roll of duct tape. There were also dog hairs similar to those of the Streyles’ dog.

A massive search was made around the Streyles’ trailer and nearby areas but nothing further was found. Gary Larson, a botanist from South Dakota State University was able to identify the vegetable matter taken from a toolbox in the back of the Bronco as honewort and black snake root, known to grow along certain wooded stretches of the Big Sioux River north of Sioux Falls, near the small town of Baltic. Police then knew the significance of a torn half of a black-and-white T-shirt found by a motorist that Piper had been wearing when she was last seen. A search of the area was made and the other half of her T-shirt was found beneath a small tree. Duct tape, in different lengths, was found hanging from a small tree and matted with human hair indistinguishable from Piper Streyle’s hair. Piper 
 Streyle’s body has never been found, but authorities had enough evidence to go to trial on the kidnapping charge.

Anderson was arrested and charged with the kidnapping of Piper Streyle. He could not be charged with murder since there was not yet enough evidence to prosecute him. On May 8, 1997, the jury found Anderson guilty of kidnapping. He was sentenced to life in prison. In 1999, the prosecution felt they had enough evidence to charge Anderson with the kidnapping and murder of Larisa Dumansky and the murder of Piper Streyle. He was found guilty on all counts. On April 9, 1999, Anderson was sentenced to death. On March 30, 2003, Anderson was found hanging from a bedsheet in his cell. He had committed suicide.


Andrews, Ralph Raymond
 (1945 – January 31, 2011) is a serial killer who operated in the Midwest, namely Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Illinois. All four states have unsolved murders committed the same way and were carried out when Andrews was in the area. He is suspected of murdering as many as 40 girls and women in the 1970s.

While serving a life sentence at Stateville Prison in Illinois for the 1991 kidnapping and murder of Virginia Griffin, Andrews began to brag about another murder, so authorities put a recorder in his cell. He again bragged about the 1977 murder of 16-year-old Susan Clarke and gave graphic details that only the murderer would know. He had always been a suspect in the murder of Clarke and in two other murders—those of Amy Alden and Arvella Thomas. In 1994, he was sentenced to life for the murder of a 44-year-old woman in a Chicago park. In 1999, Andrews was charged with the August 25, 1977 rape and murder of Susan Clarke.

After his arrest, Andrews wrote out a list of all the victims he had murdered. Alden’s and Thomas’ names were allegedly on the list. The taped confession gave cause to look closer at Ralph Andrews and his possible link to some 40 
 other murders in neighboring states. It seems where Andrews was, murders occurred. Investigation continues into his involvement in other murders. Authorities in Illinois have called Ralph Andrews “a real-life Hannibal Lector.”

He was never brought to justice for most of his murders. He died in prison on January 31, 2011.


Angel Makers of Nagyrev
 were several women in the village of Nagyrev, Hungary, who poisoned an estimated 300 people in the years 1914 – 1929.

Julia Fazekas was a middle-aged midwife who moved to Nagyrev in 1911, minus a husband who was supposedly missing. She was arrested and imprisoned at least 10 times between 1911 and 1921 for performing illegal abortions. Judges supporting abortion consistently acquitted her.

At this time in Hungary, a husband was chosen by the bride’s family and she was obliged to accept the family’s choice. Divorce was not allowed for any reason. During World War I, with husbands away fighting for Austria-Hungary, rural Nagyrev became an ideal location for a POW camp. Lonely women of the village often had one or more affairs while their husbands were away. When the husbands returned, many women did not want to return to their husbands and Fazekas secretly convinced the women to poison their husbands with arsenic, made by boiling flypaper and skimming off the arsenic left in the water.

Soon other deaths followed—other family members, children, mothers, fathers, brothers, and sisters. By the mid-1920s, Nagyrev had become known as The Murder District.


Other known poisoners were Susi Olah, a Mrs. Szabo, and a Mrs. Bukenoveski. In 1929 an anonymous letter to the editor of a small local newspaper accused women from the Tiszazug region of Hungary of poisoning family members. A total of 34 women and one man were indicted.

Twenty-six women were tried at Szolnok and eight were sentenced to death: Susi Olah
 ; her sister, Lydia Olah
 
 ; Balint Czordas
 ; a septuagenarian called Lydia
 ; one Mrs. Szabo
 ; Marie Kardos
 ; Rosalie Sebestyen
 ; Rosa Hoyba
 ; Mrs. Julius Csaba
 ; Maria Varga
 ; Rose Glyba
 ; Lydia Csery
 ; Maria Szendi
 ; and Julianne Lipke
 . Only two were executed, but their names were not published. Seven were sentenced to life imprisonment and the rest to different jail terms. Julia Fazekas escaped justice by killing herself before she could be arrested. Balint Czordas hanged herself in jail while some of her cohorts watched and did nothing.


Angel of Bremen
 aka Gottfried, Gesche
 (March 6, 1785 – April 21, 1831) was a serial killer in Bremen and Hanover, Germany, in the years 1813 and 1827. She murdered at least 15 people by arsenic. Her victims included her parents, both of her husbands, her fiancé, plus her children and friends. She was convicted of the murders and sentenced to death. She was beheaded on April 21, 1831, the last person to be publicly executed in the city of Bremen. Her head, preserved in spirits, and her skeleton in a case, are on display in the museum at Bremen.


Angel of Death
 aka Allitt, Beverly Gail
 (b. October 4, 1968) was a serial killer in England who in 1991 murdered at least four children at Grantham and Kesteven Hospital in Lincolnshire, where she worked as a nurse. She also injured nine other children. She injected the children with potassium chloride, causing cardiac arrest, or insulin, which causes lethal hypoglycemia. Her victims ranged in age from seven weeks to eleven years. Allitt was convicted of murder, attempted murder, and grievous bodily harm, and was sentenced to 13 concurrent terms of life imprisonment.

She is incarcerated at the Rampton Secure Hospital in Nottingham, a high-security facility which houses individuals detained under the Mental Health Act
 .


Angel of Death
 aka Andermatt, Roger
 (b. 1970) was a Swiss serial killer believed to have murdered 27 patients while working as a nurse at several nursing homes in central Switzerland between 1995 and 2001. The murders took place in the districts of Lucerne, Obwalden, and Schwyz. His modus operandi was either a lethal injection of tranquilizers or suffocation with a plastic bag or cloth. He said that he acted out of sympathy, compassion, empathy, and salvation for his frail victims. Several of the deaths were thought to be “assisted suicides” which is tolerated in a number of Swiss cantons, provided strict rules are followed and a doctor administers the lethal drugs to a person close to a painful death.

In 2005, Andermatt was found guilty of murdering 22 of his patients and was sentenced to life in prison. He was also ordered to pay 75,000 SFr ($63,000 US) compensation to four of the victims’ families and 191,000 SFr ($161,000 US) in court costs.


Angel of Death
 aka Angelo, Richard
 (b. August 29, 1962) was a serial killer who misused his profession as his instrument of death. Richard was a “do-gooder” all of his life. He was an Eagle Scout and a volunteer fireman. He always wanted to be a hero, so he became a nurse. Unfortunately, his desire to be a hero became uncontrollable.

Angelo came up with a plan where he would inject drugs into his patients, bringing them to near death, and then he would save them, impressing both the patients and other hospital employees. In many cases, his patients died before he was able to intervene. During his relatively short time at Good Samaritan Hospital on Long Island in New York, working the graveyard shift, there were 37 “Code Blue” emergencies. 25 of his patients died.

In 1987, one of his victims managed to use the call button for assistance after receiving an injection from Richard “to make him feel better.” The nurse responding took a urine 
 sample, which was found to contain Pavulon and Anectine, both paralyzing drugs. Authorities searched Angelo’s locker at the hospital and his home and found vials of both drugs.

Angelo was arrested and he confessed. He was charged with multiple counts of second-degree murder. He was convicted of two counts of second-degree murder, one count of second-degree manslaughter, one count of criminally negligent homicide, and six counts of assault. He was sentenced to 61 years to life and is serving his sentence at the Great Meadow Correctional Facility in New York.


Angel of Death
 aka Harvey, Donald
 (April 15, 1952 – March 30, 2017) was a serial killer who may have murdered as many as 87 people while working at his job as a medical orderly and nursing assistant at hospitals in Cincinnati, Ohio, and London, Kentucky.

Starting at the age of 18, Harvey worked as a medical orderly at the Marymount Hospital in London, Kentucky. He used several methods to murder—arsenic and cyanide via food, injection, or IV, plus various other poisons, suffocation, morphine, turning off ventilators, administering fluids containing Hepatitis B and/or HIV (which resulted in a hepatitis infection, not HIV, and caused only illness, not death) and insertion of a coat hanger into a catheter causing an abdominal puncture resulting in peritonitis. Harvey managed to “fly under the radar” concerning these murders for 17 years.

After he was arrested in 1987, Harvey confessed to murdering 87 people, but authorities believe the numbers were between 36 and 57. Harvey was sentenced to three life sentences.

On March 28, 2017, Harvey was brutally beaten in his cell at the Toledo Correctional Institution. He was taken to the hospital where he was put on life support. He died at 9:09 a.m. on March 30, 2017
 .


Angel of Death
 aka Norris, Colin Campbell
 (b. February 12, 1976) was a nurse and serial killer at Leeds General Infirmary and St. James’s Hospital in Leeds, England, in 2002. Police investigated 72 cases and charged Norris with the murders of four women ages 79, 80, 86, and 88. He was also charged with the attempted murder of another woman, age 90. His preferred murder weapon was a high dose of insulin.

On March 3, 2008, Colin Norris was found guilty of the four murders and one attempted murder. He was sentenced to serve at least 30 years in prison.


Angel of Death
 aka Roeder, Michaela
 (b. 1958) was a hospital nurse who murdered between 10 and 17 intensive-care patients in the 1980s in Wuppertal-Barmen, Germany. She was found guilty of six counts of manslaughter and one count each of attempted manslaughter and mercy killing, and sentenced to 11 years in prison in 1989.


Anh the Duong
 (c. 1976) was a gang leader in California who, along with gang members, committed more than 15 armed robberies and murdered four people during these robberies:

On May 3, 1997, Duong shot and killed Chau Quach, age 71, during the armed robbery of the Thien Thanh Supermarket; on August 28, 1998, Duong shot and killed Hsu-Pin Tsai during the robbery of Wintec Industries, a computer components company in Fremont; Duong shot and killed Kenneth Bailey during the armed robbery of Chong Hing Jewelers in Las Vegas where him and his associates got away with over $500,000 worth of watches; and on March 13, 2001, Duong shot and killed Josefino Cambosa during the armed robbery of the Jade Galore Watch and Jewelry in Cupertino, California. On September 22, 2010, Duong was convicted of all 26 charges in US District Court in San Jose and was sentenced to 13 consecutive life sentences
 .

He had previously been charged and convicted of the murders of four people (Minh Dieu Tram, Hoa the Tang, Robert Anthony Norman, and Lan Bang) in May 1999 at a birthday party at the International Club in El Monte, Los Angeles County. He was sentenced to death for these murders.


Appalachian Trail Murders
 Technically these murders do not qualify as serial murders because there have been 11 murders committed by at least six different murderers. It is included due to the number of murders having a common denominator—the Appalachian Trail, a trail that travels some 2,200 miles from Mt. Katahdin in Maine to Springer Mountain in Georgia.

The first known murder was in May 1974. Joel Polsom, age 26, of Hartsville, South Carolina, was killed at a shelter in Georgia. Polsom’s girlfriend, who claimed she was too frightened to flee, told police she walked to the highway with the killer and stayed the night with him in Helen. The next day, the girlfriend and killer hitched a ride to Cornelia where the killer caught a bus to Atlanta and she made her way to Columbia where she contacted police. Michigan fugitive, 
 Ralph Fox
 , was convicted of this murder.

In April 1975, Janice Balza, age 22, of Madison, Wisconsin, was murdered on the trail in northern Tennessee. She had eaten breakfast with hiker/tree surgeon and former mental patient 
 Paul Bigley
 , age 51, at a shelter. Bigley murdered her with a hatchet, supposedly for her backpack which he wanted. He died at the Tennessee State Prison in Nashville.

In May 1981, Susan Ramsey, age 27, and Robert Mountford, also age 27, and both from Ellsworth, Maine, were murdered at a shelter in southwest Virginia. Mountford was shot and killed at the shelter. Susan Ramsey was stabbed to death a short distance from the shelter. Their killer, 
 Randall Lee Smith
 , had tried to hide the bodies. 
 Smith was paroled in 1996, after serving only 15 years. In 2008, Smith attempted to murder two fishermen just a few miles from the site of the murders in 1981. The fishermen survived despite each being shot several times. Smith tried to leave the scene, but crashed his truck. He survived only long enough to be taken to prison, where he died of his injuries.

On May 13, 1988, two female hikers were shot in south central Pennsylvania. Rebecca Wight, age 29, of Blacksburg, Virginia, died at the scene. Claudia Brenner, age 31, of Ithaca, New York, survived despite being shot five times. She testified against her attacker, 
 Stephen Roy Carr
 , who lived in the Michaux State Forest.
 He is currently serving his sentence at the Pennsylvania State Correctional Institution at Graterford, Pennsylvania.

In September 1990, the bodies of Molly LaRue, age 25, of Shaker Heights, Ohio, and her boyfriend, Geoffrey Hood, age 26, of Signal Mountain, Tennessee, were found at a shelter near Cove Mountain in Pennsylvania. Hood had been shot multiple times, in the head, back, and side. LaRue had been bound, raped, and then stabbed eight times in the neck and upper back. Eight days later, Park Rangers in Harper’s Ferry, West Virginia, arrested a man who identified himself as David Casey Horn. The news alerted Brad Brekke, a Florida FBI Agent, who was looking for a murderer named 
 Paul David Crews
 who had been indicted for the 1986 murder of Clemmie Jewel Arnold, age 56, a hairdresser, in Bartow, Florida. The description of David Casey Horn fit the description of Crews. A fingerprint check revealed that this man was Paul David Crews. He is currently serving his life sentence at Greene County Prison in Waynesburg, Pennsylvania.

In late May 1996, Julianne Williams, age 24, of St. Cloud, Minnesota, and Lollie Winans, age 26, of Unity, Maine, were murdered near Skyland Lodge in Shenandoah National Park in Virginia. Their dog, named Taj, a mix 
 of golden retriever/Labrador retriever was found nearby. The women had been gagged, their hands bound, and their throats cut. Six years later, 
 Darrell David Rice
 of Columbia, Maryland, was indicted for these murders. Due to lack of evidence, Rice was released. He is still a suspect in this murder, plus other deaths—Kelly Catalano and Lola Namiranian, both of whom died in late January 2010. Their bodies were found in the St. James River, but they were too decomposed to determine cause of death. Rice may be a suspect in the February 2010 death of Eleanor Salotta, whose death is listed as drowning. Her body was found very near the location where Jill Edmonds’ body was found.

In November 2001, Louise Chaput, age 52, a psychologist from Sherbrooke, Quebec, was found stabbed to death near the Glen Boulder Trailhead at the foot of Mt. Washington in New Hampshire. Her killer has not been found.

Meredith Hope Emerson, age 24, was last seen hiking with her dog on Blood Mountain in northern Georgia on New Year’s Day 2008. Her dog, Ella, was found alive on January 4, 2008 in Cumming, Georgia, about 60 miles away. An all-out search was made, but Meredith was not found. On January 4, a person at a Chevron gas station called DeKalb police and told them that “the guy you are looking for is cleaning out his van” at this gas station. Police arrived in time to keep 
 Gary Michael Hilton
 from using bleach on the interior of the van in an effort to destroy evidence. Blood was found in his car and DNA test identified the blood as that of Meredith Hope Emerson. On January 30, 2008, Gary Michael Hilton pleaded guilty to the murder. He was sentenced to life with a chance of parole in 30 years. He was later linked to the murder of an elderly couple in North Carolina and a nurse in Florida. He was convicted of these murders and was sentenced to life in North Carolina. He received the death penalty in the Florida murder.

Scott Lilly’s partially buried body was found in June 2011 along the Appalachian Trail at Cow Gap Camp in 
 Amherst County, Virginia. The cause of death was listed as asphyxiation by strangulation. A $10,000 reward has been offered for information leading to the arrest and conviction of the person responsible. The investigation is ongoing.

Geraldine Anita Largay, age 66, of Brentwood, Tennessee, has been missing since July 22, 2013, and is presumed dead. Geraldine was supposed to meet her husband on that date in Wyman Township in western Maine to pick up new supplies, but she failed to show. In spite of intense searches, both on the ground and by air, she has not been found. The investigation continues.


See separate article – Hilton, Gary Michael.


Apulia Slasher
 The killings began in 1995 in southern Italy; there were 15 murders of elderly women over the age of 70 within a two-year period. The majority of the victims were stabbed multiple times in the neck, except for three cases in which the cause of death was manual strangulation. There was evidence of sexual assault in only one of the cases. All of the victims were found in their own ground level apartments, with no signs of forced entry. In almost all of the cases, money and/or jewelry had been taken.

On September 15, 1997, Ben Mohamed Ezzedine Sebai
 , age 35 and originally from Tunisia, was arrested and charged with four of the murders. He was sentenced to life. Then in 2005, he confessed to four more of the murders. Nine other people had previously been convicted of these murders. In 2007, Sebai confessed to committing all of the 15 murders attributed to the Apulia Slasher.



Aqueduct Murderer
 aka Alves, Diogo
 (1810 – February 19, 1841) was born in Samos, Spain. He moved to Lisbon, Portugal, at the age of 19, to find work. He changed jobs frequently, began drinking frequently and gambling, and ceased writing to his parents. He frequented the local bars and met up with Maria Gertrudes
 , an innkeeper
 .

Alves began robbing people who were crossing the aqueduct, then began murdering them and throwing their bodies off the aqueduct to the ground almost 200 feet (60 meters) below, hoping the authorities would see the deaths as suicides. His downfall began when he and his followers murdered four members of a doctor’s family.

The prosecutors lacked sufficient evidence to try Alves and his “gang” with the aqueduct murders, but they did have enough to try them for the murders of the doctor’s family. Maria’s daughter, 11-year-old Maria de Conceicao, testified in court against Alves and the gang, which included her mother.

Maria Gertrudes was sentenced to lifelong exile in the African colonies. Alves was sentenced to death. He was hanged on February 19, 1841.

Scientists were intrigued by Alves and his crimes, and they wanted to study his brain. After the hanging, Alves’ head was separated from his body and given to the scientists from the Medical-Surgical School of Lisbon. There was never a report made public as to what, if anything, they found. The head is preserved in a glass vessel in a solution of formaldehyde at the anatomical theater of the University of Lisbon’s Faculty of Medicine.


Arch Murderer of Marrakech
 aka Mesfewi, Hadj Mohammed
 (c. 1850s – 1870s – June 13, 1906) was a cobbler and public letter writer. He was also a serial killer in the area of Marrakesh, Morocco, in the late 1800s to 1906. It is thought that he may have murdered at least 36 women. It was reported that he had a 70-year-old female accomplice named Rahali or Annah
 .

Together they would lure young women to dinner, give them some kind of narcotic to put them to sleep, and murder them. The victims were robbed of any valuables, mutilated with a dagger, and then buried
 .

The bodies of 26 women were found buried under his shop. Ten more were found buried on another property owned by Mesfewi.

Mesfewi was sentenced to be crucified on May 2, 1906, but resident foreign officials opposed crucifixion as a form of death sentence. He was instead given daily whippings, publicly immured* on June 11, 1906, and died on June 13, 1906.

*Immurement is a form of imprisonment, usually for life, in which a person is, for example, locked within an enclosed space and all possible exits turned into impassable walls. This includes instances where people have been enclosed in extremely tight confinement, such as within a coffin. When used as a means of execution, the prisoner is simply left to die from starvation
  or dehydration. This is distinct from being buried alive, in which the victim typically dies of asphyxiation.



Archerd, William Dale
 (May 5, 1912 – October 29, 1977) always wanted to be a doctor, but not having the means to acquire a medical license, he found a job as a hospital attendant where he learned what he could about drugs and their effects on people. By 1940, he was working at Camarillo State Hospital in departments where insulin shock therapy was used to treat mental illness. In 1950 he was arrested and pleaded guilty to illegal possession of morphine. He escaped in 1951, but was quickly captured. He was paroled in 1953.

Archerd was married seven times in 15 years and lost three wives to mysterious illnesses between 1956 and 1966. His friends and relatives were also dying. On July 27, 1967, he was arrested and charged with three counts of first-degree murder: Zella, his fourth wife, who collapsed and died in Los Angeles just two months after their marriage in 1956; a teenage nephew who died in Long Beach; and 
 Mary, his seventh wife, who died in 1966. Archerd was suspected of injecting each victim with an overdose of insulin, which resulted in lethal attacks of hypoglycemia. He was suspected of at least three other murders: William Jones, a friend who died in Fontana in 1947; Juanita, his fifth wife, who died of classic symptoms of hypoglycemia in Las Vegas in 1958; and Frank Stewart, another friend, who died in Las Vegas in 1960.

William Archerd was convicted on three counts of murder on March 6, 1968, and sentenced to death. His sentence was commuted to life in 1972. Archerd was the first person in America to be convicted of using insulin as a murder weapon. He died of pneumonia on October 29, 1977.


Arguelles, Robert
 (1962 – November 15, 2003) was in prison serving a sentence for child molestation in 1996 when he received a letter saying that he was the father of a little girl. He became repentant and confessed to the murders of three teenage girls from the Salt Lake City area because, he said, “I realized these girls were just little girls like mine.” In return for confessing, Arguelles asked for a private cell, a color TV, and the death sentence.

In February 1992, Arguelles, was a janitor at the junior high school where he was hunting for girls, abducted and strangled Margo Bond. In March 1992, Arguelles kidnapped, raped and murdered 13-year-old Stephanie Blundell. Later in March, he strangled 15-year-old Tuesday Roberts. Using a wood chisel, he stabbed to death 16-year-old Lisa Martinez, a friend of Tuesday’s. On May 12, 1997, Arguelles pleaded guilty to the murders and asked for the death penalty and wanted it to be carried out as quickly as possible.

Arguelles had a June 2003 execution date set, which was stayed by a judge. He would not face the firing squad at all. Robert Arguelles died suddenly on November 15, 2003, at 
 Utah State Penitentiary in Draper, Utah. The cause of his death was undetermined.


Arinaitwe, Richard
 (b. 1977) was a law student at Makerere University in Uganda’s capital city of Kampala. He admitted to killing eight people including Maria Cecilia Goetz, a 35-year-old woman from Minneapolis who worked in Kampala, Uganda, for the East Africa Minnesota Information Health Volunteers. The motive for this murder is not known. The murder occurred on July 28, 1998, in Room 321 of the Hotel Equatorial, where Goetz had been staying for an extended period of time. She was stabbed to death. Arinaitwe was convicted of her murder and sentenced to death. In August 2019, after serving 21 years in Luzira Prison, his sentence was reduced to life in prison.


Armstrong, John Eric
 (b. 1974) was a serial killer operating in the Detroit area in the early 2000s. At the age of 18, he enlisted in the US Navy and spent the next seven years aboard the aircraft carrier Nimitz
 , which took him to places such as Hong Kong, Hawaii, Thailand, Singapore, Japan, Korea, and Israel, plus the states of Washington, Virginia, and North Carolina. After his naval career where he earned four promotions and two Good Conduct medals, he married and settled down in Dearborn Heights, Michigan.

On January 2, 2000, the Detroit police received a call about a woman’s body found floating in the Rouge River. The caller was John Eric Armstrong, who claimed that while he was walking over the bridge he felt ill and leaned over to vomit when he saw a body, later identified as Wendy Jordan, a prostitute and drug addict who had been reported missing a few days earlier by her family. The police found John’s story rather suspicious, so they put him under surveillance.

The police collected DNA and fibers from the victim, then collected a blood sample and fibers from Armstrong’s 
 Jeep Wrangler with the vanity plate “Baby Doll” on the front. The results showed a definite match, which linked the murder to Armstrong.

On April 10, 2000, three more bodies, in various stages of decomposition, were found. Investigators talked to the local prostitutes who described a baby-faced man who went crazy after sex and tried to strangle them in his Jeep. The connection had been made to John Eric Armstrong and on April 12, police arrested him. John broke down and confessed. He also told police that during his years in the navy, he had strangled at least 11 prostitutes in his travels around the world.

In 2001, John Eric Armstrong was convicted on one count of first-degree murder, four counts of second-degree murder, and two counts of assault with intent to do bodily harm. He was sentenced to two terms of life imprisonment plus 230 years. He is currently serving his sentences at the Michigan Reformatory in Ionia, Michigan.

Detroit police think that Armstrong’s killing spree may have begun eight years earlier in Raleigh, North Carolina, where he joined the navy. Both the Detroit police and the FBI are trying to match a list of the Nimitz
 port calls between 1992 and April 1999 (when Armstrong was discharged) with a list of unsolved killings around the world. Armstrong dumbfounded the interrogating officers by confessing to murdering at least 18 women during his eight years in the military. He confessed to three murders in Seattle; one each in Virginia, North Carolina, Thailand and Singapore; two in Hong Kong; and two in Hawaii. The other murders were possibly committed in Japan, Korea, and Israel which coincide with the Nimitz visits. However, after completing their investigations, authorities now question the veracity of Armstrong’s confessions. The places contacted said that they either had no unsolved murders or no case that fit Armstrong’s method of murder as committed in Detroit
 .


Arnold, Bogdan Eugeniusz
 (February 17, 1933 – December 16, 1968) was born in Kalisz, Poland. He studied at a vocational school to become an electrician. He was unsuccessful in his three marriages as he was very aggressive and beat his wives. He then took to alcohol and developed a great dislike of all women. His home was an apartment on the fourth floor in the city of Katowice. He worked at a zinc-processing plant.

On October 12, 1966, Bogdan met Maria B., age 30, at a local bar. They sat and talked over several beers and Bogdan suggested that they go to his apartment and Maria agreed. Maria offered him sex for 500 zloty and he became enraged because he was too good-looking to have to pay for sex. In his enraged state he killed Maria with a hammer, covered her with chlorine to slow the decomposition, and put her body in the bathroom.

He lured a 40-year-old prostitute into his apartment on March 12, 1967, where he raped her, murdered her, dismembered her body, and hid the parts in his apartment. The woman’s identity remains a mystery.

He also met his next victim, Stephanie M., age 35, in a local bar on April 21, 1967. She was raped, strangled, and dismembered, and her remains were hidden with the remains of the unidentified prostitute.

Bogdan’s last murder was committed on May 22, 1967. He took Helga G. to his apartment where she was raped, strangled, and her remains put under the bed. By the end of May, neighbors noticed a swarm of flies on the landing and a very unpleasant smell emanating from Bogdan’s apartment and notified the police. The neighbors told the police they had not seen Bogdan for several days and feared he was dead in his apartment. When they went inside, they discovered several bodies. None were identified as Bogdan. He had fled the area and managed to stay hidden for a week, but on June 8, 1967, a police officer on personal business near the zinc refinery noticed a man who was slovenly in 
 appearance and wearing very dirty clothes. The officer demanded identification, but the man did not have any on his person. He could not explain why he was in a public place in his condition. The officer was ready to release him, but changed his mind and took him to the police station. Police took his fingerprints which revealed he was the killer they were looking for.

Bogdan confessed to his crimes and was sentenced to death. On December 16, 1968, Bogdon was hanged.


Arnold, Herbert
 (b. 1944) raped and murdered two neighbors, and kidnapped and murdered a victim in New York City between 1965 and 1970. He was ruled insane and did not stand trial until 1973, when he was convicted on one count. Paroled in 1983, he was sent back to the asylum in 1991 on a rape charge.

In 1994, Arnold and John Casablanca, a reputed Mafia enforcer and murderer, smuggled a gun into Mid-Hudson Psychiatric Center, took a staff member hostage, and escaped. They both turned themselves in to police a week later.

On December 2, 2016, police in Milford, Connecticut, learned that Arnold was living in their town, and arrested him on a warrant of “failure to appear” in his home state of New York after being charged with failure to register as a sex offender in the city of Vestel where he lived. He was extradited back to the state of New York.


Arnold, Terry Samuel
 (May 31, 1962 – March 26, 2005) was born in St. Catharines, Ontario, Canada, and was a troubled child growing up in juvenile homes in Calgary, Alberta, and at the Manitoba Youth Centre in Winnipeg, Manitoba. He became a killer and is a suspected serial killer.

In the early 1980s, while still in Winnipeg, he was convicted of theft, mischief, and assault. There are also records of an assault in Quebec, thefts in Ontario, and break-
 ins in Nova Scotia. He had a need for female companionship and proposed marriage to many of the women he met. One of his earliest relationships was with Victoria Spakowski in 1980. It ended because of his belief in having sex with children. He told Victoria that if they had a girl, he would have sex with her when she was old enough, and if they had a boy, Victoria was to have sex with him.

Authorities, both in Canada and the United States, tried to track Arnold’s movements because he traveled around under false names and stolen identities. It is known that in 1987, he traveled from Florida to Calgary using his Florida landlord’s credit card to buy an airline ticket and the landlord’s US voter card to get past airport security.

Numerous rapes across Canada have been attributed to Arnold. His first conviction for sexual assault was in 1988. He pleaded guilty to molesting a young girl from Chilliwack, British Columbia. The charge of assaulting the girl’s sister was stayed. He served three months in jail. He was also charged with another sexual assault of a girl in Chilliwack just a few months later, but the judge could not decide whom to believe, the 16-year-old girl or Arnold, and Arnold was acquitted of the charge. In 1991, just days after Arnold left Keremeos, he was arrested in Newfoundland for the assault on three girls. (Note: These were the only records of sexual assault found.)


On December 23, 1981, in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Barbara Gayle Stoppel, age 16, was assaulted in the donut shop where she worked after school. She had been strangled and was found unconscious in the restroom of the donut shop, taken to St. Boniface Hospital, and put on life support. She had suffered massive brain damage due to lack of oxygen. She died six days later when her life support systems were disconnected. A man had been seen entering, walking around in the donut shop and leaving, but there was no evidence of a crime being committed and he left unidentified. He was described as a white male, 21 – 30 
 years old, 6’1” – 6’3” tall, slim build, 145 – 185 pounds, brown hair (possibly with a reddish tinge), scruffy looking with scraggly sideburns, poor complexion with some noticeable acne pimples or pock marks on the left side of his face, and a Fu-Manchu style moustache. He wore prescription glasses, a dark brown or black cowboy hat, a dark-colored waist length coat, blue jeans, and round-toed cowboy boots. He may have also been wearing gloves and/or a ring on his left ring finger. A composite drawing was made using this description and assistance from witnesses. The murder weapon was a 40” piece of braided green and yellow nylon twine which was knotted around the victim’s neck. It was determined that this rope was made by Powers Twine of Everson, Washington, USA, and distributed by several Canadian suppliers in the Vancouver area who had contracts with B.C. Hydro. Subsequently, the Winnipeg Police focused on suspects who had connections to B.C. Hydro or the province of British Columbia.

Terry Samuel Arnold, who lived across the street from the donut shop and also resembled the composite, had been questioned about the murder. Arnold visited the hospital to visit Stoppel although Arnold claimed he did not know the girl. He is, as of this writing, the prime suspect in Stoppel’s murder.

In June 1987, Denise Lapierre, a pretty 16-year-old, left a late-night house party alone. Her body turned up in the alley behind the house where Arnold lived. She had suffered a fatal blow to the head. She was nude when found. Arnold was interviewed by police, as was everyone else on the street. As of this writing, he is the prime suspect in this murder.

On June 6, 1991, Christine Marie Browne had the misfortune of meeting Terry Arnold at the Joysticks Arcade in Penticton, B.C., and was never seen alive again. Arnold was the last person seen with Christine. In October 1992, four hunters stumbled upon the remains of a partially 
 clad body off Lower Nickel Plate Road near Hedley, B.C. The body was covered with a t-shirt with this message: “Mess with the best, die like the rest.” It was identified as Browne’s. Finally, in 1997, Terry Arnold was tried and convicted of Christine’s murder. He said he had killed her after she refused to have sex with him. He was sentenced to life in a B.C. prison for this murder with no chance of parole for 25 years.

Terry Arnold is also the prime suspect in the August 1988 disappearance and possible murder of Roberta Marie Ferguson, age 19, an Alberta Cree, with strong family ties, a loving boyfriend, and virtually no problems at home. Arnold had very recently moved into a run-down trailer at the Sleepy Hollow Trailer Court, less than 650 yards from the phone at Sunnyside Campground, Cultus Lake, B.C., where Roberta had been camping with friends. She wanted to leave a day early to go to Surrey, a suburb of Vancouver, where her boyfriend lived. She was last seen talking on the phone at the campground. She never arrived in Surrey. Relatives and friends scoured the woods and abandoned logging trails in the area bordering Cultus Lake. They refused to believe she had run away. Police received a tip that a girl matching her description was seen getting into a red hatchback car at the corner of Vedder Mountain Road and Columbia Valley Highway on the evening she disappeared. Arnold was known to drive a red hatchback belonging to his landlady, 61-year-old Irene Thibert. Roberta’s body has never been found.

Arnold lived in the US for several years. The FBI believes that Arnold may have been involved in the deaths of several young women in the 1980s. They are also looking at unsolved murders in Virginia, Texas, Oklahoma, New York, and Mexico where Arnold is known to have lived or traveled through.

Arnold was in prison for the murder of Christine Marie Browne when he won a new trial on appeal after having 
 served five years. He was released in 2002 when the Crown decided to stay the charge.

On March 26, 2005, Terry Samuel Arnold was found dead in his Victoria apartment, from an overdose of alcohol and drugs. Police found an unaddressed, three-page note denying that he ever killed anyone. The note had Arnold’s fingerprints on it. In the words of Victoria Police Sgt. Clark Russell, “He denied killing anyone—anyone.” His death was ruled a suicide.


Artvin Monster
 aka Colak, Adnan
 (b. 1952) was a Turkish serial killer. During his reign of terror from 1992 to 1995, in the Turkish district of Artvin, Colak murdered 11 elderly women between the ages of 68 and 95. He also raped six others in the same age bracket. He was captured in 1995.

Colak’s trial in Zonguldak 1 Heavy Criminal Court lasted for more than five years. He was finally convicted and given six sentences of death plus 40 years in prison.


Arzberger, Gertraud
 (b. 1972) used murder as a means of controlling her family size. In June 2005, in Graz, Austria, authorities discovered two infants stuffed into a freezer and two more entombed in paint buckets filled with concrete. Autopsies proved that the two infants found in the freezer were still alive when they were wrapped in plastic bags and put inside. The bodies of the two infants found in the concrete were too deteriorated to determine cause of death. Arzberger told police that she killed the infants out of despair over her inability to pay the bills and out of fear that her partner of eight years, Johannes Genser, might leave her. Genser testified that he never noticed she was pregnant, although neighbors testified that her pregnancies were very obvious and that she had at least five pregnancies. A fifth infant’s body was never found
 .

Arzberger was convicted of three counts of murder and sentenced to life. Genser was sentenced to 15 years as an accessory.


Asghar the Murderer
 aka Ali Asghar Borujerdi
 (1893 – June 26, 1934) was born in Iran and moved to Iraq with his mother when he was a young boy. When he was 14 years old, he began assaulting, raping, and later murdering adolescent boys in Bagdad. In 1933, he went back to Tehran, the capital city of Iran, where he continued raping and murdering adolescent boys. He was arrested and convicted of a total of 33 murders in Tehran. He was hanged before an immense crowd in Tehran’s Sepah Square on June 26, 1934.


Ashland Serial Killer
 aka Grate, Shawn Michael
 (b. August 8, 1976) is a suspected serial killer in Ashland County, Ohio. He was charged with only two murders, but confessed to five after he was arrested.

On September 13, 2016, while Grate was sleeping, a woman who had been abducted and was being held prisoner by Grate, loosened ties binding her to a bed and was able to reach Grate’s phone. She called 911. She has not been identified publicly. Grate was arrested on a charge of kidnapping.

In 2007, a woman’s body was found in Marion County, Ohio. She was about 25 years old and is known only as Jane Doe since she has never been identified. Grate told authorities he thinks her name was either Dana or Diana.

In March 2015, the body of Rebekah Leicy was found and her death was initially ruled a drug overdose. Grate claims he strangled her after she stole $4 from him at a bar.

Candice Marie Cunningham, age 29, was never reported missing because her family thought she had moved to North Carolina in June 2015. After his arrest, Grate took 
 the investigators to the body of Candice Cunningham in the woods behind a house that had previously burned down.

Elizabeth Griffith, age 29, went missing in August 2016. Her body was found, along with Stacy Stanley’s, in a vacant, ministry-owned house in Ashland, Ohio, on September 13, 2016.

Stacy Stanley, age 23, went out for coffee in early September 2016 and never returned. Her body was found along with Griffith’s, at the abandoned house where Grate was presently living and holding a woman prisoner.

Shawn Michael Grate pleaded not guilty on January 16, 2017, to two murder charges, plus numerous other charges. The trial began on April 23, 2018, two weeks after jury selection. On May 2, Grate changed his plea to guilty to 15 of the charges. On May 7, Grate was found guilty of the aggravated murder of Stacy Stanley and Elizabeth Griffith, plus other charges including kidnapping and rape. He was sentenced to death.

Grate is incarcerated at the Chillicothe Correctional Institution, Chillicothe, Ohio.


Asratyan, Valery Georgievich
 (1958 – 1996), born in Yerevan, Armenian SSR to ethnic Armenian parents, was a Russian serial killer who killed three people and raped dozens of women and girls in Moscow between 1988 and 1990.

Asratyan became interested in psychology and in 1975 received his psychology degree from Armenian State Pedagogical University, specializing in preschool psychology and pedagogy in preschool.

He married a woman from Moscow in 1981 and moved there to live with her. It was there he began raping young girls. He was arrested for these crimes and sent to a penal colony. After only two years, he was released in 1984 and almost immediately began to rape again. He was arrested in 1985 
 and again spent only two years there, being released in 1987.

Asratyan had a fake ID and posed as a film director, holding “casting” sessions where he would choose his victims.

After his release he moved to Valuyki, Belgorod Oblast, and shortly after moved back to Moscow and his wife kicked him out of the house. He then moved in with a woman who had a 14-year-old daughter. He began using psychotropic drugs which rendered his victims unconscious and unable to remember what had happened to them. One woman did remember and went to the police. He became worried that he would be identified as the rapist and sent to prison where he would be forcibly raped by other inmates, the common punishment for crimes against children. He began to murder his victims after he raped them.

He was arrested in 1990 by a female police officer who had been invited to a one of his castings. He was found guilty of two murders and demanded he be given the death penalty. The judge obliged and sentenced him to death. He was executed by firing squad in Moscow’s Butyrka Prison in 1996.


Athens Ripper
 aka Daglis, Antonis
 (b. 1974) was a truck driver in Athens, Greece. He was also a serial killer who preyed on prostitutes between 1992 and 1995. He had been a repeat juvenile offender since his early teens. He was initially arrested for the rape and abduction of Ann Hamson, a woman from England. He then confessed to the rape, strangulation, and dismemberment of two women using a hack saw. He disposed of the body parts all around Athens. He also confessed to the attempted murder of six and to the unsolved murder of a prostitute whose dismembered body was found in a dumpster in 1992. He stated in court, “I hated all prostitutes and continue to hate them. I went to meet them for sex, but suddenly other pictures came into 
 my head. I heard voices which ordered me to kill. Once I thought about strangling my fiancé, but I restrained myself.” Daglis was sentenced to 13 terms of life in prison, plus 25 years.


Atlanta Child Murders
 was the series of murders of more than 20 children between 1979 and 1981 in Atlanta, Georgia. Authorities believe Wayne Williams
 (b. May 27, 1958) was responsible for the murders of two adult males in 1982 and 23 children between 1979 and 1981. Williams was found guilty and sentenced to life in prison for the murders of the two adult males, Nathaniel Carter, age 27, and Jimmy Ray Payne, age 29. He has never been charged nor tried for the murders of the 23 children.

Edward Hope Smith, age 14, left his home to go roller skating on July 20, 1979, and disappeared. His body was found on July 28 in a vacant parking lot. He had been shot to death. Another body was found nearby.

Alfred James Evans, age 14, was last seen on July 25, 1969. His body was found near Edward Smith’s body, but was not identified until November 13, 1980.

Milton Harvey, age 14, was last seen riding a yellow bicycle at Citizens & Southern Bank on September 4, 1979. He was sent there to pay a bill at the bank. His remains were found in a wooded area on November 11, 1979.

Yusuf Bell, age 9, was sent by a neighbor to a nearby store to buy some snuff on October 21. A witness reported that she saw Yusuf getting into a blue car. He was never seen alive again. On November 8, his body was found by a janitor on the grounds of E. P. Johnson Elementary School. He was still wearing the brown shorts he was wearing when he disappeared. Cause of death was strangulation.

Angel Lanier, age 12, was last seen on March 4, 1980, at a friend’s house watching the TV series Sanford and Son.
 Her body was found on March 10 in a wooded vacant lot on Campbelltown Road. She still wore the denim outfit she 
 was last seen wearing. However, there was a pair of white panties stuffed in her mouth that did not belong to her. The cause of death was strangulation.

Jeffery Lamar Mathis, age 11, went on an errand for his mother on March 11, 1980. He was never seen alive again. When his body was found on February 13, 1981, in a patch of briars, he was still wearing the same clothes he wore when he disappeared. A neighborhood girl told officials she had seen Jeffery getting into a blue car with two men in it. Due to the length of time before he was found, the cause of death could not be determined.

Eric Middlebrooks, age 14, was last seen on May 17 leaving his home in a hurry on his bicycle after receiving a telephone call. His body was found the following day next to his bicycle in a garage next door to the Georgia Department of Offender Rehabilitation. He had minor stab wounds on his arms and chest and the pockets of his pants were turned inside out. The cause of death was blunt force trauma to his head. He had testified against three juveniles in a robbery case just a few weeks before his death.

Christopher Philepe Richardson, age 12, was last seen on his way to a local swimming pool on June 9 wearing blue shorts, light blue shirt, and blue tennis shoes. His body was found on January 9, 1981, in a wooded area wearing swim trunks that were not his. Another body was also found at that site, also wearing swim trunks. Cause of death could not be determined.

LaTonya Wilson, age 7, was last seen on June 22 in her parents’ apartment. A witness stated that she had been abducted by two men—one was seen climbing through an apartment window. He was then seen holding LaTonya in his arms as he spoke to the other man in the parking lot of the apartments. Her skeletonized body was found on October 18 in a fenced-in area at the end of Verbena Street. Cause of death could not be determined
 .

Aaron Wyche, age 10, was last seen on June 23 near a local grocery store getting into a blue Chevrolet with at least one black man in the car. The description of the car matched the car description in the Jeffrey Mathis case. Wyche’s body was found the following day, June 24, under a bridge. Cause of death was determined to have been a broken neck sustained in a fall.

Anthony Carter, age 9, was last seen on July 6 playing “hide & seek” with his cousin on Cunningham Place. His body was found the following day near a neighborhood warehouse across from 657 Wells Street SW by people who worked 50 yards away. His cause of death was multiple stab wounds.

Earl Terrell, age 10, was last seen at a friend’s house on July 30. He was also seen a little later being kicked out of the pool at South Bend Park and buying a freeze pop at the store just one block from his home. His body was discovered at the same general area as the body of Christopher Richardson. Cause of death could not be determined.

Clifford Jones, age 13, was last seen on August 20 at St. James and Lookout Avenue with a cousin looking for cans to sell. Three witnesses at the local laundromat claimed they saw (through the window where a fan had been installed) the manager, James “Jaime” Edward Brooks, and a man named Calvin strangle, beat, and carry Jones’ body to the trash. One witness named Freddie, age 19, who the police called “retarded,” said the manager fondled and anally raped Jones before strangling him with a yellow rope. Then he said he washed him with soap and a rag and re-clothed the body. Two more witnesses saw an African American man in a hooded robe walk from the manager’s home, place a large item in plastic next to the dumpster, and make a phone call. Police responded to an anonymous call. A fourth witness claimed the manager took Clifford and another man to his residence. He saw the above-mentioned hooded robe in the manager’s home. The body of Clifford James was found 
 next to the dumpster at the laundromat. Cause of death was asphyxiation by strangulation.

Darron Gass, age 11, was wearing a yellow shirt, brown khaki pants, and white tennis shoes when he was getting off the church bus at the corner of Glenwood Avenue SE and 2nd Avenue after an Atlanta Braves game. Darron has never been found.

Charles Stephens, age 12, was last seen by a neighbor on October 9 playing with his skateboard in front of his house. His body was found the next day on Norman Berry Drive on a grassy hill near the entrance to Longview Trailer Park. His cause of death was undetermined asphyxiation.

Aaron Jackson, age 9, was last seen on November 1 at the Morehead Avenue Shopping Center. He was wearing a printed shirt, dark pants, and sneakers. When his body was found the following day off Forest Park Road on the southeast bank of the South River beside the Lake Charlotte Bridge, he was wearing blue jeans, a white shirt with brown designs, black sneakers, and no socks. Cause of death was asphyxiation by suffocation.

Patrick Rogers, age 16, was last seen alive on November 10 by Mary Harper, who told authorities that Patrick came to her apartment on Henry Thomas Drive looking for her son Joe. He told Mary that he had met a man who wanted to record Joe’s songs. His body was found caught in rafter cables on the Cobb County side of the Chattahoochee near the Paces Ferry Road Bridge on December 7. Cause of death was determined to be blunt force trauma to his head.

Lubie Geter, age 14, was last seen at the Stewart-Lakewood Shopping Center on January 3, 1981. He was wearing a purple coat, green shirt, blue jeans, and brown loafers. His body was found on February 5 by a dog, wearing only a pair of jockey shorts. His Levis and brown belt were found about ¾ mile away in a brown bag that was in water about three feet deep in the creek. His shirt and sh
 oes were found about 300 feet from the body. Cause of death was asphyxiation by manual strangulation.

Terry Pue, age 15, was last seen on January 21, boarding a bus on Hollywood Road at about 3 p.m. His body was found on January 23 off Sigman Road in Rockdale County. He had abrasions on his elbow and bruises on his head. Dog hairs were found on the body. Cause of death was asphyxiation be ligature strangulation.

Patrick Baltazar, age 11, was last seen on February 6 at Fisherman’s Cove where his father worked. He wanted money to attend the Golden Gloves boxing match or permission to play at the Omni. Witnesses said he was at the Galaxy Three Arcade in the Omni. His scraped and bruised body was found on February 13 in Corporate Square between I-85 and Buford Highway. Dog hairs were found on the body. He had died of asphyxiation by ligature strangulation.

Curtis Walker, age 13, was last seen on February 19 at Byron’s Gun Shop on Bankhead Highway looking for work. He left and walked toward a nearby shopping center. He was wearing a brown and blue shirt, blue pants, and blue sneakers. His body, wearing only his underwear, was found snagged on a log on March 6 by firemen crossing the South River on Waldrop Road about ¾ miles from the Chapel Hill Harvester Church. Cause of death was asphyxiation by strangulation.

Joseph “Jo Jo” Bell, age 15, was last seen on March 2 playing basketball, then getting into a station wagon with Wayne Williams on Westview Drive. He was wearing a blue skullcap, sweatshirt, green jacket, and brown baggy pants. His body was found on April 19 just off a new trail in Rockdale County about a 2-mile walk from the start point. He was clad only in his underwear. Cause of death was undetermined asphyxiation.

Timothy Hill, age 13, was last seen on March 13 at 530 Gray Street, the house of a known pedophile, Thomas “
 Uncle Tom” Terrell. His body was found on March 30, wearing only his underwear, in the Chattahoochee River near the southern border of Fulton County. Cause of death was undetermined asphyxiation.

Eddie Duncan, age 21, was last seen on March 20 either in a game room at Techwood and Mills Street or getting into a car with a light-skinned man at the corner of Techwood Drive and North Avenue. On March 31, his body dressed only in his underwear, was found on the Douglas County side of the Chattahoochee River at the GA92 Bridge very near to the spot where the body of Timothy Hill had been found 24 hours earlier.

Larry Rogers, age 20, was reportedly seen on April 1 at Simpson Road NW and Lake Ave. NW. He was also seen getting into a green Chevy station wagon driven by a light-skinned man. He was wearing jeans, a windbreaker jacket, and red and white sneakers. His body was found on April 9 in the kitchen of a ground floor apartment in an abandoned building. He was wearing white swim trunks under blue jogging shorts and a blue shirt stuffed into his trunks. Cause of death was asphyxiation by strangulation.

Michael McIntosh, age 23, was last seen about April 1 by his family. His naked body was found on April 20 on the banks of the Chattahoochee River below the Campbelltown Road Bridge. Cause of death was asphyxiation by undetermined means.

William Barrett, age 17, was last seen on May 11 at the McDaniel-Glenn Housing Community Center when he paid a bill for his mother. His body was found by FBI agents in a wooded area on Winthrop Drive near I-20 and Glenwood. He was wearing the same clothes as he was last seen wearing except his faded blue-jean jacket. White undercoat animal hairs were found on the body. Cause of death was asphyxiation by strangulation.

During the investigation of the Child Murders, most of the bodies were found in or near the Chattahoochee River. 
 Nearly a dozen bridges were staked out. On May 22, 1981, an officer on one of the bridges heard a splash beneath the bridge. A Chevy station wagon was stopped a short distance from the bridge. The driver of the car was Wayne Williams, a supposed music promoter and freelance photographer. He told officers he was on his way to audition a singer named Cheryl Johnson, who lived in the nearby town of Smyrna. Police were not able to find any record of this appointment, nor did they find Cheryl Johnson.

Two days later, April 24, the body of Nathaniel Cater, age 27, was found floating downriver a few miles from the bridge where they had stopped Wayne Williams in the Chevy station wagon. The body was nude and had extensive water damage. Cater had last been seen on May 21 by gardener Robert I. Henry holding hands with Wayne Williams at the entrance of the Rialto Theatre on Forsythe Street.

The last time Jimmy Rae Payne, age 21, was seen was on either May 21 or 22 at the apartment in the Vine City Terrace Apartments he shared with his father and sister. At the time, he was wearing a red jogging suit and white sneakers. His body was found on May 27 by Jesse Arnold and his wife, who were fishing in the Chattahoochee about a mile north of the Bankhead Highway Bridge. The body was clad only in a pair of red shorts. A note was found in the pocket with an address on Kimberly Road where Edward Hope Smith and Lee Gooch lived.

Much of the circumstantial evidence pointed to Wayne Williams, who was arrested on June 21, 1981, and charged with the murders of Nathaniel Cater and Jimmy Rae Payne.

Wayne Williams’ two-month trial began on January 6, 1982, in Fulton County, Georgia. Prosecutors matched 19 different sources of fibers and hair from Williams’ home and car, his bedspread, bathroom, gloves, clothes, carpet, and dog to several of the victims. Williams was linked to a number of victims by eyewitnesses. Williams testified in his own defense, but the jury found him guilty of the 
 murders of Nathaniel Cater and Jimmy Rae Payne. He was sentenced to life in prison. He is currently incarcerated at Telfair State Prison, Georgia, and will be eligible for parole in November 2027.


Aunt Thallie
 aka Grills, Caroline
 (c. 1890 – October 6, 1960) used poison as her weapon of death. She murdered three family members: her stepmother, Christine Michelson; Angelina Thomas and John Lundberg, relatives by marriage; and Mary Anne Mickelson, a close family friend, in 1947. On April 13, 1953, she gave her tainted tea to Christine Downey and John Downey, also family members, and Christine Downey’s mother, Eveline Lundberg. As authorities found out later by testing, the tea had been laced with thallium, a highly toxic metal.

In 1953, Caroline Grills was found guilty of four murders and three attempted murders. She was sentenced to life in prison. In October 1960, she died from peritonitis resulting from a ruptured gastric ulcer.


Australian Pedophile Killer
 aka Valera, Mark
 (b. April 24, 1979) is a possible serial killer of pedophiles in the state of New South Wales, Australia. Valera was named Mark van Krevel at birth, but later changed his name. He claimed that he had been sexually and physically assaulted by his father, Jack van Krevel.

On June 12, 1998, David O’Hearn, a convicted pedophile, was murdered and decapitated. His head had been smashed in with a wine decanter. His genitals and one hand had been cut off and he had been disemboweled. His head was found in his kitchen sink.

On June 26, 1998, Frank Arkell, the former mayor of Wollongong, was found bludgeoned to death with a bedside lamp and the electric cord wrapped tightly around his neck. Pins were stuck into his face and eyes. Arkell had been charged with pedophile offenses, but was acquitted six 
 months before his murder. He had been involved in child pornography and pedophilia scandals for several years.

Three months after the murders, Mark Valera, age 19, went to the Wollongong Police and confessed to the crimes. He claimed that both David O’Hearn and Frank Arkell had sexually propositioned him, and this caused flashbacks to his childhood. He told police that he killed them to keep other children safe from them. Valera was sentenced to two consecutive terms of life in prison without the possibility of parole in December 2000.

Less than two weeks later, Jack van Krevel was found brutally stabbed to death in his home. It was later found that Mark Valera’s sister and van Krevel’s daughter, Belinda van Krevel, had “asked” Keith Schreiber to kill her father because he was molesting her four-year-old daughter and she blamed him for Mark’s imprisonment. Keith Schreiber was a friend of Mark Valera’s and was a suspect in the murder of David O’Hearn. Schreiber was found guilty of Jack van Krevel’s murder and was sentenced to life in prison with a non-parole period of 12 years. He became eligible for parole in 2012.

Belinda van Krevel pleaded guilty to the murder and was sentenced to six years

imprisonment with a non-parole period of three and a half years. She was released from prison on June 1, 2007. She has been arrested twice since then, first for assault and theft, and secondly for stabbing her boyfriend.


Avinain, Jean-Charles-Antoine aka
 Terror of Gonesse
 (
 October 14, 1798 – November 28, 1867) was born in Torcy, France. He was a distinguished soldier having fought against the Cossacks during the invasion of France by allied troops at the age of 15, and in 1823 as part of the Hundred Thousand Sons of Saint Louis in the effort to restore King Ferdinand VII of Spain to power
 .

He became a butcher by trade and a thief who was sent to Devil’s Island, where he assisted in autopsies, learning to dissect human bodies. He returned to his home and family in January 1867. He told them he planned to go into the fodder business and when asked how he would get money to start the business, he said that while he was on Devil’s Island, he sold wine he had made and also found 1700 francs in the box belonging to one of the men who died on the island. He actually had no money.

He rented a warehouse, using his first two names only (Jean Charles), for just a few days at a time in January 1867, and got his first cart of fodder from Lucien Leconte whom he had planned to murder since he had no cash, but could not due to others in the area and because it was daylight. Claiming he did not have all of the money with him, he left the fodder and returned home.

On March 16, Avinain was seen at the La Chapelle Market buying a load of 100 bales of hay and 300 bales of straw from a young man named Isadore Vincent, who delivered the fodder to Avinain’s warehouse. Avinain murdered Vincent, then stole the hay and straw.

On March 19, a human torso was seen on the banks of the Seine by area workers. The doctor who performed the autopsy could not identify the man, but told officials he believed the body had been dissected by a butcher.

Avinain continued to buy hay from farmers, telling them he would beat anyone’s price. In good faith, they would follow him back to his warehouse, where death awaited. Avinain would kill them with a hammer, dissect them, and throw them in the river. He then sold the hay as well as the horse and wagon the hay had been delivered in.

On June 26, 1867, Avinain was seen in the company of an old man named Duguet, who had a cart loaded with fodder and pulled by a white horse. They left the market together and stopped to eat at the Mathon restaurant. They were later seen walking on the banks of the Seine. Avinain 
 convinced Duguet to stay overnight. Avinain murdered him while he slept by hitting him 17 times with a hammer, then dissected him and threw his remains in the river.

Avinain’s undoing came when Duguet’s torso washed ashore on June 28 and a few days later, the arms, legs, and head were found. Professor August Ambroise Tardieu, dean of the Faculty of Medicine, performed the autopsy. He determined that the victim had been strangled, violently beaten on the head with a blunt object while sleeping, and butchered. The victim was identified a few days later as Duguet, who was a farmer from Longperrier.

Duguet’s white horse and cart were found. The horse had been sold for 400 francs to a man named Juquin and the cart sold for 40 francs to Jean Charles, a cartwright-locksmith in the city of Chasseurs. Jean Charles aka Avinain tried to escape through the sewer system, but was captured at the exit by police.

On October 2, 1867, Avinain, who had confessed to the murders, went on trial. He was found guilty and sentenced to death. On November 28, 1867, he was led to the scaffold and as he stood awaiting the guillotine, he shouted, “Gentlemen! Never confess, never admit.” The guillotine fell and he was silenced forever.


Axe Killer
 aka Msomi, Elifasi
 (c. 1940 – February 10, 1956) was a serial killer in the Umkomaas and Umzimkulu valleys in the province of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa. Msomi was a Zulu who was an unsuccessful witch doctor or sangoma. Being unsuccessful, he engaged an evil spirit known as a tokoloshe.*

In August 1953, Msomi began an 18-month killing crusade under the instruction of the tokoloshe. His mistress alerted the police to his first murder and he was arrested, but he escaped within a short time. He murdered five children before being arrested again, but he escaped again (he gave credit for both of his escapes to the tokoloshe). He had 
 murdered a total of 15 people by beating them to death with an axe. It was determined that he derived sexual pleasure from inflicting this horrendous pain on his victims.

Msomi was sentenced to death by hanging. The superstitious Zulu population believed that the tokoloshe would save Msomi from his death. To allay these fears, nine Zulu chiefs and elders were permitted to attend Msomi’s hanging to confirm that the tokoloshe did not save him. However, one chief felt that Msomi might return after death as a tokoloshe.

On February 10, 1956, Msomi was hanged at the Pretoria Central Prison under the watchful eyes of prison officials and the Zulu chiefs and elders. To date, there have been no reports of seeing a tokoloshe or Msomi appearing as a tokoloshe.

*In Zulu mythology, tokoloshe, tikoloshe, or hili is a dwarf-like water sprite.

It is considered a mischievous and evil spirit that can become invisible by drinking water. Tokoloshes are called upon by malevolent people to cause trouble for others.



Babe
 aka Baekuni*
 (b. 1961) was a street vender who pushed his cart through the streets of Jakarta selling snacks, drinks, and cigarettes. The street children all called him “Babe”, pronounced bar-bay. “Babe” was a pedophile who had a swarm of victims right at his fingertips.

Baekuni was arrested on January 8, 2010. He confessed to killing 14 street children between 1993 and 2010. He was convicted of murdering and sexually assaulting four children and was sentenced to life in prison on October 5, 2010.

*The majority of Indonesians do not have a surname.


Babyface
 aka Jameswhite, Richard
 (b. 1973) had such a young face and short stature (about 5 feet tall) that he was dubbed “Babyface”. Although he was 19 at the time of the 
 murders, he looked to be about the age of 13. He belonged to the Parkside Gang, which operated south of Prospect Park in Flatbush (Brooklyn, New York) and specialized in stealing from drug dealers. He said that he started killing to avenge his brother Glester’s death and that he took a trip to Jamaica where he paid a “witch doctor” for a blessing which made him invisible to his enemies and to the police.

Jameswhite is believed to have murdered at least 15 men between 1992 and 1994. In February 1991, he attempted to kill Kevin Smith, who he thought had killed his brother in East Flatbush. He jumped bail and committed at least five other murders in Brooklyn. The police said that in a double homicide he sat on the handlebars of a bicycle, being pedaled by a friend, down Ocean Avenue, with a gun in each hand. He sprayed the street with gunfire, killing two men and wounding two others. Police believe he took part in the robbery of an armored car along with four others which netted them $101,000. A Transit Authority worker, Robert Singleton, was killed by a stray bullet during the gun battle between guards and robbers. Part of the gang, including Jameswhite, looking to rob drug dealers, entered an apartment and found two teenage girls whom they raped. When Jameswhite spotted detectives talking to a rape victim, he opened fire and escaped by car.

According to investigators in Brooklyn, Jameswhite’s victims were Javier Avila, age 22, murdered March 29, 1992; Fitzroy Reid, age 21, murdered January 6, 1993; Omark Dee, age 27, murdered August 24, 1992; Ryan Cambridge, age 18, murdered May 1, 1993; and Dodson Sparman, age 21, also murdered May 1, 1993.

After managing to elude Brooklyn police for three years, Richard Jameswhite was arrested in the state of Georgia during the last week of April 1993 for killing a man during a traffic dispute. He was wanted for six deaths in Brooklyn and several more murders in other cities down the east coast
 .

He was tried and convicted of a murder in Georgia. On December 12, 1994, he was sentenced to life in prison. He is currently serving his sentence at Metro State Prison near Atlanta, Georgia.


Backpacker Murderer
 aka Heaulme, Francis
 (b. February 25, 1959) was a serial killer in France in the late 1980s. His father was very abusive; Heaulme became an alcoholic at an early age and attempted suicide.

He suffered from Klinefelter syndrome which, among other things, causes sexual insufficiencies. In some cases, Heaulme was unable to perform, so his accomplice would rape the girl while Heaulme murdered her.

His victims were Lyonelle Gineste, age 17; Annick Maurice, age 26; Ghislaine Ponsard, age 61; Georgette Manesse, age 86; Joris Viville, age 10, in Port-Grimaud; Aline Pérès, age 49, in Brest; Sylvie Rossi, age 30; Laurence Guillaume, age 14, near Metz; and Jean Rémy, age 65.

In 1997, Heaulme was convicted of three murders and sentenced to life with no chance of parole for 22 years. On December 16, 2004, he was found guilty of three more of the murders and was sentenced to an additional 30 years in prison with no chance for parole for 20 years.


Backpacker Murders
 aka Milat, Ivan
 (December 27, 1944 – October 27, 2019) was responsible for the murders of at least seven young people in New South Wales, Australia, during the period of 1989 – 1992. Their bodies were discovered partially buried in the Belanglo State Forest a little over nine miles (15 km) southwest of the town of Berrima, New South Wales.

In 1989, Deborah Everist, age 19, and James Gibson, age 19, disappeared after leaving Frankston, a suburb of Melbourne, Victoria. Shortly after Christmas 1991, Gabor Neugebauer, age 21, and Anja Habschied, age 20, a couple from Germany, disappeared from the Kings Cross area. 
 Around the same time period, Simone Schmidl, age 21, also from Germany, was last seen hitchhiking on January 20, 1991. In April 1992, Caroline Clarke, age 21, and Joanne Walters, age 22, from Britain, also disappeared from the Kings Cross area of Sydney.

On September 20, 1992, a group of orienteers (a family of sports that requires navigational skills using a map and compass to navigate from point to point in diverse and usually unfamiliar terrain) found remains in the Belanglo State Forest. The next day police constables discovered a second set of remains within 100 ft. of the other remains. It was determined that these were the bodies of Caroline Clarke and Joanne Walters. Clarke had been shot several times in the head. Walters had been stabbed at least nine times. Police continued to search for another five days, but nothing further was found.

In October 1992, a human skull and thigh bone were found by a local man in a remote section of the forest. He returned with the police to where he found the skull. They discovered two more bodies. They were identified as Deborah Everist and James Gibson, which surprised police as Gibson’s backpack and camera had been discovered by the side of the road at Galston Gorge, in the north Sydney suburb about 62 miles north of the location of the body.

On November 1, 1993, a skull found by police in a clearing in the forest was identified as the skull of Simone Schmidl from Germany. More of her remains were found at the same location. She had been stabbed to death in the upper torso. Clothing found at that location was not Schmidl’s, however, but belonged to Anja Habschied.

On November 3, 1993, the remains of Anja Habschied and Gabor Neugebauer were found in shallow graves about 160 ft. apart. They had both been stabbed and/or shot numerous times. Anja Habschied had been decapitated.

It was determined that the killer had spent considerable time with the victims both before and after the murders, as 
 campsites were discovered close to the location where the remains had been found. Shell casings of the same caliber were found at each campsite. Some of the victims showed signs of strangulation and severe beatings.

On November 13, police received a call from Paul Onions in Britain who told them about a backpacking trip he had made to Australia in January 1990. He had accepted a ride south out of Sydney with a man who called himself Bill on January 25. After they were out of the city, Bill pulled a gun on Onions, but he managed to escape and a passing motorist gave him a ride to the police station where he made a report. Onions’ statement was verified by the woman who picked him up, Joanne Berry. The police also received a phone call from the girlfriend of a man who worked with Ivan Milat. They thought the police should question Milat.

The police found out that Milat had served prison time for breaking and entering, possession of and driving a stolen car, theft, and robberies. He was charged with the abduction of two women and the rape of one, but these charges were dropped. It was found that Ivan owned a property in the vicinity of Belanglo. Authorities also learned that both Ivan Milat and his brother, Richard, worked together on road gangs between Sydney and Melbourne. Paul Onions was asked to come to Australia to help with the investigation. On May 5, 1994, Onions identified Ivan Milat as the man who had picked him up and had drawn a gun on him. Milat was arrested on May 22 at his home in Eagle Vale, a northern suburb of Campbelltown, New South Wales, on robbery and weapons charges. On May 30, Ivan Milat was charged with the seven murders.

In March 1996, the murder trial of Ivan Milat began. After 15 weeks of testimony, the jury found him guilty of all of the murders on July 27, 1996. He was also convicted of attempted murder, false imprisonment, and the robbery of Paul Onions, for which he received a sentence of six years on each count. Ivan Milat was sentenced to life on 
 each count of murder, without the possibility of parole. He was sent to Maitland Gaol, where he was beaten by another inmate on his first day. He and a convicted drug dealer made an escape attempt about one year later. The other prisoner, former Sydney councilor George Savvas, was found hanging in his cell the next day. Milat was transferred to the Goulburn Prison, a maximum-security super prison in New South Wales. In May 2019, he was admitted to the Prince of Wales Hospital, where he was diagnosed and treated for esophageal cancer. He was then transferred to Long Bay Correctional Centre, where he died on October 27, 2019.


Bahadurgarh Baby Killer
 aka Surinder Koli
 (c. 1970) was suspected of murdering up to 31 victims in the Noida neighborhood of Nithari, India, in 2005-06. Businessman Moninder Singh Pandher owned and resided in the house where the murders occurred.

In December 2006, two residents of the area claimed they knew the location of the remains of children who had disappeared over the past two years. They told Resident Welfare Association President S. C. Mishra that the remains were in the municipal water tank behind house D5 (Pandher’s house). The residents each had a daughter who was missing. They said that they had notified local authorities, but nothing was done and that was their reason for contacting Mishra. Mishra and the two residents searched the tank drain and one of the residents found a decomposed hand. The police were called in. Pandher and his servant, Surinder Koli aka Satish,
 were arrested.

When the digging was done, police had uncovered remains of at least 17 victims, 11 of whom were girls. Fifteen of the 17 remains were identified. Ten of them were identified by Surinder Koli when he was confronted with the photographs of the missing children. He also identified the only adult, 20-year-old Deepika (known as Payal). Five others were identified by family members after being shown 
 belongings recovered from the scene. The police maintain that there were at least 31 child victims, but the finding of additional remains has not been reported.

On February 12, 2009, both Moninder Singh Pandher and Surinder Koli were found guilty of the murder of Rimpa Haldar, age 14. They were given the death sentence on February 13. On September 10, 2009, the high court acquitted Moninder Singh Pandher and overturned his death sentence. On May 4, 2010, Koli was found guilty of the murder of Arti Prasad, age 7, and was given a second death sentence. On September 27, 2010, Koli was found guilty of the murder of Rachna Lal, age 9, and he was given a third death sentence. On December 22, 2010, he was found guilty of the murder Deepali Sarkar, age 12, and given a fourth death sentence. On February 15, 2011, the Supreme Court upheld the death sentence of Surinder Koli. On December 24, 2012, Koli was found guilty of the murder of Chhoti Kavita, age 5, and was given a fifth death sentence.

Koli’s execution has been postponed several times. The latest rescheduling was in September 2014, when he was been scheduled for death by hanging on October 29, 2014. This did not happen. On January 27, 2015, Surinder Koli’s death sentence was commuted to life in prison.

Moninder Singh Pandher still faces trial in five of the remaining 12 cases and could be resentenced to death if found guilty in any of those killings.


Bahamas Serial Killer
 aka Farrington, Cordell
 (b. 1968) was the father of three children, one only three months old, when he surrendered to police at the Central Police Station in Grand Bahamas on October 26, 2003, and confessed to the murders of Jamaal Robinson, Mackinson Colas, Junior Reme, DeAngelo McKenzie, and Desmond Rolle.

Farrington told the officers that he had murdered his lover, Jamaal Robinson, age 22, but no reason was released
 .

On May 16, 2003, he had picked up Mackinson Colas on his way to Pioneer’s Way in Freeport. He took him home, ordered him to take a shower, then bound his hands and feet with duct tape and struck him several times on the head with a wooden plank. He put the body in the trunk of his car, drove to Barbary Beach, and buried him.

DeAngelo McKenzie was picked up by Farrington on May 27, 2003 in the parking lot of the Church of God as he headed home from school. He asked DeAngelo to go home with him to pick up some equipment for the church. Farrington took the boy home, had sex with him twice, then bound him with duct tape and hit him in the head several times with a wooden plank. He took the boy’s body to Barbary Beach and hid it.

Farrington picked up Junior Reme on July 29, 2003, at the rear of the Christ the King Anglican Church and took him home. He ordered the boy to take a shower, but he refused. He bound the boy with duct tape, but when he started to scream Farrington stabbed him in the neck with a knife (his own son was in another room). He hid the body at Barbary Beach.

Desmond Rolle was last seen on September 28, 2003. Farrington picked the boy up at a park on his way to William’s Town. Gaining his trust by telling Desmond that he knew his mother and brother, he drove to an isolated area, handcuffed Desmond, and raped him. He slit the boy’s throat, took the body back to his car, and had sex with the body. He then took it to Barbary Beach, slit open the boy’s chest and removed the heart, and removed several limbs.

Cordell Farrington was sentenced to death in 2006. He had already been sentenced to life for the murder of Jamaal Robinson. On October 15, 2008, his death sentence was commuted to life in prison.


Bai Baoshan
 (November 6, 1958 – May 6, 1998) was born in Beijing, China. In the 1980s, Bai killed for the first 
 time during a robbery. He served 13 years in prison for robbery and murder. He was released in 1993. Bai planned his revenge against society for the 13 years he spent in prison.

His first act of revenge was in March 1996, when he attacked a police patrol, stole a semi-automatic weapon, and used this weapon to kill one person and injure four of the patrol officers and two others. It is believed that he also killed a cigarette vendor in Beijing later that year during a robbery. Bai traveled from Beijing to the northern province of Hebei and attacked a police sentry, killing him and taking his automatic rifle. He then fled to Urumqi, the capital of Xinjiang province. There, during a robbery, he and two accomplices killed ten police officers, security guards, and civilians. The group made off with 1.5 million yuan ($180,000 US). Bai did not want to share the money, so he killed one of his partners. He then returned to Beijing. By this time, Bai was China’s Public Enemy No. 1. He was arrested on October 16, 1997.

Bai Baoshan was convicted of many crimes, including 14 charges of murder. He was executed on May 6, 1998 in the province of Xinjiang.


Bailey, Ronald Lloyd
 (b. February 21, 1959) murdered teenaged boys in Wayne County and Livingston County, Michigan, between July 16, 1984 and August 31, 1985. Bailey had a long history of assaulting boys. It was learned at his trial that Bailey’s first homosexual relationship occurred in the third grade. The second known assault was in 1972 when he kidnapped a boy in Farmington, Michigan, and fondled him in the woods behind a school. There were other incidents in the 1970s and he was sent to the Northville Regional Psychiatric Hospital after he abducted a 12-year-old boy from the Westland Mall and sexually assaulted him.

In June 1984, he kidnapped and sexually assaulted a 15-year-old boy in Redford Township. Just a month later, 
 Bailey kidnapped and murdered Kenneth Myers, age 14, in Wayne County. There were no more known incidents for just over a year, when he abducted Shawn Moore, age 13, about 3:45 p.m. on August 31, 1985, as Shawn was returning home on his bicycle from the local convenience store in Green Oak Township. There were witnesses this time and they informed police that Shawn had been yanked off his bicycle and dragged into a late-model Jeep by a white man in his mid-20s.

Michigan State Police released a composite of the abductor and a photograph of a Jeep similar to the one the abductor was thought to be driving. Bailey’s name appeared on a list of Jeep owners on September 6, and he was interviewed. He claimed to have been fishing in the “Thumb” area near Caseville. His criminal history was not available until several days later. He was questioned a second time, but witnesses did not pick him out of a line-up. Authorities kept him under surveillance.

On September 11, Bailey flew to Orlando, Florida, unaware that an FBI agent was also on board the plane. On September 13, Shawn Moore’s nude body was found in a state forest within 2.5 miles of a cabin belonging to a friend of Bailey’s in Gladwin County. A warrant was issued for Bailey’s arrest and police went to pick him up in Belleview, Florida, only to learn that he was not there. The following day, after a search by federal and state authorities, Bailey walked out of a swamp in Marion County, Florida, and was arrested. He was sent back to Michigan and charged with the kidnapping and first-degree murder of Shawn Moore. Bailey was found competent to stand trial and the trial began on September 11, 1986.

The jury, consisting of seven men and five women, deliberated for nine hours over a two-day period and found Bailey guilty. On October 30, 1986, he was sentenced to life for first-degree murder and to 65 – 100 years for kidnapping
 .

On December 4, 1986, Bailey was sentenced to life for the July 16, 1984, murder of Kenny Myers and to 60 – 90 years for his kidnapping.

According to Michigan State prison records, Bailey is serving three life sentences at Bellamy Creek Correctional Facility at Ionia, Michigan.


Baker, Allan
 (c. 1950) and Crump, Kevin
 (c. 1948) are Australian murderers currently serving their life sentences in separate maximum-security prisons in New South Wales.

In 1973, they used a .308 rifle to murder Ian James Lamb, age 43, while he napped in his car. Three days later, they abducted Virginia Morse, age 35, a mother of three, and stole $30 which they used to buy beer and gas. They stopped just south of the Queensland border, tied Virginia to a tree, and took turns raping her repeatedly. They continued on south with the woman. Again they stopped, tied Virginia to a tree, then raped and tortured her repeatedly before one of them shot her between the eyes. They rolled her body into the Weir River near Moonie and burned her clothes. They were spotted in their stolen car and a high-speed chase ensued. One police car was rammed off the road and a second police car took up the chase. This officer was shot in the face. Baker and Crump were finally stopped at a roadblock and the murderers took off on foot. After an intensive search by ground and air, the two were finally arrested three hours later in a nearby river. They were returned to New South Wales for trial.

Baker and Crump were charged with the murder of Ian James Lamb, maliciously wounding a police officer with intent to prevent lawful apprehension and shooting at police with intent to prevent lawful apprehension, plus conspiracy to murder Virginia Morse. They could not be charged with Virginia Morse’s murder because she had been killed in Queensland, outside the jurisdiction of the Government of 
 New South Wales. They are currently serving sentences of life plus 55 years.


Baker, Stanley Dean
 (b. 1948) and Stroup, Harry Allen
 (b. 1950) were a pair of murderers, one of whom admitted to being a cannibal. They were arrested while the California Highway Patrol were investigating a hit and run accident on July 13, 1970. The pair was walking down a nearby road and fit the description of the two long-haired males who had fled the scene of the accident. In talking with the police, Stanley Baker stated that he was a cannibal and pulled a human finger bone from his pocket, which he said came from his most recent victim in Montana. Harry Stroup was also found to be carrying a human finger bone in his pocket.

Investigators in Montana found the mutilated remains of a victim in the Yellowstone River with his heart and several fingers missing. Baker told investigators that he had been recruited by Satanic cultists in his home state of Wyoming. He claimed that he was a member of the 4 Pi Movement
 and that there had been human sacrifices in the Santa Ana Mountains south of Los Angeles. He also said that he had helped to murder Robert Salem on April 20, 1970. Salem had been stabbed 27 times, nearly decapitated, and his left ear had been severed and removed from the scene. Baker claimed all of this was done on orders from the Grand Chingon, the master of the 4 Pi Movement.
 Baker and Stroup were returned to Montana. Both were convicted and sentenced to prison. Harry Allen Stroup was released in 1979. Stanley Dean Baker was paroled in 1985 and requested that his whereabouts remain confidential.


Balaam, Anthony
 (b. July 19, 1965) was a crack addict and serial killer in Trenton, New Jersey. Known as the Trenton Strangler, Anthony raped a woman on February 16, 1995, in a drug-for-sex encounter. She was fortunate—she escaped. Four others were not as lucky. Balaam strangled 
 to death Karen Denise Patterson on October 24, 1994; Vallentina Cuyler on March 19, 1995; Connie Hayward on April 10, 1995; and Debora Ann Walker on July 29, 1995. The woman who was raped on February 16 provided the police with a description of her attacker and on August 8, 1996, police arrested Balaam, who confessed to the four murders. Investigators believe he might be implicated in other cases. On June 1, 2000, after a five-year-long trial, Anthony Balaam was convicted of the four murders and was sentenced to four life sentences without parole.


Baldi, Joseph
 (b. 1941) was a serial killer in the Queens, New York neighborhood. He was a prowler who invaded homes (mostly on weekends) and slashed the women to death in their beds during the period of September 1970 to June 1972.

On September 20, 1970, Areti Koularmanis was murdered. During the next 18 months, there were four more attacks, but the women were not murdered. On March 19, 1972, Carmille Perniola was stabbed to death while she slept in her parents’ home. On April 13, 1972, Clara Toriello was murdered in her bed. On June 13, Baldi slashed the face of a sleeping teenager through an open bedroom window. The teenager survived. The killer was picking up his pace. Two nights later, a woman awoke to find an armed man climbing through her bedroom window. Her screams probably saved her life; he fled without touching her. On June 17, Deborah Januszko was not as fortunate. She slept through his entry and was stabbed to death.

Police arrested Joseph Baldi on June 21, 1972, and charged him with the murder of Deborah Januszko. He had a ten-year record of being incarcerated at mental facilities, including several at the Creedmore State Hospital in Queens. Investigators found five knives, a pistol, and a stack of porno magazines in his rented room—no more than 50 feet from the Januszko home. On September 5, 1971, 
 Baldi had fired shots at police when they surprised him during a burglary in Queens. He was committed for psychiatric observation. He was transferred to Creedmore on November 30 and released by mistake on January 21, 1972. Examination of hospital records revealed that Baldi was free on the nights of all of the attacks in Queens.

In late 1974, Baldi was found guilty of attempted murder, burglary, and possession of weapons and was sentenced to an indeterminate term of 25 years to life.


Ballard Jr., Billy Ray
 (c. 1954) was a truck driver from Plains, Montana, who confessed to killing a Seattle couple who disappeared while sightseeing in the Columbia River Gorge in 1985. Edward Smith and Kimberly Dianne LaVine were college sweethearts and planned to marry in the summer of 1985. On March 9, they decided to take a weekend trip to Grant County, Washington to visit the tourist areas and explore the beautiful scenery. When they did not report for their jobs on March 11, their employers contacted the King’s County Sheriff’s Department. An investigation for the missing couple began almost immediately. Edward’s body was found on March 10, in a gravel pit near the Wanapum Dam, but there was no identification found with his body. His hands were tied behind his back and his throat was cut. Kimberly was not anywhere in the immediate area.

Two weeks later, their vehicle was found some ten miles from where Edward’s body had been found. Kimberly was not in the immediate area of the vehicle. A single fingerprint was found that did not belong to Edward or Kimberly. Finally in August, Kimberly’s skeletal remains were found about two miles from where investigators had found Edward. There were no suspects.

Later in August, vocational school employees Stephen Harkins, age 27, and his girlfriend Ruth Cooper, age 42, from Tacoma, Washington, decided to go camping for the weekend at Tule Lake in Pierce County and took along their 
 dog. When they did not report in for their jobs on Monday, August 12, fellow employees and family members became quite concerned. On Wednesday, August 14, hikers working through the forest in South Pierce County came upon the body of Stephen Harkins still in his sleeping bag. His dog was found nearby; both had been murdered by a single shot. Ruth Cooper was not in the immediate area. Ruth’s purse, skull, and skeletal remains (confirmed by dental records) were found in October 1985. A tube sock was wrapped tightly around her neck indicating that she had been strangled, but the cause of death was a gunshot wound to her abdomen.

On December 12, Mike Riemer, age 36, along with his girlfriend Diana Robertson, age 21, and their 2-year-old daughter, Crystal, got into their 1982 red Plymouth pickup truck early that morning from their home in Tacoma to find a Christmas tree for the holidays in the Nisqually River area. While there, Riemer was also going to check his animal traps he had set up in that area. Late in the afternoon, Crystal was discovered crying and very upset in a K-Mart shopping center, in Spanaway, some 30 minutes away from where the parents had told relatives they were going. Employees and customers tried, in vain, to locate the parents. The police were called and they put her in temporary foster care until they could locate relatives. Her photo appeared in newspapers and television news broadcasts across the state of Washington.

Crystal’s grandmother recognized the photo as her granddaughter, contacted police, and Crystal was placed in her care. When the grandmother asked Crystal where her parents were, she replied, “Mommy is in the trees.”

The disappearance of Mike Riemer and Diana Robertson, like the case of the disappearance of Stephen Harken and his girlfriend Ruth Cooper, was becoming a cold case. On February 18, 1986, a motorist found a red 1982 Plymouth pickup truck and Diana’s body in a forested area on 
 Washington SR 7. Diana had been murdered by 17 stab wounds and had a tube sock tied tightly around her neck. Members of the Lewis County Sheriff’s Department arrived on the scene with bloodhounds to search for Riemer and any evidence they could find in the area. Mike Riemer was nowhere to be found. The investigators did find blood stains all across the front seat, and a handwritten note saying, “I love you, Diana.” Investigators speculated that Riemer had written that note after he had murdered Diana, and that he had also murdered Stephen Harkins and Ruth Cooper. Riemer had a history of violence and remained the prime suspect for decades. He had been known to physically assault Diana and had been arrested for it as recently as October 19, 1985, but he and Diana always reconciled. He had the expertise to survive in the great outdoors.

Mike Riemer was finally exonerated in March 2011, when hikers uncovered a partial skull, proven to be Riemer’s, only a mile away from where Diana’s body had been found.

In 1990, four years after the murders of Edward Smith and Kimberly Dianne LaVine, the one fingerprint found on Smith’s car was found to be a perfect match to Billy Ray Ballard Jr.

Billy Ray Ballard Jr. is currently incarcerated at the Wyoming State Penitentiary in Rawlins, Wyoming, where he is serving his sentence of 35 – 50 years for the kidnapping, sexual assault, and aggravated robbery of two women in Wyoming. He is a suspect in the Washington State murders, but has not been charged.


Ballesteros, Francisca
 (b. 1969) was born in Valencia, Spain. She was a serial killer who murdered two daughters and her husband, and attempted to murder her son.

In 1990, suffering postpartum depression after the birth of her daughter, Florinda, she murdered Florinda when she was only five months old with Colme, a drug used to treat 
 alcoholism. 14 years later, Francisca decided to murder the rest of her family and go to a man she had met online and marry him. On January 12, she murdered her husband, Antonio Gonzalez Barribino, using Colme and the sedatives zolpidem and bromazepam. On June 4, 2004, she murdered her daughter, Sandra, and attempted to kill her 12-year-old son, Antonio, with the same medications. The boy survived.

On June 7, 2004, Francisca was arrested and she confessed to the murders. On September 26, 2005, Francisca Ballesteros was sentenced to 84 years in prison.


Ballina, David Avendaño
 (b. 1974) was the leader, along with his wife, Claudia Castillos Maya, of Los Goteras, a Mexican gang of sex servants who poisoned their clients to steal what they could from them. They operated in the years of 1997 – 2007 and are responsible for at least 70 murders. Their poison of choice was a mixture of high methyl alcohol content (tequila or vodka) and ophthalmological drops that contained benzodiazepine or cyclopentolate. This mixture would make the victim feel dizzy and weak, followed by loss of consciousness and then cardiorespiratory failure.

Some of the victims survived but they suffered a terrible hangover, blindness, or anaphylactic shock. For fear of social castigation, they kept this their “own little secret.”

On May 11, 2007, the most important of the gang, 18 members (11 men and 7 women) were arrested. They told investigators that there were more “cells,” more individuals, and named Ballina as their leader. David Avendaño Ballina, known as The Hamburger, was arrested on February 12, 2008. On October 17, 2011, he was sentenced to 13 years and four months of prison.


Baninzi, Asande
 (b. 1983) and Nombewu, Mtutuzeli
 (c. 1980) were serial killers in the Cape Town, South Africa area. During June through August 2001, Baninzi and Nombewu committed 14 murders and four rapes during 
 the commission of hijackings to obtain money for drugs. Baninzi was arrested and charged with 14 murders, four rapes, and two armed robberies. Mtutuzeli Nombewu shot and killed himself when police cornered him in a house. Baninzi was first tried and convicted of the murder of a family of four in Delft (who had informed the police of Baninzi’s whereabouts) and sentenced to four life sentences plus 67 years. On May 5, 2004, Asande Baninzi was found guilty on 51 charges and sentenced to 19 life sentences plus 189 years by the Cape High Court.


Barfield, Margie Velma
 (October 23, 1932 – November 2, 1984) was born in Cumberland County, North Carolina. At 17, Velma married Thomas Burke and had two children. This was a happy family until Velma had a hysterectomy and developed back pain which led to an eventual drug addiction. After her husband was discharged from his job and subsequently injured in a car accident, he began drinking to drown his sorrows. Velma committed him to the hospital as an alcoholic. Burke returned home sober and sullen. In 1969, he burned to death in bed. It was assumed by authorities to be an accident. In 1971, Velma married Jennings Barfield. His sudden death six months later was attributed to natural causes.

In 1974, Velma forged her mother’s name on a $1,000 loan application. She panicked when she thought that the bank might contact the real Lillie Bullard for verification. She fed her mother a lethal dose of insecticide. Again, the death was attributed to natural causes.

In 1976, Velma began working as a caretaker for the elderly Montgomery and Dollie Edwards. In a short time, Montgomery Edwards became ill and died. A month later, Dollie became ill with the same symptoms as her husband and she also died. These were the same symptoms that Velma’s mother had before she died. Velma had been forging checks again
 .

Velma Barfield took another caretaking job in 1977, caring for 76-year-old Record Lee while she recovered from a broken leg. John Henry, Record’s husband, began experiencing pains in his stomach and chest, along with vomiting and diarrhea, and he died a short time later.

While Velma was attending to the Edwards, Stuart Taylor, a nephew of Dollie Montgomery, became Velma’s boyfriend. Velma had been forging checks on his account and he discovered it. Velma poisoned him by mixing arsenic rat poison in his beer and tea. He died on February 3, 1978. Taylor’s autopsy showed arsenic in his system, and Velma Barfield was arrested. The body of Jennings Barfield was exhumed and found to have traces of arsenic, as were those of Thomas Burke, Velma’s mother Lillian Bullard, and Montgomery and Dollie Edwards.

Margie Velma Barfield was convicted of six murders and sentenced to death. She was executed on November 2, 1984, the first woman executed in the United States after the resumption of capital punishment in 1976, and the first woman to be executed by lethal injection.


Barone, Cesar Francesco
 (December 4, 1960 – December 24, 2009) was born Adolph James Rode in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. His was a life of troubles. He was kicked out of kindergarten; he was in juvenile detention for burglary; he raped his stepmother and assaulted his grandmother. At age 19, he raped and murdered a 71-year-old neighbor. He spent seven years in prison, where he claimed to have been a cellmate of and had correspondence with the infamous Ted Bundy, a fellow inmate.

At age 26, Adolph was released from prison. He changed his name to Cesar Francesco Barone because he had an obsession with Italian gangsters. Barone enlisted in the army and was stationed at Fort Lewis, Washington, but was discharged a year later because he had lied about his felony conviction
 .

Barone moved to Washington County in Oregon, married, and had a son, then his murderous rage took over again. In April 1991, he raped and strangled to death Martha Schmidt, age 61, in her home. In October 1992, he shot several times at the car of a midwife named Martha Bryant, age 41, as she was exiting the Tuality Hospital parking lot in Hillsboro, Oregon. He pulled her from the car, raped her, and shot her in the head at close range. In December 1992, he kidnapped 23-year-old Chantee Woodman, raped her, shot and killed her, and left her body along US Route 26 near Vernonia, Oregon. Betty Williams, age 51, was attacked by Barone in her Portland apartment in January 1993. She died of a heart attack as Barone began to sexually assault her.

Barone was arrested on February 27, 1993. He was tried and convicted of murdering Betty Williams and given a sentence of 89 years. He was also convicted of murdering Martha Schmidt, Martha Bryant, and Chantee Woodman. He received the death penalty.

In December 2009, Barone was in the prison infirmary dying from a cancerous tumor on his heart. He died on Christmas Eve, December 24, 2009.


Baseline Killer
 aka Goudeau, Mark
 (b. September 6, 1964) was a serial killer in the Phoenix, Arizona, area during the years 2005-06. He was so named because the killings began around Baseline Road in the south area of Phoenix. Goudeau had previously served 13 years of a 21-year sentence for aggravated assault. Originally charged with rape and kidnapping, he pleaded guilty to the lesser charge of aggravated assault. He was one of two serial cases in Phoenix at the time of the Baseline killings. The other was referred to as the Serial Shooter and two men were arrested and charged with the murders of seven people. See separate article -Serial Shooters.


Goudeau began his reign of terror on August 6, 2005, when he forced three teenagers behind a church near 
 Baseline Road, and sexually assaulted two of the girls. Less than two weeks later, he broke into a home where he robbed and sexually assaulted the woman living there.

On September 8, Goudeau became a killer after breaking into the home of Georgia Thompson in Tempe, Arizona, where he sexually assaulted and murdered her. On September 15, Goudeau sexually assaulted a woman on 40th Street in Phoenix. On September 20, two sisters were walking home from a nearby park when they were approached by Goudeau. He sexually assaulted one of the women while pointing the gun at her sister’s pregnant belly. On September 28, he committed a robbery on Baseline Road, and the same evening, on Central Avenue in Phoenix, he robbed and sexually assaulted another woman.

The serial rapist/killer was quiet during the month of October. On the night of November 3, he first robbed a shop on 32nd Street in Phoenix, then abducted a woman at a donation receptacle across the street and raped her. He wore a Halloween costume and black plastic glasses. On November 7, Goudeau committed three separate robberies. He first robbed four people at gunpoint at a Mexican restaurant, then went next door to a pizza restaurant where he robbed three people, and then robbed four people on the street. He fired a shot into the air as he fled.

On December 12, he murdered Tina Washington, age 39, with a shot to the head. He was seen standing over her body behind a fast-food restaurant. On December 13, Goudeau robbed a woman on South Mountain Avenue in Phoenix.

Again all was quiet for over two months, then on February 20, 2006, the bodies of two women, 38-year-old Romelia Vargas and 34-year-old Mirna Palma-Roman, were found inside their snack truck. They had both been shot to death, but their deaths were not immediately connected to the Baseline Killer.

On March 15, two more victims of the Baseline Killer were found. They were both employees of Yoshi’s 
 Restaurant located at 24th Street and Indian School Road, and were on their way home in the same vehicle. Liliana Sanchez-Cabrera, age 20, was found dead in the parking lot of a fast-food restaurant. The body of Chao Chou was found about a mile away. They had both been murdered by a shot to the head. On March 29, the badly decomposed body of Kristin Nichole Gibbons was found by a local businessman. She had also been shot in the head.

On May 1, a woman was abducted and sexually assaulted by a man in a Halloween mask. She was abducted from the same area outside of the restaurants where the robberies occurred on November 7, 2005.

On June 29, 2006, Carmen Miranda, age 37, was abducted from a self-serve carwash, a half block from the November 7 and May 1 crime scene. Her body was found behind a barbershop. She had been shot in the head. The murder was captured on a closed-circuit security camera.

On September 4, 2006, police arrested Mark Goudeau and charged him with the attack of the two sisters on September 20, 2005. On September 7, 2007, Goudeau was convicted of all 19 charges relating to the sexual assault of the sisters. He was sentenced to 438 years.

On November 30, 2011, Goudeau was sentenced to death on nine counts of murder. He is currently on death row at ASPC Eyman, Florence, Arizona.


Bateson, Paul
 (August 24, 1940) was born in Lansdale, Pennsylvania. He served in the army in the early 1960s and after his discharge, he trained as a neurological radiological technician and worked in that capacity at New York University Medical Center. He had a gay relationship, but identified as not being exclusively gay. During his army years and his gay relationship, Bateson drank heavily.

Film director William Friedkin was preparing to make a movie called The Exorcist
 and visited NYUMC to view certain medical procedures which were to be shown in the 
 movie. He was also considering using some of the medical staff as extras in the movie. Friedkin was so impressed by watching a cerebral angiography by Dr. Barton Lane that he wanted Lane to perform a similar procedure on camera along with his surgical nurse and Paul Bateson doing his job as neurological radiologist. After the film was released, Bateson began drinking heavily again and lost his job in 1975 as a result.

Addison Verrill was found dead in his apartment in the Village on September 14, 1977. There were signs of a struggle, and Verrill had been beaten and stabbed. The victim apparently knew his killer, since there was no evidence of a break-in, and there were several empty beer cans and liquor glasses still half full. There seemed to be nothing missing and investigators were unable to determine a motive. Gay murders in the Village occurred several times a year, mostly due to a gay relationship gone wrong. Arthur Bell, a gay activist and journalist for The Village Voice
 , wrote an article on the murder stating that Verrill had been seen at a leather bar until about 6 a.m. on the day he was murdered. In his article, he referred to the killer as a psychopath.

In closing, Bell gave the phone number of the homicide bureau of New York Police Department.

Several days later, Bell received a call from someone claiming to be the killer, who told him, “I like your story and I like your writing, but I’m not a psychopath.” He told Bell that he was gay, an alcoholic, and needed money. He had met Verrill at a gay bar on Christopher Street, where Verrill offered to buy him a beer, and then bought several more, plus they both used cocaine. They went to Verrill’s apartment by taxi where there was more alcohol and drugs, and then sex. He wanted more than Verrill was offering, so he hit him in the head with a frying pan, stabbed him with a knife, and took $57, his Mastercard, passport, and some of his clothes
 .

Bell contacted the police who suspected that the caller would call again and went to Bell’s apartment. At 11 p.m. the phone rang, but it was not the man who had called before. This person said his name was Mitch and that he knew who the killer was—Paul Bateson, whom he knew from St. Vincent’s Hospital when they were both “drying out.”

The police arrested Bateson at his apartment. They also found Mitch and questioned him, but he was soon released. Bateson eventually confessed and gave police a handwritten confession. Police were also investigating the murders of six other gay men.

On March 5, 1979, Bateson was found guilty of the murder of Addison Verrill and sentenced to 20 years to life in prison. At Bateson’s sentencing, the prosecutor William Hoyt called Bateson a “psychopath” and stated that he believed Bateson was responsible for the six unsolved murders. Bateson denied killing the six and has never been charged with those murders.


Baton Rouge Serial Killer/Bayou Murders
 aka Lee, Derrick Todd
 (November 5, 1968 – January 21, 2016) was a convicted serial killer. He has been linked by DNA to the Baton Rouge and Lafayette, Louisiana, murders of at least seven women.

Derrick Todd Lee had an extensive criminal history beginning in 1984 when he was caught peeping into the home of a St. Francisville woman, at the age of 15. He then graduated to attempted first-degree murder, stalking, peeping into other homes, and break-ins and burglary, plus other crimes.

The known victims of Derrick Todd Lee are Randi Mebruer, age 28, who disappeared in 1998; Pamela Kinamore, age 44, who was abducted from her home on July 12, 2001, and found with her throat slit; Gina Wilson Green, age 41, who was found strangled in her home on 
 September 24, 2001; Charlotte Murray Pace, age 21, found stabbed to death in her home on May 31, 2002; Trineisha Dene Colomb, age 23, found beaten to death and her body discovered in Lafayette Parish on November 24, 2002; Carrie Lynn Yoder, age 26, a graduate student at Louisiana State University, who was found dead March 13, 2003, in a marsh not far from where another body was discovered the previous summer; Geralyn DeSoto, age 21, who was found dead in her home in Addis in August 2004.

Derrick Todd Lee is a suspect as the 
 Baton Rouge Serial Killer No. 2
 ,
 namely the murders in 1992 of Connie Warner, age 41; Ann Bryan in 1994; Hardee Schmidt in 1999; Christine Moore in 2002; and the murder of Mari Ann Fowler, age 65, who disappeared on Christmas Eve, 2002, from a sandwich shop in West Baton Rouge parish. Her body has never been found.

In August 2004, Lee was tried and convicted of the murder of Geralyn Desoto. He was sentenced to life in prison without the possibility of parole.

On October 14, 2004, Lee was convicted of the rape and murder of Charlotte Murray Pace, an LSU graduate student. On December 10, 2004, he was sentenced to die by lethal injection. Derrick Todd Lee was executed on January 21, 2016, at the Louisiana State Penitentiary in Angola, Louisiana.


Batten, William
 (c. 1948) is a suspected serial killer from Washington State who was committed to a state psychiatric hospital in 1967 as a “sexual psychopath” following child molestations in 1967. Near Moclips, Washington, he stabbed two teenage hitchhikers to death in 1975. He is currently in prison in Washington. He is also a suspect in the 1969 disappearance of a woman he previously dated.


Baumeister, Herbert Richard
 (April 7, 1947 – July 3, 1996) was born in Indianapolis, Indiana, the oldest of 
 four children. He began exhibiting antisocial behavior during his adolescent years. By the time he was a teenager he was diagnosed as a schizophrenic, but did not receive psychiatric treatment.

Married in 1971, he and his wife, Julie, were the parents of three children. After drifting through a series of jobs, Baumeister founded the Sav-A-Lot chain of discount stores in 1988, quickly becoming affluent. They were soon the proud owners of an 18-acre estate called Fox Hollow Farm.

In the early 1990s, there seemed to be a preponderance of gay men disappearing in Marion County, Indiana. The county sheriff and Indianapolis Police Department began an investigation thinking that there had to be a connection in the disappearances. In 1993, they received a phone call from a man who claimed that a man at a gay bar calling himself “Brian Smart” had killed a friend of his and had attempted to kill him. The investigators told him to contact them if he encountered the man again. He called them again in November 1995 and supplied them with the man’s license plate. Investigators soon discovered that “Brian Smart” was, in fact, Herbert Baumeister.

When they approached Baumeister and told him he was a suspect in a series of disappearance, they asked to search his house and Baumeister refused. They then approached his wife, Julie, and she also refused. By June 1996, Julie had filed for divorce. She was afraid of her husband’s mood swings and erratic behavior. She consented to the house and grounds search, where investigators discovered the remains of 11 men. Baumeister escaped to Ontario, Canada. On July 3, 1996, Herbert Baumeister committed suicide by shooting himself in the head at Pinery Provincial Park in Grand Bend, Ontario. He left a note, blaming his suicide on his failing marriage and business. He mentioned nothing about the murders of the men found in his backyard.

In addition to the murders of the young men whose skeletons were found in his back yard, Baumeister is 
 suspected of killing at least nine more young men whose bodies were found along I-70 between Columbus, Ohio and Indianapolis, Indiana. Julie had told the investigators that Herb made numerous “business” trips to Ohio.


Bavarian Ripper
 aka Bichel, Andreas
 (1760 – June 9, 1809) was born in Bavaria (now part of Germany). Bichel set himself up as a “reader of the future” in Regendorf, Bavaria in the early 1780s. Many people came to him to learn of their future. Bichel was known as a mild-mannered person who never quarreled, drank, or smoked. He did a little stealing now and then, like vegetables from his neighbors’ gardens and once some hay from his employer, but he was not considered dangerous.

He chose his victims carefully, always picking out-of-towners who would not be missed for some time, mainly girls with money. He convinced these young women that he could not read their futures unless they remained motionless and must be tied securely to a chair. He would then knock them unconscious, rape them, and kill them. Bichel would then remove their clothing and bury them in a woodshed in back of the house. He kept whatever clothing, jewelry, and money the girls possessed.

Bichel was caught when a sister of one of his victims came to Regendorf in search of her. The sister spotted a garment worn by her sister—it was at the local tailor shop. The owner said that Bichel had sold the garment to him. The sister went to the police and, as they say, “The rest is history.” The police found piles of girls’ clothing and jewelry. They also found the girls’ bodies in Bichel’s woodshed.

In 1808, Bichel was found guilty of these murders and sentenced to death. He was tied so tightly to a wheel that the cords broke his skin. The executioner then took a sledgehammer and broke his bones, one at a time, before finally beheading him
 .


Baxter, Patrick
 (b. April 28, 1969) was a serial killer in Yonkers, New York, who murdered his first victim when he was 18 years old. On June 6, 1987, Michelle Walker, an African American teenager, age 14, from Yonkers was walking home on a summer afternoon carrying a pizza and a carton of milk when she was sexually assaulted and strangled to death. Her body was found the next day in a wooded area close to the path where she had been walking home. Her jewelry and cash were missing.

Eight months later, on February 6, 1988, a body was found near the Greenburgh-Yonkers border. Investigators identified her as Patricia England, who had disappeared on January 1 while walking to visit a friend. She had been sexually assaulted and murdered, possibly by strangulation. The authorities said that she had died about January 1, having been murdered elsewhere and her body dumped where it was found.

On July 17, 1990, between 8:00 and 9:00 a.m., Lisa Gibbens left her apartment to walk to the Crestwood train station to catch the train for her new job as a receptionist at a medical office in Hartsdale. Shortly after 9:00, her body was found about 50 feet from the regularly traveled path to the train station. Her purse was gone, as well as her jewelry. She also had been sexually assaulted and shot once in the back of the head.

Investigators had little or no evidence, nor were there any eyewitnesses to the crimes. All three cases went cold. Then, through DNA testing, it was determined that the semen collected in the Walker and Gibbens cases matched. Finally, the DNA testing of the semen from the England murder matched the DNA profile from the Walker and Gibbens cases. They had a serial killer on their hands.

Further investigation of the three murders brought up the name of Patrick Baxter several times. Baxter lived in an apartment overlooking the trail where Michelle Walker 
 was raped and murdered. Baxter had worked at an auto repair business in Yonkers with the boyfriend of Patricia England—Baxter and England knew each other. In the Gibbens case, there was only a tenuous connection—Baxter used to hang out at the Crestwood train station with some friends. After a legal battle, Baxter was forced to supply a blood sample for DNA testing. His DNA matched the DNA from all three cases.

In July 2002, Patrick Baxter, who had been in and out of prison several times since 1990, was convicted and sentenced to 75 years to life in prison.


Beast of Atteridgeville
 aka Mashiane, Johannes
 (? – October 1, 1989) was sentenced to prison for killing his girlfriend in 1977 and served five years. After being released in 1982, he began a series of rapes and murders of 12 young boys who were raped and murdered either by strangulation or stoning in the township of Atteridgeville, Pretoria, South Africa. His 13th victim was left for dead, but survived.

On October 1, 1989, in the Pretoria suburb of Marabastad, Mashiane was being pursued by police when he jumped under a bus, committing suicide.


Beast of Birkenshaw
 aka Manuel, Peter Thomas Anthony
 (March 13, 1927 – July 11, 1958) was born in New York City, but was a serial killer in southern Scotland between 1956 and 1958. He is suspected of and confessed to murdering more than 20 people but was only charged with eight murders and convicted of six.

Anne Kneilands, age 17, was bludgeoned to death with a length of iron on an East Kilbride golf course on January 2, 1956. Manuel was charged with this murder, but the case was dropped due to lack of evidence.

Marion Watt, age 45, Vivienne Watt, age 16, and Margaret Brown were shot to death in their home in Burnside, Glasgow, on September 17, 1956
 .

Taxi driver Sydney Dunn, age 36, was shot and killed on December 8, 1957. His body was found on the moorlands in Northumbria.

Isabelle Cooke, age 17, disappeared on December 28, 1957, on her way to a dance at Uddingston Grammar School. She was strangled and buried in a field.

Peter Smart, age 45, Doris Smart, age 42, and their son Michael, age 10, were shot to death in their Uddingston home on January 1, 1958. Manuel remained in their home for almost a week, subsisting on leftovers. The murder of this family led police to believe they had a serial killer on their hands.

Police believed that Manuel was responsible for these murders but had no evidence until after the murder of the Smart family, when Manuel used some banknotes to pay for drinks in east-end Glasgow pubs. The banknotes were from the Smart house and had been stolen by the killer. When Manuel was arrested, he denied his part in any of the murders. After talking with his mother at the police station, he confessed to these eight murders, plus others.

Manuel was tried and convicted of the murders, except for that of Anne Kneilands, which was withdrawn due to lack of evidence. He fired his lawyers and acted as his own attorney, and according to the judge, Manuel presented his defense “with a skill that was quite remarkable.” He was sentenced to death. On July 11, 1958, Manuel was hanged at Barlinnie Prison, Glasgow, Scotland.


Beast of Lysva
 aka Bratislav, Vladimir
 (b. 1976) was a serial killer in the town of Lysva, Russia. He was the son of a prosperous working-manager in the town of 50,000 and his brother was a member of the Russian militia. His father offered a reward to anyone who could give information about the Beast of Lysva.
 Vladimir often went along when his brother and other policemen searched for the serial killer
 .

Bratislav trolled for victims at a local nightclub and the Poesjkinpark where he could always find attractive women. Psychiatrists believe that his brutality, rape, and murder of women were borne out of a humiliating sexual experience when he was only 14. In his first sexual experience, an older woman rejected him when he could not maintain an erection.

In March 1997, he murdered his first victim after raping her. His brutality was unspeakable. After this murder, feeling remorseful, Bratislav sought out a priest but the priest would not listen to him. His remorse did not last long; within a week he struck again. This time his victim was a woman who was jogging in the park. He raped her, brutally beat her, and savagely bit into her breasts before strangling her.

On the night of July 28, 1997, Elena Lyzhina made the mistake of looking at Bratislav. He raped her and then cut her eyes loose from the optic nerves (that transmit the image from the eyes to the brain). Elena survived, but she is permanently blind. Bratislav claimed that “I put out their eyes because they wouldn’t stare at me anymore. Is that so weird?”

During the month of August, Bratislav murdered at least four women: Olga Kosenko, after she left Lysva’s nightclub early in the morning, was raped and strangled; 18-year-old Anna Marakulina, whom he knew, was raped and beaten on the head until she died; 17-year-old Maria Shetsova, whom he also knew, was raped and strangled, savagely bitten on the breasts, and had a wooden stick pushed into her mouth; and Alvira Kanzeparova was raped and strangled, then had her eyes put out.

Bratislav made the mistake of only taking Natalya Mezentseva’s purse. She recognized him and called the militia. They thought it was nothing more than a drug addict robbing her so he would have money to buy more drugs, but a few days later another woman was severely beaten in 
 the park. Natalya drove with the police officers around the park until she saw him. Bratislav was caught and arrested.

Vladimir Bratislav claimed he simply wanted to rob his victims of their jewelry, that he only killed them after they saw his face, and that sometimes he only raped and mutilated but did not murder them, thinking that this would distract the police. The police files show that Bratislav murdered ten women and attempted the murder of six others. Bratislav claims that he murdered more than 30. He is serving his life sentence in the prison of Solikamsk, located in Russia’s Ural Mountains.


Beast of Manchester
 aka Hardy, Trevor Joseph
 (June 11, 1945 – September 25, 2012) was a serial killer who murdered three teenage girls in the Manchester area of England between late December 1974 to March 1976.

On New Year’s Eve 1974, Janet Lesley Stewart, age 15, was stabbed to death and buried in a shallow grave in Newton Heath. In July 1975, Wanda Skala, age 17, was murdered on Lightbowe Road, in Moston, as she was returning home from her job as a barmaid at a local hotel. She had been hit over the head, robbed, and sexually assaulted. She was found naked and mutilated. Then in March 1976, the killer struck again. Sharon Mosoph was murdered while walking home from a staff party. She had been stabbed, strangled, and mutilated before being dumped naked into the Rochdale Canal at Failsworth, Oldham.

In the search for the killer, more than 23,000 men were stopped, searched, and questioned. Hardy was arrested for the murders of Skala and Mosoph in August 1976. He confessed to the murders. He also confessed to the murder of Janet Lesley Stewart, who was still thought to be a missing person. Trevor Hardy was convicted of the three murders and on May 2, 1978, he was sentenced to three life sentences at the Manchester Crown Court. He died of a heart attack in Wakefield Prison on September 25, 2012
 .


Beast of Montmartre
 aka Paulin, Thierry
 (November 28, 1963 – April 16, 1989) was a French serial killer born in Fort-de-France, Martinique. He lived in France from the age of about 10. Being of mixed race, he had few friends. He joined the Parachutists’ troops at age 17, but the other soldiers showed him contempt because of his mixed race and homosexuality.

In 1982, he robbed an old woman in her grocery and threatened her with a knife. He was sentenced to two years in jail, but the sentence was suspended and he remained free. He became a waiter at a transvestites’ night club in Paris and began his career as a performer, singing the songs of his favorite singer, Eartha Kitt, while dressed in drag. There he met Jean-Thierry Mathurin, age 19, and they became lovers.

On October 5, 1984, Germain Petitot, age 91, was assaulted. She survived the attack but was so traumatized she could not give police a description of her attackers. Also on the night of October 5, Anna Barbier-Ponthus, age 83, was murdered by being beaten and then smothered with a pillow. Her killers got away with 300 francs (about $50 US).

Between October 6 and November 30, 1984, eight more women were murdered and robbed in the 18th and neighboring precincts of Paris. Some of the victims were asphyxiated with plastic bags over their heads, some were beaten to death, and one was forced to drink drain cleaner. Paulin and Mathurin spent their nights dancing, drinking champagne, and snorting cocaine using their victims’ cash and credit cards.

A second wave of murders occurred from December 20, 1985, to June 14, 1986, when eight more elderly women were murdered. Police determined these women were killed by the same person who murdered the nine women in 1984
 .

In late 1986, Paulin attacked a cocaine dealer with a baseball bat, but did not kill him. The dealer reported the incident to the police and Paulin was arrested and served one year in jail. Upon his release, Paulin continued his lavish lifestyle, using stolen credit cards and cash from his victims. By this time, Paulin was aware of the fact that he had AIDS.

On November 25, 1987, he murdered Rachel Cohen, age 79. He also attacked Berthe Finalteri, age 87, and left her for dead. His last victim was Genevieve Germont, whom he strangled two days later.

Berthe Finalteri unexpectedly recovered (on Paulin’s 24th birthday, November 28) and was able to give a very detailed description of her attacker, “a mongrel in his 20s with hair like Carl Lewis and a buckle (earring) in his left ear.” A local police inspector, Francis Jacob, recognized Paulin from Finalteri’s description as he was walking down a street. He was arrested and admitted to all of the murders and his relationship with Mathurin. Thierry became ill in early 1988, as he began to experience the effects of AIDS. He was hospitalized within a year, suffering from tuberculosis and meningitis and nearly paralyzed. He died on April 16, 1989, in the hospital wing of Fresnes prison located in the town of Fresnes, Val-de-Marne, South of Paris.

Mathurin was tried and convicted of the first nine murders and was given a life sentence, plus 18 years without parole. He was paroled in January 2009.


Beast of the Andes
 aka Barbosa, Daniel Camargo
 (January 22, 1930 – November 13, 1994) was born in Colombia, South America. He is believed to have raped and murdered over 150 young girls in Columbia and Ecuador during the 1970s and 1980s.

Barbosa fell in love with Esperanza whom he planned to marry, but Esperanza was not a virgin, which became a deep-rooted fixation for Barbosa. He formed an agreement 
 with Esperanza that he would stay with her if she helped him find virgin girls to have sex with. Esperanza lured girls to their apartment and drugged them with seconal sodium sleeping pills. Barbosa raped, but did not kill any of the first five girls. The fifth girl they abused reported the crime and Barbosa and Esperanza were arrested. On April 10, 1964, Barbosa was sentenced to eight years in prison. He served his full sentence and was released.

Nothing was known of his whereabouts until 1973, when he was arrested in Brazil for being undocumented. Due to a delay in sending Barbosa’s criminals records from Columbia, he was deported and released. He took a street vendor job in Barranquilla selling television monitors. On May 3, 1974, he kidnapped a 9-year-old girl from a school yard, raped her, and murdered her so she could not report him to the police. When he returned to the scene of his crime to recover the television screens he had forgotten, he was arrested and charged with the girl’s murder, even though it was believed by authorities that he had murdered more than 80 girls in Colombia. He was sentenced to 30 years, but his sentence was reduced to 25 years and he was imprisoned on the island of Gorgona, Colombia, on December 24, 1977.

Barbosa escaped from Gorgona Island in November 1984 in a very primitive boat. The authorities assumed that he died at sea. By early December, he was in Guayaquil, Ecuador. In the city of Quevedo on December 18, a 9-year-old girl disappeared and on December 19, a 10-year-old girl disappeared. Between late 1984 and 1986 it is believed that Barbosa raped and murdered 54 girls. The police finally caught up with Barbosa. Two policemen on patrol approached him, thinking that he was acting suspicious. In a bag, he was still carrying the bloody clothes of the girl he had just murdered.

He was arrested in Quito on February 26, 1986, only minutes after he had murdered a 9-year-old girl. He gave them a false name, but was later identified by one of the 
 young girls he had raped and who had escaped. In 1989, Barbosa was convicted on all charges and sentenced to 16 years in prison—the maximum sentence allowed in Ecuador. He was serving his sentence at Garcia Moreno de Quito Prison when he was killed, reportedly by Luis Masache Naravaez (a cousin of one of his victims) on November 13, 1994.


Beast of the Bastille
 aka Georges, Guy
 (b. October 15, 1962) was active from 1991 to 1997, killing at least seven women in the area of Paris’ Revolutionary-era prison.

Born Guy Rampillon in Vitry-le-François (Marne), Georges’ biological parents were an American soldier and a French woman who abandoned the infant; he was taken in by a family named Morin who had seven children of their own. His foster mother, Jeanne Morin, described him as a “sensational child.”

Guy Georges stalked his victims for a few days. He would then strike up a conversation with them and somehow finagle his way into their homes, where he would bind them to their bed, rape, and torture them before slitting their throats.

Following the largest manhunt ever in France, on March 27, 1998, police arrested Georges after DNA matched him to four of the murders. To the embarrassment of the French police, Georges’ DNA had been on file for at least three years and investigators had continually overlooked it.

At his trial, Georges was described as “unstable” and the public prosecutor described him as “the incarnation of evil.” Psychiatrists warned the court that he was a “narcissistic psychopath” and could not be cured of his desire to kill, but he was legally sane to stand trial.

In April 2001, Guy Georges was sentenced to life in prison in the Maison Centrale d’Ensisheim with no parole for 22 years
 .


Beast of the Black Forest
 aka Pommerenke, Heinrich
 (July 6, 1937 – December 27, 2008) was a burglar, robber, rapist, and serial killer. Born in the village of Bentwisch, Mechlenburg, in West Germany, he was raised by his grandparents. He had a violent sexual appetite and bragged that he had seduced a girl when he was only ten years old. At age 15, he attempted to rape girls as they exited the local dance hall, but the girls screamed so loudly that he was sure the police would come and arrest him on sex charges. He fled to Switzerland in 1953, where he lived with his mother. He was expelled from Switzerland after he raped a woman there.

Back in Germany, after watching the movie The Ten Commandments
 with the scantily clad women dancing around the golden calf,
 he murdered four woman, ages 16 to 49, in the Black Forest area between February and June 1959. He told investigators that those scenes made him realize that women were the root of all evil and had to be punished.

On February 26, 1959, the body of Hilde Konter, age 49, was found in Karlsruhe. She had been raped and her throat had been slit.

In March 1959, the body of Karin Wädle was found on the banks of the Gutach River. She had been raped and then beaten to death with a stone.

On May 30, 1959, Pommerenke broke into a house through an open window in Singen and attempted to strangle a woman, but she screamed for help and he fled. The woman gave police a description of the man, but the attempted strangling was not connected to the two murders.

On May 31, 1959, on a train near Ebringenon, Pommerenke murdered Dagmar Klimek by stabbing her in the breast before throwing her body from the train. He then pulled the emergency brake and exited the train. He walked to where the body lay and raped the corpse
 .

June 8, 1959, Pommerenke again entered a house through an open window and stabbed a 15-year-old girl. As her father came to the girl’s rescue, Pommerenke fled the scene. A footprint was found at the scene.

June 9, 1959, near Baden-Baden, Rita Walterspacher was raped and strangled. Her body was found the next day in a nearby forested area.

On June 10, 1959, Pommerenke broke into a gun shop and took a rifle and an air gun. He used the gun to rob a counter clerk at the Karlsruhe railway station of 540 Deutsche Mark (German currency) on June 18. A footprint found at the railway station matched the footprint found at the scene of the attempted murder and rape on June 8. Also on June 18, Pommerenke accidentally left a parcel containing his pistol at a local tailor’s shop. When the tailor found the gun, he took it to the police, who matched it with the bullets fired in a recent bank robbery.

Pommerenke was arrested on June 10, 1959, and confessed to over 65 crimes, among them four murders, seven attempted murders, two rapes, 25 attempted rapes, six robberies, ten burglaries and six petit larcenies.

Pommerenke was convicted and sentenced to six life sentences on October 22, 1960. He died of leukemia at Hohenasperg Prison, near Stuttgart, Germany, on December 27, 2008.


Beasts of Satan
 aka Ballarin, Elisabetta; Guerrieri, Pietro; Leoni, Paolo; Maccione, Marco; Monterosso, Eros; Sapone, Nicola; Volpe, Andrea;
 and Zampollo, Marco
 were a Satanic group who were found guilty of murdering at least four people in “one of the most shocking crimes in post-war Italy,” as stated by the BBC.

In January 1998, in the early evening, Chiara Marino, age 19, and her boyfriend Fabio Tollis, age 16, were spending Saturday night drinking beer and listening to heavy metal at the Midnight Pub, but did not return home. Nicola Sapone 
 forced Fabio Tollis to call his father, Michele Tollis, and tell him that he was not coming home because he was going to spend the night with Chiara. Mr. Tollis sensed that something was not right and tried to reach Fabio at the Midnight Pub, but Fabio and Chiara were no longer there. Mr. Tollis contacted the police, but they were of the opinion that the pair had run away together. They had not run away; they were in the woods near Somma Lombardo, northwest of Milan, where they were murdered in a sacrificial killing fueled by drugs and involving sex and heavy metal music. They were stabbed to death by their so-called friends Andrea Volpe, Nicola Sapone, and Marco Maccione. Fabio Tollis was a large boy (6 feet, 2 inches tall and weighing in at 220 pounds) and tried to defend himself and Chiara, but the group overpowered him. The three buried Chiara and Fabio in a large grave in the woods and then danced on their graves, crying, laughing, and screaming, “Now you are zombies! Try to get out of this hole, if you dare!”

Mr. Tollis discovered how involved his son and friends were in Satanism and the occult and the “black metal” and “death metal” genre associated with the occult. He spent six years investigating the activities of the group and went back to the police with all the information he had garnered over the past six years after the January 2004 murder of Mariangela Pezzotta by Volpe and Sapone. She had been killed because she knew too much about the Beasts of Satan
 cult and the murders of Chiara and Fabio. Volpe had invited her over for dinner and tried to kill her as he planned but after shooting her, she was still alive and Volpe called Sapone for help. They tried to hide the dying Mariangela in the greenhouse of Ballarin’s parents’ home. Failing in that, they hit her several times with a heavy spade and still she was not dead, so they buried her alive in the greenhouse. Volpe and Ballarin took a heavy dose of cocaine and heroin and tried to get rid of Mariangela’s car by driving it into a nearby river. However, they crashed the car and were 
 subsequently arrested by the police. The police investigation led to the murder of Mariangelo and then to the murders of Marino and Tollis.

On February 22, 2005, Andrea Volpe was sentenced to 30 years in prison for the murders of Chiara Marino, Fabio Tollis, and Mariangela Pezzotta. Pietro Guerrieri was sentenced to 16 years in prison for his part in the murders of Chiara Marino and Fabio Tollis. Mario Maccioni was cleared because he had only a secondary role in the murders. Some of the victims’ families were outraged at the light sentences.

In June 2005, five other members of the group went on trial. Nicola Sapone, suspected of being the leader of the group and responsible for planning all of the killings, was given a life sentence. Paolo Leoni, Marco Zampollo, Eros Monterosso, and Elisabetta Ballarin were sentenced to between 24 and 26 years for their parts in the three murders. On appeal, the sentence was confirmed as life for Nicola Sapone; Paolo Leoni’s sentence was changed to life; Marco Zampollo’s sentence was changed from 26 years to 29 years and 2 months; Eros Monterosso’s sentence was changed from 24 years to 27 years and 3 months; Elisabetta Ballarin’s sentenced was reduced from 24 years and 3 months to 23 years. In May 2008 the Court of Cassazione, the final court, confirmed all of the appeals’ sentencing.


Beck, Dieter
 (October 2, 1940 – April 29, 2018) was a handsome and charming man who never lacked for girlfriends in his hometown of Rehme, West Germany. He was also a serial killer. While his girlfriends were the prettiest in town, his victims were not as pretty. In 1961, he raped and murdered Ingrid Kanike by strangulation. In 1965, he raped and strangled Ursula Fritz. In 1968, he raped and murdered Anneliese Herschel.

In June 1969, Beck went on trial for the murders with several of his girlfriends testifying as character witnesses. 
 Under cross-examination they all remembered how, during intercourse, he would slip his hands around their throats. He was convicted of three counts of murder and sentenced to life in prison. He was incarcerated in Werl Prison, where he died on April 29, 2018.


Becker, Marie Alexandrine
 (July 14, 1879 – June 11, 1942) was a serial killer nicknamed The Black Widow in Liege, Belgium, who used digitalis (a medication prescribed to certain heart patients) as her weapon of murder. At age 55, after making sure that his life insurance was up to date, she poisoned her cabinet-making husband because she had found a younger lover named Lambert Beyer at the local market. With money from the insurance, she opened a dress shop. After two years, she tired of Lambert and he met the same end as her husband in November 1934. He had left her money in his will. Even with the money from Lambert’s will and her income from the dress shop, she felt she needed more to support her new life.

In July 1935, Marie began caring for an elderly friend, Marie Castadot. On July 23, Castadot died. She too had left money in her will for Marie Becker. Realizing how easy it was to poison with digitalis, Marie began killing friends and customers, all of whom had left “a little something” in their wills to Becker.

A friend told Marie about her cheating husband and Marie suggested ending his infidelities permanently with digitalis. Authorities received an anonymous letter on October 2, 1936, telling them of the conversation. Marie was arrested. It is believed that she had murdered 11 people before her arrest. Digitalis was found in all of the bodies. She was found guilty and was given a life sentence, which she served in Forest Prison until her death.


Bedroom Basher
 aka Parker, Gerald
 (b. 1955) was a serial killer who murdered at least five women and his 
 girlfriend’s unborn child during the years 1978-79 in Orange County, California. It is believed by authorities that he may be responsible for the deaths of three more women.

Parker served 7-1/2 years in the US Marine Corps and was stationed at El Toro, California, plus bases in North Carolina, Alaska, and Mississippi.

His victims were Sandra Kay Fry, age 17; Kimberly Gaye Rawlins, age 21; Marolyn Kay Carleton, age 31; Debora Kennedy, age 24; Debra Lynn Senior, age 17; and the unborn child of Kevin Green and his wife.

Green was originally convicted of the attack on his wife which resulted in the death of their unborn child. He professed his innocence from the day of his arrest and wanted DNA testing to prove he was not his wife’s attacker, but could not afford the very costly, at that time, DNA testing.

In 1998, investigators in Orange County were working on a series of unsolved murders and submitted several samples for DNA testing. Kevin Green was freed on June 20, 1996, some 17 years later, after DNA evidence proved that Gerald Parker, and not Green, was his wife’s attacker.

The DNA tests proved that Gerald Parker was the killer of the five women named above, as well as the unborn child. He was sentenced to death on January 22, 1999, plus life without the possibility of parole. He remains on death row in California’s San Quentin State Prison.


Bedroom Strangler
 aka Johnson, Russell Maurice
 (b. 1947) was a serial killer in London and Guelph in the province of Ontario, Canada. He murdered at least seven women between 1973 and 1977 by strangulation or stabbing to death. He is a sexual sadist who is motivated by lust and necrophilia to commit murder. In some cases, he defiled the bodies of the women. He is known to have climbed as high as 15 stories to find an unlocked bedroom and a woman asleep in her bed
 .

In 1969 Johnson began attacking and raping, which progressed to the murder of Mary Hicks, age 20, on October 19, 1973. She was suffocated to death in her sleep, but her death was originally ruled as natural causes.

Alice Ralston, age 42, was murdered in November 1973. Like Hicks, she was suffocated in her sleep and her death was originally ruled as natural causes.

Eleanor Hartwick was the next victim of Russell Johnson. She was murdered on March 4, 1974, and her death ruled as a fatal reaction to prescription drugs.

Doris “Dodie” Brown, age 49 and a mother of five, was strangled to death in her bed in August 1974. Johnson then sodomized her body. Her death was originally attributed to pulmonary edema.

On December 31, 1974, Diane Beitz was strangled to death and was sexually assaulted after her death. Johnson was charged with this murder.

In April 1977, Luella Jeanne George was strangled to death in her bedroom. Johnson was charged with this murder.

During the two years and four months between the murders of Beitz and George there were two known attacks, but Johnson was interrupted in both instances and fled the scene. Both victims later identified Russell Johnson as their attacker. The period between the murders is a long time for there to have been only two attacks. Where was Johnson and what was he doing?

In July 1977, Dona Veldboom was stabbed to death by her attacker. Johnson was charged with this murder.

Russell Maurice Johnson was found not guilty by reason of insanity in February 1978. He is incarcerated at the Oak Ridge Facility (a maximum-security facility) of the Waypoint Centre for Mental Health Care in Penetanguishene, Ontario
 .


Bega Schoolgirl Murders
 aka Beckett, Lindsay Hoani
 (b. March 27, 1974) and Camilleri, Leslie Alfred
 (b. May 31, 1969) Beckett, born in New Zealand, grew up in the town of Opotiki. In his late teens or early 20s, he moved to Australia to the town of Yass, on the outskirts of Canberra. It was there that Beckett met Leslie Camilleri. Beckett evidently had a normal childhood and there is no mention of him having any brushes with the law. It was reported that he had a low IQ and was influenced by Camilleri, who had a much stronger personality. Beckett and Camilleri began an alliance to steal cars.

Camilleri was born in Liverpool, New South Wales, Australia. He reportedly had a deprived childhood and had a pattern of theft and vandalism, and was considered “uncontrollable.” He spent a considerable amount of his childhood in a juvenile detention center. As an adult, Camilleri had quite a list of convictions—146 for offences such as dishonesty, theft, and willful damage.

On September 14, 1997, Rosamari Gandarias was abducted in Canberra. While being held captive for over 12 hours, she was raped repeatedly by two men in their 20s. She was able to escape at a rest area by pretending to go to the toilet. She hid in the bush and eventually made her way to a nearby farmhouse.

On October 5, 1997, while walking to a nearby party close to Bega, Nichole Collins and Lauren Barry were abducted by Camilleri and Beckett about 10:00 p.m. Both Camilleri and Beckett produced knives and told the girls that they would be stabbed if they tried to escape. The girls were driven to a rubbish dump and raped. They were taken to Ben Boyd National Park where they were raped again. Then they were driven to a different location, this time Wingan Point in Victoria, where the girls were again assaulted. After a period of time, the car, with Beckett driving, headed for Sydney. The girls kept asking if they were going to be murdered, but were assured they would 
 only be tied up and left somewhere so the two men could escape. The final stop was at Fiddler’s Green Creek in New South Wales. The girls were led to the creek so they could wash away any evidence of the rapes. Afterward they were tied and gagged. Camilleri demanded that Beckett drown both girls. Beckett claimed it was unfair for him to have to kill both of them and Camilleri threatened to kill Beckett if he did not do as he was ordered.

Beckett first attempted to drown Lauren, but during the struggle Beckett got wet and in anger reached for his knife and stabbed her in the neck. Then he ran up the bank to Nichole and slashed her throat several times. After the murders, while Camilleri slept, Beckett drove toward Canberra. They stopped at Theodore Lookout to burn their blood-stained clothing, ropes, and gags used to restrain the girls. Later, the knives used were thrown from the Commonwealth Avenue Bridge into Lake Burley Griffin.

On October 25, 1997, authorities found a car stolen by Beckett before the murders. In searching the vehicle, the police found maps of the Bega area and items belonging to Beckett. Beckett was arrested on October 27 for car theft.

Camilleri was interviewed by authorities the next day. Questioned about the abduction and murder of Lauren and Nichole, both men claimed they knew nothing about it.

On November 12, 1997, Beckett was again questioned by police. This time, he made a full confession. Camilleri, who was in custody for breaching bail conditions, was again questioned. Again he denied any involvement. Even after he was told of Beckett’s confession, he denied involvement and told the authorities that he was drugged out and Beckett was the lone abductor and murderer. Both Beckett and Camilleri were charged with multiple counts of abduction, rape and murder. Beckett pleaded guilty to the murders of Lauren Barry and Nichole Collins. On August 20, 1998, he was sentenced to life in prison with no parole 
 for 35 years. On April 27, 1999, Camilleri was found guilty and sentenced to life imprisonment, never to be released.


Belcher, Howard
 Milton
 (b. 1978) was a serial killer in the Atlanta, Georgia area. In June 2009, Belcher was sentenced to life in prison plus 20 years for the murder of a gay Paulding County man on October 10, 2002. He was formally charged with the murder of Mark Schaller, a 40-year-old gay man, who was murdered on October 5, 2002 northeast of Atlanta; the murder of 27-year-old Leroy Tyler, a gay man found in his Clarkston, Georgia apartment on October 5, 2002. He is a suspect in the October 28 death of Artilles McKinney, a 35-year-old gay man, in Duluth, Georgia. Robbery was the apparent motive. Belcher met these men either at or near Bulldogs, a Peachtree Street gay bar especially popular with gay African American men.

Howard Belcher was found guilty of the murders, plus robbery, theft, and shoplifting. He is currently incarcerated at Hayes State Prison in Trion, Georgia.


Bell, Michael Bernard
 (b. November 11, 1970) is a serial killer presently housed on death row at Union Correctional Institute in Raiford, Florida.

On September 25, 1989, Bell, Lashawn Cowart, and her son Travis, age 2, were in a car together when Bell suddenly stopped, exited the car, and opened fire on Lashawn and Travis, killing them instantly. An accomplice arrived with a getaway car and picked up Bell.

On August 18, 1993, after Bell’s mother and her boyfriend, Michael Johnson, had an argument, Bell went to Johnson’s house and shot him to death on the porch of his house.

Early in 1993, Bell’s brother had been murdered by Theodore Wright and Bell vowed revenge. He swore to family and friends that he would kill Wright. On the night of December 9, 1993, Bell spotted Wright’s car in a liquor 
 lounge, unaware that Wright had sold the car to his half-brother, Jimmy West. He waited until the driver (thinking it was Theodore Wright) and passenger, Tamecka Smith, plus another female exited the club. Bell proceeded to the driver’s door, opened it, and fired at the driver, hitting Jimmy West with 12 bullets, and the passenger, Tamecka Smith, with four bullets. The other female passenger managed to stay clear of the bullet spray. West was killed instantly and Smith died on the way to the hospital. Bell fired at a crowd of onlookers and managed to escape, but was captured later.

Bell was convicted of two counts of second-degree murder (for the murders of Lashawn Cowart Bell and Travis Bell) on September 21, 1995, and sentenced to 25 years on each count. Bell was also convicted of the second-degree murder of Michael Johnson on September 21, 1995, and sentenced to another 25-year term.

Michael Bernard Bell was convicted of the murders of Jimmy West and Tamecka Smith and on June 2, 1995, was sentenced to death.


Benson, Trent Christopher
 (b. October 7, 1971) is a convicted killer of two women in the Phoenix area, Maricopa County, Arizona.

On October 31, 2004, after visiting a strip club, Benson picked up Alisa Marie Beck for sex. He told police that she complained about how long he took to have sex and he became infuriated. He strangled her, slammed her face into the steering wheel, tore her genitals, and then dumped her body. She was found one day later, naked from the waist down, discarded in an alley.

On October 14, 2007, Karen Campbell, age 44, went to Benson’s house to have sex with him. Benson claims that she demanded more money and became violent. He says he remembers nothing after that until he awoke and found her lying dead on the floor. He dumped her body on a nearby street. She had been strangled
 .

Benson was linked by DNA to the sexual assault of a woman who was forced into a white car by two men. One put a rag over her face with some kind of chemical on it and she passed out. When she regained consciousness, a man was raping her. The act was being filmed by a second man and she could see it on a big-screen TV. A noise in the house distracted the two men, so the woman grabbed her clothes and fled. Benson’s DNA was found on the woman’s body, but Benson denied any part of this incident. DNA evidence also linked Benson to the November 4, 2007, rape and strangulation of a 34-year-old homeless woman. Benson admitted to dragging her to his car, taping her arms and legs, and choking her. He left her for dead, but she survived.

His first murder was in 2004 and the next in 2007. What happened in the period between? It is possible that there were one or more murders during that time; someone that has not been reported missing, i.e. another prostitute.

Trent Benson was arrested on May 14, 2008, and was charged with two counts of first-degree murder, two counts of violent sexual assault, four counts of kidnapping, and two counts of sexual assault. He was convicted and on October 7, 2011, he received two death sentences for the first-degree murder charges, and a total of 133 years for the four counts of kidnapping and sexual assaults. He is currently housed at Arizona State Prison Complex at Florence, Arizona.


Bernard, Norman
 (b. 1951) was an African American drifter and serial killer from Fayetteville, North Carolina. On August 15, 1983, he shot a drunken migrant worker in the head with a small caliber weapon and then cut off his penis. Bernard thought he had killed 58-year-old Manuel Diaz and fled across the country finally ending in Los Angeles. On October 13, 1983, he shot and killed a 34-year-old drifter, Anthony Cody, with a small caliber weapon. On November 13, 1983, an elderly man was killed on skid row 
 with the same gun as the one that killed Anthony Cody. Authorities were unable to identify him and he was listed as “John Doe”. The following day, a 52-year-old man, Milton Regzarrie, was shot twice in the head and he survived. On November 20, Bobby Joe Jones was killed.

Bernard was arrested on November 21. He confessed and led police to the crime scenes and described the shootings without emotion. He stated that he was “doing them a favor” by putting the victims out of their misery. He was quite surprised to learn that Manuel Diaz was alive. He confessed to that shooting also. On March 7, 1984, Bernard pleaded guilty to three counts of murder “with special circumstances.” He was sentenced to life without the possibility of parole.


Bernson, Stanley
 (b. 1936) was a produce salesman from Portland, Oregon. He was also a serial killer in the late 1970s to the late 1980s. He was arrested and convicted of stabbing a 15-year-old girl to death and burying her in a shallow grave in Richland and for the murder of a Umatilla teenager whose body was found in 1985. He is suspected in the disappearance of as many as 30 young women in the Northwest. He is serving a life sentence in the Washington State Penitentiary in Walla Walla.


Berrima Axe Murderer
 aka Lynch, John
 (November 26, 1813 – April 22, 1842) was a serial killer in Australia. He was born in Ireland, but at age 19 was sentenced to deportation to Australia for life. He sailed out of Dublin, Ireland, on the Dunvegan Castle II
 and docked at Port Jackson, Australia on October 16, 1832. Lynch set out for Berrima, a village located in New South Wales, where he worked as a convict laborer on various farms. He soon joined a gang of bushrangers. In 1835, he and two others were charged with the murder of Tom Smythe, who had 
 given evidence against Lynch’s gang. The other two men were convicted but Lynch was acquitted and set free.

Lynch stole a team of eight bullocks from T.B. Humphrey, where he had previously worked, to sell in the city of Sydney. Along the way, he met a man named Ireland who was traveling with a black boy and driving a bullock team loaded with wheat, bacon, and other produce. He murdered both Ireland and the boy by clubbing them in the back of the head with a tomahawk and took the bullocks to Sydney.

On his return from Sydney, Lynch met a father and son named Frazer who were driving a team owned by a Mr. Bawten. He decided to take the team, but knew he would have to kill to get it. He traveled with the Frazers that day and they all camped near Cordeaux Flat. The next morning, he murdered both men with his tomahawk and buried them.

A man by the name of Mulligan owed Lynch £30 for goods (stolen) he bought from Lynch. Lynch decided to collect the money. He murdered all four members of the family, piled them together, and set fire to their bodies. He claimed he had bought the property from the Mulligans, who left town, and was the new owner of the property.

On February 19, 1841, Hugh Tinney was on his way to Sydney with a team of bullocks when he noticed a dingo rummaging in the undergrowth. Tinney chased the dingo away and found the body of a man where the dingo had been rummaging. The man had been killed by several blows to the back of his head. Items on his body identified him as Kearns Landregan, who had last been seen just two nights before having dinner with a man named Dunleavy at the Woolpack Inn in Nattai, not far from where the body was found. Police called at a nearby farm which was believed owned by a Mulligan. A man who identified himself as John Dunleavy told the police that he had bought the farm from the Mulligans for £700 and the Mulligans had left town. However, a maid at the Woolpack Inn identified the man as 
 John Lynch. Lynch was charged with the murder of Kearns Landregan.

On March 21, 1842, in the Berrima courthouse before Sir James Dowling, Chief Justice of New South Wales, despite his pleas of innocence, John Lynch was found guilty by the jury in less than an hour. Dowling sentenced Lynch to death. John Lynch was hanged at the Berrima Gaol on April 22, 1842.


Bethell, Brian
 (b. 1965) confessed to robbing and killing three men on consecutive Fridays in February 2006, to finance a shopping spree for himself and his girlfriend, Natasha Edwards, in Broward County, Florida. It is believed by authorities that two weeks before the murders, Bethell purposely bumped the car of two doctors from New York, then robbed them at gunpoint of their wallets and jewelry.

On Friday, February 3, Angel Medina, age 41, was shot and killed, and then robbed.

The following Friday night, February 10, Albert Avenaim dropped his wife off at the front of Padrino’s Cuban Cuisine and drove around to the back of the restaurant to find a parking place. He was shot to death and robbed. His credit card was used by a couple at a local Walmart on the same night he was murdered.

On Friday, February 17, Frederick Gunther, age 76, was shot and killed as he got out of his car to pick up his girlfriend in Plantation and was robbed. His credit card was used at the same Walmart where the killer had used Avenaim’s credit card the previous week. An employee recognized the couple, followed them to their car, and wrote down the license plate, which they reported to police. Ballistics tests proved that the bullets from the Medina murder and the Avenaim murder came from the same gun.

Brian Bethell was arrested on February 25, 2006, and charged with three murders. His girlfriend, Natasha Edwards, was also arrested and charged with accessory 
 to armed robbery, credit card fraud, and grand theft. No information was found on their convictions and/or sentencing.
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Bible, Danny Paul


Bible, Danny Paul
 (August 28, 1951 – June 27, 2018) was born in Brazoria County, Texas. He is a serial killer who travelled through more than 20 states.

His only known crimes are the murder of Inez Deaton in Harris County, Texas, in May 1979, who was raped and stabbed repeatedly in the chest and back with an ice pick; the kidnapping and robbery of $800 and a car in 1983 of an estranged girlfriend and 11-year-old daughter in Belgrade, Montana; the 1983 murders of Tracy Powers (his sister-in-law), her 4-month-old son Justin, and her roommate Pamela Hudgins in Weatherford, Texas; and the 1983 aggravated rape of a woman in Louisiana.

He was arrested on November 17, 1983, in Kissimmee, Florida, and returned to Louisiana. In a plea bargain, Bible pleaded guilty to one of the Weatherford, Texas murders and was sentenced to 25 years in prison. He also pleaded guilty to aggravated kidnapping in the Montana case and was sentenced to 20 years. His sentences were served concurrently and he was paroled after serving nine years.

In 2003, he was sentenced to death for the murder of Inez Deaton. He was executed by lethal injection, the only method legal in Texas, on June 27, 2018, at the Polunsky Unit in Harris County, Texas.


Big Jim
 aka Hall, James Waybern
 (January 28, 1921 – January 4, 1946) was a thief and serial killer in Arkansas. Married on March 14, 1944, to Fayrene Clemmons, he told 
 everyone that his bride left him on September 28. Relatives received a Christmas card postmarked from Bakersfield, California, and signed by Fayrene. Jim borrowed the card and envelope and claimed to have lost it before police could see it. Fayrene was never seen alive again.

On January 29, 1945, a seemingly abandoned car was found by loggers in Ouachita, County, Arkansas. A man’s body was slumped behind the wheel with a bullet in his heart. He was identified as Carl Hamilton, a barber from Camden. He had been dead for several days.

On February 1, E. C. Adams disappeared on his way to work in Little Rock. His car was found outside of Fordyce, northwest of Camden. Searchers soon found his body nearby with a bullet hole in his head.

Also on February 1, Doyle Mulherin, a truck driver, was reported long overdue for a scheduled meat delivery. His vehicle was found near Stuttgart, Arkansas a few hours later. Searchers found his body a short distance away with a shot through the head. $125 of company cash was missing.

Hall had been arrested and fined $106.90 on a charge of simple assault following a bar fight in Little Rock. There was no reason at this time for authorities to tie him to any of the murders. However, an acquaintance of Hall’s told police of loaning Hall a car on January 28, which had a fully loaded pistol in the glove compartment. When the vehicle was returned on January 29, there was one round missing from the pistol. Ballistics tests revealed the gun had been used to kill Carl Hamilton.

On March 9, 1945, a burned-out car with an incinerated body in the back seat was found near Heber Springs. The body was identified from dental charts as J. D. Newcomb, Jr., of Little Rock. In the meantime, police were searching Jim Hall’s home and they found substantial quantities of ammunition and shaving gear which had been stolen from Carl Hamilton
 .

Hall was arrested on March 15 in Little Rock and he confessed to the holdup-murders. He was sentenced to death. He appeared unafraid, reportedly joking and saying, “Boys, I’m not afraid, I can take it,” as he was strapped into the electric chair. He was executed on January 4, 1946.
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Big-Eared Midget

Godino, Cayetano Santos


Big-Eared Midget
 aka Godino, Cayetano Santos
 (October 31, 1896 – November 15, 1944) was a serial killer in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in the early part of the 20th century. He was born to Fiore and Lucia Ruggo Godino, who were known alcoholics and were abusive. Godino’s father contracted syphilis before Cayetano was born, causing serious childhood health problems for the boy.

At a very early age, Godino started killing cats and birds and enjoyed playing with fire. He was transferred from school to school due to his violent behavior and lack of interest in learning. At the age of seven, he beat a 2-year-old boy and threw him into a ditch. A nearby official who saw this took the two to the police station where their mothers picked them up later. A year later, Godino beat Ana Neri, a child from his neighborhood, with a stone. He was taken to the police station but was released due to his young age. By age 10, Godino was compulsively masturbating. The mother told the police and he was put in jail for two months.

On January 17, 1912, Godino set fire to a warehouse. On January 26, a boy, age 13, was found dead in an abandoned house. On March 7, Godino set fire to the dress of a 5-year-old girl who was burned severely and died days later. In September, he set fire to a railway station, but it was extinguished quickly. On November 8, he tried to choke an 8-year-old boy. He was arrested and charged with attempted 
 murder, but he was released without a trial. On November 16, he hit a boy who suffered only minor wounds. On November 20, he kidnapped a 2-year-old girl who cried for help and was rescued by a neighbor. Later in November, he set fire to two large sheds, but the fires were quickly put out.

On December 3, Godino saw a neighborhood boy playing and offered the boy sweets if he would accompany him to the store. He bought the boy some sweets, then took him to a country house where he threw the boy to the floor and attempted to strangle him. He cut his belt and tied the boy’s hands and legs. He started beating him and considered hammering him. Godino left the house looking for a nail. He came upon the boy’s father but denied knowing where the boy was. He found a nail and went back to the house where he promptly hammered it into the side of the boy’s head. The body was found shortly thereafter by the boy’s father. Godino attended the wake and touched the skull where he had hammered in the nail. He was arrested at 5:30 p.m. on December 4, 1912. He confessed to the murder.

On January 4, 1913, he entered a reformatory and tried unsuccessfully to kill some of the inmates. The judge declared Cayetano Santos Godino to be insane and ordered he remain at the reformatory. In 1915, an appeal was approved ordering him to be moved to jail. On March 28, 1923, Godino was transferred to the Ushuaia Penitentiary, near the city of Ushuaia, often referred to as the southernmost city in the world. Godino died on November 15, 1944, under strange circumstances.


Bike Path Killer/Rapist
 aka Sanchez, Altemio C.
 (b. January 19, 1958) was born in San Sebastian, Puerto Rico. He has one brother and two sisters. His family moved to the United States when Sanchez was about two years old, living in Florida before moving to the Buffalo, New York, area
 .

Sanchez married a woman named Kathleen and they had two sons. He and his family lived in Cleveland Hill, a neighborhood of Cheektowaga, New York. He was a machinist and worked afternoon and night shifts at the now defunct American Brass Company in Buffalo. He coached his sons’ basketball team at their school and their Little League baseball team.

The first known rape was committed in 1981. All of the victims were between 14 and 44 years old, had been strangled with a rope, cord, wire, ligature, or garrote, and had been beaten and raped. At least three were murdered.

Anthony Capozzi was arrested and charged with two of the rapes. He was identified by eyewitnesses, suspicious activity observed by a former police officer, identification in police line-ups, and matching blood type. He was convicted in 1985 and sentenced to 11 ½ to 35 years.

An investigator spotted a report from a woman who had been raped in 1981. She told police that two days after the rape, she spotted the man who had raped her leaving a local shopping area parking lot and she wrote down the license plate number. Detectives questioned Wilfredo Sanchez Caraballo, who owned the car, but he had a solid alibi for the time of the rape. However, when he was questioned again in 2006, he told them that he was not driving the car on that date. He had loaned it to his nephew Altemio Sanchez.

In January 2007, detectives collected the eating utensils Altemio Sanchez had just used at a Buffalo restaurant and had them processed for DNA. The samples were a perfect match to the DNA of the Bike Path Killer/Rapist.


Altemio Sanchez was charged with the murders of Christine Mazur, Linda Yalem, and Joan Diver. He could not be prosecuted for the rapes because New York had a five-year statute of limitations. Sanchez confessed to the three murders and was sentenced to 75 years to life. He is currently incarcerated at the Clinton Correctional Facility in the Adirondack Mountains of New York
 .

The story, however, does not end here. A sample of DNA from Sanchez was linked to the rapes for which Anthony Capozzi had been convicted. Capozzi was exonerated and freed from prison after serving almost 22 years for the two rapes he did not commit. For being wrongly convicted and serving more than two decades for crimes he had not committed, a civil lawsuit was settled in his favor for $4.25 million.


Billik, Herman
 aka Vajicek, Herman
 (April 7, 1868 – May 24, 1917) poisoned six members of the Vrzal family in Chicago, Illinois, over an eight-month period in 1905. He was sentenced to death, but his sentence was commuted to life imprisonment in January, 1909. He was granted a new trial on appeal. In January 1917, the court decided that he had been convicted solely on circumstance evidence and an autopsy of one of the supposed victims proved he had not been poisoned. Billik was formally pardoned and released. He died only a few months later and is buried in an unmarked grave in Mount Carmel Catholic Cemetery, Cook County, Illinois.


Billingslea, Darrell Bernard
 (b. August 25, 1970) began killing in 1989 in the state of Texas, although this murder was not linked to Billingslea until he was already in prison for another murder.

In 1990, during a robbery of a pizzeria in Oak Cliff, an employee, 16-year-old, Derrick Lamar Mathis, was murdered. Billingslea was arrested and went to trial for this murder. During the trial in 1991, Billingslea jumped up from his seat at the defense table and rushed toward a witness. He kicked the bailiff. His relatives and officers from nearby courts joined in the skirmish before Billingslea was under control. In addition to the murder charge, he now faced two charges of aggravated assault of a peace officer to which he pleaded guilty. He was sentenced to 25 years 
 in prison for the murder and two 10-year sentences for the assault charges, all sentences to be served concurrently.

While in prison, police in Ellis County linked Billingslea to the slaying of Don Bass, age 43, a former professional football player for the Cincinnati Bengals (1978 – 1981) and New Orleans Saints (1982). He was charged with murder and Billingslea pleaded guilty in exchange for another 20 years in prison to be served concurrently with the other sentences. In essence, it was not a new sentence at all because it did not add any time to the original sentence. He was paroled in June 2007, after serving less than 14 years for killing two people.

Billingslea met Jessica Rae Lewalling on a telephone chat line and they became friends, then the relationship turned romantic. The two broke up and she found a new boyfriend, Demetrius Cooksey. On January 8, 2008, Billingslea called Lewalling and asked if he could spend the night as he had nowhere to go since he had been asked to leave the house where he was staying with friends. Lewalling went to pick him up with the understanding that he would spend the night and the next morning he would leave and catch a bus to some unknown destination. Mr. Cooksey said that Billingslea had been in the house for less than 20 minutes when he jumped off the couch and attached Cooksey. Cooksey said he hit him with some sort of pointed weapon that left puncture wounds. Billingslea chased Lewalling as she fled toward a bedroom. Cooksey ran outside and got someone to call 911. As he came back in, Billingslea was putting on his coat and he left. Cooksey went into the bedroom to find Lewalling in a pool of blood and a kitchen knife lying beside her. He said he kept telling her to, “Breathe, breathe.” Jessica Rae Lewalling died on the bedroom floor.

Darrell Bernard Billingslea was arrested and charged with murder. He pleaded guilty and was sentenced to a term of 50 years, which he will serve consecutively with 
 the 11 years remaining on his original murder sentence. He is currently housed at Robertson Correctional Institution, Abilene, Texas.


Bingelhelm, Simon
 (1565 – June 2, 1600) was a robber and serial killer in the area of Saxony-Anhalt in Germany, who was known as the Thousand Devil of Halberstadt
 . He was captured in the spring of 1600.

He was interrogated, mostly under torture, and confessed to a total of 71 crimes, including 26 murders. He told of attacking a pregnant woman he (and others) killed just eight days before the Pentecost in 1599. They sliced open her body to get her unborn child. He also admitted to killing five other infants. The others named by Bingelhelm were Schwartze Hanß
 , Pothans, Rickel
 and fat Marten zu Hessen
 .

On June 2, 1600, Bingelheml was executed in Gröningen, first attacked with pinces for honor, dragged to the town court, and then quartered.


Birt, Billy Sunday
 (b. 1937)
 and Gaddis, Bobby Gene
 (c. 1940) were sentenced to death in Jefferson County for the Dec. 22, 1973, torture and killing of Lois and Reed Oliver Fleming, ages 72 and 75. Three other men, including the man who arranged the robbery-killings, were granted immunity. A third man, Charles Reed, was sentenced to life in prison. Four years after Mr. Birt and Mr. Gaddis were sentenced to death for killing the white couple, their sentences were overturned by a state judge reviewing the fairness of their trials. Nothing has been done since and the Department of Corrections moved Mr. Birt and Mr. Gaddis off death row. Birt was sentenced to life in prison in 1980 for the 1972 murder of Donald Chancy, a former associate. According to former Sheriff Earl Lee of Douglas County, Birt has murdered at least 56 people as part of the “Dixie Mafia”
 .


Bischoff, Charles
 (1886 – April 10, 1947) was a pedophile who murdered at least four children in Cincinnati, Ohio, during the period 1915 – 1931. He was ruled insane and sent to an asylum where he died on April 10, 1947.


Bishop, Arthur Gary
 (1951 – June 10, 1988) aka Roger Downs/Lynn Jones
 was a child molester, pedophile, and serial killer. He was born in Hinckley, Utah, and had five younger brothers. Bishop was raised in a devout Mormon household, was an Eagle Scout, honor student, and served as a Mormon missionary in the Philippines in the early 1970s. He was arrested for embezzlement in 1978 and received a suspended sentence of five years. He violated his parole by moving to Salt Lake City, where he was known as Roger Downs. As a result, he was excommunicated from the Mormon Church.

In Salt Lake City, Roger Downs joined the Big Brother program, which gave him every opportunity to satisfy his pedophilia inclinations. On October 14, 1979, he lured 4-year-old Alonzo Daniels into his apartment by offering free candy. After attempting to sexually assault the boy, he drowned him in the bathtub. He buried the boy’s body in the desert.

In November 1980, he met Kim Petersen at a skating rink. He lured Kim to his apartment by offering to buy a pair of roller skates Kim had for sale. After molesting the 11-year-old boy, Bishop bludgeoned him to death and buried him close to Alonzo Daniels’ grave. Investigating officers questioned those at the skating rink and some remembered the man Petersen was talking to. He was described as being white, between 25 and 35 years of age, weighing about 200 pounds and having dark hair. Bishop was routinely questioned but was not considered a suspect in the boy’s disappearance
 .

Almost a year later, on October 20, 1981, Bishop lured 4-year-old Danny Davis from a supermarket to his home about half a city block away. He too was sexually assaulted, bludgeoned, and drowned in the bathtub. Several people who had been shopping at the supermarket remembered the boy talking to a smiling man, but could offer little in the way of a description. Police launched one of the biggest searches ever in the history of Salt Lake City. They searched neighborhoods nearby, searched fields and mountains, dredged ponds and lakes. Witnesses from the supermarket agreed to undergo hypnosis in the hopes of gaining a description of the kidnapper. The FBI was contacted. A $20,000 reward was offered. But nothing worked—the boy was not located.

Two years went by, and then on June 23, 1983, Bishop abducted Troy Ward, a 6-year-old, from a park near his home. Troy was seen leaving the park about 4:00 p.m. with a man. Troy was raped, bludgeoned, and drowned in the bathtub, just like the others.

On July 14, 13-year-old Graeme Cunningham was getting ready to go on a camping trip with a friend and their adult chaperone when he vanished from his neighborhood. You guessed it—the chaperone was Roger Downs, better known as Arthur Bishop. Local police looked into past reports on the disappearances of young boys and figured out that Roger Downs lived in the vicinity of four of the murders, and knew Graeme’s parents. Police sought out Downs and took him to the station. They managed to get his real name and under questioning, he confessed to all five murders. He led the police to the three graves in the desert near Cedar Fort and then to Big Cottonwood Creek, where he had buried the two most recent murdered boys.

Bishop went on trial on February 27, 1984. The trial lasted six weeks and on March 19, he was found guilty of five counts of aggravated murder, five counts of aggravated 
 kidnapping, and one count of sexually abusing a minor. He was sentenced to death.

On June 10, 1988, at Utah State Prison, Bishop was executed by lethal injection.


Bittaker, Lawrence Sigmund
 (September 27, 1940 – December 2019) and Norris, Roy Lewis
 (February 2, 1948 – February 24, 2020) are serial killers from California who committed their murders in 1979.

Lawrence Sigmund Bittaker was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and was adopted shortly after his birth by Mr. and Mrs. George Bittaker. Due to Mr. Bittaker’s profession in aircraft construction, they moved frequently—from Pennsylvania to Florida to Ohio and finally to California. In spite of Lawrence’s above average I.Q. of 138, he dropped out of school when he was 17. He had been arrested several times and shortly after quitting school, he was arrested for car theft, leaving the scene of an accident, and resisting arrest. He was sent to the California Youth Authority until he was 19. Just a few days after his release, he was again arrested, this time by the FBI, for violating the Interstate Motor Vehicle Theft Act and was sentenced to 18 months, which he served at an Oklahoma federal prison. Due to his abnormal behavior, he was transferred to a Missouri medical facility and he was released after serving only six months of his sentence.

He continued this lifestyle of being arrested and serving some time in prison, being released, then being arrested again, serving time in prison, etc., through the 1960s and ‘70s. During this time he had several psychiatric evaluations and was found to be either paranoid and borderline psychotic, or a classic sociopath. He met Roy Norris in the mid-1970s at the California Men’s Colony, a prison in San Luis Obispo, while serving time for the attempted murder of a man he had stabbed at a supermarket. He was released in November 1978, and moved to Los Angeles
 .

Roy Lewis Norris was born in Greeley, Colorado. Norris lived in Greeley until he was 17, when he dropped out of school and joined the navy. He was stationed in San Diego, and in 1969 he spent four months in Vietnam, but never saw combat while he was there. He did see a lot of drugs. Marijuana was what he liked, and it was readily available. He was arrested on November 1969, still in the navy but back in San Diego, for attempted rape. While out on bail, but before his trial, he was arrested again for attempted rape (the police arrived before he could rape the woman). He was discharged from the navy due to his psychological problems. In May 1970, still out on bail, he attacked a woman at San Diego State University. He hit her on the head with a rock, and then beat her head against the concrete several times. Norris was charged with assault with a deadly weapon. This time he was sent to Atascadero State Hospital as a sex offender and spent five years there. He was released when he was no longer considered a danger to others. Within three months of his release, Norris raped a 27-year-old woman. He was convicted of forcible rape and sent to the California Men’s Colony, where he subsequently met Lawrence Bittaker. He was released on January 15, 1979, and lived with his mother in Los Angeles.

After his release, Bittaker got in touch with Norris and they continued their friendship. They soon came up with a plan to rape and kill girls in Los Angeles and the surrounding areas. Bittaker bought a cargo van with no windows in the back, only a large side sliding door. They called it “Murder Mack”. They spent some time driving the coastal highway to the beaches and taking photos of the girls in their bikinis.

They put their plan into action on June 24, 1979, when they kidnapped Cindy Schaeffer, a 16-year-old, near Redondo Beach. Norris forced her into the van, duct taped her mouth, and bound her arms and legs. Bittaker drove to a fire road in the San Gabriel Mountains where they were out of sight and both of them raped Cindy before Bittaker 
 wrapped a wire coat hanger around her neck and tightened it with vise-grip pliers, strangling her to death. They left her body wrapped in a plastic shower curtain in a nearby canyon.

Just two weeks later, on July 8, they picked up an 18-year-old hitchhiker named Andrea Hall. Norris hid in the back of the van, so she would not know that there were two of them in the vehicle and Bittaker talked her into getting in. Bittaker offered her a drink from the cooler in the back and as she started to get up, Norris grabbed her, taped her mouth shut, and bound her arms and legs. They raped her several times. Norris left Bittaker and Andrea Hall on the fire road and went to get some beer. When he got back Andrea Hall was not there. Bittaker had stabbed her in both ears with an ice pick, strangled her, and thrown her body over a cliff. He had taken Polaroid photos of her before he killed her.

Near Hermosa Beach, the pair of murderers saw two teenage girls at a bus shop and offered them a ride. Jackie Gilliam, age 15, and Leah Lamp, age 13, accepted the ride. When Bittaker drove to a suburban tennis court and parked, the girls became suspicious. Leah tried to get to the back door, but Norris hit her in the head with a bat. After a short scuffle, the girls were bound and gagged. They were then taken to the fire road and kept alive for two days while Bittaker and Norris raped and tortured them repeatedly with a wire hanger and the vice-grip pliers. They made an audio recording of the rapes and torture. Finally, Bittaker stabbed Gilliam in both ears with the ice pick, but she did not die. Both men took turns strangling her until she was dead. Then they turned on Leah. Bittaker strangled her while Norris hit her in the head with a sledgehammer several times. They dumped the bodies over a cliff.

On September 30, Shirley Sanders was maced by the pair and forced into the van. She was raped by both of them, but she escaped. In a police photo lineup, she identified both Bittaker and Norris
 .

On October 31, the pair kidnapped 16-year-old Lynette Ledford but instead of heading for the fire road, they took turns driving around Los Angeles while the other raped and tortured her, tape recording her screams. Bittaker eventually strangled her with a wire hanger and the pliers. They left her body on a lawn in Hermosa Beach, instead of taking her to the mountains and throwing her body over the cliff. The body was found the next day and caused quite a stir because it was only a few days after the police had arrested Angelo Buono, one of the Hillside Stranglers.


Norris and Bittaker were charged with murder, kidnapping, forcible rape, sexual perversion, and criminal conspiracy. Bittaker was convicted of rape, torture, kidnapping, and murder, and in 1981, he was sentenced to death. He was housed on death row at San Quentin Prison in San Quentin, California, where he died of natural causes on December 13, 2019. Norris had testified against Bittaker and was spared a death sentence. He was sentenced to 45 years to life, with a minimum of 30 years to serve before parole. Norris was denied parole in 2009. He died on February 24, 2020.


Bittrolff, John
 (b. July 1, 1966) was a carpenter in Manorville, New York, and is a convicted killer in New York, a suspect in another single murder, and a suspect in the Long Island Serial Killer
 case.

On November 2, 1993, Rita Tangredi, who lived in East Patchogue and was a known prostitute, was found dead in Suffolk County, New York.

On November 20, 1993, the body of Sandra Costilla was found in North Sea, Suffolk County, New York. She was not a known prostitute, but detectives said she lived a “similar lifestyle.”

On January 30, 1994, Colleen McNamee, who may have been a prostitute, was found naked, beaten to death and 
 strangled in the woods near the William Floyd Parkway in Shirley, Suffolk County, New York.

Bittrolff was convicted of two second-degree murders and was sentenced to life on each count, with a minimum of 50 years served. He is incarcerated at Clinton Correctional Facility in Dannemora, New York.


Bixler, Rodney Troy
 (c. 1970) murdered Daisy Whitaker, age 67, in her home after spending the evening with friends and Ms. Whitaker on October 22, 2000. She was found in the bathtub of her home. In February 2000, Thelma Cornett, age 67, was found dead on the floor of her bathroom in her Lawrenceburg, Kentucky, apartment. She had been strangled. Also in October 2000, Heather Wright’s body was discovered in a stream that flows into the Kentucky River near Tyrone in Anderson County. Heather, who was 27 at the time of her death, lived in Lexington, Kentucky.

Bixler was convicted of Daisy Whitaker’s murder and sentenced to 29 years. While he was in jail, he was charged with the murders of Thelma Cornett and Heather Wright. In a plea agreement, Bixler entered an Alford plea to the murders of Cornett and Wright. (An Alford plea is not an admission of guilt but the defendant acknowledges that there is enough evidence for a conviction). He was sentenced to an additional 20 years for each murder.


Black Angel
 aka Faludi, Timea
 (b. 1977) was a nurse who played “God” in Budapest, Hungary, killing as many as 40 patients before she was caught.

The medical director of the hospital where Timea Faludi worked, noticed that the death toll was unusually high on the nightshift. Timea worked the nightshift. Drug records showed a shortage of a certain tranquilizer. Timea confessed to administering the drug to seriously ill, elderly patients, but withdrew her confession during trial since all of the victims had been cremated and there was no evidence. She 
 was sentenced to nine years in prison for repeated murder attempts and was forever forbidden from working as a nurse again.


Black Magic Murders/Pembunuh Sihir Hitam
 aka Suradji, Ahmad
 (January 10, 1949 – July 10, 2008) was a serial killer in the country of Indonesia who murdered at least 42 women and girls between 1986 and 1997.

After he was arrested, Suradji told authorities that he dreamed of his father’s ghost telling him that if he wanted to be a mystic healer, he must drink the saliva of 70 dead young women. Thinking it would take too much time to encounter 70 dead young women by chance, he became a sorcerer. Young women and girls came to him wanting to be more beautiful, wealthier, etc. He told them that they had to go to the sugarcane field with him to perform a ritual. At the sugarcane field, he would bury them up to their waist and then strangle them so that he could drink their saliva. He then removed their clothes to make their bodies decompose more quickly and buried them in the ground with their heads pointing toward his house.

His downfall was the killing of Sri Kemala Dewi on April 24, 1997. She asked Andreas, a rickshaw driver, to take her to “Datuk” (sorcerer), but not to tell anyone. She never returned. Her nude body was found three days later in the sugarcane field by a man and dug up by several people who called police. Andreas told the police he had taken Dewi to the “Datuk” three days before. Police visited Suradji’s house and found Dewi’s purse, dress, and bracelet. He finally confessed to killing Dewi, but to their surprise he admitted to killing as many as 42 in the same way. Authorities thoroughly searched and excavated the sugarcane field and found 42 bodies in different stages of decomposition, some so badly decayed it was impossible to identify them
 .

His three wives were also arrested for assisting with the murders and burial. Tumini, one of the wives, was sentenced to death for being an accomplice. Her sentence was reduced to life in prison.

Ahmad Suradji was sentenced to death by firing squad. He was executed on July 10, 2008.


Black Satin Killer
 aka Christian, James Edward
 (b. 1944) is a serial killer who operated in Canada and the eastern US in 1970. He raped, mutilated, and murdered three young women. He received two life sentences and is currently serving his sentences at Florida State Prison, Raiford, Florida.


Black Widow
 aka Ambrose, Lyda Catherine
 (1891 – 19??) murdered five husbands and lovers for their insurance. Her first murder was in 1917 when she killed her first fiancé in Keytesville, Missouri. She then married her fiancé’s brother and within three months, he too died of “stomach trouble” just like her fiancé. In 1918 in Twin Falls, Idaho, she worked as a waitress and married the owner of the restaurant, who died of “stomach ulcers” shortly after the wedding. Unfortunately for Lyda, her husband had not signed his insurance papers and she was unable to collect.

Within a year, Lyda was married again and within three months her husband died; this time the insurance papers had been signed and she collected $10,000. In October 1920 she again married and the man died on November 20. She collected $12,000 (an insurance policy which had been purchased on October 6). Up to this time, authorities were unaware of the “bad luck” Lyda had with her husbands and fiancé. Upon searching her cottage, police found a large amount of “old-fashioned arsenic-laced flypaper.” Exhuming the bodies of her husbands, it was found that their bodies contained large amounts of arsenic. Lyda was convicted of first-degree murder in Idaho and sentenced to 
 life. She escaped from the Idaho State Prison on May 4, 1931. She was captured in Kansas City in 1932 and returned to prison, where she died.


Black Widow
 aka Blauensteiner, Ilfriede
 (January 22, 1931 – November 18, 2003) was a serial killer in Austria who preyed on the elderly she cared for in their homes. When she had something to gain from their deaths (i.e. being put in their will as a beneficiary), she murdered them by poisoning them.

Between 1981 and 1995 Elfriede murdered a wealthy woman who was her neighbor in Vienna and who had just changed her will in favor of Elle (as she was called) Blauensteiner; an elderly man she met through a newspaper ad who died after a year of being cared for by “Elle”; and 77-year-old Alois Pichler whom she also met through a newspaper ad. He died after she gave him 20 anti-depressant pills, leaving him in a room with the windows open and then giving him an ice-cold bath in the morning, which caused the poor old man to die of a heart attack. This was the only murder she was charged with due to lack of evidence on the other two. She was suspected in the deaths of the janitor in her apartment building, who died in 1981 and for which she claimed that she only helped him “commit suicide,” and her second husband, Rudolf Blauensteiner, who died in August 1992 after being in a mysterious coma for 10 days.

On March 7, 1997, Elfriede Blauensteiner was convicted of the first-degree murder of Alois Pichler. She was sentenced to life in prison. On November 18, 2003, she died of a brain tumor.


Black Widow
 aka Buenoano, Judias Anna Lou
 (April 4, 1943 – March 30, 1998) was a serial killer who preyed on her family and boyfriends to reap the riches of their insurance policies
 .

When her husband, James Goodyear, a sergeant in the US Air Force, returned from a tour of duty in South Vietnam in June 1971, he suddenly fell ill. He died barely three months after his return home to Orlando. His death was judged to be of natural causes.

In 1973, Judy (as she was called) moved in with Bobby Joe Morris. Everything seemed fine until 1978 when he became ill and died. A later autopsy determined that he had been poisoned by arsenic.

Judy’s son, Michael Goodyear, became severely ill in 1979, which left him a paraplegic. He wore heavy leg and arm braces and could not use his hands. In 1980, Judy took her son for a ride in a canoe. According to Judy, the canoe began to roll and turned over, throwing Michael into the water and quickly to the bottom, due to the weight of his braces, and he drowned. It was later determined that his paraplegia was due to arsenic poisoning.

Somewhere along the line, Judy had changed her name from Goodyear to Buenoano, which means “good year” in corrupted Spanish.

Judy soon found another prospective victim and became engaged to John Gentry. Gentry was severely injured when his car exploded. She had told her friends that Gentry was suffering from a terminal illness. When Gentry heard this, he took his vitamins to the police to have them analyzed. They were found to contain arsenic and formaldehyde. This led authorities to exhume the bodies of James Goodyear, Michael Goodyear, and Bobby Joe Morris, and all three of them were found to have been victims of arsenic poisoning.

In 1984, Judy was convicted of the murders of Michael and James Goodyear. For Michael’s murder, she was sentenced to life in prison. For James’ murder, she was sentenced to death. In 1985 she was convicted for the attempted murder of John Gentry and received a sentence of 12 years
 .

Judias “Judy” Buenoano was executed on March 30, 1998, in Florida’s electric chair, “Old Sparky”.


Black Widow Murders
 aka Golay, Helen
 (b. 1930) and Rutterschmidt, Olga
 (b. 1933) of Hollywood, California, became serial killers when they were in their 70s.

On November 6, 1999, the dead body of Paul Vados, age 73 and homeless, was found near North La Brea Avenue in an alley. It appeared he had been the victim of a hit and run. Golay and Rutterschmidt had taken out eight different life insurance policies on him, naming themselves as the beneficiaries.

On June 21, 2006, a surveillance camera caught the hit and run of Kenneth McDavid, age 50 and homeless, when he was hit by a silver 1999 Mercury Sable station wagon. Golay and Rutterschmidt had bought 13 insurance policies on McDavid totaling more than $3,500,000 and made themselves beneficiaries. They claimed to be a fiancé, cousin, or business partner. At the time of their arrest, Golay had collected more than $1,500,000 and Rutterschmidt had collected over $600,000.

Jimmy Covington, age 48 and homeless, was approached by Rutterschmidt. She took him to Burger King and bought him a meal. She told him he could come live at her house and she would take care of him. After a short time, he moved out when he became suspicious of the two women after they asked him to sign some documents and wanted personal information.

The insurance company that held several of the McDavid policies sent Ed Webster, a private eye, to do a routine check. His responsibilities were to verify McDavid as the victim and confirm the cause of death. During his investigation, he became suspicious. The victim’s injuries were not compatible with a person being hit by an automobile. All of his injuries were above the waist. A person who has been hit by an automobile will have most injuries below the waist. 
 In addition, he did not live where he supposed to be living, was supposed to be in a business partnership with Golay, and had an income, even though it was obvious that he was destitute.

Webster requested a meeting with the beneficiaries of the policies, but they refused to meet with him. Webster then called in the police. LAPD Detective Dennis Kilcoyne and others at the station could not believe that these two old grannies were involved in a plot of money-for-murder. Deputy District Attorney Shellie Samuels, who prosecuted the case, made the statement that it was like “Arsenic and Old Lace
 but without Cary Grant.”

One of the investigators recalled a similar case. Fred Downie was under Helen Golay’s care when a car struck and killed him. It was found that Golay and Rutterschmidt had bled him dry financially before he stepped in front of a car. It was a legitimate accident. Downie had been their first victim. This may have given them the idea of how they could make big bucks by taking out insurance policies on the homeless and then either killing them or making them have an accident.

Insurance fraud is a federal offence and the FBI was called in. After their arrest, the two were put together in an interrogation room where a recording device was hidden. It did not take long for them to incriminate themselves.

The women were convicted in April 2008 of conspiracy to commit the murders of Paul Vados and Kenneth McDavid, and the first-degree murder of Paul Vados.

They are both incarcerated at the Central California Women’s Facility at Chowchilla, California.


Black Widower
 aka Amos, Lowell Edwin
 (b. January 4, 1943) was a General Motors plant manager who along with his wife, Roberta Mowery Amos, attended a company executive party held at the Atheneum Hotel in Detroit, Michigan, in December 1994. About four hours after they 
 had returned to their room, Amos called Bert Crabtree, another executive at the party, seemingly in a panic. Crabtree and Daniel Porcasi, also an executive, went to Amos’ room. Amos told them that Roberta had died in an accident and he needed to clean up before he called the police. He gave his sport coat to Porcasi and asked him to keep it for him. Porcasi found a small black leather case in the breast pocket that contained a syringe without a needle and a smelly washcloth. Sometime later, Porcasi returned the coat to Amos.

Amos told the police that he and his wife had sex while they were also using cocaine. Amos claimed he fell asleep afterwards and when he awoke, Roberta was dead. They found traces of cocaine on the sheets, even on the parts tucked under the mattress. During the autopsy, it was determined that Roberta’s body had more than 15 times the amount of a lethal dose. The cocaine was found in her vagina. None was found externally. Amos explained that Roberta could not snort cocaine due to a sinus condition. Dr. Phyllis Goode, a forensic scientist, found lipstick and other makeup on the bed clothes, but none was found on Roberta. She surmised that Amos had washed Roberta’s body before police arrived.

Police did not have enough evidence to arrest Amos for his wife’s murder, so they decided to put him under surveillance and check out his background. It did not take long to find that Amos’ first wife, Saundra, had died under suspicious circumstances when she was just 36 years old. Amos had collected $350,000 on her life insurance policy.

Shortly after Saundra’s death in 1979, Amos married Carolyn and bought large insurance policies on her. They argued frequently over these insurance policies and they separated. Amos moved in with his mother.

His mother was rushed to the hospital very confused a few weeks later. Doctors could not find a cause and she was sent home. She died just a few days later. Because of 
 her age, 76, it was assumed that she died of natural causes and an autopsy was not done. Amos collected more than $1 million.

Amos did not want people knowing that he had lived with his mother, and he moved out. Carolyn allowed him to return to her place. Nine months later, she was dead.

Amos was arrested for Roberta’s murder. He was charged with the premeditated murder and murder using a toxic substance (separate charge of first-degree murder). He was found guilty on both charges and received a sentence of life for each charge of murder on December 10, 1994. He is currently incarcerated at Lakeland Correctional Facility in Coldwater, Michigan.


Black Widower
 aka Hoth, Gabriel Garza
 was born in Mexico. He became a killer on April 17, 1991, when he murdered his first wife, Soledad Valdez, who was thought at the time to have died of a heart attack. It was later determined that she had been poisoned. Garza collected her life insurance in the amount of $125,000.

His second victim was his girlfriend, Marcela Munoz Palacios, who was killed on October 3, 1992, in a violent attack in a parking lot. Hoth told police that she had been killed during a robbery attempt. He tried to collect her insurance of $400,000.

On May 11, 1997, Ana Gloria Gomez was also killed in a violent attack. Hoth was now a serial killer. During the investigation, it was learned that he had lost his wife in 1991, a girlfriend in 1992, and his fiancée in 1997. Hoth became aware of this and escaped to Spain. He was captured in November 1998 and extradited to Mexico in January 1998.

Gabriel Garza Hoth was convicted of the 1997 murder of Ana Gloria Gomez and was sentenced to 45 years; in addition he was fined $2,200 for shooting Gomez and trying to collect her life insurance
 .


Blackout Ripper
 aka Cummins, Gordon Frederick
 (February 18, 1914 – June 25, 1942) was a leading airman in the Royal Air Force in England who was nicknamed The Count
 due to his claims of noble heritage. He was also a serial killer.

During World War II, England had scheduled nighttime blackout conditions. In February 1942, Cummins took advantage of these blackout conditions to murder four women and at least two other murders were attempted.

On February 9, 1942, the body of Evelyn Hamilton, a 40-year-old pharmacist, was discovered in an air raid shelter. She had been strangled and her purse taken.

On February 10, the body of Evelyn Oatley, age 35, was found in her flat on Wardour Street. She was naked and had been strangled, sexually mutilated with a can opener, and her throat had been cut. Fingerprints found on the can opener proved the murderer was left-handed.

On February 11, Margaret Florence Lowe’s body was found in her flat on Gosfield Street. She had been strangled with a silk stocking and her body had been mutilated with several implements—razor blade, knife, and candlestick.

On February 12, Doris Jouannet, age 32, was murdered in the flat she shared with her husband. She had been strangled with a scarf and had been sexually mutilated.

On February 14, Greta Hayward was attacked by a man in a RAF uniform after she rejected his advances near Piccadilly Circus. A delivery boy interrupted the assault, the man ran away, and Greta was able to escape. Unfortunately for the attacker, he had left his gas mask case behind which had his service number on it and it was used to identify him.

Later on February 14, a Mrs. Mulcahy was attacked in her flat near Paddington Railway Station. She managed to fight off her attacker. He left his belt behind.

Authorities, after identifying Cummins, found that he did not have a criminal history, nor did he have a history 
 of violence. Gordon Frederick Cummins was arrested on February 16. During a search of his quarters, various items from his victims were found. His fingerprints had been found in flats where two of the murders took place and his fingerprints matched those found on the can opener used to mutilate Evelyn Oatley.

On April 27, 1942, Cummins went on trial for Evelyn Oatley’s murder. The evidence against him was so conclusive that after a one-day trial, the jury took only 35 minutes to find him guilty. He was sentenced to death by hanging and was executed on June 25, 1942, at Wandsworth Prison during an air raid.

Scotland Yard later claimed that during air raids in London in October 1941, Cummins had murdered two women.


Blair, Terry
 (b. September 16, 1961) was a serial killer who raped and murdered in Kansas City, Missouri. He was born into a dysfunctional family with a mother who suffered from mental illness. He is the fourth oldest of his ten siblings.

His brother Walter Jr., while in jail, agreed to kill a woman for $6,000 so she could not testify against her rapist. Walter confessed to the kidnapping and shooting of Katherine Jo Allen. He was sentenced to death and was executed on July 21, 1993.

Terry’s older half-brother, Clifford Miller, was convicted of kidnapping, forcible sodomy, rape, assault, plus several other charges after he abducted a woman from a bar, shot her in the arm, and took her to an abandoned house where he raped her and beat her into unconsciousness. She spent two months in the hospital recovering. He was sentenced to two life sentences plus 240 years, which he is currently at Crossroads Correctional Center in Cameron, Missouri
 .

Janice Blair, Terry’s mother, shot and killed Elton E. Gray. She was sentenced to probation after entering an Alford plea.

In 1983, Terry Blair was convicted of murdering his ex-girlfriend and pregnant mother of his two children in 1982. Supposedly he was angry with her for prostituting herself. He was sentenced to 25 years and was released after 21 years.

Upon his release from prison, Blair started killing again. It was his intention to kill as many prostitutes as he could.

First was Anna Ewing, age 42, was murdered on or before July 14, 2004. She died of strangulation and a broken neck.

Patricia Wilson Butler, age 58, was murdered on or before September 2, 2004 and died of strangulation. Sheliah McKinzie, age 38, was also murdered on or before September 2, 2004 and died of strangulation and a broken neck.

Darci I. Williams, age 25, was murdered on or before September 4, 2004 and died of strangulation and a broken neck. Carmen Hunt, age 40, was murdered on or before September 4, 2004 and died of strangulation. Claudette Juniel, age 31, was murdered on or before September 4, 2004 and died of strangulation and a broken neck.

Blair was also suspected of the murders of Sandra Reed and Nellia Harris.

On October 15, 2004, Blair was arrested and charged with the first-degree murder of six women. On March 27, 2008, he was convicted of the six murders and sentenced to life in prison with no chance of parole.

He is serving his sentence in the Potosi Correctional Center in Mineral Point, Missouri.


Blank, Daniel
 (b. June 28, 1962) was born in the tiny town of Paulina in St. James Parish, Louisiana, one of eight children. He was struck by a vehicle while riding a bicycle when he was 12 and is believed to have suffered a 
 brain injury. He has an IQ of 85, reads at a 3rd grade level, and dropped out of school in the 8th grade. He worked as a mechanic on and off through the years and was fired from Brock’s Car Repair shop by the husband of one of his victims.

On October 17, 1996, he committed his first known murder. Victor Rossi, age 41, was beaten to death in his home in St. Amant. Blank had once worked as a mechanic for Rossi at his car repair shop.

In 1997, Blank murdered five people and attempted to murder two more. The first was Barbara Bourgeois in Paulina on March 18. She was stabbed to death at her home, only ¼ mile from Blank’s home. On April 9, Lillian Phillipe, age 71, of Gonzalez was stabbed to death. Blank had bought car parts from Lillian’s husband’s store. On May 9, he bludgeoned to death Sam, age 76, and Louella Arcuri in their home in LaPlace. On May 14, he beat to death Joan Brock, age 55, in the back yard of her home in LaPlace. She was the wife of the owner of Brock Car Repair. On July 7, Blank attempted to murder Leonce and Joyce Millet, both 66, by beating, then shooting them inside their home in Gonzales. They both survived and helped the police make a composite sketch which eventually led to his arrest.

On October 14, 1997, Daniel Blank was arrested in Onalaska, Texas. He confessed on videotape to stabbing, bludgeoning, or shooting six people so he could rob them to pay for his gambling habit. Daniel’s girlfriend, Cynthia Bellard, was arrested a few days after Daniel was arrested, on five different murder charges. She agreed to testify against David if the murder charges were dropped. In September 1999, Blank was convicted of murdering Lillian Philippe and was sentenced to death by lethal injection. On April 11, 2000, he was convicted of murdering Joan Brock and was sentenced to death by lethal injection. On November 13, 2001, Daniel Blank pleaded guilty to two 
 counts of first-degree murder for the deaths of Sam and Louella Arcuri. He was sentenced to two irrevocable life sentences in Louisiana State Prison in Angola, Louisiana. He was scheduled for execution on March 14, 2016, but he was granted a stay of execution on February 17, in part because the state did not have the necessary drugs. He had also not completed his appeals.


Blaubart (Bluebeard)
 aka Baron de Rais Gilles de Laval
 aka de Rais, Gilles
 (September/October 1405 – October 26, 1440) was a French military hero during the 15th century. He was assigned to Joan of Arc’s guard and fought alongside her in several battles, including the battle of Orleans in 1429.

In the mid- to late 1430s, Gilles de Rais developed an interest in Satanism in the hopes of gaining knowledge, power, and riches with help from the Devil. He also raped and murdered children. In September 1440, he was brought before the Inquisition and was charged with 47 crimes in three categories: Abuse of clerical privilege (for attacking a priest, the conjuration of demons, and sexual perversions against children). More than 110 witnesses were heard before the court ordered Gilles de Rais and his servants to be put under torture to gather more incriminating evidence against him. de Rais succumbed to the torture and admitted to whatever the court told him.

He was executed by garrote and thrown onto a pyre on October 26, 1440. His family was permitted to remove the body before it was lit.

Gilles de Rais was accused of murdering 500 to 800 persons. Admittedly, he was one of the world’s worst child rapists and murderers; however, it is doubtful that he was responsible for the 500 – 800 victims attributed to him.


Blaubart of Fehman
 aka Imiela, Arwed Erich
 (October 7, 1929 – June 3, 1982) was a German serial killer. He grew 
 up in Berlin and was shuttled back and forth between his divorced parents. Imiela was sent to a military training camp shortly before the end of World War II. He was then sent to a Polish labor camp. After the war, he made a living on the black market, making forged documents. He also changed his name to Detlev Klaus Holm-Menhardt. Using this name, he built a new life. He made himself eight years older with a high school diploma and a teaching certificate (all fake). He was arrested in 1952 and authorities discovered his true name and the faked papers. Imiela was sentenced to two years in prison. He studied astrology while in prison, passed the examination, and earned his astrologer’s license.

Out of prison, he used his astrology license to meet monied victims, gained their confidence, murdered them, and took their property and money. He dismembered the bodies and buried them in his BBQ pit at his bungalow at Gahlendorf, north of Fehmarn.

His victims included Anne Marie Schroeder and her mother Anna-Marie Kieferle, his first known victims. Evel Ilse and her daughter Urte were his next known victims. He was arrested and charged with their murders on April 23, 1970. On May 24, 1973, Arwed Erich Imiela was sentenced to life in prison. He never confessed and professed his innocence until his death of a heart attack on June 3, 1982, at Hamburg Fuhlsbuttel Prison. He was buried anonymously in a cemetery in Ohlsdorf.


Blaubart of Paris
 aka Landru, Henri Desire
 (April 12, 1869 – February 25, 1922). While serving in the French Army from 1887 to 1891, Landru had a sexual relationship with his cousin, who gave birth to a daughter. He did marry, but not to his cousin. This woman gave him four children. After he was swindled by his employer out of money owed to him, Landru began operating a scam that usually involved elderly widows. He served two years in prison in the early 1900s after he was found guilty of fraud
 .

After his release, he separated from his wife, and this (soon-to-be) serial killer placed advertisements in the lonely hearts section of the Paris newspapers as being a widower with two children looking for a widow with desires toward matrimony. The widow would then be seduced in his Paris villa and when he gained access to her assets, she would be murdered, dismembered, and burned in his oven.

His known victims were Madame Jean Cuchet and her son André who were last seen in January-February 1915; Madame Laborde-Line last seen on June 26, 1915; Madame Marie-Angelique Guillin last seen on August 2,1915; Madame Berthe Heron last seen on December 8, 1915; and Madame Anna Collomb last seen on Christmas Day 1915. During 1916, Andrée Babelay was last seen on April 12 and Madame Celestine Buisson last seen on August 19. Madame Louise Jaume was last seen on November 25, 1917; Madame Anne-Marie Pascal was last seen on April 5, 1918; and Madame Marie-Therese Marchadier last seen on January 15, 1919.

Landru was arrested and charged with 11 counts of murder. In November 1921, he was found guilty on all counts and sentenced to death. He was executed by guillotine on February 25, 1922. During his trial, Landru gave a drawing of his kitchen with the stove where he burned his victims to Auguste Navieres du Treuil, one of his lawyers. On the drawing, he had made the notation “Ce n’est pas le mur derrière lequel il se passe quelque chose, mais bien la cuisinère dans laquelle on a brûlé quelque chose.
 ” (It is not the wall behind which a thing takes place, but indeed the stove in which a thing has been burned). This note was interpreted to be Landru’s confession to his murders.


Blom, Donald Albin
 (b. February 5, 1949) is a registered sex offender and a suspected serial killer. Blom’s father abused him when he was about 13 years old, which turned 
 the boy into an underage drinker and problem child. He spent time in reform school, often skipping classes.

In 1975, Blom kidnapped a girl just 14 years old, molested her, and locked her in the trunk of his car. She managed to open the trunk, escaped, and went to the police. Blom was convicted and evidently spent little time in jail. In 1978, he committed aggravated assault. Again, he did not spend much time in jail (being a previously convicted sex offender). In 1983, he was arrested again for criminal sexual conduct. The same year, he held two teenage girls at knifepoint, took them to a remote area, and threatened to rape them. He choked one of them to unconsciousness several times and revived her. A police officer on patrol saw the girls’ car parked the wrong way and came to investigate. Blom fled through the woods. He was arrested two months later. He had dyed his hair blond. He pleaded guilty to the crime.

By early 1999, he had five felony convictions for kidnapping and sexual assault; he was now living under the name Donald Hutchinson; had gotten a job; and had gotten married.

On May 26, 1999, 19-year-old Katie Poirier was abducted from a convenience store in Moose Lake, Minnesota. A customer found no attendant in the store and notified police. The black and white surveillance video showed Katie being forced out of the store by a man in a ball cap worn backwards and wearing a New York Yankees baseball jersey with the number 23 on the back. The police estimated that the abductor was about 5’-10” and weighed about 170 lbs. with light-colored long hair and about 25 years old. Police received reports of a black pickup truck near the convenience store that night and obtained a partial license plate number. A composite sketch was made of the abductor based on the video and witness description, and broadcast on the local TV
 .

Police found that Donald Blom had a pickup truck with a license plate matching the partial number given by a witness. However, his pickup truck was white.

On June 18, a man called the police and told them that he had worked with someone named Donald Hutchinson who looked similar to the composite sketch. He stated that Hutchinson was absent on the day following the abduction of Katie Poirier, he had recently cut his hair, stopped driving his black pickup truck, and quit his job without any notice.

Authorities learned that Blom owned a 20-acre property in Moose Lake about 12 miles from the convenience store where Katie was abducted. They also learned that he had been convicted of abducting seven petite girls and that he had spent quite a bit of time at the Moose Lake property before Katie’s abduction, but none since. The police obtained a search warrant for both the Moose Lake property and his home.

Blom was arrested on June 22. He was cooperative but refused to give a statement and asked for an attorney. He was put in the county jail but moved to solitary confinement when it was learned he was planning his escape.

The investigators and over 100 members of the National Guard and several hundred volunteers from the local community searched the Moose Lake property but were unable to find Katie or her body. They did find some firearms which Blom, a convicted felon, was not allowed to own, under Minnesota Statute 624.712-713. They found a number of fragments of what looked like bone in a fire pit on the property. These proved to be human bones and a fragment of a human tooth with a filling. The filling, researchers said, belonged to a young female and the chance of it belonging to Katie was high.

On September 8, 1999, Blom confessed to abducting Katie, strangling her, and burning her body in the fire pit. He did not confess to sexually assaulting her. He soon recanted his confession, claiming the stress of solitary confinement 
 and hallucinations due to medications prompted him to make a false confession.

Donald Blom went on trial in June 2000. The video surveillance, witness testimony, testimony of two women whom Blom kidnapped in 1983, and his confession were presented. Blom testified that he had never owned a New York Yankees jersey with the number 23 on the back, but his brother claimed that he had given the Blom family some old clothing which did, in fact, include the New York Yankees jersey. The forensic odonatologist testified that the tooth portion recovered from the fire pit was consistent with Katie’s age, gender, and dental work. Blom’s barber testified that at the time of Katie’s abduction, Blom’s hair had blond tips, which made him appear much younger than his actual age (the man in the video was estimated to be about 25 years old).

Blom was convicted of first-degree murder and sentenced to life imprisonment. He also received an additional sentence of 19 years for possession of firearms. He appealed his conviction. In 2004, the appeals court upheld his conviction. Sometime in 2006, Blom said he was willing to answer questions regarding unsolved local crimes in exchange for being transferred to a prison closer to his relatives. Officials arrived with the letter of transfer and Blom talked for three days, but never said anything about unsolved crimes. In December 2007, the appeals court rejected his third appeal.

Investigators believe Blom is responsible for a string of murders along the Interstate 70 corridor which runs from Baltimore, Maryland, to Cove Fort, Utah, and Interstates 35 and 45 in Texas. During 1992, four women and one man (who may have been mistaken for a woman) were slain in shops and stores along I-70. Blom had owned a .22 semi-automatic similar to the one used in the murders of two women in a Wichita, Kansas, bridal shop. He is a suspect in the murder of Holly Spangler, a 19-year-old, in 1992 or 1993. 
 Her decomposed body was found in the woods of a Bloomington, Minnesota, park in 1993. Blom was living in the area under the name Donald Prince at that time and was a registered sex offender. Blom admitted he was at the crime scene of the strangulation murder of Wilma Johnson, whose body was found near the St. Paul Cathedral in 1983, but he denied killing her. On the I-35/I-45 corridors in Texas, four more women were murdered in 1993. He is also suspected of other murders dating back to the 1970s. Investigators believe that Blom’s modus operandi was to change his name and appearance after each murder, so as not to leave a trail.

Donald Blom is currently serving his sentence in Somerset, Pennsylvania. He is suspected by investigators of being the I-70 Serial Killer (see separate article).



Bloody Benders
 were a family of serial killers consisting of Bender, John
 (c. 1810 – 1884) aka John Flickinger
 born either in Germany or the Netherlands; Bender, Kate
 (wife) aka Almira Griffith (nee Meik)
 born in the Adirondack Mountains in northern New York, married to a George Griffith with 12 children by him; Bender, Kate
 (daughter) aka Eliza Griffith
 the fifth child of George and Almira Griffith;
 and Bender Jr., John
 (son) aka John Gebhardt.
 This family of serial killers owned a small general store and inn in Osage township, Labette County, Kansas in 1872-73. Many believed that John Jr. and Kate (the daughter) were actually husband and wife, not brother and sister.

When the Osage Indians were moved from Labette County, Kansas, to Indian Territory in what is now the state of Oklahoma, the former Indian land became available to homesteaders. In October 1870, the Benders registered 160 acres of land located adjacent to the Great Osage Trail, which was the only open road for those travelling farther west. The Benders built a cabin, a barn with a corral, and a well. The cabin was divided into two rooms by hanging 
 a canvas wagon cover. The rear of the cabin was used as a residence and the front for a general store. Ma and young Kate planted a 2-acre vegetable garden and apple orchard. Young Kate was a self-proclaimed healer and psychic. She conducted séances and gave lectures on spiritualism. Pa and Ma Bender supposedly spoke little English, although young Kate and John Jr. spoke good English.

People travelling the trail began to disappear. In May 1871, the body of a Mr. Jones was found in Drum Creek with a crushed skull and slit throat. The following winter, two unidentified men were found on the prairie with their skulls crushed and their throats cut. In 1872, Ben Brown disappeared along with the $2,600 he was carrying; his body was found buried in the Benders’ apple orchard. W. F. McCrotty, a soldier with Co. D 123rd Illinois Infantry disappeared along with his $38, his wagon, and team of horses. Henry McKenzie vanished and so did $36 and a matched team of horses; Johnny Boyle disappeared, his $10, and a pacing mare with a saddle worth $850 along with him; his body was found in the Benders’ well. George Loncher and his young daughter left Independence to resettle in Iowa and were never seen again, nor was the $1,900 he was carrying; again, the bodies were found buried in the apple orchard. In May 1873, Dr. William York disappeared, so did his $2,000. There were others—John Greary, an unidentified male, an unidentified female, and various body parts that did not belong to any of the bodies were all found buried in the apple orchard. Four more bodies of unidentified males were found in Drum Creek and the surrounding area, all with their skulls crushed and throats cut.

It seems that when the guest at the general store appeared to be wealthy, he would be given a seat of honor at the table that was set on a trap door to the cellar. One of the women would distract the guest and John or his son would strike him on the right side of his head with a hammer. Then one 
 of the women would cut his throat and he would be dropped through the trap door to the cellar. The body was stripped, all of his belongings taken, and then he would be buried in the apple orchard or some other place on the property.

News of the disappearances spread. A county meeting was held and attended by about 75 of the locals, including Pa and John Bender Jr., to discuss the disappearances. It was several days before anyone noticed that the Benders had fled. Several vigilante groups searched for the family. Some claimed to have caught and killed the Benders, but no one ever claimed the $3,000 reward.

The Benders were traced to the town of Thayer, where their wagon and a starving team of horses were found, then by train to Humbolt, then to Chanute where John Jr. and young Kate left the train and took another train to Texas, and traveled to an outlaw colony somewhere near the border region of Texas and New Mexico. This area was too dangerous for the lawman to pursue the Benders, for many lawmen following outlaws to this area never returned. It was reported that John Jr. died of apoplexy.

It is believed that Ma and Pa Bender continued north to Kansas City and then to St. Louis. The search for the Benders continued on and off for about 50 years. In 1884, it was reported that John Flickinger (Bender) had committed suicide.

On October 31, 1889, it was reported that a Mrs. Almira Monroe (Ma Bender) and Mrs. Eliza Davis (young Kate Bender) had been arrested in Niles, Michigan; their identities were confirmed and they were extradited to Oswego, Kansas. Their trial was originally set for February 1890, but was rescheduled to May. The county was unwilling to accept the expense of boarding the two women for three more months and they were released, never to be seen again
 .


Bloody Countess/Lady Dracula
 aka Bathory, Erzsebet
 (August 7, 1560 – August 21, 1614) was born on the family estate in Nyirbator, Hungary, to George Bathory of the Ecsed branch of the family and Anna Bathory, whose brother was Stefan Bathory, King of Poland.

Erzsebet was raised at Ecsed Castle. It is said that she was versed in Latin, German, and Greek, in addition to her native language of Hungarian. Erzsebet was married to Ferenc Nadasdy on May 8, 1575, which was probably an arranged marriage for the benefit of aristocracy. As a wedding gift to Erzsebet, Ferenc gave her his home in the Carpathians near Trencin and named Csejte Castle, along with the Cachtice country house. In 1585, daughter Anna was born. The next two children, a daughter and a son, both died at an early age. The couple then had three more children: Katherine, born in 1594; Paul, born around 1597; and Miklos, born a few years later.

In 1578, Nadasdy became the chief commander of the Hungarian troops and led them to war against the Ottomans. Erzsebet managed their business affairs, including providing for the peasants. The Long War lasted from 1593 to 1606. Ferenc died in 1604 at the age of 47, reportedly due to an injury sustained in battle.

After Ferenc’s death, rumors of atrocities at the castle began to spread and finally reached the court in Vienna. Erzsebet and four of her collaborators were accused of beating, burning, biting, starving, and otherwise torturing and killing as many as 650 girls and women. Legend has it that she even bathed in the blood of her victims. A trial and execution would cause a public scandal and disgrace a noble and influential family, and Erzsebet’s property would be seized by the crown. Erzsebet was never tried nor convicted. It was decided that she should be kept under strict house arrest, so in 1610 she was imprisoned in the Cachtice country house. A small set of rooms were bricked up with no exit. On the night of August 20, 1614, she complained 
 to her bodyguard that her hands were cold. He replied, “It’s nothing, mistress. Just go lie down.” She was found dead the next morning.


Blue Boy
 aka Hickson, Monroe
 (1909 – December 29, 1967) began his criminal career in 1931 in the area of Aiken, South Carolina, when he was arrested and convicted of assault with the intent to kill. He served two years in prison. In 1942, he was convicted of larceny and served 18 months; and in 1947, he was convicted of robbery and served 10 years. His crimes were mostly petty robberies, but accompanied with violence.

No one suspected him of being a serial killer until his arrest in 1957, for the robbery of Lucy Parker’s dry goods store in Graniteville. Lucy had been beaten and the petty cash stolen. After spending nine days in jail, Hickson confessed to a string of unsolved crimes.

On April 17, 1946, Hickson murdered David Garrett with an ax before robbing the Aiken store. Hickson stole a pistol and $22 in cash

On April 28, he shot to death Mr. and Mrs. Edward Bennett in their grocery store with the stolen pistol. These murders netted him less than $10 and another gun. Hickson was questioned about this robbery but was not detained. A man named L. D. Harris was convicted of these murders and was condemned to die in the electric chair. His life was saved upon appeal. He was released after Hickson’s confession cleared him of the murders.

On September 28, Hickson beat to death Annie Wiseberg in her home in Aiken before stealing $5.

Monroe Hickson was convicted of four counts of murder and was sentenced to life plus 20 years. On March 10, 1966, he escaped from the South Carolina State Prison in Columbia. He was declared a federal fugitive and was added to the FBI’s “Most Wanted” list on February 17, 1967. Unbeknownst to anyone, he was living in New Bern, North 
 Carolina, under the alias “Willie Tyler”. He fell ill in early December 1967 and died of natural causes on December 29. Federal agents made the connection of Monroe Hickson and Willie Tyler and traced him to New Bern. His remains were positively identified on January 30, 1968.


Boa
 aka Golovkin, Sergey
 (November 26, 1959 – August 2, 1996) was a Russian serial killer and a pederast. His victims were boys between the ages of 10 and 12. During a six-year period, 1986 – 1992, Golovkin murdered and butchered 11 boys in the Moscow area. Officials believe there were more victims, but he was only charged with 11.

As Golovkin raped and murdered the 11 boys, he sodomized them while he mutilated them, cutting their genitals, slitting open their abdomens, and slitting their throats. Golovkin was convicted of the murders and sentenced to death. On August 2, 1996, Sergey Golovkin was executed by shooting. Purportedly, he was the last person to be executed in Russia.


Bodenfelde Black Widows
 aka Lydia L
 . (b. 1939) and Siegmund S.
 were a pair of serial killers in Germany who murdered at least four elderly men. Their modus operandi was to invite the elderly man to live with them and they would take care of them. Instead, Lydia and Siegmund murdered them after they named one or the other as the beneficiary of their life insurance or after they stole whatever they could of any value.

For reasons unknown, Siegmund went to the police and told of the murders and confessed to her part in them. Lydia was arrested. She was charged with four murders and convicted. She was sentenced to life and is serving her sentence at the women’s prison in Vechta, Germany. Siegmund was sentenced to 12 years for his part in the murders and served his time at the prison in Rosdorf, Germany
 .


Bodies in the Barrels Murders
 were murders committed in Adelaide, South Australia by Bunting, John Justin
 (b. September 4, 1966) along with his accomplices Wagner, Robert Joe
 (b. November 28, 1971); Haydon, Mark Ray
 (b. December 4, 1958); Vlassakis, James
 Spyridon (b. December 24, 1979); Harvey, Elizabeth; Trevilyan, Thomas
 ; and Elliott, Jodi
 . The murders began in 1992 and ended in 1999.

John Bunting was born in Inala, Queensland, Australia. When he was young, his favorite pastime was burning insects in acid. He was a neo-Nazi during his teen years. As an adult, he developed a deep hatred of pedophiles and homosexuals.

Robert Joe Wagner met Bunting while they both lived on Waterloo Corner Road in Salisbury in 1991. Wagner also harbored a deep hatred for pedophiles. At his sentencing, he stated, “Pedophiles were doing terrible things to children. The authorities didn’t do anything about it. I decided to take action. I took that action. Thank you.”

Mark Ray Haydon was shy and withdrawn throughout his childhood. He said that his mother regularly abused him both mentally and physically. He met Bunting in 1989.

James Spyridon Vlassakis met Bunting when he was only 14 and looked up to Bunting as a father figure. It is believed that John Bunting groomed Vlassakis to commit the murders of at least four people, including his stepbrother and half-brother.

Elizabeth Harvey, James Vlassakis’ mother, was married to John Bunting. She knew about the murders and with Bunting’s encouragement, assisted in one murder. She died of cancer before she could be tried for her part in the murders and disposal of the bodies.

Thomas Trevilyan was known to have psychiatric problems. He shared a house with Barry Lane for about five months in 1997. He became a threat to the group by telling 
 others of the murders. In November 1997, he was murdered by Bunting and Wagner. His body was found hanging on November 5. His death was initially treated by police as a suicide.

Jodie Elliott was the sister of Mark Ray Haydon’s wife, Elizabeth. She was a woman of below-average intelligence who was enamored by John Bunting. She impersonated Suzanne Allen, after her murder, to collect Allen’s social security benefits.

All of the victims were chosen at John Bunting’s whim for real or imagined infractions to his code of ethics, which were based on flimsy or rumored evidence.

In August 1992, Bunting murdered Clinton Trezise, age 22. Bunting accused Trezise of being a pedophile and beat him to death with a shovel in his living room. His body was found on August 16, 1994, in a shallow grave in Lower Light, South Australia. Wagner and Barry Lane helped Bunting dispose of the body.

There were no known murders for three years. In December 1995, Bunting and Wagner murdered Ray Davies, a disabled man who lived in an RV behind Suzanne Allen’s house. Allen accused Davies of being a pedophile and making sexual advances to her grandsons. Davies’ RV was repainted and sold about two months later. Bunting claimed Davies’ welfare payments. Davies’ body was found later, buried in the backyard of the home where Bunting had lived on Waterloo Corner Road.

In August of 1997, Michael Gardiner was murdered by Bunting and Wagner. Gardiner was very open about his homosexuality. This got him murdered. Bunting acquired Gardiner’s identification and used it to gain access to Gardiner’s personal funds. His body was found in a barrel of acid located in a rented vault of a former bank building in Snowtown, South Australia, on May 20, 1999. One of his feet had been removed so the lid could be closed on the 
 drum. In the same barrel, the police also found the body of Barry Lane.

Barry Lane was last seen alive in October 1997. An open homosexual and cross-dresser, Lane had been in a sexual relationship with Robert Wagner (when Wagner was just 13 years old) from 1985 until 1996 and shared a house on Bingham Road, Salisbury, near the home of John Bunting. Bunting believed Lane was a pedophile. When Bunting learned that Lane was telling others about the murder of Clinton Trezise, he was murdered. Lane’s dismembered body was found in the rented vault at the former bank building.

Gavin Porter, age 31, was a friend of Vlassakis’ and moved into the house shared by Bunting and Vlassakis in 1998. He was also a heroin addict whom Bunting considered a “waste” and no longer deserved to live. Bunting was stuck by a used heroin syringe which Porter had left on the sofa. He was later murdered by Bunting and Wagner when they found him sleeping in his car. His body was also taken to Snowtown in a barrel.

Troy Youde was a half-brother to James Vlassakis. Vlassakis told Bunting that Youde had molested him when he was younger. In August 1998, Bunting, Wagner, and Vlassakis dragged him from his bed and murdered him. His body was stored in a barrel and later taken to the rental space at Snowtown.

Frederick Brooks was Jodie Elliot’s mentally disabled son and the nephew of Elizabeth Haydon. On September 17, 1998, he was murdered by Bunting, Wagner, and Vlassakis. His body was found by the police in the rented vault in Snowtown. The motive for this murder is not known.

Elizabeth Haydon, Mark Haydon’s wife, lived with him in a house at Blackham Crescent in Smithfield Plains, a northern suburb of Adelaide. Jodie Elliott, Elizabeth’s sister, lived in the rear of the house. Elizabeth was murdered by Bunting and Wagner while her husband was not at the house. 
 It is not known if Hayden was aware that Bunting planned to murder his wife, but he did help conceal it. It is also not known what the motive was for her murder. Her brother, Agrion Sinclair, reported Elizabeth missing. Inquiries into her disappearance (and a listening device installed by the police in Mark Haydon’s home) led police to the former bank building in Snowtown and to the discovery of the eight bodies stored there in barrels.

Bunting took an instant dislike to David Johnson, James Vlassakis’ stepbrother. Although he was not a homosexual, Bunting always referred to him as a “faggot” and said that he needed to die. Under the pretense of looking at a computer for sale, Vlassakis drove Johnson to Snowtown. After entering the former bank building, Wagner grabbed him by the throat and strangled him, but did not kill him. He was then handcuffed and forced to provide his bank account PIN. Leaving Bunting and Haydon with Johnson, Wagner, and Vlassakis drove to the bank and attempted to access Johnson’s account but were unsuccessful. When they returned to Snowtown, Johnson was dead. Bunting and Wagner dismembered the body, then fried and ate some of the flesh. This was the last known murder by the Snowtown Murderers.

Suzanne Allen’s remains were found buried in the backyard of the house where Bunting lived at Salisbury North. Her death was concealed by Bunting and the group continued to collect her pension, about $17,000. They claimed she had died of a heart attack. Murder charges were eventually dropped due to lack of evidence.

James Vlassakis pleaded guilty to four murders and received four life sentences on June 21, 2001.

Bunting, Wagner, and Haydon each pleaded not guilty to ten counts of murder. Later, many of the charges against Haydon were dropped due to insufficient evidence
 .

Mark Ray Haydon was convicted of assisting offenders in the murders and was sentenced to 25 years imprisonment with a non-parole period of 18 years.

On September 8, 2003, nearly a year after the trial began, John Bunting and Robert Wagner were found guilty. Bunting was convicted of 11 murders and received 11 life sentences. Wagner had pleaded guilty to three murders and was convicted of seven. He received ten consecutive life sentences.


Boetie Boer
 aka Wilken, Stewart
 (b. November 11, 1966) was a serial killer in the seaside city of Port Elizabeth, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa. Between 1990 and 1997, Wilken murdered at least ten people—female prostitutes and young boys. His victims included his daughter, Wuane, whom he said had been sexually abused by her stepfather and whom he claimed he had killed to send her soul to God; and Henry Bakers, age 12, the son of his second wife. He told the police he had sex with the boy’s decomposing corpse.

Stewart Wilken was arrested the day after he murdered Henry Bakers, but he was released when he provided authorities an alibi. His alibi proved to be false and he was re-arrested. Wilken was charged with ten murders and five counts of sodomy. On February 28, 1998, he was found guilty of seven counts of murder and two counts of sodomy and was sentenced to seven life sentences. The judge, Justice Chris Jansen, told Wilken he would have sentenced him to death if capital punishment had still been available.

Note: The death sentence in South Africa was abolished on June 6, 1995.


Bolin, Oscar Ray
 (January 22, 1962 – January 7, 2016) was a former carnival worker, a long-haul trucker, a wrecker driver, and a serial killer. On January 25, 1986, the body of 25-year-old Natalie Blanche Holley was discovered in 
 a Lutz orange grove in Hillsborough County, Florida. She was abducted after she left the restaurant where she worked, Church’s Chicken, in north Tampa. Her body was found the next day in the orange grove. She had been stabbed to death.

In November 1986, Bolin kidnapped 17-year-old Stephanie Collins from a suburban shopping center where she had stopped by the drugstore where she worked to see if she could pick up some extra hours over the holidays. Her abduction sparked a month-long search. Bolin took Stephanie to his travel trailer in north Tampa where he raped her, then bludgeoned and stabbed her to death. With very little evidence, there were no suspects.

On December 5, 1986, the clothed body of a woman was found wrapped in a sheet near the railroad tracks in a rural part of Pasco County, Florida. The victim and her clothing were wet even though there had been no rain in that part of Pasco County for several days. She had been beaten and stabbed in the neck and chest. Teri Lynn Matthews’s boyfriend became concerned when he had not heard from her, as was her custom when she got home from work. He checked with her parents, who also had heard nothing from her. The boyfriend drove toward Pasco looking for Teri or her red Honda. He passed the post office and there was her car in the parking lot. He saw several pieces of mail on the ground near her car. The body found near the railroad tracks was later identified as that of Teri Lynn Matthews and was the same woman as on a video surveillance tape at the Land O’ Lakes post office where she and her parents had a post office box. Semen found on Teri’s slacks was tested for DNA and eliminated Teri’s boyfriend as a suspect. The case went cold.

A break in one of the cases came in the form of a phone call from Ohio, made by the husband of a woman who had once been married to Oscar Ray Bolin. Authorities went to Ohio to hear the story first-hand. She told them that Oscar Ray Bolin had told her that his young half-brother, 
 Phillip (age 13 in 1986), helped him get rid of Teri Lynn Matthews’ body. Phillip Bolin confirmed the former Mrs. Bolin’s story. Oscar Ray Bolin was arrested at the Ohio prison where he was serving a 25 to 75-year sentence for kidnapping and raping a 20-year-old waitress in Ohio. This investigation resulted in Bolin also being charged with murder of 17-year-old Stephanie Collins and the murder of 25-year-old Natalie Blanche Holley.

Bolin finally went on trial in 1991 for the murder of Natalie Blanche Holley; he was convicted and sentenced to death. Later in 1991, Bolin again went on trial, this time for Stephanie Collins’ murder. In 1992, Bolin was convicted and sentenced to death for the murder of Teri Lynn Matthews. In all three trials, the convictions and sentences were reversed by Florida Supreme Court. In 1996, Bolin again went on trial for Teri Matthews’ murder. Again, he was convicted and sentenced to death. Again, the Florida Supreme Court reversed the conviction and death sentence. In 1999, Bolin was again tried for the murders of Stephanie Collins and Natalie Holley. In both cases, he was again convicted and sentenced to death. And again, the Florida Supreme Court set aside the convictions and sentences and ordered new trials.

On December 28, 2001, Bolin was convicted and sentenced to death in the case of Teri Matthews. The Florida Supreme Court affirmed his conviction and sentence of death on February 6, 2004. On November 11, 2005, Bolin was convicted and sentenced to life imprisonment in the case of Natalie Holley. On November 30, 2007, he was convicted and sentenced to life imprisonment in the case of Stephanie Collins.

Oscar Ray Bolin was executed by the State of Florida at the prison in Stark on Thursday, January 7, 2016.


Bolton, Daren Lee
 (September 9, 1966 – June 19, 1996) grew up in a dysfunctional family atmosphere that 
 was straight out of a nightmare. His unhappy and unstable parents were divorced and he was shunted back and forth between them. When he was with his mother, she forced him to stay up all night watching television with her, even though he had to go to school the next morning. If he drifted off to sleep, she would beat him. She almost killed him with a knife one night. When he was with his father, they drank alcohol and used drugs (marijuana and cocaine). His father referred to him as a loser and told him that he would never amount to anything. Bolton said that his father communicated best with his fists. When young Daren brought home a report card with two As, one B, one C, and one D, his father praised him for the As and Bs and then beat him for the C and D, beating his head through a plaster wall. Bolton dropped out of school in the 11th grade. By then, he had a string of assault charges. In one of his brushes with the law, he was examined by a court psychologist. The psychologist reported that Bolton was suicidal, and quoted him as saying, “I haven’t succeeded in killing myself yet, but someday I will.”

In 1982, he kidnapped, raped, and murdered 7-year-old Cathy Fritz as she walked home from a friend’s house in Tucson. In 1994, DNA evidence from a pubic hair linked Bolton to Cathy’s death.

On June 27, 1986, Bolton kidnapped Zosha Lee Pickett, just 2-1/2 years old, from her bedroom in her parents’ house, took her to a nearby abandoned taxi, raped her, and stabbed her in the chest. She was left to bleed to death. Her body was discovered on July 1 by some boys playing in that area. Bolton’s fingerprints were found on the window at the Picketts’ home and on the abandoned taxi. In 1987, the prints were sent to all states that used a fingerprint-matching system. It was not until 1990 during a training session for Illinois State Police officers that Bolton’s prints were matched to those sent by the Tucson police. Bolton had assault convictions in Champaign, Illinois, in 1984 
 and 1985. At the time the prints were matched, Bolton was in prison in Arizona on unrelated charges for kidnapping, sexual abuse, and indecent exposure.

Bolton went on trial for Zosha’s murder in 1992. He was convicted on November 12, 1992, and sentenced to death on February 22, 1993. He was executed on June 19, 1996.


Bomar, Arthur Jerome
 (b. March 3, 1959) killed a man over a parking space in Nevada in 1978. He was arrested and convicted. He was paroled in 1990 and moved to Pennsylvania. Between 1991 and 1996, Bomar was arrested four times. Despite these four arrests, he was not returned to Nevada for violating his parole.

On June 20, 1996, Aimee Willard, a nationally recognized lacrosse player at both the Academy of Notre Dame de Namur in Villanova, Pennsylvania, and George Mason University, Virginia, was kidnapped, raped, and murdered on her way home after a night out with friends. Her car was found still running. Her unsolved murder was featured on the television program Unsolved Mysteries.
 Her killer would be found through DNA.

On January 1, 1998, in Tinicum Township, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, skeletal remains were found by a resident walking his dog near Beaver Run Road. Identification was made the following day using dental records. They were the remains of Maria Cabuenos, who had been missing for more than nine months. Maria was a native of the Philippines and had been missing since March 15 when she left home for her scheduled shift at Smith Kline Beecham in Norristown. Her car, a 1993 Honda Civic, was found on June 5 being driven by Arthur Bomar. He told several stories of how he came to be driving her car and he was considered a suspect in her disappearance.

In 1998, Arthur Jerome Bomar was convicted of Aimee Willard’s murder and given a sentence of death. In 2004, Governor Rendell signed an execution warrant for Bomar; 
 however, Pennsylvania has not executed anyone since 1999. As of this writing, Bomar is still an inmate in the State Correctional Institute-Greene near Waynesburg, Pennsylvania.


Bonin, William George
 (January 8, 1947 – February 23, 1996) one of the Freeway Killers
 , was twice paroled as a sex offender. Between May 28, 1979 and June 2, 1980, Bonin molested, raped, and murdered at least 14 teenage boys.

Bonin was born in Connecticut to a compulsive gambler and alcoholic who beat his sons and alcoholic wife. The boys were frequently left in the care of the child molester grandfather, were severely neglected, and frequently went without food.

Between 1953 and 1956, Bonin lived in an orphanage. After being arrested in 1957 for stealing license plates, he was sent to a juvenile detention center where he was sexually abused by older boys. When he was returned to his mother, he began molesting younger children. Bonin served in the US Air Force during the Vietnam War and earned a Good Conduct Medal. When he was discharged, he returned to live with his mother in Connecticut. By November, he was living in California.

Bonin sexually assaulted a boy on November 17, 1968. Between that date and early 1969, he assaulted four more boys between the ages of 12 and 18. He was charged with five counts of kidnapping and four counts of sexual assault in 1969. He pleaded guilty and was sentenced to Atascadero State Hospital to be treated. He was declared unamenable for further treatment and sent to prison. He was released in May 1974, after he was declared “no longer a danger to others.”

Within 16 months Bonin was arrested for raping a 14-year-old hitchhiker at gunpoint. He had also attempted to kidnap another teenager. He was sentenced to 1 to 15 
 years. In October 1978, Bonin was released. In early 1979, he was arrested for molesting another teenage boy. This parole violation meant that he would be sent back to prison to finish his sentence, but an administrative error resulted in him being released.

Bonin’s victims were young male hitchhikers, schoolboys, and sometimes male prostitutes, all between 12 and 19 years of age. When Bonin abducted a boy, he would overpower him, tie his hands behind him, sexually assault him, then strangle him with his own t-shirt. Some were stabbed or beaten to death. One was forced to drink hydrochloride acid. Two victims were killed with ice picks driven into their skull behind their ears. One victim died of shock. Most or all were murdered in Bonin’s Ford Econoline van and discarded along the freeways. Bonin had an accomplice in at least 13 of the murders. The accomplices were Gregory M. Miley, Vernon Butts, William “Billy” Pugh
 , and James Michael Munro
 .

Bonin and his accomplices were convicted of the following murders:

In 1979, they murdered Marcus Grabs, age 17, on August 5; Donald Hyden, age 15, on August 27; David Murillo, age 17, on September 9; and Dennis Frank Fox, age 17, on December 2, 1979. In 1980, they murdered Charles Miranda, age 15, and James McCabe, age 12, on February 3; Ronald Gaitlin, age 18, on March 14; Harry Todd Turner, age 15, on March 20; Glen Barker, age 14, on March 21; Russell Rugh, age 15, on March 22; Steven Wood, age 16, on April 10; Lawrence Sharp, age 18, on April 10; Darin Lee Kendrick, age 19, on April 29; and Steven Wells, age 18, on June 2.

Vernon Butts, who was with Bonin on at least nine of the murders, hanged himself in his cell with a towel on January 11, 1981.

Gregory Miley was convicted of Charles Miranda’s murder and sentenced to life in prison
 .

James Michael Munro was convicted of the murder of Steven Wells and sentenced to 15 years to life.

William “Billy” Pugh was present at Harry Turner’s murder. He was convicted of voluntary manslaughter and sentenced to six years.

Butts, Miley, and Munro agreed to testify against Bonin in exchange for being spared the death penalty. When Butts committed suicide, his recorded confession was not admissible.

On January 5, 1982, Bonin was convicted of ten of the murders which occurred in Los Angeles County. He was originally charged with the murders of Thomas Lundgren and Sean King, but he was cleared of these murders. He was sentenced to death. On August 26, 1983, Bonin was convicted of the four murders committed in Orange County. He was again sentenced to death.



Boozing Barber
 aka Jordan, Gilbert Paul
 (December 12, 1931 – July 7, 2006) was a serial killer in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, between 1965 and 1988. He used alcohol as his murder weapon.

Jordan has been linked to the deaths of eight to ten women. Jordan usually drank more than 50 ounces of vodka each day. Most of his victims were Native American women. He went into bars to find women, bought drinks for them or paid them for sex, and then encouraged them to drink more with him. When they passed out, he poured them full of liquor. The deaths were ruled alcohol poisoning. Some of the victims were alcoholics, so authorities more or less ignored these deaths
 .

In 1988, Jordan was tried for the manslaughter of Vanessa Lee Buckner on October 12, 1987. She was found naked on the floor of a hotel after drinking all night with Jordan. Jordan was tried before a judge, found guilty, and sentenced to 15 years, which was later reduced to nine years on appeal. He served only six years and was released on probation.

In 2002, he violated his probation when he was found drinking in the company of a woman while in the possession of alcohol. He was sentenced to 15 months in prison and three years’ probation with strict conditions.

Jordan was again arrested in Winnipeg on August 11, 2004, for violating his probation by binge drinking at a party at the York Hotel in Swift Current, Saskatchewan, with Barb Burkley on August 9. Fellow employees took Burkley to the hospital and she survived. Jordan was acquitted of these charges, but police issued a public warning about Gilbert Paul Jordan. He died of natural causes on July 7, 2006 in Victoria, B.C.


Borders, Donald Eugene
 (b. February 27, 1959) was a homeless man in Shelby, North Carolina. He had a long criminal history of breaking and entering, larceny, robbery, and assault. In 2003 he became a serial killer.

On August 23, 2003, Lottie Ledford, age 85, was found dead in her bed by a relative in a low-income neighborhood in Shelby. Due to her age, police did not suspect foul play, regardless of the fact that she had numerous bruises on her face and arms. The coroner ruled Lottie Ledford’s death the result of a heart attack. Her nephew, Bobby Fisher, believed that his aunt had been murdered. He said that it looked like someone had taken two fingers and pinched her nose and held a hand across her mouth. Additionally, her telephone line had been cut.

On September 20, the daughter and son-in-law of Margaret Tessneer, age 79, stopped by her house about 10:00 
 a.m. in the same Shelby neighborhood to bring her a biscuit from Hardee’s. They found her front door ajar and Mrs. Tessneer dead in her bed lying face up. She had bruises on her face, arms, and legs, and someone had pulled the phone line away from her house. The forensic pathologist noted the bruises and concluded that Mrs. Tessneer had been raped. He ruled her manner of death a homicide, but classified her death as “undetermined.”

On November 10, another woman, Lillian Mullinax, age 87, was found dead in her bed in the same part of town. She was covered with bruises, her door was left open, and her phone line had been cut. Again, the cause of death was ruled as “undetermined.”

Almost anyone with half a brain should be able to figure out that these three women who were found dead in their beds, covered with bruises, raped, with the telephone lines cut at all three houses, had been murdered by the same person.

In 2004 detectives became interested in Donald Eugene Borders, age 53. They asked for the public’s help in locating him. He was found in a homeless shelter in Charlotte, about 50 miles east of Shelby. They arrested him with a warrant unrelated to the murders of the three women. The deputy who arrested him allowed him to have a cigarette before taking him to jail. The deputy saved the cigarette butt and submitted it for DNA analysis. Finally in 2009, the DNA was matched to trace evidence from Margaret Tessneer’s underwear. No explanation was given as to why it took over five years to get this DNA match.

On December 28, 2009, Donald Eugene Borders was indicted for first-degree murder. Border’s trial began on January 5, 2013. He was found guilty by the jury after deliberating for three hours. On January 29, 2013, Borders was sentenced to life in prison without the possibility of parole. He is currently housed at the Scotland Correctional Institute in Laurinburg, North Carolina
 .


Boston Belfry Murderer
 aka Piper, Thomas W.
 (April 22, 1849 – May 26, 1876) was a Canadian-born church sexton of a Baptist church in Boston, Massachusetts. He was also the vicious murderer of four young women in the 1870s.

Bridget Landregan was walking in the snow on the night of December 5, 1873, in the Boston suburb of Dorchester. As she passed some bushes, Piper leaped out and beat her, and then strangled her to death. He was not able to perform any sex acts because he was frightened away by a couple out for a stroll. The couple gave a description of the killer to the police as a dark, bat-like creature wearing a black opera cloak. Piper did manage to attack another girl that same night. He raped her and beat her, but she survived and was able to give a description of her attacker, including the fact that he wore a long black cape, to the police.

Over the next two years, Piper would rape and murder three more young women before he was finally caught. Each of the three women were surprised by him, raped, beaten with a blunt ended weapon, and strangled to death. Mary Sullivan was murdered by a man fitting the same description as the man who attacked the girls the year before. Mary Tynan was beaten in her own bed but survived, yet was not able to identify her attacker.

At this point the police intensified their search and were instructed to stop and question any man seen wearing an opera cloak. At this time, most men stopped wearing their opera cloaks. The final murder was that of 5-year-old Mabel Hood Young in the summer of 1875. She was last seen with the sexton and was found dead in the church’s belfry. Her skull had been crushed with a wooden club.

Piper became the only suspect and was arrested for her murder. He confessed to the four killings and was sentenced to death. He was hanged on May 26, 1876, at Suffolk County Jail in front of a crowd of some 400 people
 .


Bouchana, Jose Lazaro
 (b. 1958) was responsible for the murders of at least three women in Mexico City. In mid-May 1998, a girl went to the police and told them that she had been held captive by Jose Bouchana and had managed to escape. She led the police to the house where she had been held and they noticed a most foul odor coming from the patio which was under construction at the time. They began digging and uncovered the bodies of three women. Bouchana was arrested on May 17. Police said that they would continue to dig up the area because three more women had been reported missing in the area in the past few months. It was reported by a Mexican radio station that police had found a videotape taken of women as they were being tortured.


Bounds, Dallen Forrest
 (August 9, 1971 – December 23, 1999) became a serial killer at the age of 28. During the six-month period from June 26 to December 23, 1999, he murdered at least four people.

On June 26, 1999, Bounds entered the Radio Shack in Greenville, South Carolina. Using flex ties, he bound Jonathan Lemuel Lara to a chair in the back room. He then stabbed Lara in the neck with a screwdriver. He had an accomplice in this robbery/murder—Casandra Laster.

On December 22, 1999, Bounds went into a small flower shop on a busy day and during the light of day. He murdered the clerk, Karen Moore Hayden, age 30, and left her face down in a pool of blood. Her body was found by a man bringing supplies from the main store in Greenville. The shop was dark. All of the lights had been turned off and a sign on the door said, “Sorry, we’re closed.” He had to use his key to enter and found the body in the back storage room. Karen’s throat had been slashed
 .

On December 23, 1999, Bounds murdered two more: Sandi Roberts Ott and her ex-husband Timothy Ott, at Timothy’s home in Easley.

After the murder, Bounds fled and took refuge in a home nearby, taking two women hostage. Shortly after, he shot himself in the head and authorities closed the book on four murders. In the state of Washington, officials suspect him of several other murders in their jurisdiction.


Bourne, Geordie
 (? – 1597) was a known thief and killer, along with members of his gang, in the area of England that bordered Scotland in the late 1500s. It was known that he was responsible for the deaths by his own hand of at least seven Englishmen. He and his gang were attacked by a patrol led by Robert Carey, 1st Earl of Monmouth Lord Warden of the Marches. Bourne’s uncle was killed and Bourne himself was beaten until he surrendered.

Bourne was found guilty of treason and sentenced to death, but many were concerned about retaliation by Scottish Middle March Warden Robert Ker of Cessford, who was a personal friend of Bourne. Bourne was given a 24-hour reprieve and several March soldiers were sent to Cessford to invite his intervention. Nothing was heard from Cessford and Bourne was hanged the following morning.


Boussemma
 aka Abdelali Amer
 (b. November 30, 1960) was a serial killer in Rabat, the capital city of Morocco. He served time in prison for the rape of an elderly woman and was released from prison in 2004. While in prison, he developed a hatred for society and upon his release, he began a reign of terror in the city. During the years of 2004-05, Abdelali Amer robbed and murdered 14 victims in the coastal cities of Rabat and Sale, and along the banks of the Bouregreg River. His victims were all beggars he found in deserted areas and they were all beaten to death with rocks. Abdelali Amer was arrested on August 9, 2005. On 
 November 28, 2005, he was sentenced to death and remains on death row in a prison in Kenitra, Morocco.


Bowles, Gary Ray
 (January 25, 1962 – August 22, 2019) aka I-95 Killer
 was a serial killer of gay men in Florida, Maryland, and Georgia during 1994. At one time, he was on the FBI’s “Ten Most Wanted” list and was featured on the television program America’s Most Wanted
 . The murders were attributed to his hatred of gays.

In 1994, in Jacksonville, Florida, Walter Jammell Hinton was murdered when the killer hit him in the head with a 40-pound stepping stone, as he slept in his bed. Bowles was the main suspect.

Also in 1994 in Daytona, Florida, police found the body of 59-year-old John Hardy Roberts on his living room floor. He had been brutally beaten, strangled, and a rag stuffed into his mouth. He had severe trauma to the head and one of his fingers was almost severed from his hand.

On April 14, 1994, 38-year-old David Jarman’s body was discovered. The decomposing remains were in the basement of his home in Silver Spring, Maryland. He had been badly beaten before having his mouth stuffed with a rag and then being strangled to death. According to a friend, Jarman was seen the night before his death at a gay bar in Washington D.C. with a man who matched Gary Bowles’ description. Jarman’s credit cards had been used and the signature on the receipt matched Bowles’ writing.

On May 5, 1994, the decomposing remains of 72-year-old Milton Bradley were discovered behind a shed at a golf course in Savannah, Georgia. Bradley had been savagely beaten before a rag was stuffed into his mouth and he was strangled to death. Bradley was a quiet and gentle man, well-known and well-liked, and a recognized World War II veteran. He had suffered a severe head injury during the war and later had to have a lobotomy. This caused a slight mental impairment and made him vulnerable to anyone 
 who wanted to take advantage of him. A palm print was found at the scene which later turned out to be from Gary Bowles. Bowles had been seen in the company of Bradley several times in the days before the murder.

On May 19, 1994, the body of 37-year-old Albert Morris was discovered in his trailer in Nassau County (north of Jacksonville), Florida. Like the others, he had been beaten about the head with a blunt object, he had a towel stuffed in his mouth, and he had been strangled. He had also been shot in the chest. Shortly after their meeting, Albert had invited Gary to stay at his trailer just outside of Hilliard. The night before his body was discovered, he and Gary were thrown out of a bar so they could continue their argument elsewhere. Evidently it led to his murder.

The FBI had been involved in the investigation and suspected that Bowles was also responsible for the murder of 47-year-old Alverson Carter Jr., whose body was found at his Atlanta, Georgia residence. The murder scene resembled the other murders, bearing Gary Bowles’ modus operandi. Forensic evidence linked Gary to this murder.

Gary Ray Bowles was charged with Walter Jammell Hinton’s murder and received a death sentence in 1996, which was overturned by the Florida Supreme Court. In 1999, he was again sentenced to death. He also received four life sentences. Gary Ray Bowles was executed by lethal injection at Florida State Prison in Starke, Florida, on August 22, 2019.


Boxcar Killer/Sidetrack
 aka Silveria Jr., Robert Joseph
 (b. March 3, 1959) used freight trains to carry him from one place to another and may have murdered as many as 34 while “riding the rails.” He has confessed to 28. He was a member of the Freight Train Riders of America (FTRA), a criminal underworld brotherhood that preys on fellow rail-riders. Their signature is a black bandana and silver ring of the FTRA. It has been estimated that the members of FTRA (
 primarily Silveria) have murdered as many as 100 people. Spokane Washington Police Officer Bob Grandinetti began documenting those killed along the railroad tracks and accumulated data from 800 murders most likely committed by members of FTRA. The victims have been beaten, stabbed, thrown from a moving train, and hacked to death with a machete, axe, or sharp buck knife. Silveria has been linked to murders in the states of Oregon, Utah, California, Arizona, Kansas, Florida, and Washington between 1981 and 1995.

Robert Silveria was a heroin addict and had a tattoo of the word “freedom” on his throat. He preyed mainly on helpless and homeless, and killed them for anything of value, including clothes, money, and especially Social Security cards, which he used for identification. He was finally connected to the FTRA, was featured on the TV show America’s Most Wanted,
 and was dubbed the Boxcar Killer
 by the media.

He was finally arrested on March 2, 1996. He is currently incarcerated in Wyoming Medium Correctional Institution in Torrington, Wyoming, where he is serving two life sentences.


Boyd, Lucious
 (b. March 22, 1959) is a convicted rapist and murderer. He is suspected of being a serial killer responsible for between five and ten additional murders during the years 1995 – 1999 in the state of Florida.

He was convicted of the December 5, 1998, stabbing death of Dawnia Dacosta, age 21. On June 21, 2002, Lucious Boyd was sentenced to death. He is currently at the Union Correctional Institution, Raiford, Florida.


Bra Murders
 aka Miller, Benjamin Franklin
 (b. 1930) was a Darien, Connecticut, post office clerk and street preacher whose own church had expelled him. He was known to spend a great deal of time preaching to African 
 Americans on the streets of Stamford. He was also a white serial killer who murdered at least five African American women. His method of murder was to strangle his victims with their bras.

The earliest known murder was on August 4, 1967, when the body of Rosell “Sissy” Rush, age 29, was found in a wooded area off the Merritt Parkway in Stamford. On May 3, 1968, the body of Donna Roberts, age 22, was found the day after her disappearance. Gloria Conn, age 21, disappeared on September 7, 1968 and her body was found the following day about 200 feet from where Donna Roberts had been found. There were no known killings for almost three years, then on July 10, 1971, the body of Gail Thompson was found. On August 22, the body of Alma Henry, age 34, was found. The victims had all been found or murdered with a quarter-mile radius.

Evidence collected led investigators to Benjamin Miller, who was arrested on March 17, 1972. Miller confessed to the murders, but later claimed he was sick at the time and would have confessed to anything. He was found not guilty by reason of insanity and the court committed him to the Commissioner of Mental Health of the State of Connecticut for a term of confinement not to exceed 25 years.


Bradford Murders
 aka Griffiths, Stephen Shaun
 (b. December 24, 1969) was born in Dewsbury, West Riding of Yorkshire, England. He has been convicted of three murders of “sex workers” in Bradford, West Yorkshire, England.

When Griffiths was 17 years old, he served a three-year sentence for an unprovoked knife attack on a supermarket manager. While imprisoned, Griffiths told psychiatrists that he saw himself committing murder and dreamed of becoming a serial killer. He was diagnosed as a “schizoid psychopath.” In 1992 he was given a two-year sentence for holding a knife to a girl’s throat
 .

On June 22, 2009, Susan Rushworth, age 43, disappeared; April 26, 2010, Shelley Armitage, age 31, disappeared; and on May 21, 2010, Suzanne Blamires, age 36, disappeared.

Human body parts were found in the River Aire in Shipley on May 25, 2010, which were identified as belonging to Suzanne Blamires. Other body parts found in the River Aire were identified as belonging to Shelley Armitage. Susan Rushworth’s remains have never been found.

Stephen Griffiths was arrested and on December 22, 2010, he was convicted of the three murders and sentenced to life with a “whole life” order (he will not ever be eligible for parole). He has attempted suicide several times.


Bradford, Andre
 (b. 1989) was a 19-year-old serial killer from Gray Ground in Manchester Parish, Jamaica. He has been charged with the rapes and murders of three women within a 20-month period during 2006 – 2008.

On December 15, 2006, the body of 30-year-old Bridgette Bryan of Three Chains District was found in some bushes. She had multiple stab wounds, she had been raped, and her throat was slashed. On October 12, 2007, the body of 60-year-old Vera Bradford, the wife of Andre’s uncle, was found in her home in Three Chains. She also had been stabbed and raped, and her throat was slashed. On May 31, 2008, the body of 41-year-old Patricia Clayton was also found in an open lot by local residents. She had been stabbed multiple times, raped, and her throat was slashed.

Bradford was arrested in June 2008 and went on trial in September 2008. On June 3, 2011, he pleaded guilty to three counts of manslaughter. He was sentenced to imprisonment for life for each count and the judge stipulated that he should serve a minimum of 25 years in prison before becoming eligible for parole
 .


Bradford, William Richard
 (1948 – March 10, 2008) aka Bill
 was a suspected serial killer who was charged and convicted of only two murders in 1984.

While out on bail awaiting his trial for rape, Bradford met Shari Miller at The Meet Market, a Los Angeles bar where she worked as a bar maid. He told Miller that he was a professional photographer and offered to help her build a modeling portfolio. He took her to a remote place in the desert north of Los Angeles. (This is the site of the alleged rape for which he was awaiting trial.) He photographed her in a variety of poses, and then he strangled her. He sliced off her tattoos and removed her blouse. He dumped her body in an alley off a parking lot. She had no identification and was labeled “Jane Doe #60”. Shortly afterward, Bradford convinced his 15-year-old neighbor, Tracey Campbell, that she could be a model. He took her to the same spot in the desert, where he photographed her and strangled her. He left her body there and covered her face with Shari Miller’s blouse.

Those investigating the two murders learned that Bradford was the last person to see Tracey alive. This and the fact that he was awaiting trial on the rape charge compelled authorities to obtain a search warrant. They found photos of Miller and Campbell in Bradford’s apartment. They also found photos of 54 other unidentified women.

They recognized the photo of Shari Miller, whose body they had at the morgue with the identifier of Jane Doe #60. Using a rock formation visible in one of the photos of Miller, police were able to locate the site in the desert and came upon Tracey Campbell’s decomposing body behind the rock formation.

William Richard Bradford went on trial in 1988 and acted as his own attorney. He offered no evidence or testimony to prove his innocence. Bradford said in his closing statement, “Think of how many you don’t even know about.” He was convicted of both murders and sentenced to death. Bradford 
 died of cancer at Vacaville Prison medical facility on March 10, 2008.

Police are convinced that the photos of the other “models” found at Bradford’s apartment may be more victims. One of the women has been identified. She was Donnalee Campbell Duhamel, who had met Bradford in The Frigate a few days before her decapitated corpse was found in a canyon in Malibu in 1978. Another has been identified as the sister of actress Eva LaRue. Both have talked with authorities in the Sheriff’s Department and were able to give some additional information. The vast majority have not been identified. Since Bradford also spent time in Michigan, Florida, Texas, Oregon, Illinois, Kansas, and Louisiana, police in those states should be aware of these photos to help in identifying missing women in their areas.


Brandt, Carl “Charlie”
 (February 23, 1957 – September 13, 2004) was a murderer and may have been a serial killer. Brandt was a native of Indiana, but had lived in the Florida Keys for a long time. On September 2, 2004, in an effort to avoid Hurricane Ivan which had reached a level 5 when it passed through the Cayman Islands and Western Cuba, Charlie and his wife, Teresa, left their home on Big Pine Key to move in with their niece, Michelle Jones, who had invited them to stay at her residence in Altamonte Springs, Florida.

One of Michelle’s friends, Lisa Emmons, was scheduled to visit with her on September 13, but was discouraged from visiting by Michelle who told her that the Brandts had an argument after drinking and the atmosphere did not lend itself to a visit. After that night, Michelle did not answer her telephone, and her friends became very concerned. Debbie Knight, one of her close friends, went to Michelle’s house on September 15 to check on her. The front door was locked, so Debbie thought she would try to enter the house through the garage. It was there that she found the 
 body of Charlie Brandt, in a state of decomposition due to sweltering temperatures, hanging from the rafters. His death was ruled a suicide. Knight contacted the police who came to investigate. Upon entering the house, they found the body of Teri Brandt on the couch. She had been stabbed seven times in the chest. Michelle Jones’s body was found in her bed. She had been decapitated and disemboweled, with her heart and organs removed. Her head lay next to her body. Knives from Michelle’s kitchen had been the murder weapons.

During the investigation it came to light that Brandt had shot his parents in 1971 when he was only 13. He shot his father while he was shaving and shot his mother several times while she was taking a bath. His mother was eight months pregnant at the time of her murder. His father survived, but his mother died at the scene. He tried to shoot his 15-year-old sister, Angela, but the gun would not fire. Angela managed to calm Charlie down, then she fled the house and went to a neighbors’ house. Charlie was identified by his father as the attacker. He was ordered to undergo three separate psychiatric tests, but nothing was determined. He seemed to have had a good relationship with his parents and none of the psychiatrists could determine any psychological reason for the shooting. They said they could find no psychosis nor any distorted thinking that could be a reason for this crime. Charlie spent a year at a psychiatric hospital and was never criminally charged for the attacks on his father and mother.

Investigators working on cold cases throughout Florida linked Brandt to unsolved murders that bore striking similarities to the death of Michelle Jones. The murders included decapitations and the removal of hearts. A string of 26 murders were linked to Brandt starting in 1973, the year Brandt moved to Florida. Some of the cases have been positively ascribed to Brandt. One in particular was the murder of Sherry Perisho in 1989. Her partially clad 
 body was found on July 16 near the North Pine Channel Bridge at Big Pine Key. Perisho was homeless and lived on a dinghy. Her throat had been slashed and her head nearly decapitated. Her body was extensively mutilated and her heart removed. She was found less than 1,000 feet from where Brandt lived and Brandt matched a composite sketch of a man seen crossing US Route 1 near where the body of Perisho was discovered. The case was officially closed on May 6, 2006.


Braun, Thomas Eugene
 (b. 1949) and Maine, Leonard
 (b. 1949) were teenage serial killers who murdered at least three people in 1967.

Born in 1949 to a poor rural couple, Braun lost his mother in early childhood to a botched illegal abortion. His father was an alcoholic who regularly locked the boy and his younger sister in a truck while he made his rounds of the local taverns. They were often beaten. Tiring of this kind of life, on August 17, 1967, Braun left his job as a gas station attendant, picked up his slow-witted friend, Leonard Maine, and headed out of town. He had no destination in mind.

On August 18, the two men stopped at a rooming house in Seattle, asked about lodgings, and then pulled their guns on the landlady. When she began to scream, they fled in panic. The next afternoon, just outside of Redmond, they forced 22-year-old Deanna Buse to pull over by pretending there was something wrong with a tire on her car. They forced Deanna into their vehicle at gunpoint and Braun drove to Echo Lake. Maine followed in Buse’s car. Braun took his captive into the woods, forced her to strip, and then shot her five times. He did take the time to molest her. They dumped their old car in Seattle and kept Deanna’s car. The killers drove south into Oregon.

On August 21, they stopped to change a flat tire. Samuel Ledgerwood saw them and stopped to offer his help. He was rewarded with two shots in the head. They left his body 
 on the side of the road, torched Buse’s car, and took off in Ledgerwood’s car, heading for California.

On August 23, Braun and Maine picked up two hitchhikers, Timothy Luce and Susan Bartolomei. They raped Susan several times before they shot both and left them for dead. Susan survived, although she was crippled for life, and described her attackers to the police who launched a massive search. On August 27, Ledgerwood’s car was found in the parking lot of a motel. “Mike and John Ford” were registered in rooms 19 and 26. They surrendered without any resistance and were sent back to Washington for trial.

Thomas Eugene Braun was sentenced to death. Leonard Maine received a life sentence. Braun’s death sentence was commuted to life without parole. They are both incarcerated in California.


Brazel, Gregory John
 (b. November 17, 1954) was born in Blacktown, New South Wales, Australia. He enlisted in the Australian Army and posted to the Australian Army Medical Training School in September 1974. During a training exercise in Healesville in 1976, he took five privates hostage. Shots were fired and Brazel was persuaded to release his hostages. He was dishonorably discharged and subsequently became a serial killer who murdered his first victim in 1982.

On September 20, 1982, Mildred Teresa Hanmer was shot in the chest during an armed robbery of her hardware and gift store in Mordialloc. She died later at the hospital. Her murder was not solved until August 18, 2000, when Brazel confessed to killing her.

Sharon Taylor was murdered by Brazel on May 28, 1990 while he was on early release from prison for the November 1987 armed robbery sentence of six years. Her body was found in a shallow grave on September 22, 1990
 .

Roslyn Hayward was murdered by Brazel at Sorrento. Her body was found on October 1, 1990.

Brazel has not been a good inmate. He has regularly offended and is manipulative and violent. He took a staff member hostage after learning he was being transferred from HN Melbourne Assessment Prison to HM Prison Barwon. In 2003, he persuaded an elderly woman to deposit over $30,000 AUD (approx. $22,000 US) into a telephone betting account for his own personal use. In 2006, in an out-of-court settlement, he was awarded $12,000 AUD (approx. $8,800 US) after suffering a violent attack in May 2001, in a privately operated correctional center.

Between June 1983 and March 22, 2005, Brazel was convicted of more than 35 offences in 15 appearances in court on charges ranging from contempt of court to three murders and sentenced to a total of 59 years. His last sentence was for murder and he was given a sentence of life in prison.


Brazilian Serial Killer
 was an unnamed 17-year-old female
 who claims to have murdered 30 men over a period of three years. Her name has not been released due to her age. She was taken into custody as the result of a street fight on July 6, 2009, in Rio Prieto. She confessed to the murders because “I promised I would do so before becoming 18—to avoid upsetting my family.” She also cannot be tried as an adult in Brazil. All of her victims died of stab wounds. Her reason for killing was “for money, revenge, and to bring justice.” Police have been checking her admission of the killings and the details of at least 11 cases in Aparecida Do Taboado (Mato Crosso Do Sul State). She claims she butchered one man for throwing a glass of brandy in her face in a bar fight and says that she always killed with a knife because “I don’t have enough courage to hold a gun—but I can hold a knife.” She was transferred to the 
 Aparecida Do Taboado juvenile hall, her city of residency. There has been no information released since 2011.


Brazilian Tourist Murders
 were committed by a Brazilian man named Matias, Jose Vicente
 (b. September 24, 1966) aka Corumba.
 He is responsible for at least six murders of women between 1999 and 2005.

In September 1999, Natalia Canhas Carneiro, age 16, was murdered in Tres Marias. Matias raped her and stoned her to death.

In June 2000, Simone Pinho, age 25, was murdered in Lencois (Bahia). She was also raped and stoned to death.

In January 2004, Lidiayne Vieira de Melo, age 16, was stabbed to death and beheaded in Goiania.

Katria Ratikov, age 29, a Russian nationalized Israel tourist disappeared in December 2004 in Pirinopolis. She was sexually assaulted and stoned to death.

Marianne Kern, age 39, was from Germany but had lived in Brazil for 10 years. Her body was found half buried in Barreirinhas (Maranhao) in March 2005. Her head showed signs of having been beaten with a blunt object.

Collada Nuria Fernandez, age 27, was a Spanish tourist. A boatman took Fernandez and Matias to a secluded beach, but only Matias returned on the boat. The boatman was suspicious of this and called the police who were looking for Matias in connection with the death of Marianne Kern. Fernandez’s body was found naked and semi-buried in sand on the beach near Alcantara.

Matias was identified by a Brazilian woman who had a relationship with him.

Jose Vicente Matias was convicted of the six murders and was sentenced to 23 years in prison on June 2, 2008.


Breeden, Gregory
 (1947 – May 18, 2014) is believed by investigators to have killed at least eight women between 1982 and 1994 in the Kansas City, Missouri area. 
 He was never tried for these murders. All of the women were prostitutes, all had ties to drugs, and all were found in the river, some without their legs. Several torsos and other surgically removed body parts turned up in area rivers. This led to the idea that either Breeden murdered more than six or there was another serial killer or killers in the area.

Breeden was charged in the death of Viola McCoy, but the case was dropped in 1999 at the request of a special prosecutor who said that a key witness would no longer cooperate. Breeden always denied any involvement in the killings. Kansas City police will neither confirm nor deny that he is still a suspect in the deaths of Viola McCoy, Annette Parker, Melody Milliner, Linda Dennis, Kimberly Rash, Rhonda Dennis, and Beverlie Tracy. All of the cases remain open. On May 21, 2014, Breeden was found dead of natural causes in the motel where he lived.


Bremerhaven Serial Killer
 aka Däter, Olaf
 (b. September 25, 1969) was a gerontological nurse and a serial killer in Bremerhaven, Germany. In June 2001, Däter murdered five older women, who had been his patients, by strangulation in their apartments, all within a period of 10 days. He attempted to murder a sixth woman, but she survived and was able to contact the police. Däter was sentenced to life in prison.


Brick Killer
 aka Amir Qayyum
 (b. 1981) was born in Lahore, Pakistan. At a young age, his father abandoned the family and Amir Qayyum went to live with his uncle, Dr. Shahid. He showed violent tendencies as a young child and was expelled from school.

On September 25, 2003, Dr. Shahid and a friend were murdered. On February 28, 2004, Hafiz Abid, a suspect in the murder of Dr. Shahid, was arrested. On the way to jail in a police van, he grabbed a gun from a policeman who was napping and shot himself, committing suicide
 .

The murder of his uncle caused Amir Qayyum to want revenge. Between June and July 2005, he murdered 14 homeless men with bricks or stones. On July 18, 2005, he was arrested soon after murdering another homeless man. He was found guilty and sentenced to death on May 10, 2006.


Brick Moron
 aka Nixon, Robert
 (1919 – June 16, 1939) was born in the town of Tallulah, Louisiana. He murdered five women using a brick, his weapon of choice, in Chicago in 1936 and 1938, and Los Angeles in 1937.

Rose Valdez was murdered in her bedroom while her baby slept in the crib in the same room on March 2, 1937.

Edna A. Worden and her junior high school daughter were killed in their Bunker Hill apartment in Los Angeles in April 1937. The manager of the apartments discovered their bodies on April 4, 1937. They had both been sexually assaulted and murdered with a brick.

Based on several similar assaults, police were searching for an African American who used a brick to assault Mrs. H. W. Koll on January 25, 1937, at Monte Sano Hospital; Elizabeth Reis at a hotel on February 3; and Zoe Damrell who was murdered in her home on March 28. The man who assaulted Zoe Damrell matched the description of a black man seen loitering nearby Rose Valdez’s home before she was assaulted.

Nixon was arrested in Chicago on May 28, 1938 after killing his fifth victim. Florence Johnson, wife of a Chicago fireman, was murdered by multiple blows on the head with a brick-wielding assailant. After his arrest, he confessed to the murder of Florence Thompson Castle in her hotel room in the Devonshire Hotel in 1936 and the murder of Anna Kuchta, a nursing student, in 1937. He confessed to the murders and was sentenced to death for the murder of Florence Castle. He was electrocuted in the Cook County Jail, in Illinois, on June 15, 1939
 .


Bricktop
 aka Jackson, Mary Jane
 (b. 1836) was a prostitute in New Orleans, Louisiana, in the 1850s. She stabbed to death four male acquaintances, including her own husband, during arguments. She was convicted of the murders and sentenced to 10 years on one count, but was reprieved nine months later by the new governor.


Briggen, Joseph
 (c. 1850 – 1903) was a serial killer in northern California. He was raised on a farm and since farming was all he knew, he farmed when he was grown. He worked hard but was rewarded with very poor crops, although he did have prize-winning Berkshire hogs. His hogs brought top dollar and he was pestered for his secret to raising such hogs. He would only say that his stock received the best care and the best feed available. He dared not reveal his secret feed.

No one knows when this started but Briggen made many trips to San Francisco looking for the homeless and transients. He would hire these men, promising room and board. Sometimes, the men stayed for weeks, but others lasted only a few days. When they became suspicious or wanted cash in addition to their room and board, Briggen killed them, chopped them up, and fed them to his hogs. Briggen sincerely believed that this “special” feed was responsible for his prize-winning hogs.

In early 1902, Briggen hired Steven Korad. Korad, in checking his room that night, found two severed fingers on the floor behind his bed. He left immediately and notified authorities. In excavating the ranch, they unearthed enough bones to account for at least 12 or 13 victims. They also found a human skull and other bones inside the hog sty.

Briggen was arrested, tried, convicted, and sentenced to life imprisonment. He died at San Quentin Prison in 1903
 .


Bright, Larry
 (b. July 8, 1966) was a serial killer in Peoria, Illinois. He went on a 15-month killing spree in 2003-04. He was different from most serial killers—he was white and all of his victims were African American. Most serial killers stay within their race.

Bright was arrested shortly after the murder of 40-year-old Linda Kay Neal on September 24, 2004. He was indicted on seven counts of first-degree murder and one count of drug-induced homicide. The women’s bodies were burned and dumped along deserted Illinois roads. It is believed that he strangled most of them. He incinerated at least four of the bodies in a pit behind his home, where he lived with his mother. The neighbors had nick-named him “Digger” for all the time he spent with a shovel in his mother’s backyard where, unbeknownst to them, he was burying his victims’ bodies. He liked to watch the news with his mother nearly every day, even though he became nervous when they reported on one of his murders.

Under a plea agreement with prosecutors, who sought the death penalty, Bright waived all appeal rights, pleaded guilty, and was sentenced to life times eight with no possibility of parole. He is presently serving his time at Pontiac Correctional Center in Pontiac, Illinois.


Briley Brothers
 namely Briley, Anthony Ray
 (b. February 17, 1958), Briley Jr., James
 (June 12, 1956 – April 18, 1985), Briley, Linwood
 (March 26, 1954 – October 12, 1984), and Meekins, Duncan
 (c. 1956) were serial killers who terrorized the city of Richmond, Virginia, and surrounding areas in 1979 during their seven-month random killing spree.

On March 12, 1979, Linwood knocked on the door of William and Virginia Bucher’s house, telling them that he had car trouble and needed to use their phone. Upon entering, he held the couple at gun point and waved his brother Anthony inside. They proceeded to tie up the couple 
 and rob the house, dousing each room with kerosene after they had cleaned it of valuables. They took a television, CB radio, and jewelry. As they left, one of them tossed a lit match onto the fuel.

They were gone by the time the Buchers freed themselves and escaped from the house just before it was engulfed in flames. They would be the only survivors of the Briley Brothers’ killing spree.

On March 21, Michael McDuffie was at his home when the Brothers
 broke in and McDuffie was first assaulted and then shot dead. The Brothers
 carried out all of his valuables as they left.

On April 9, 76-year-old Mary Gowen was followed home by the Brothers
 . They then raped and murdered her, and took many of her valuables with them.

The Brothers
 evidently were idle for almost three months. On July 4, the Brothers
 saw 17-year-old Christopher Philips hanging around their vehicle. Thinking that he might be considering stealing it, they surrounded him, dragged him into a backyard, and wrestled him to the ground. Linwood murdered him by dropping a cinderblock on his head when Philips screamed for help.

On September 14, a local disc jockey, John Gallaher known as Johnny G
 , was performing with his band at a local nightclub in South Richmond. He stepped outside during a break and was confronted by the Brothers
 who were lying in wait. Linwood assaulted him and then put him into the trunk of Gallaher’s Lincoln Continental. They drove him out to Mayo Island in the James River, where he was taken out of the trunk and shot at point blank range, killing him instantly. They then dumped his body into the river after taking all his valuables. His body was found two days later.

On September 30, Mary Wilfong, a 62-year-old private nurse, was followed home by the Brothers.
 They surrounded her just outside her front door and Linwood beat her to death 
 with a baseball bat. They then went into the apartment and took whatever valuables they could find.

On October 5, 79-year-old Blanche Page and a boarder, 59-year-old Charles Garner, were brutally murdered in Blanche’s home by the Brothers
 . Blanche had been bludgeoned to death. Garner was murdered using a variety of weapons—baseball bat, five knives, a pair of scissors, and a fork. The scissors and fork were left in Garner’s back. The Brothers
 then stole many valuables.

On October 19, the Brothers
 murdered a long-time neighborhood friend, Harvey Wilkerson, and his family. Harvey saw the Brothers
 out on the street and, feeling uneasy, took his wife Judy and her 5-year-old son, Harvey, into the house, and closed and locked the door.

The Brothers
 had seen this and they walked over and rapped on Wilkerson’s front door. Fearing reprisal if he ignored their knock, Wilkerson admitted them. Both adults were overpowered, bound, and gagged with duct tape. Linwood then raped Judy, who was five months pregnant, in the kitchen. Gang member Duncan Meekins then raped her. Linwood dragged Judy back into the living room and searched briefly for valuables. He left the house. The three gang members still in the house covered their victims with sheets. J.B. (James) Briley told Meekins, “You’ve got to get one.” Meekins took a pistol and murdered Harvey Wilkerson with a shot to the head. J.B. then shot Judy and her son. The police were on patrol in the general vicinity and heard the shots, and saw the gang members running down the street, but could find nothing to indicate that a crime had been committed. The bodies were not discovered for three days. The Briley Brothers
 and Duncan Meekins were arrested soon afterwards.

During questioning by the police, Duncan Meekins was offered a plea agreement in return for turning state’s evidence against the three Brileys. He took the offer and gave a full detail of the crime spree. He escaped the death 
 penalty and was sent to a Virginia Prison, away from any of the Brileys, to serve his life sentence plus 80 years.

Anthony Briley, the youngest Briley brother, was given a single life sentence with parole eligibility due to his limited involvement in the killings.

Due to Virginia’s “triggerman statute” (a death sentence applies only if the person physically committed the actual murder), both J.B. and Linwood Briley received numerous life sentences for the murders committed during the killing spree. Linwood was sentenced to death for the abduction and murder of John Gallaher. He was sent to Mecklenburg Correctional Center near Boydton in early 1980. He was executed in the electric chair on October 12, 1984, at Virginia State Penitentiary in Richmond.

J.B. received two death sentences, one for the murder of Judy Barton and one for the murder of her son, Harvey Barton. He was sent to Mecklenburg Correctional Center near Boydton in early 1980. He was executed in the electric chair on April 18, 1985, at Virginia State Penitentiary.

While at Mecklenburg, the Brothers
 were disruptive inmates who threatened both fellow inmates and officers. Under their leadership, both drug and weapon trades flourished in the prison. On May 31, 1984, Linwood and J.B. Briley were the ringleaders of a six-inmate escape from Virginia’s death row at Mecklenburg. The inmates took over the death row unit. Both J.B. and Linwood wanted to kill the officers they had taken hostage. They even doused the officers with lighter fluid and were going to toss a lit match at them when Willie Lloyd Turner, another death row inmate, stepped in J.B.’s way and forbade him to light it. Linwood wanted to rape the female nurse taken hostage, but cop killer Wilbert Lee Evans prevented him for doing so. The plan was for the escapees to make their way to Canada. The Brileys split from the other escapees at Philadelphia and went to live with their uncle north of the city. The others were captured at gunpoint in Vermont by the Vermont State 
 Troopers. Linwood and J.B. were captured on June 19 by a heavily armed group of FBI agents and local police.

Anthony Briley is currently incarcerated at Powhatan Correctional Center in Virginia.

Duncan Meekins is not listed as an inmate in any Virginia prison.


Brinvilliers, Marie de
 (July 22, 1630 – July 17, 1676) aka Marie Madeleine d’Aubrey
 conspired with her lover, army captain Godin de Sainte-Croix, in 1666 to poison her father and two brothers so she could inherit their estates. In an attempt to perfect her method of murder, she poisoned 50 hospital patients between 1665 and 1673. Captain Godin de Sainte-Croix died of natural causes in 1672. After poisoning her father and brothers, Marie fled France in 1675. She was arrested in Liege, Belgium, and returned to France for trial. She was forced to confess and was sentenced to death. On July 17, 1676, before her sentence was carried out, she was forced to drink 16 pints of water (called the water cure). She was then beheaded and burned at the stake.


Brisbon, Henry
 (b. January 12, 1956) was a serial killer from Illinois. On the night of June 3, 1973, Brisbon and his three unidentified accomplices stopped a vehicle traveling on Highway 57 in Cook County, Illinois. The vehicle was being driven by James Schmidt, a Chicago businessman, and his passenger was Dorothy Cerny, his fiancée. They were dragged out of the vehicle and forced to lie down on shoulder of the road. Brisbon, identified by his accomplices as the triggerman, shot them both at close-range with a shotgun. Brisbon was convicted on the double murder charge and received a sentence of 1,000 to 3,000 years. (He could have been paroled after serving just 11 years.)

Evidently, he was not willing to serve his sentence. On October 19, 1978, at Stateville Penitentiary, he murdered inmate Ronald Morgan with a sharpened soup ladle. Before 
 he was brought to trial on the murder charge, he was involved in a riot at the prison in 1979 and was transferred to Menard Penitentiary. He was finally brought to trial on January 22, 1982 and in February was sentenced to death. On leaving the courtroom, Brisbon told the guards, “You’ll never get me. I’ll kill again. Then you’ll have another long trial, and then I’ll do it again.”

Brisbon did try it again on February 15, 1983. After slipping out of handcuffs and breaking away from a guard on death row, he used a piece of sharpened heavy-gauge wire to stab killers William Jones and John Wayne Gacy. Neither was seriously injured.

Illinois Governor George Ryan declared a moratorium on executions in January 2000. Brisbon is serving his sentence at Pontiac Correctional Center in Pontiac, Illinois.


Britain’s Own Hannibal
 aka Maudsley, Robert
 (b. June 26, 1953) was a serial killer in Great Britain who murdered a man in 1974 and three others while confined to prisons.

In 1974, Maudsley was picked up by a man for sex, after which the man showed Maudsley photographs of some of the children he had sexually abused. Maudsley garroted the man. He was sentenced to life in prison.

In 1977 Maudsley, along with another inmate, took a convicted pedophile hostage, locked themselves in a cell, and tortured the inmate to death. He was convicted of manslaughter and sent to Wakefield Prison.

On an afternoon in 1978, Maudsley invited Salney Darwood, a sex offender, into his cell. Maudsley garroted and stabbed him to death, then hid his body under the bed. Maudsley invited other inmates into his cell, but all refused, so he went on the prowl and cornered Bill Roberts. He stabbed and hacked at the man’s skull with a make-shift dagger and smashed Roberts’ head into the wall. Maudsley then calmly walked into the prison officer’s room, placed 
 the dagger on the table, and told the officer that the next roll call would be two men short.

Maudsley was deemed too dangerous for a regular cell, so a special two-cell unit was built in the basement for his confinement. It is a two-room unit “glass cage,” which bears an uncanny resemblance to the one housing Hannibal Lecter in the film The Silence of the Lambs.
 Maudsley’s “new home” was built eight years before the film was released. The only furnishings are a table and chair, both made of compressed cardboard. The lavatory and sink are both bolted to the floor and his bed is a slab of concrete. He is in his cell for 23 hours per day and is allowed one hour of exercise. He is escorted to and from the yard by six prison officers. He is allowed no contact with any other inmates.


Britland, Mary Ann
 (1847 – August 9, 1886) was born Mary Ann Hague in Bolton, Lancashire, England. She was married to Thomas Britland in 1866 and lived in Ashton-under-Lyne. They were the parents of two daughters. Mary Ann worked two jobs—she was a factory worker by day and a bar maid by night.

In February 1886, she went to the nearby chemist to buy something to “eliminate the infestation of mice” in her home. The chemist gave her some packets of Harrison’s Vermin Killer, which contained strychnine and arsenic. She was required to sign the poison register.

In March 1886, Mary Ann’s eldest daughter, 19-year-old Elizabeth Hannah, died. A doctor was called to attend to her, but she passed away and her death was attributed to natural causes. Mary Ann claimed £10 on Elizabeth’s life insurance policy.

On May 3, 1886, Mary Ann’s husband, Thomas, age 44, died quite suddenly. His death was diagnosed as epilepsy. Mary Ann claimed his insurance.

Unbeknownst to Thomas Britland, Mary Ann had been having an affair with their neighbor, Thomas Dixon, and 
 after her husband’s death, she was invited to stay at the Dixons’ house by Dixon’s 29-year-old wife, Mary. On May 14, Mary Dixon died. How unfortunate that three people close to Mary Ann died in such a short a period of time.

But the police had begun to notice. The three deaths were nearly identical and with unusual symptoms. Mary Ann was finally interviewed by the police. Mary Dixon’s body was examined by a pathologist and found to contain a lethal dose of two poisons. Mary Ann was arrested along with Thomas Dixon.

Mary Ann confessed that she had murdered her daughter because she thought Elizabeth suspected her of the affair and that she wanted to marry Thomas Dixon. She then killed her husband and Mary Dixon. Mary Ann was charged with the three murders. The trial lasted two days and with overwhelming evidence she was found guilty and sentenced to the gallows. On the morning of her execution in 1886, she had to be heavily assisted to the gallows and held up on the trapdoors by two male warders. She was the first woman to be executed at Strangeways Prison in Manchester, England.


Britt, Eugene Victor
 (b. November 4, 1957) aka Gary Serial Killer
 was a homeless man from Portage, Indiana. Britt claims that he was abused by his father and that his father also abused his mother. He left home and school when he was 14 to escape the abuse.

In 1978, Britt abducted a high school student as she was walking home from school. He took her to a remote area and raped her. He took a gold ring with distinctive markings from her finger. The girl reported the rape to the police, but no suspect was found. Two weeks later, the girl was sitting in a car at a gas station when she saw her ring. It was on the gas station attendant—Eugene Britt. Britt was quickly arrested and convicted. He was sentenced to 30 years. He was released in 1993, after serving only half of his 30-year sentence
 .

He soon found work as a janitor in an apartment complex and later worked at a Hardee’s, in Portage, on the Indiana Toll Road. He rode his bicycle to and from work. On August 22, about 11 a.m. Britt was sent home from Hardee’s for “horseplay.” He hung around the parking lot, still in his blue and green polyester uniform, until the security officer ordered him to leave the area. Shortly afterwards, an 8-year-old girl, Sarah Lynn Paulsen, disappeared in Portage. Within the hour, someone called the police to report their finding of a girl’s body in heavy brush a few miles from the Hardee’s restaurant. It was Sarah; she had been raped and strangled. Witnesses told of seeing a man in a blue and green uniform riding a bicycle in the area. Sarah’s clothes had tiny blue and green polyester fibers on them. The same blue and green fibers were found under her fingernails.

Britt was arrested on November 3, 1995, and he confessed to murdering Sarah. He also confessed to murdering nine others—one young girl, seven women, and one man—in the Gary/Portage area. Britt gave authorities accurate descriptions of his victims, their clothing, and the places where each had been murdered.

By December 2, seven of the nine bodies had been found. Authorities were able to identify six: Michelle Burns, age 27; Cleaster McNeil, age 29; Betty Askew, age 51; Deborah McHenry, age 41; Nekita Moore, age 14; and Sarah Harrington, age 34.

On December 3, members of an Indiana National Guard search team found a human skeleton just before 10 a.m. and it was thought to be another victim of serial killer Eugene Britt. Authorities stated that it looked like the body had been there about seven months, which was right in the same time period as Britt’s rapes and murders.

On May 23, 1996, Eugene Britt was convicted of Sarah Lynn Paulsen’s murder. He was sentenced to life imprisonment
 .

On November 3, 2006, Eugene Britt was convicted of three more murders and sentenced to 50 years on each count. He was also convicted of one count of rape and given a sentence of an additional 45 years, for a total of 245 years.

He is currently serving his sentence at the Indiana State Penitentiary.


Brooklyn Strangler
 aka Johnson, Vincent
 (b. January 6, 1969) was a homeless man who committed a series of murders of prostitutes in 1999 – 2000. The murders were committed in the Williamsburg and Bedford-Stuyvesant neighborhoods of Brooklyn, N.Y.

A homeless man was detained for questioning and authorities took a DNA sample. The sample did not match the DNA found on the murdered women. He told authorities of another homeless man who lived in the area and who seemed to be fixated on sadomasochistic sex. The man was Vincent Johnson. He denied any involvement and refused to give a DNA sample. One of the detectives saw Johnson spit onto the street. He collected a sample and the testing matched Johnson. Johnson confessed to the murders of Patricia Sullivan, Elizabeth Tuppeny, Joanne Feliciano, Vivian Caraballo, and Laura Nusser who were all known prostitutes and addicts. The victims were all strangled with a ligature, whatever he could find at the time.

Vincent Johnson was sentenced to life without the possibility of parole. He is currently housed at the Clinton Correctional Facility in Dannemora, N.Y.


Brooks, John
 (b. July 14, 1966) was a serial killer in the “Big Easy”, New Orleans, Louisiana. He was first arrested at the age of 15 for molesting an 8-year-old girl.

Within five years he had become a one-man crime wave. He committed an armed robbery on June 14, 1986; a second armed robbery on July 27; was foiled in an attempted robbery on August 23; and that same afternoon shot and 
 killed Wilbert Johnson, age 50, and left him lying on the street. He committed more robberies—on September 1, September 27, October 18, and October 19.

On November 1, he shot to death James Williams, 51 years old, with no apparent motive. Even on this dark New Orleans street, he was seen by several witnesses. On November 27, taxi driver Artis Thompson was shot and killed by a man who demanded money, then he was shot dead. The killer, John Brooks, stole a purse from the terrified passenger. There was another robbery on November 29, and one on December 12.

On December 14, Zachary Turnell was shot and killed while sitting in his car with a woman companion. John Brooks then rifled Turnell’s pockets, kidnapped the woman, and took her to a motel where she was brutally raped. On December 20, a young man, Terry Young, was gunned down as he left a New Orleans tavern.

On Christmas morning, Brooks shot and killed Diane Gipson as she sat in a car on Lakeshore Drive. Her boyfriend, Tyrone Wilkinson, was shot in the stomach and survived. On December 28, Darren Mercadel, an 18-year old, was murdered on the street while exchanging gifts with a female acquaintance. Brooks was finally identified by the fingerprints left in Tyrone Wilkinson’s car. Ballistics tests proved that the same gun was used to kill Young, Gipson, and Mercadel.

John Brooks was finally charged with the murders of Wilbert Johnson, James Wilson, Terry Young, Artis Thompson, Diane Gipson, and Darren Mercadel. He is also a suspect in the deaths of Zachary Turnell, and Thomas Morris, and Cabrini Jareau who were shot and killed on October 23, 1986.

Brooks was convicted of the six murders and sentenced to death. He is presently incarcerated at the Louisiana State Penitentiary
 .


Brooks, Shelly Andre
 (b. January 22, 1969) is a serial killer who operated in Michigan between 2001 and 2006. Brooks’ mother left him with his maternal grandmother while she moved in with her boyfriend. He dropped out of school in the 11th grade. Shortly after, he was arrested for carrying a concealed weapon (a gun) and spent 60 days in jail. After his release, he lived on the streets. He worked at restaurants and a laundromat, but usually lost these jobs as a result of conflicts with co-workers.

In mid-2001, Sandra Davis, age 53, agreed with Brooks to trade sex for money in an abandoned building. For some reason Brooks became angry with her and asked for his money back. He struck her in the head repeatedly when she tried to leave. Brooks dragged her body into a closet. Her decomposed remains were found on August 31, 2001. While cleaning asbestos, a man found the body of Pamela Greer, age 33, on January 22, 2002, in the same building where Davis was found.

The body of Marion Woods-Daniels, age 36, was found on April 14, 2002. She had been murdered with blows to the head with a brick. On April 22, 2002, Rhonda Myles, age 45, was found in a vacant building. She had been beaten to death with the leg of a wooden chair. Shelly Andre Brooks’ DNA was found on the chair leg.

A person out for a walk found the body of Thelma Johnson, age 30, on November 5, 2002. She also had been murdered by severe blows to the head.

This seemed to be the end of this string of murders, it was not to be. On October 18, 2005, Melissa Toston, age 38, was found in a vacant garage approximately four days after she was murdered.

Then on June 5, 2006, an unidentified woman was found about 1,000 ft. from the house where Brooks was raised by his grandmother. She had been choked to death.

On June 26, 2006, Brooks raped and beat another prostitute in the head. He left her to die, but she survived 
 and recovered. She was able to give the police a description and identified Shelly Andre Brooks as her attacker.

Brooks was arrested and charged with seven murders. DNA linked him to four murders. On March 7, 2007, Brooks was found guilty of first-degree murder in the death of Pamela Greer, which carries an automatic sentence of life without the possibility of parole. He is serving his sentence at Saginaw Correctional Facility.
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Broomstick Murderer

McDuff, Kenneth Allen


Broomstick Murderer
 aka McDuff, Kenneth Allen
 (March 21, 1946 – November 17, 1998) was a serial killer in the state of Texas who murdered at least 14 victims during two different periods (1966, 1989 – 1992) between times spent in prison.

In 1964, McDuff was convicted of 12 counts of burglary and attempted burglary in the counties of Bell, Milam, and Falls in Texas. He was sentenced to 12 terms of four years, one term for each count of burglary and attempted burglary. He was paroled in December 1965.

On August 6, 1966, McDuff and accomplice Roy Dale Green spent the day pouring concrete for McDuff’s father, John. After work they bought a six-pack of beer and visited their mutual friend, Edith Turner, then went driving around. By 10:00 p.m., Robert Brand, age 18, his girlfriend, Edna Louise Sullivan, age 16, and Brand’s cousin, Mark Dunman, age 16, were parked at a baseball field in Everman, Tarrant County, about 150 yards away from McDuff’s car. McDuff and Green got out of the car, McDuff took his revolver with him. They ordered Brand, Sullivan, and Dunman into the trunk of Brand’s car and drove away. McDuff drove the victim’s car and Green followed in McDuff’s car. They drove into a field and ordered Sullivan out of the trunk 
 and into the trunk of McDuff’s car. McDuff then fired six shots into the trunk of Brand’s car, killing both occupants. They drove to another location, where they both raped Sullivan and McDuff strangled her to death with a three-foot broomstick. Green confessed to friend Richard Boyd’s parents and they urged him to turn himself in. He did.

McDuff was arrested. He received three death sentences and Green received a 25-year sentence. Green was paroled in 1979. McDuff was sent to the electric chair twice but was given stays of execution at the last minute on both occasions. His death sentences were later commuted to life. He was paroled on October 11, 1989, as a result of overcrowding in the Texas prisons. Allegedly his mother, Addie McDuff, bribed the parole board. He was one of 20 former death row inmates to be paroled. A total of 127 murderers were paroled at this time.

Within three days of his release, McDuff killed again. Sarafia Parker, age 31, was murdered and her body was found on October 14 in Temple, about 48 miles from Waco.

McDuff was sent back to prison for a parole violation of threatening a black youth in Rosebud. He was again paroled on December 18, 1990, this time allegedly due to his mother hiring two Huntsville attorneys to “evaluate” McDuff’s chances of release.

On October 10, 1991, McDuff picked up Brenda Thompson, a Waco prostitute and drug addict, tied her up, and put her in the passenger seat of his pickup truck. They were stopped at a police checkpoint in Waco. Thompson kicked at the windshield and cracked it in several places. The police started toward the truck and McDuff took off and drove toward the officers. They had to jump out of the way to avoid being hit. The police gave chase but he got away. Brenda Thompson had been tortured and killed. Her body was found in a wooded area near US 84 in 1998.

On October 15, McDuff was seen having an argument at a Waco motel with Regenia DeAnne Moore, age 17, 
 McDuff’s girlfriend and a local prostitute. They were then seen leaving the motel in McDuff’s truck. Her body was discovered at a remote area beside Highway 6 near Waco on September 29, 1993. Her arms and legs were tied with her stockings.

On December 29, 1991, McDuff and accomplice Alva Hank Worley drove to a carwash in Austin, Texas, in a tan Ford Thunderbird and kidnapped Colleen Reed, age 28, in front of eyewitnesses Steve Marks, Mike Goldman, and Bill Goldman. Reed had been to the bank to withdraw money before going to the carwash. It is believed she was followed from the bank. In November 1998, McDuff led police to her shallow grave on the banks of the Brazos River near Marlin, Texas.

On February 24, 1992, Valencia Joshua was strangled to death by McDuff. Her body was discovered on March 15 at a golf course near Texas State Technical College, where both she and McDuff were students. She was last seen knocking on McDuff’s door, who had taken up dealing drugs to students to supplement his student grant.

On February 29, 1992, Melissa Northrup, age 22 and a clerk at a Quik-pak in Waco, was kidnapped during a robbery at the store. Her body was found on April 26, 1992, by a fisherman in southeast Dallas County. McDuff had attempted to persuade a fellow student to help him in robbing the Quik-pak store. The student declined and reported McDuff to the police.

McDuff’s murders were spread out over several counties, making a single investigation difficult. When police learned that McDuff was dealing drugs, a state attorney issued a warrant for his arrest.

In the meantime, Alva Hank Worley admitted his involvement in the kidnapping and rape of Colleen Reed, but denied he had any part in her murder. Police had a difficult time locating Kenneth McDuff
 .

McDuff had moved to Kansas City, Missouri, and was using an alias—Richard Fowler— where he worked at a refuse collection company. A co-worker named Gary Smithee watched the TV show America’s Most Wanted
 on May 1, 1992, and thought that the featured fugitive, Kenneth McDuff, looked a lot like a co-worker named Richard Fowler. He telephoned the Kansas City Police. The police searched to see if Richard Fowler had an arrest record and found that he did for soliciting prostitutes. Comparing fingerprints from Fowler and McDuff, found them to be identical. They had their man.

Fowler/McDuff was arrested on May 4, 1992. On June 26, 1992, McDuff was found guilty of the capital murder of Melissa Northrup in McLennan County, Texas. He was sentenced to death and the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals affirmed the death sentence on April 28, 1997. The US Supreme Court rejected his writ of certiorari on January 12, 1998. The State also rejected his writ of habeas corpus on April 15, 1998. His execution date was set for October 21, 1998. A federal writ of habeas corpus was filed on July, which delayed his execution until his case was considered.

On October 15, 1998 the Western District Court denied habeas corpus relief and rescheduled the execution date for November 17, 1998. The US Supreme Court denied his last appeal for a stay of execution on November 16, 1998.

McDuff was also convicted and sentenced to death for Colleen Reed’s murder. Finally on November 17, 1998, Kenneth McDuff was executed by lethal injection.


Brown, Charles Noel
 (June 1933 – July 24, 1962) born in Bedford, Indiana, was the oldest of seven children. He attended school through the 8th grade. He was forced into marriage at the age of 16 and was the father of four children, even though he contended that he and his wife did not get along. They argued constantly. They talked of divorce but never pursued it. Finally, Brown joined the army for some 
 temporary relief. He found work soon after his discharge but shortly after, he was convicted of forging a check and received a sentence of two to fourteen years. He served only one year and upon parole moved from state to state, violating his conditional release from prison. By February 1961, he was in Minneapolis where he met 
 Kelly, Charles Edwin
 (c. 1941 – September 6, 1962). They began a career in crime together.

On February 27, Brown committed his first armed robbery of a dairy store in North Minneapolis. The next day, he robbed a gas station and the attendant was shot. Brown was too drunk to remember this one. On February 20, he committed his first murder. He robbed a bar and shot the bartender dead. Kelly was with him; they took a cab to St. Paul and a bus to Omaha. They got into a little trouble and headed for Council Bluffs, Iowa. That evening they were looking for a car to steal and found one parked in a nearby residential area. Brown shot and killed the owner who was in the driver’s seat. They were unable to start the engine, so they left to look for another car. They abducted a shopper in the parking lot of a supermarket about a block away from the murder. They drove away for several blocks, then shot and killed the shopper. They were quickly arrested and confessed.

Both Charles Noel Brown and Charles Edwin Kelly were convicted of double homicide in Council Bluffs, Iowa, and sentenced to death. Brown was executed by hanging on July 24, 1962, and Kelly was executed by hanging on September 6, 1962, at the Iowa State Penitentiary, Ft. Madison, Iowa. He was the last person to be executed in the state.


Brown, Curtis Don
 (b. September 2, 1958) moved to the Fort Worth area in about 1979. At that time, he had served prison time for armed robbery. He married in 1984 and fathered a child. During 1984, he also became a serial killer. 
 Although he was convicted of only three of the murders, he is a suspect in the following:

Elizabeth Till, age 27, disappeared on August 18, 1983. Her body was found on January 4, 1984. Sandra Bush was last seen on November 17, 1983 leaving her home. Her body was found on January 2, 1984. On January 6, 1984, someone broke into the apartment of Elsie Mae Deem, age 82, and raped her, then beat her severely. She died three weeks later. The body of Cheryl Ann Taylor, age 23 was found. She had last been seen at an Arlington bar a few days before. Ginger Hayden, age 18, was murdered in the apartment she shared with her mother.

Catherine Davis, age 23, went missing on September 29, 1984. Her remains were found by surveyors on January 23, 1985, about six miles from her apartment. Marilyn Hartman, age 29, was found dead on October 19, 1984. She was found bound, gagged, and strangled. Her killer took her car which was found the next day. Cindy Heller, age 23, disappeared on October 22, 1984. Her car was found the next day. Her remains were found on January 5, 1985, in a small lake on the TCU campus.

Kathryn E. Jackson, age 32, failed to show up for her teaching job. Her nude body was found on November 26, 1984, in her apartment in the bathtub, with the hot water still running. She had been bound, beaten, and strangled.

Angela Leigh Ewert, age 21, disappeared on December 10, 1984. Her car, with a flat tire, was found on Dec. 11. Her purse was found in a creek bed. In August 1993, her remains were found in a trash strewn area east of I-35, near Johnson County.

On December 23, 1984, the body of Regina Suzanne Grover, age 21, was found in Marine Creek just south of Meacham Airport. Regina’s boyfriend, David Larson, age 26, was found the same day in his apartment. He had suffered a fatal blow to the head. It is surmised that Regina was abducted from his apartment
 .

Sara Kashka, age 15, from Denton, was last seen on December 30, 1984, in the parking lot of an apartment complex. She was in Ft. Worth to attend a friend’s party. Her body was found on January 1, 1995 in a swampy area near Mountain Creek in southwest Dallas. She had been raped and stabbed.

Zita Rogers, age 70, was shot in the abdomen during an apparent burglary of her home on January 25, 1985. A neighbor noticed that she had not picked up her evening newspaper, found the door open, and discovered Rogers’ body.

Sharyn Kills Back, age 18 and an Oglala Sioux, had moved to Arlington from the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota about 1983. She disappeared on March 15, 1985, while walking home from a friend’s house. Her body was found on March 23 in a storm drain. She had been strangled and had a rope around her neck.

Mary B. Taylor, age 36 and a known prostitute, was found dead in a vacant lot on Cobb Street on March 30, 1985. She had been shot multiple times. On May 28, 1985, Frances Johnson, age 71, was found strangled in her home in northeast Fort Worth. She had been dead for about 10 days.

Terece Gregory, age 29, was last seen leaving the Caravan of Dreams in Fort Worth in the early morning hours of May 29, 1985. She was found in the Trinity River on May 30, 1985. She had been shot in the face and raped.

Phyllis Broadus was near Hillside Park when ordered to get into a red and white Oldsmobile on February 23, 1986, by the driver. When she declined, he shot her in the right buttock. Broadus was pregnant at the time. She died on March 6, 1986.

Jane Doe was a white woman who investigators gauged to be in her late 30s or early 40s. She has never been identified. She was found on February 24, 1986, nude and strangled, wrapped in a blanket near Hillside Park
 .

Fannie Chambers, age 22, was shot several times on the night of April 5, 1986, in southeast Fort Worth. Two people living nearby told police that they were awakened by her screams.

On the night of May 28, 1986, Brown broke into the apartment of Jewell Woods, age 51. Woods found Brown in the kitchen and he chased her into the bathroom. A neighbor told officers that she heard a disturbance there about 11:30 pm. Police saw Brown walking on a private drive and carrying two purses. Woods’ identification was in one of them. Police went to her apartment but found her gone. Woods’ body was found the next morning by officers on horseback. She had been raped and beaten to death with a rock.

Curtis Brown was convicted of the murder of Jewell Woods in 1989 and received a life sentence. He was also convicted of the murders of Terece Gregory and Sharyn Kills Back, and received two more life sentences. He is currently housed at the Wayne Scott Prison in Texas.

Now, almost 30 years later, most of these cases remain unsolved. Investigators continue to look for solutions. No one has been charged with any of the remaining murders.


Brown, James
 (b. April 8, 1988) was a serial killer in the Detroit, Michigan, area who was convicted of murdering at least four women whose bodies were found in cars in 2011. He met these women through the backpage.com website that carries personal ads for people looking for sex. Brown admitted that the women died in pairs in his basement, but claims he does not know why they died. It is believed that the 6’10”, 270 lb. man asphyxiated them.

James Brown was sentenced to life without the possibility of parole.


Brown, John Frank
 (b. 1961) and Coetzee, Samuel Jacques
 (1967 – May 5, 1997) were a homosexual couple. 
 They were also serial killers in Pretoria and surrounding area, South Africa. Coetzee was a cross-dresser known in the gay community as “Kim”. On August 30, 1993, a body was found on a gravel road near Pretoria. The victim had been strangled to death. On November 3, 1993, two badly decomposed bodies were found—a 15-year-old boy and a 30-year-old man on a farm in Heidelberg. Both victims had been strangled, stabbed, and shot. On September 1, 1995, another body was found in the veld (grassland with trees or shrubs) in Krugersdorp. This victim had been strangled and his genitals cut off. Three weeks later another body was found at a home in Edendale. Coincidentally, all of the victims were allegedly last seen leaving nightclubs with Coetzee.

The killers were arrested and immediately each blamed the other for the murders. Several days after their trial started, Coetzee was found dead on May 5, 1997, in his Boksburg (suburb of Johannesburg) prison cell from an overdose of pills. He left a note saying he no longer wanted to live. Nothing was found on the trial and sentence of John Frank Brown.


Brown, Raymond Eugene
 (c. 1946) was big into sports and short on cash in October 1960. He wanted football shoes and instead of finding some way to earn the money, he decided on burglary at the home of his grandmother, great-grandmother, and great-aunt in Clay County, Alabama. Late at night, he entered the house barefooted and quietly walked through it looking for cash. As quiet as he was, his great-grandmother awoke and went to investigate. Brown grabbed a butcher knife and murdered her. He then killed his grandmother and great-aunt. Detectives counted 123 stab wounds in the three victims. In Brown’s haste to leave the house after the murders, a purse with $40 was left untouched. Besides leaving three dead bodies, he also left bloody footprints. Investigators were on the trail and finally 
 after three weeks, Brown was arrested. He was in prison for 13 years and learned auto mechanics. He was paroled in 1973.

Shortly after his parole, Brown found work as an auto mechanic in Ashland, Alabama. He also found a home at an apartment nearby. He tried to rape the manager of his apartment and choked her until he thought she was dead. She was not. His parole was revoked and he went back to prison. In June 1986, Brown was again paroled.

He found work as a mechanic in Phoenix City, Alabama. He met Linda LeMonte, age 32, a divorcee and mother of a 10-year-old daughter, and they began dating. On August 10, 1987, Linda and her daughter, Sheila, were found dead in their home. They had been stabbed numerous times. A neighbor told authorities that Raymond Brown had been there the night before and had parked his car right outside. Brown was on the run in the woods. He eluded police for two days before he was caught when he emerged to buy a soda.

In 1988, Raymond Eugene Brown was sentenced to death. He is not shown in the records of executions in the state of Alabama, nor is he shown as still being on death row.


Brown, Vernon
 (October 1, 1953 – May 18, 2005) was a drifter who resided in as many as 23 states. He was also a serial killer and child molester. Brown had been convicted of sexually assaulting a 12-year-old girl in the 1970s and spent four years in prison. By 1980, he was residing in Indianapolis.

On August 25, the body of 9-year-old Kimberly Campbell was found in a vacant house owned by Vernon Brown’s grandmother. She had been raped and strangled. Brown had been seen with the girl the day before. Brown left town about one year later upon learning that he was being charged with six counts of child molestation
 .

In March 1985, in St. Louis, the body of Synetta Ford, age 19, was found in her apartment. She had been stabbed and strangled. Vernon Brown was working at the apartment complex under an assumed name. Brown was arrested after his wife told the police that he had claimed responsibility for the murder, but had to be released because Missouri law forbids spousal testimony where victims are 18 years of age or older.

On October 25, 1986, Janet Perkins, age 9, was walking home from Cole School in north St. Louis around 3:00 p.m. As she came upon Vernon Brown’s home, he enticed her into the house. Brown’s stepsons and a neighbor saw Janet enter the house. Brown then locked the stepsons in their bedrooms, but they listened to Janet’s screams through the air vents as Brown took her to the basement and bound her feet and one hand with a coat hanger. He then strangled Janet to death with a rope. The next day, Janet’s body was found near a dumpster in an alley behind Brown’s house. Brown was questioned and he gave a confession, blaming the crime on uncontrollable side effects of PCP.

In April 1987, Indianapolis police questioned Brown about Kimberly Campbell’s murder. He was charged with her murder. He was also suspected in the murder of 15-year-old Tracey Poindexter, who was killed in Indianapolis in April 1985, and in another homicide in August 1987. Authorities in 20 other states were reviewing the unsolved murders that match Vernon Brown’s modus operandi.

It was decided that he would be tried in Missouri “because they give the death penalty.” On December 2, 1988, Vernon Brown was sentenced to death. He was executed by lethal injection on May 18, 2005, in the state of Missouri.


Browne, Robert Charles
 (b. October 31, 1952) is a double murderer and suspected of being a serial killer. If his claims are proven to be true, he murdered 48 women between 1970 and 1995
 .

Robert Charles Browne was born in Coushatta, Louisiana, a town on the Red River, about 45 miles south of Shreveport. Robert was one of nine children born into a poor family in an area still poverty-stricken. He dropped out of high school and joined the US Army in 1969. He was dishonorably discharged in 1976 for drug abuse. He drifted for the next 25 years on a cross-country killing spree, if his claims are true.

What is known for certain is that he murdered at least eight females, four girls between the ages of 13 and 17, and four women between the ages of 20 and 26.

On July 4, 1980, Katherine Jean “Fuzzy” Hayes, age 15, disappeared in Coushatta. Her skeletal remains were found under a bridge near St. Maurice, Louisiana by a hunter on October 16, 1980. Browne claims that he met Katherine Jean at a restaurant and offered her a ride and a place to stay. They went to his mother’s house where they had consensual sex. He subsequently strangled the girl with leather shoelaces. He put her body in the trunk of his car and dumped her off a bridge into Nanatachie Creek, near Montgomery, Louisiana, about eight miles from St. Maurice.

On March 30, 1983, Faye Self, age 26, disappeared from Coushatta. Her remains have never been found. She was declared legally dead in 1991. Faye lived in an apartment owned by Browne’s brother. Robert Browne lived in a nearby building. Browne claims he met Faye at a bar. He later entered her apartment through an unlocked door while she was sleeping. He placed a rag doused with chloroform over her nose and mouth. He left to get a rope to tie her up and have sex with her. When he came back, she had died. He said that the chloroform was a commercial ant killer. He disposed of Faye’s body over a bridge into the Red River.

On May 28, 1983, Wanda Faye Hudson, age 20, was found dead with multiple stab wounds. Browne was the maintenance man for the apartments owned by his brother. 
 He had changed the lock on her door the previous day and when he returned the next night, he simply used the key he kept to open the door. He again used the chloroformed cloth to put over her nose and stabbed her several times with a screwdriver. Police confirmed that she was murdered in her apartment.

On February 2, 1984, Nida Mendoza, age 17, from Sugarland, Texas, was declared missing. Her body was discovered on route US 59 southwest of the Houston city limits. Browne stated that he met her at a night club in Sugarland where she worked as a topless dancer. He said that she agreed to have sex with him for money. He took her to a local motel where they had consensual sex. He then strangled her with his hands, dismembered her body, and placed it in a suitcase. He had to make two trips to dispose of her body in the ditch along the highway.

On March 30, 1984, Melody Ann Bush, age 22, was declared missing. Her body was found along a highway in a drainage ditch roughly two miles north of Flatonia, Texas, later the same day. Browne said he met her at the motel, where they were both staying, when she asked him to give her a ride to the bar where her husband was. Melody told Browne that she had just had a fight with her husband and wanted to return to him. Browne said that they went to his room where they had consensual sex. He then placed a rag soaked with ether over her nose and mouth and stabbed her in the chest with an ice pick. The examiner’s office said she died from acute acetone poisoning.

On November 15, 1987, in Colorado Springs, Colorado, Rocio Sperry, age 15, was reported missing. Her remains were never found. Browne said that she came into the Kwik Stop frequently and talked about her family struggles. She told him that her husband had left recently for the state of Florida with her child. Browne said that he strangled her and dismembered her in the bathtub. He put the body parts 
 into trash bags and then put them in the dumpster in back of the apartment.

On September 17, 1991, Heather Dawn Church, age 13, from Black Forest, Colorado, was reported missing. Her remains were found in El Paso on September 16, 1993. The cause of death could not be determined. Browne refused to speak with investigators about this murder. He claimed that he was framed for this case, but did accept a plea to first-degree murder which carried a life sentence without the possibility of parole.

On November 3, 1991, Lisa Lowe, age 21, from West Memphis, Arkansas, was reported missing. Her body was found on November 26, 1991. Cause of death could not be determined. Browne claims that he left with Lisa from a nightclub in Memphis, Tennessee. The two drove to Arkansas on Interstate 40 and parked in a wooded area off the highway. He said that after Lisa performed oral sex on him, he strangled her with his hands, and shot her. He dumped her body in the St. Francis River.

Browne had been married six times and he had been disappointed by women his entire life. He says, “Women are unfaithful, they screw around a lot, they cheat and they are not of the highest moral value. They cheat and they are losers.” Browne claims that none of the killings were ever planned. He chose his victims at random in everyday settings.

There are long spans of time between some of the killings. Serial killers do not usually have large expanses of time between murders. Between the first and second known murders, almost three years elapsed; between the fifth and sixth murders three years and eight months elapsed; and between the sixth and seventh murders three years and ten months elapsed. There was plenty of time in between these to have committed the murders he has claimed
 .

Robert Charles Browne is currently serving a life sentence without the possibility of parole at the Colorado Territorial Correctional Facility.


Brownout Strangler
 aka Leonski, Edward Joseph
 (December 12, 1917 – November 9, 1942) was born in New Jersey, the youngest of the Leonski family, and grew up in an abusive and alcoholic household. One of his brothers had to be committed to a mental institution. Eddie, as he was known, was overprotected and controlled by his mother. He was bullied by the kids in his neighborhood and school and was called a “mama’s boy.” He was drafted into the US Army in February 1941 and was shipped to Melbourne, Australia, arriving there on February 2, 1942, after the United States had entered World War II.

The body of Ivy Violet McLeod, age 40, was discovered in Albert Park on May 3, 1942. She had been beaten and strangled. Her purse had not been taken and she had not been robbed.

On May 9, 1942, Pauline Thompson, age 31, was found strangled to death. It was reported that she was last seen with a young man who had a very American accent.

On May 18, 1942, Gladys Hosking, age 40, was murdered as she was walking home from Melbourne University where she worked. A witness stated that they saw a disheveled American man stop her and ask for directions. He seemed to be out of breath and covered with mud. The description seemed to fit the man seen with Pauline Thompson before she was murdered, in addition to descriptions given by several women who had survived the attacks and other witnesses. They were able to point out Leonski from a line-up.

Leonski was arrested and charged with three murders. Even though the murders had occurred on Australian soil, the US Army conducted the trial. Leonski confessed to the crimes. He was convicted and sentenced to death at a 
 general court-martial on July 17, 1942. General Douglas MacArthur confirmed the sentence. A Board of Review also upheld the findings and sentence. General McArthur personally signed the order of execution on November 4.

Edward Joseph Leonski was hanged at Pentridge Prison on November 9, 1942.


Broxton, Alvin Eugene
 (b. February 27, 1955) is a serial killer who committed at least five murders in the state of Louisiana after he was paroled on October 10, 1990, from prison where he served time for aggravated robbery and attempted capital murder.

In September 1991, he was convicted of the May 1991 robbery and murder of Sheila Dockens at the Channelview Motel where Sheila and her husband, Waylon Dockens, were staying. He pistol-whipped the couple, tied Sheila’s hands and feet, then shot her in the chest. Broxton shot Dockens in the head, but he survived and was able to identify Broxton as the assailant.

Broxton was given a sentence of death. He was also charged with capital murder for the capital murder of four others that occurred in April and May 1991 and given a life sentence. He remains on death row in a Texas penitentiary, awaiting an execution date.


Bryan, Peter
 (b. October 4, 1969) was born in London, England, to immigrant parents from Barbados and was the youngest of seven children. At about age 14, he left school and found employment at a clothes stall. He had a soup kitchen and moved to teach cooking at the kitchen.

In 1987, Bryan was living at a custom house in East London when he tried to throw another resident out the window of his 5th floor room, but the man fought back and escaped. Bryan had a deep gash in his head. This incident was unprovoked. The victim was interviewed by the police, but no action was taken
 .

In 1994, Bryan was sent to Rampton Secure Hospital after admitting that he had murdered Nisha Sheth, age 20, with a hammer in 1993. In June 2001, Bryan was transferred to the John Howard Centre on a six-month trial. He was then released into the care of a psychiatrist.

His next move was to the Riverside Hostel, where he was given door keys and could live a somewhat normal life, coming and going as he wanted. After re-evaluation by his psychiatrists in November 2003, it was decided that he no longer posed any major risks. However, he was transferred to an open psychiatric ward at Newham Hospital for his safety after learning that he had sexually assaulted a 16-year-girl close to the hostel.

In February 2004, Bryan walked out of the psychiatric ward and killed his friend Brian Cherry. Police were called by neighbors who heard screams, and they found a hammer and other weapons. Police finally found Bryan as he was cooking the dead man’s brain in a skillet. After a court hearing, Bryan was sent to Broadmoor Hospital where he murdered Richard Loudwell, a 60-year-old fellow patient. He said that if he had not been caught, he would have eaten Loudwell’s flesh.

At his trial, Bryan claimed diminished capacity when he pleaded guilty to two charges of manslaughter. He was committed to Broadmoor Hospital for treatment.


Bryan Jr., Joseph Francis
 (c. 1939 – c. 1997) was a serial killer who sexually molested and murdered little boys. Bryan’s record goes back to 1958 when he abducted two small boys, tied them to a tree, and sexually molested them. He was diagnosed as schizophrenic at the Camden County Mental Hospital in New Jersey. Upon his release, he enlisted in the US Navy but was discharged after further psychiatric tests and treatment. In Nevada, he served time for burglary and auto theft at the state prison and was paroled on January 20, 1964
 .

On February 27, 1964, in Mount Pleasant, South Carolina, 7-year-old John Robinson disappeared while riding his bicycle near his home. Two farmers in the area reported that they had pulled a car out of the mud on the morning of the 28th. They had written down the license plate number of the car. They said that the man was travelling with a small boy. The police traced the license number to Bryan. John’s bicycle was found in some weeds not far from where the car had been bogged down.

On March 23, 1964, 7-year-old Lewis Wilson Jr. vanished from his school in St. Petersburg, Florida. Police and volunteers were out looking for him when they got word that a boy’s body had been found in a marsh near Hallandale by three youths who were on vacation. The body was wearing only shoes and socks and was identified by the footwear. Johnny Robinson had been found.

Joseph Francis Byran Jr. was declared a federal fugitive from justice on charges of kidnapping and murder. On April 14, 1964, he was added to the FBI’s “Most Wanted” list.

On April 4, 1964, David Wulff, age eight, was abducted from his home in Willingboro, New Jersey.

On April 23, 1964, Dennis Burke, eight years of age, was abducted from Humboldt, Tennessee. On April 28, two off-duty FBI agents spotted the distinctive white Cadillac, Bryan’s car, at a shopping mall in New Orleans. They staked out the car and arrested Bryan when he exited from the mall with Dennis Burke. Dennis described his captor as “a nice man” who fed him well and said they stayed in comfortable motel rooms during their time together.

Bryan was indicted on federal kidnapping charges in Tennessee. On January 12, 1965, he pleaded guilty to the charges and was sentenced to a term of life imprisonment. Bryan died in prison about 1997.


BTK Killer
 aka Rader, Dennis Lynn
 (b. March 9, 1945) was a married man with two children. He was born 
 in Pittsburg, Kansas, the eldest of four sons. He grew up in Wichita, graduated high school, attended college in 1965-66, spent four years in the US Air Force, earned an associate’s degree in Electronics, and earned a bachelor’s degree in Administration of Justice. He worked at Coleman (a camping gear firm), Cessna (airplane manufacturer), and ADT Security (sold and installed alarm systems), before being hired by the city of Park City, on the northern edge of Wichita. Dennis Lynn Rader was a deacon at the Lutheran church he and his family attended. He was also a serial killer. Starting in January 1974, the “BTK Killer” terrorized the Wichita, Kansas area.

In 1974, Dennis Rader was without a job and frequently drove his wife to work at the VA Hospital in Wichita when the weather was bad, then he “trolled” women, whom he fantasized about. His fantasy included bondage, torture, and death. During his trolling, he became fixated on Julie Otero, age 34, and her daughter Josephine, age 11. He watched the comings and goings of the Otero family for several days. On January 15, he went around to the back of the Otero house, cut the phone line, and then barged in through the back door. He got quite a surprise—Julie’s husband Joe was there, along with Joey, age nine, and the family dog. However, Rader took control very quickly, pulling his gun and ordering Joey to put the dog in the back yard. He told the family that he was a wanted criminal and needed money. He ordered them into a bedroom and tied them up. Rader put a plastic bag over Joe’s head, but Joe fought hard and tore holes in the bag. Rader then used a cord to subdue and kill him. He next tried to strangle Julie, but found out that it took longer to strangle a person than what they showed in movies, so he used a rope. Rader then took Joey into his bedroom and strangled and suffocated him to death. That left Josephine. Rader tried to strangle her, but again failed, so he forced her down into the basement where he put a noose around her neck and hanged her from a pipe. He 
 then masturbated. Before he left, Rader took Joe’s watch and a small radio. He drove away in the Otero’s Oldsmobile station wagon and left it in a supermarket parking lot, then walked back to his own car. The three older Otera children found their family members’ bodies when they returned home from school.

On April 4, Rader broke into the home of Kathryn Bright, age 21, whom he had been watching. No one was home and he hid in a bedroom. About 2:00 p.m., Kathryn arrived home with her brother Kevin, age 19. Rader came barging out of the bedroom with a gun. He told them the same story he had told the Oteros. He forced them into a bedroom and forced Kevin to tie up Kathryn. Kevin got into a fight with Rader and was shot in the face, but he kept up the fight until Rader shot him in the head. Kathryn also gave him a pretty good fight, but Rader switched from strangling her to stabbing her. While this was going on, Kevin had revived and ran out to try to get help. Rader left in a hurry, running several blocks to his car. Kathryn died at the hospital a few hours later. Kevin was in critical condition but managed to survive.

In October 1974, an anonymous phone call was made to the editor of the Wichita Eagle
 , the local newspaper, telling him there was a letter pertaining to the murders hidden in an engineering book at the Wichita Public Library. The newspaper editor notified the police, who found the letter. In it were the gruesome details of the Otero murders, written in poor English and rife with misspellings. It contained facts that only the murderer would know. He wrote, “I did it myself with noone’s help . . . the code words for me will be—Bind them, torture them, kill them . . . BTK.” In November 1974, Rader was hired by ADT Security, where he worked for the next 14 years. He rose to the position of installation supervisor, which left him flexibility as to where he was during the day. Rader is not known to have committed any murders in 1975-76
 .

By March 1977, Rader decided it was time to kill again. On March 17, 1977, he broke into the home of a woman named Cheryl whom he had met at a bar. Fortunately for her and her roommate, they were not home at the time. He had also cased another home close by, but no one was home there either. He went trolling on down the street and met Steve Relford, age five. He then completed an errand he had promised to do for his mother. He returned to the same neighborhood and knocked on the door of the house where Steve Relford lived. He gained entry into the home and found two more children there, Steve’s 8-year-old-brother and 4-year-old sister. The mother then came out of a room clad in a bathrobe. Rader ordered all of the children into the bathroom at gunpoint and blockaded the door. He told Steve’s mother, Shirley Vian, age 24, that he was going to tie her up and have his way with her. Instead he strangled her to death with a cord after he tied her up. He left semen on her panties. A ringing telephone caused him to make a hasty escape before he could kill the children.

The following morning, the police received an anonymous phone call telling them of a home accident involving Nancy Fox at 843 South Pershing. Police rushed to the home and found the body lying on the bed. The phone call was broadcast by local TV and radio stations, but no one recognized the voice, including Rader’s family and co-workers.

In early 1978, the Wichita Eagle
 received a postcard with a sarcastic poem entitled “Shirley Locks,” but no one tied it to the murders for several days. A letter followed in which the writer took full responsibility of seven murders—the Otero family, Shirley Vian, and Nancy Fox. That was six. The seventh was assumed to be Kathryn Bright. The writer suggested, among other names, that he be referred to as BTK. Written in the same style as the 1974 letter, it contained a poem, “Oh death to Nancy.” The Wichita authorities made the decision to publicly announce that 
 Wichita had a serial killer in their midst and urged citizens to be extremely careful about locking doors, and to look out for each other.

In April 1979, Rader broke into the home of Anna Williams, age 63 and a widow, but she did not come home until later in the evening after Rader had left, taking with him a few small items. In June, Anna received a package with a poem entitled, “Oh Anna Why Didn’t You Appear?” a drawing of what Rader was going to do to her, and a few of the things he had stolen. Anna moved very far away from Wichita.

The 1980s and 1990s rolled by and the BTK had not been heard from, except for a letter in 1988 which was not officially acknowledged to have come from him. He may not have been writing, but on April 27, 1985, Rader was with a Boy Scout camp-out a short distance from Wichita, when he left the camp on the pretext of having a severe headache and needed to go to town to buy something to get rid of it. He was, in fact, going to town to kill Marine Hedge, age 53, a widowed neighbor who lived on the same street as him. He saw Marine’s car in the carport and assumed she was home. He cut the phone line and pried open a rear door. To his surprise, Marine was not home. After a while a car pulled up in the driveway. Rader hid in a bedroom closet. Marine and a male friend came into the house. The man left around 1 a.m. After Marine was in bed and asleep, Rader emerged from the closet and flipped on the bathroom light. He jumped on Marine in bed and manually choked the woman to death. He dragged her body to her car and put her in the trunk. He drove to his church, went into the basement, and blacked out the windows with black plastic. He dragged the body into the basement and photographed Marine’s body in various poses. Rader returned the body to the car trunk. He found a place to dump the body along a dirt road several miles outside Park City and placed some brush over the body. He drove Marine’s car back to where he had 
 left his car. He wiped the car to remove his fingerprints, then returned to the Scout camp. He was not connected to this murder until 2005.

By mid-1986, Rader was again getting an urge for a “PJ” (project, as he called his murders). He had his eye on Vicki Wegerle, age 28 and the mother of two. He had walked by her house on numerous occasions and heard her playing the piano. On September 16, he dressed as a telephone repairman complete with hard hat and knocked on Vicki’s door. He was allowed in to check the phone line. With some kind of instrument, he appeared to be checking the phone for a few minutes, then told Vicki he was going to tie her up. He forced her into the bedroom and started to tie her up, but she gave him a fierce fight and she scratched him. Finally, Rader won the struggle and secured her with ropes. He strangled her to death using pantyhose. He photographed her body in several poses, and left in the Wegerle car. Vicki had warned him that her husband could be home at any time. Bill Wegerle passed his own car going in the opposite direction. He did not know who was driving it, but saw that it was not Vicki. Rader drove around, getting rid of evidence, then returned to the area of the Wegerle home where he left their car and walked to where he had parked his own car. Bill Wegerle entered his home to find his 2-year-old in the living room. Then he found Vicki on the bedroom floor behind the bed. She was rushed to the hospital while paramedics tried to revive her, but their efforts were in vain and Vicki was pronounced dead. Bill Wegerle remained the chief suspect in his wife’s murder for 18 years.

Several more years passed, and Dennis Rader, now 45 years old, was thinking about another “PJ.” He had been fired from ADT Security in 1988 because he was not meeting his quota of installations. He had plenty of available time for trolling. He had become wary of younger women because they put up a pretty good fight. He was also wary of homes where a male was present. He decided single, 
 older women would be a much easier target. He had zeroed in on Dolores Davis, age 62, who lived alone, within two miles of his house. On January 19, 1991, he was on another camping outing and invented an excuse to leave camp in the evening. The temperature was below freezing. He drove to the home of his parents, who were away, and changed his clothes. He then drove to a church in Park City, parked his car, and walked to Dolores Davis’ home. Dolores was in bed reading when Dennis arrived, so he waited out in the cold until she turned off her light and went to sleep. He used a concrete block to break the glass in the sliding glass door at the rear of the house. Dolores came out of the bedroom and saw Rader. He used the old line about being homeless and in need of food, car, and money. He tied her up. She told Rader she was expecting company any minute. He strangled her with a ligature. He made a sketch of her final moments. Rader put her body in the trunk of her car and drove to a lake nearby and left her body and evidence under some trees. He returned her car to Davis’s house, wiped away fingerprints, and tossed the keys onto the roof. He walked back to where his car was parked. He went back to the lake area where he had left Dolores’s body and put it in the trunk of his car. He drove around and finally found a remote spot in another county, where he left her body. He changed back into his Scout uniform and returned to the camp site. The following night, he again left the camp site and drove to where he had left the body and photographed it in posed positions.

Shortly after this murder, Rader was hired by Park City. He would be the local dogcatcher, as well as the code enforcer. He took his job seriously, in some cases too seriously, even writing tickets if the grass was longer than six inches. After a woman got divorced and allowed a male friend to move in, Rader wrote citation after citation, as trivial as having the wrong color hose. He cited her for having an “inoperable vehicle” in her driveway which the 
 male was working on. He made it very clear that if the man moved out, there would be no problems. Rader eventually impounded the daughter’s dog and had it euthanized before anyone could reclaim it. The woman moved out of Park City.

Rader’s co-worker, Mary Capps, alleged he was a terrible supervisor, cold, demanding, and degrading. She described one incident of being trapped in her office and chased around the room by him. She complained weekly to Rader’s supervisor, but nothing was done.

In the following years, Rader’s father passed away and his mother went to live with another son and then to a nursing home. His daughter attended Kansas State University and in 2003 married a man from Michigan and moved there. His son joined the navy, and Rader was elected to the church council, assuming the position of vice president starting January 1, 2004. In one year, Rader would become council president, according to church procedure. He was, however, becoming bored.

An article was published about the BTK case by the on-line Crime Library. The BTK killer was thought to be dead, jailed, or at some other institution. Robert Beattie, a lawyer in Wichita, set out to write a book about the investigation. He was responsible for renewed interest in the case. In January 2004, the Wichita Eagle
 ran an article about the murders of the Otero family, the BTK killer, and the publication of Robert Beattie’s book. These events stirred Dennis Rader into action. He mailed an envelope to the Wichita Eagle
 from “Bill Thomas Killman” containing three copied photos of Vicki Wegerle taken in 1986 and a copy of her missing driver’s license. He signed it “BTK.” This put BTK back in the spotlight, where he liked to be.

Within a few weeks, on May 5, BTK sent a letter to the studios of KAKE-TV (Wichita ABC station). It contained a lengthy word puzzle made up of columns of letters and 
 a few numbers. The FBI authenticated the letter as being from BTK.

On June 9, Rader taped a package to a stop sign at the corner of First and Kansas. It contained a collection of documents, a letter detailing the grisly murders of the Otero family in 1974, and a sketch of a nude female hanging from a rope.

On July 17, in a book return at the Wichita Public Library, a package was found with the following note:

“I have spotted a female that I think lives alone and/or is a spotted latchkey kid. Just got to work out the details. I’m much older (not feeble) now and have to condition myself carefully. Also my thinking process is not as sharp as it once was . . . I think fall or winter would be just about right for the HIT. Got to do it this year or next! . . . time is running out for me.”

The package also contained the claim that BTK was responsible for the death of a Jake Allen, age 19, in Argonia, Kansas, by luring him to the railroad tracks. This was proven to be untrue.

On October 22, 2004, a UPS worker picking up the contents of the box near the Omni Center at Second and Kansas found a manila envelope which was turned over to the police. It contained an assortment of cards with images pasted on them. There were pictures of children tied up with the bindings across their bodies and faces. It also contained an autobiography written by BTK listing details of his life. He claimed to be fascinated with railroads and usually lived near railroad tracks. Most of the information was proven to be false but it was an attempt to mislead police. The autobiography was made public in an effort to keep the killer communicating (as suggested by the FBI).

Police would take over 1,200 DNA swabs in an effort to match BTK’s DNA found at the scenes.

On December 14, 2004, a package wrapped in white plastic leaning against a tree was found by a man in Murdock 
 Park, who took it home and opened it. It contained a “PJ” doll with a plastic bag tied over the head, hands tied behind its back, feet bound together. Nancy Fox’s driver’s license was tied to the feet. The box and its contents were turned over to police.

On January 1, 2005, Dennis Rader was officially president of his church council. Eight days later, he placed a Special K cereal box in the back of a pickup truck at Home Depot on North Woodlawn. On it was written “BTK” and “bomb.” The truck belonged to a Home Depot employee. The employee put the cereal box in the trash at home, but forgot to put it to the curb on trash pickup day. Police received a postcard from BTK which tipped them off about Home Depot. On January 25, the police were at Home Depot. The employee retrieved the box for the police and the police looking through surveillance tapes found a man putting the box in the back of the pickup. They had just got their first look at the BTK; unfortunately, the image was too far away and blurry to get a good look of the man. They were able to measure the wheelbase of BTK’s black vehicle and determined that it was a Jeep Cherokee. Information from the box told about some “PJs” and possible victims, along with false information. BTK asked a question—if he put his writings on a computer disc would it be traceable to a specific computer? Their response, posted to “Rex” in the Wichita Eagle
 classified ads under Miscellaneous, as BTK directed them, told him that it was not possible (but it was definitely possible).

There were more cereal boxes and postcards, some containing information both good and bad, one containing a doll hanging from a plumbing fixture, and a response to the computer disc answer posted in the Wichita Eagle
 . On February 16, a box arrived at the studios of KSAS-TV. It contained a letter, a piece of jewelry, and a purple floppy disc. The items were turned over to the police. The police quickly learned software on it was from the Christ Lutheran 
 Church in Wichita and the name “Dennis”. A search on the internet revealed that the church’s current president was Dennis Rader, who was placed under surveillance. A subpoena for a DNA sample from Rader’s daughter, Kerri, was obtained. The DNA was a match to the DNA found in semen left by BTK. The case was solved!

Dennis Lynn Rader was arrested as he drove home for lunch on February 25, 2005. Rader pleaded guilty to all of the charges on June 27, 2005. Because Kansas had no death penalty when these murders were committed, Dennis Rader was sentenced to ten consecutive life sentences. He is presently serving his sentence at the Eldorado Correctional Facility in Oswego, Kansas.


Budapest Serial Killer
 is a man known only as Nandor E
 ., a young man, age 27, who murdered four shop owners/assistants and wounded another shortly before closing time between January 7 and February 4, 1998, in Budapest, Hungary. All were shot at point-blank range and the same gun was used in at least three of the murders.

Nandor E. had received psychiatric treatment for trauma caused by a bomb attack while fighting near Vukovar in Croatia. He deserted from the Yugoslav army in 1991. Four people were murdered in three shops in apparent robberies. Two of the victims were women. All were shot with the same 6.35mm (.25 US) caliber weapon. This man had been convicted of a series of armed robberies in Budapest in 1994. He has confessed to two of the murders.

No further information has been found.


Bueno, Abraao Jose
 (b. November 30, 1976) was a nurse in Brazil who murdered at least four children by injecting them with overdoses of sedative and attempted the murder of at least four more in a hospital in Rio de Janeiro in 2005. He was found guilty in May 2008 and sentenced to a total of 110 years in prison
 .


Bunday, Thomas Richard
 (September 28, 1948 – March 15, 1983) was a serial killer in Alaska during 1980-81. Stationed at Eielson Air Force Base in the late 1970s and early 1980s, Technical Sergeant Thomas Richard Bunday (who preferred to be called Richard) was an electrical expert. Bunday was married and had children. A special agent in Eielson’s Office of Special Investigations described Bunday as having demonstrated “inappropriate behavior and disrespect for female co-workers.”

On August 29, 1979, Glinda Sodeman, age 19 and daughter of an Alaska State Trooper, disappeared near her home. A recent newlywed, she appeared to have no reason to leave of her own accord. Her body was discovered in October at a gravel pit near Moose Creek. She had been shot in the face. Her body was too decomposed to determine if she had been raped. Investigators questioned her husband, but he was cleared.

On June 11, 1980, Doris Oehring, age 11, was seen by her older brother, Thomas, sitting on her bicycle at the side of the road talking to a stranger dressed in blue and in a blue car. On June 13, Doris disappeared. Her bicycle was found two days later. It had been hidden in the bushes on a road near her home in North Pole, a suburb of Fairbanks. A witness had seen a small bluish car come racing out of a turnout about the same time that Doris went missing. Thomas was able to give a description of the man he had seen two days before, and a composite sketch was made and distributed to area police agencies and news media. Since the man was dressed in blue, which could have been an Air Force uniform, state troopers asked for help from the officials at Eielson Air Force Base in locating the blue car. They furnished the investigators with a list of 550 names. Bunday’s name was on the list, but he was one of 550. He lived a few miles from where Glinda Sodeman’s body was found
 .

On January 31, 1981, Marlene Peters, age 20, was reported missing by her family after she failed to appear in Anchorage to visit with her father who had cancer. She was last seen in downtown Fairbanks trying to hitchhike to Anchorage, some 300 miles south. She was considered a routine missing person by the investigator assigned to her case. Marlene’s body was found in May on Johnson Road. She had been strangled and her face had been destroyed by blasts from a shotgun.

In early March 1981, Wendy Wilson, age 16, disappeared. She was seen hitchhiking in Moose Creek and had been given a ride by someone in a blue pickup. Wendy’s body was found three days later near Johnson Road about 32 miles south of Fairbanks, about two miles from where Marlene Peters body was found. She had been strangled and shot in the face with a shotgun. The police were beginning to suspect that they might have a serial killer in their midst. May 16, 1981, Lori King was reported missing, having last been seen in Fairbanks. Her body was found in a wooded area of Johnson Road on September 2 by four airmen who were rabbit hunting. She too had been strangled and shot in the face by a shotgun.

Then the killings stopped. The killer either was in prison, dead, or had moved away from the area. Investigators contacted the Air Force for a list of persons who had transferred since the Lori King murder and to report any murders similar to the ones being investigated. The list came from the Air Force and it contained the name of Thomas Richard Bunday, who had transferred to Sheppard Air Force Base, near Wichita Falls, Texas, on September 9, 1981. Recently, there had been a report of a murder very much like those in Alaska. Meanwhile, Bunday had been identified by Thomas Oehring as the man he had seen his sister Doris talking to.

On March 7, 1983, investigators McCann and Stockard flew to Texas and, working with Texas officials, federal 
 officials, and the Air Force Office of Special Investigations, they set up in a local hotel and called Bunday to drop by. Bunday came to the hotel twice before the investigators obtained a search warrant to search his home and vehicles. They obtained bags of material, including ammunition of the type used in the murders, newspaper articles of the murders in Fairbanks, and photos of young girls. Bunday agreed to meet with them the next day at 9:00 a.m.

Bunday arrived at 8:00 instead. He would not enter the room, but stood in the doorway and admitted to murdering five women in Alaska, including Doris Oehring. He told them that her body could be found in a remote area of Eielson Air Force Base. When he realized that he was being recorded, he started to leave, but the investigators got him to agree to come back the following morning, which would give the investigators time to get warrants for his arrest.

Bunday was a no show. The investigators phoned his wife who told them that he was out somewhere riding his motorcycle. During a rainstorm, Bunday stopped under an overpass and placed the business cards from McCann and Stockard on a rock, then went on down the highway until he spotted a 12-wheel dump truck. Bunday swerved across the centerline and sped directly toward the truck. The truck driver realized what was going to happen and swerved away to avoid a collision, but Bunday appeared to have chased him across the road and smashed into the truck just behind the cab. He was killed instantly; his death was ruled a suicide.

[image: ]


Bundy, Theodore (Ted)


Bundy, Theodore Robert
 (November 24, 1946 – January 24, 1989) aka Ted
 was a serial killer who eventually confessed to over 30 murders in the states of Colorado, 
 Florida, Idaho, Oregon, Utah, and Washington during the mid to late 1970s. Typically, Bundy would bludgeon his victims to get control, then he would rape them and strangle them to death, or he would murder them and rape their dead bodies. It is thought that he may have murdered many more than 30. It is not known exactly when he began his murderous ways.

Bundy was born Theodore Robert Cowell to Eleanor Louise Cowell at a home for unwed mothers in Burlington, Vermont. He was claimed by his grandparents as their son to avoid the social stigma of being a bastard and was led to believe his mother was his older sister. In 1951, after moving to Tacoma, Washington, Louise met Johnny Culpepper Bundy at the First Methodist Church on an adult singles’ night. They were soon married and Johnny adopted Ted. Ted became Theodore Robert Bundy, a name that will forever be infamous.

Ted was a shy and introverted high school and college student. He said that he had no natural sense of how to get along with others, did not know what made things tick, did not know what made people want to be friends, did not know what made people attractive to each other and did not understand social interactions. Bundy was a thief and shoplifter by the time he left high school. He stole skis and equipment and forged ski-lift tickets to support his love of skiing.

Having been awarded a scholarship by the University of Puget Sound, he took courses in psychology and Oriental studies. He transferred to the University of Washington at Seattle and continued his study of psychology. He held jobs as a grocery bagger and stocker at a local Safeway store, as well as other odd jobs, never holding a job longer than a few months. While working at these jobs, he was never caught stealing, but some of his employers were suspicious. As part of his course in psychology, he was a night-shift volunteer at Seattle’s Suicide Hot Line. It was there he met 
 former police officer and crime writer Ann Rule, author of The Stranger Beside Me
 and numerous other works. While at UW, he began a relationship with a young fellow student. Fed up with what she described as Ted’s immaturity and lack of ambition, she ended the relationship when she graduated in 1968 and returned to California.

Ted was devastated and soon dropped out of college. He decided to visit his birthplace of Burlington, Vermont. It was there he discovered the truth about his parentage when he visited the local records office.

Back in Seattle, he became a better-focused and dominant person. By 1968, he managed the Seattle office of Nelson Rockefeller’s presidential campaign and attended the 1968 Republican National Convention in Miami, Florida. He went back to the University of Washington at Seattle as a psychology major. He became an honors student and graduated in 1972 with a degree in psychology. He soon returned to work for the Washington State Republican Party. In 1973, Bundy enrolled in the Law School at the University of Puget Sound, but he did poorly and finally dropped out in the spring of 1974.

Before his execution in 1989, he told his lawyer that his first attempt to kidnap a young woman was in 1969 and that his first murder was in 1972. His earliest known murder was committed in 1974.

On January 4, 1974, Bundy entered the basement bedroom of an 18-year-old UW student, bludgeoned her with a metal rod, and sexually assaulted her. She was found the next morning lying in a pool of blood. She survived, but lay in a coma for 10 days. On February 1, 1974, Bundy broke into the room of Lynda Ann Healy, knocked her unconscious, dressed her in jeans and a shirt, wrapped her in a sheet, and carried her away. From that point, female college students began disappearing at the rate of about one per month for the next five months
 .

On March 12, Donna Gail Manson disappeared. She was a 19-year-old student at Evergreen State College in Olympia. On April 17, Susan Rancourt, a student at Central Washington State College in Ellensburg, disappeared. Kathy Parks was the next to disappear. She was last seen on the campus of Oregon State University in Corvallis, Oregon, on May 6, 1974. Witnesses reported seeing a man with his arm in a sling asking for help to carry a load of books to his Volkswagen Beetle. On June 1, Brenda Ball was last seen leaving the Flame Tavern in Burien. She was not a college student. On June 11, Georgeann Hawkins, a student at UW, was last seen walking from her boyfriend’s dormitory residence to her Kappa Alpha Theta sorority house. Witnesses reported seeing a man with a leg cast struggling to carry a briefcase and asked one female witness for her help in carrying the briefcase to his Beetle. Fortunately for her, she declined.

On July 14, 1974, Janice Ott and Denise Naslund disappeared from a crowded beach at Lake Sammamish State Park in Issaquah. These were the first daytime abductions. Eight different people told the investigating officers about the handsome young man with his left arm in a sling asking for help unloading a sailboat from his Volkswagen Beetle. His name was “Ted”. One of them went with Ted as far as his car and when she saw there was no sailboat, she declined to go any farther with him. Three of the witnesses reported seeing him approach Janice Ott and saw her walk away from the beach in his company. She was never seen again. The police now had a description of both the suspect and the car. Soon flyers were up all over Seattle. After seeing the flyers with the sketch and description of the suspect and his car, the police received calls from Bundy’s girlfriend, one of his psychology professors at UW, and former co-worker Ann Rule, all reporting him as a possible suspect
 .

On August 2, 1974, Carol Valenzuela, age 18, disappeared while hitchhiking from the Camas, Washington, area. Her body was found on October 12, 1974, in a shallow grave in the Dole Valley area of Clark County. It was determined she died of suffocation. She was originally thought to be a victim of serial killer Warren Leslie Forrest, along with an unidentified female found within 100 yards of Valenzuela on the same day. The unidentified female was determined to have been murdered by Forrest.

On September 7, 1974, two hunters found the fragmented remains of Janice Ott and Denise Naslund just off I-94 near Issaquah about one mile from the park. Also found were an extra femur and vertebrae identified as coming from Georgeann Hawkins. Between March 1 and 3, 1975, the skulls and mandibles of Lynda Ann Healy, Susan Rancourt, Kathy Parks, and Brenda Ball were found on Taylor Mountain, where Bundy frequently hiked, just east of Issaquah. Bundy claimed later that he also dumped Donna Manson’s body there, but she has never been found.

Near the end of summer 1974, Bundy moved to Salt Lake City and enrolled in the University of Utah Law School. He reportedly became a member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. He did not practice many of the church’s teachings. He quickly resumed murdering, which is a sin in all Christian religions. On September 2, he picked up a hitchhiker in Idaho whom he raped and murdered. Her remains have never been found. On October 2, Nancy Wilcox disappeared. Bundy said that he spotted her walking down a dark street in Holladay, Utah; he attacked her, dragged her into a wooded area, then strangled her to death. Bundy claimed that he was only looking for a victim to rape but not to murder and he strangled her in an effort to quiet her screams.

On October 18, Melissa Smith, 17 years old and the daughter of the police chief of Midvale, Utah, disappeared. Her raped, sodomized, and strangled body was found nine 
 days later. Just two weeks later, on October 31, Laura Aime, age 17, disappeared after she left a Halloween party in Lehi, Utah. On Thanksgiving Day, a group of hikers found her beaten and strangled body on the banks of a river in American Fork Canyon.

Carol DaRonch must have had her guardian angel looking out for her when she met “Officer Roseland” of the Murray Police Department (aka Ted Bundy). He approached her at Fashion Place Mall in Murray, Utah, on November 8. He told her that someone had tried to break into her car and asked her to accompany him to the police station. On the short drive, suddenly Bundy pulled off on the shoulder and attempted to handcuff her. Carol struggled with him, and he fastened both handcuffs on the same wrist. He then pulled out a crowbar and swung, but Carol caught it in the air before it struck her. She opened the car door and tumbled out onto the highway, escaping death. A short time later, a man showed up at Viewmont High School in Bountiful, Utah, during a drama club play in the auditorium, asking the drama teacher and a student to come out to the parking lot to identify a car. Luckily for them, they both refused. Debbie Kent, age 17, was not so lucky. She left the school at intermission to pick up her brother. She was never seen again. The drama teacher did see the man again near the end of the play. He was breathing hard, his hair was mussed, and his shirt was untucked. Investigators found a small key in the parking lot of Viewmont High. It unlocked the handcuffs Ted had put on Carol DaRonch.

In 1975, the murders shifted from Utah to Colorado, even though Bundy was still attending classes at the University of Utah. On January 12, Caryn Campbell disappeared from Snowmass, Colorado, where she had been vacationing with her fiancé and his children. She disappeared within a span of 50 feet from the elevator and the door to their room at the Wildwood Inn. On February 17, her body was found along a dirt road just outside of Snowmass. On March 15, 
 Vail ski instructor Julie Cunningham disappeared. Bundy later told investigators that he used crutches to approach her and ask her help to carry some ski boots to his car. When they reached the car, Bundy hit her with his crowbar, then immobilized her with handcuffs and later strangled her to death. On April 6, Denise Oliverson disappeared from Grand Junction. Her bike was found under a freeway overpass.

In May, the scene shifted to Pocatello, Idaho, 12-year-old Lynette Culver was lured away from her junior high school and taken to the Holiday Inn where Bundy was staying. There he raped and drowned her.

On June 28, back in Utah, Susan Curtis disappeared from the campus of Brigham Young University. Bundy confessed to this murder just minutes before his execution. The bodies of Nancy Wilcox, Debby Kent, Julie Cunningham, Denise Oliverson, Lynette Culver, and Susan Curtis were never found.

Back in the state of Washington, investigators were attempting to weed out names from their long list of possible suspects in the string of murders and used computers to cross-check suspects against each other, owners of Volkswagens, who turned up on more than one list, people whose names had been given to the police, etc. Theodore Robert Bundy was one of 25 people who showed up on four separate lists. His case file was next in line in the “To Be Investigated” stack when they learned that Utah had made an arrest.

In Granger, a suburb of Salt Lake City, Bundy had been arrested on August 16, 1975, for failure to stop for a police officer. In searching his Volkswagen car, the officer found a ski mask, a mask made of pantyhose, a crowbar, handcuffs, trash bags, a coil of rope, an ice pick, and other items considered by police to be burglary tools. Utah detective Jerry Thompson connected Ted and his Volkswagen to the Carol DaRonch kidnapping and the missing girls. A search 
 of his apartment turned up a guide to Colorado ski resorts with a checkmark by the Wildwood Inn where Caryn Campbell disappeared, and a brochure that advertised the play in Bountiful, Utah, at Viewmont High School where Debby Kent disappeared. The police then brought Bundy in for a lineup for DaRonch and the Bountiful witnesses. Carol identified him as “Officer Roseland” and the others identified him as the man lurking at Viewmont High School the night Debby disappeared.

Bundy was convicted of kidnapping Carol DaRonch on March 1, 1976, and sentenced to 15 years in Utah State Prison. He was then extradited to Colorado to stand trial for On June 7, 1977, at the Pitkin County Courthouse in Aspen, Bundy was taken to the courthouse’s law library during a recess. Secure behind the large stacks from the eyes of the officer standing guard at the door, he jumped out the second-story window and escaped. He sprained his ankle in the jump, but still managed to run for a short distance and stroll through the town and up to the top of Aspen Mountain, where he rested for two days in a deserted hunting cabin. He lost his sense of direction and never made it to his planned destination of Crested Butte. He actually talked his way past one of the gun-carrying searchers on Aspen Mountain. On June 13, he stole a car at one of the cabins on the mountain. He drove back into Aspen and would have gotten away, but two deputies noticed the Cadillac with dimmed headlights weaving in and out of traffic and pulled him over. They instantly recognized him and took him back to jail.

He was held at the Garfield County jail awaiting trial. There, he came up with a new escape plan. He acquired a hacksaw blade, he claimed from another prisoner, and $500 cash from visiting friends. He managed to saw through the welds on a small metal plate in the ceiling. He dieted to lose weight until he would fit through the ceiling hole. Two weeks before Christmas, the short-time prisoners had all been sent home; he was the only prisoner left at the jail, 
 and they did not check on him very often. He made several treks through the narrow space between the ceiling and the roof looking for a good exit. He finally found one. There was a hole in the plasterboard in the closet of jailer Bob Morrison’s apartment. He was able to overhear Bob and his wife discussing seeing a movie after dinner. He waited and fretted. He believed that they were aware of his plan and this was a guise to make him believe that he could indeed make his escape. Finally, after some 30 minutes, he heard the Morrisons leave the apartment. He knew that the guards would not miss him until lunch the next day, since he did not eat breakfast, claiming that it tended to make him ill. He was packed and ready to go. He made his way back to his cell, piled all of the things in his bed he did not need, making it look like he was in his bed. He put on warm clothes, grabbed his bag, and made his way back to the hole above the closet, dropped down into the apartment, and made his escape on December 30, 1977.

Bundy stole an MG and drove into the mountains on I-70 where it stalled. He was now on foot in the mountains on a bitterly cold, snowy Colorado night. Another driver gave him a ride into Vail. He caught a bus to Denver where he took a TWA morning flight to Chicago. By the time the officers at the Glenwood Springs jail realized he had escaped (about noon on December 31, some 17 hours later), Bundy was in Chicago.

From Chicago, Bundy traveled by Amtrak train to Ann Arbor, Michigan, and stayed at the YMCA. At a bar on January 2, 1978, he watched the University of Washington Huskies (his alma mater) beat Michigan in the Rose Bowl. Unable to adjust to the bitterly cold weather of Michigan, Bundy stole a car and drove south. It broke down in Atlanta, Georgia. Bundy then took a bus to Tallahassee, Florida, where he rented a room in a boarding house under the name of “Chris Hagen”. He supported himself by shoplifting and purse snatching. He grew a mustache and when he went 
 out he drew a mole on his right cheek in a feeble attempt at disguise. He tried to find work on a construction site, but when asked for identification, he turned and walked away.

At about 3:00 a.m., on January 14, 1978, Bundy entered the Chi Omega sorority house on the grounds of Florida State University. Using a limb from an oak tree, Bundy bludgeoned Lisa Levy and Margaret Bowman, then strangled both of them. He sexually assaulted Lisa Levy. He also entered the room of Karen Chandler and Kathy Kleiner, where he bludgeoned and severely injured both of them. His last act that night was breaking into a home a few blocks away, where he bludgeoned and severely injured Cheryl Thomas, another Florida State University student.

On February 8, Bundy stole a van from the FSU Audio-Visual Department and drove to Tallahassee where he attempted to abduct a 14-year-old girl, but her older brother arrived and Bundy drove away to Lake City. The following day, he abducted 12-year-old Kimberly Leach from the Lake City Junior High School. He raped and murdered Kimberly and threw her body under a small pig shed.

On February 12, Bundy stole a Volkswagen Beetle and left Tallahassee driving west. On February 15, in the early morning hours, he was pulled over by a Pensacola police officer, David Lee. When running a check on the vehicle, the VW came back as stolen. There was a scuffle, but Officer Lee managed to subdue Bundy and cuffed him. On the way to the local jail, Bundy remarked, “I wish you had killed me.” At this point, no one was aware that Officer Lee had captured the “most wanted” man in America.

The following day, positive fingerprint identification was made—Officer David Lee had arrested Ted Bundy. Bundy was immediately transported to Tallahassee, where he was soon charged with the murders of Lisa Levy and Margaret Bowman. He was later charged with the murder of Kimberly Leach
 .

In June 1979, Bundy went on trial in Miami for the murders of Lisa Levy and Margaret Bowman in Miami (moved from Tallahassee by a change of venue). Even though he had five court-appointed attorneys, Bundy insisted that he act as his own attorney. The prosecution presented two crucial pieces of evidence. First, Nita Neary, whose residence was the Chi Omega sorority house, arrived back at the house just as Bundy was leaving and she identified him in court. Second, in a sexual frenzy, he had bitten Lisa Levy’s left buttock, leaving obvious bite marks. Plaster casts were made of Bundy’s teeth and a forensics expert matched them to the bite marks. Bundy was convicted and sentenced to death.

In Orlando, in January 1980, Bundy went on trial for the murder of Kimberly Leach. On February 7, he was again convicted, this time for Kimberly Leach’s murder and was sentenced to death.

Bundy used the appeals process of the United States court system to exhaustion. During this time, he was also talking to people from the FBI (Robert Kessler and William Hagmaier) and King County homicide detective Bob Keppel, whom he offered to assist in the ongoing search for the Green River Killer. He confessed to murders in Washington, Idaho, Utah, and Colorado.

Finally, his time was up. At 7:06 a.m. on January 24, 1989, Theodore Robert “Ted” Bundy was electrocuted by the State of Florida.


Burns, Robert Francis
 (c. 1840 – September 25, 1883) was born in Limerick, Ireland. It is believed that he murdered at least eight people in the colonies of Victoria, New South Wales, and South Australia.

In 1962, Burns was convicted of stealing in Ireland, sentenced to ten years in prison, and shipped off to Western Australia to serve his time. He then moved to the colony of Victoria and worked as a farm laborer. He made friends with the other workers and convinced some to draw out their 
 life savings before murdering them. His favorite method of killing his victims was to hit them in the head with a hammer or tomahawk. The victims were found headless and naked.

The body of a man was found on July 1, 1880 in a bush near Wickliffe, Victoria. The top of the victim’s head had been obliterated by a blow from a hammer. He was buried without being identified. Constable McCracken kept the clothes and empty purse.

Burns was charged with the murder of Charles Forbes at Deep End. Forbes’ remains (naked and headless) were found near a mineshaft. Burns was acquitted of the Forbes murder due to lack of evidence.

The unidentified remains buried in potter’s field were identified as Michael Quinlivan. Quinlivan had been robbed of £80 before he was murdered. McCracken realized that Burns matched the description of the killer and arrested him. Burns was charged with Quinlivan’s murder, convicted, and sentenced to death. As he was being pinioned for his execution, he confessed that he was responsible for eight murders. He was hanged at Ararat Gaol in the presence of about 30 witnesses on September 25, 1883.


Burrows, Albert Edward
 (1871 – August 8, 1923) was married and in debt when he took Hannah Calladine, age 28, as his mistress. Hannah was the mother of a daughter, age 4. Burrows and Hannah had a son later that same year. He moved Hannah into his home in Glossop, Derbyshire, England. His wife took exception, moved out, and sued Burrows for maintenance, which put him deeper in debt.

Shortly afterward, on January 11, 1920, Burrows took Hannah and their son for an outing on Symmondley Moor, where he murdered them both and threw their bodies down a mineshaft. The following day, he murdered Hannah’s daughter and disposed of her down the same mineshaft. 
 Burrows wrote to Hannah’s mother for the next three years, pretending Hannah was still alive.

In 1923 a boy, age 4, was reported missing after having last been seen with Burrows. Burrows confessed after some questioning and took the police to the mineshaft where the boy’s sexually-assaulted body was found. The police also found the skeletons of Hannah and her two children. The jury took all of 11 minutes to find him guilty of the four murders. He was hanged on August 8, 1923, at Nottingham Prison.


Burtsev, Roman
 (b. April 13, 1971) was born to a family of alcoholics in the Russian town of Kamensk-Shakhtinsky. He became a serial killer in Rostov-on-Don (the same general location as the cannibal serial killer Andrei Chikatilo) who murdered at least six children. He was arrested in July 1996 and confessed to the killings. He said that he murdered the children because he was afraid they would “tell” and he would be punished for his sex crimes. He told the police that he often felt remorse and had donated 5,000 rubles ($68 US) for the funeral of a 12-year-old girl whom he had murdered. He was sentenced to death by the courts, but the sentence was changed to life in prison. He is incarcerated in the White Swan Federal Penitentiary in Solikamsk, Russia.


Bush, Jason
 (b. August 11, 1974), an alleged white supremacist from Meadowview, Arizona, was convicted of a double murder and is a suspected serial killer.

On May 30, 2009, Bush, along with girlfriend Forde, Shawna
 (b. December 6, 1967), the founder of Minutemen American Defense, a militant group formed supposedly to keep America safe from “illegals,” entered the home of Raul Flores in Arivaca, Arizona, and murdered Raul and his 9-year-old daughter, Brisenia, who pleaded for her life. Gina Gonzalez, Raul’s wife, was gravely injured but survived by 
 playing dead. The motive of the attack was to steal drugs and money to fund Forde’s vigilante activities. When Bush left and then re-entered, Gina shot him in the leg with her husband’s gun. Bush and Shawna were arrested a few days later at Forde’s house in northern Arizona. Bush quickly lost his bravado and confessed to the Flores killings. He later recanted his confession and pleaded not guilty. Gina Gonzalez was the prosecutor’s star witness. Bush was convicted and sentenced to death. Shawna Forde was also tried for these murders. She was convicted and likewise sentenced to death.

Both are sitting on death row in Arizona State Prison, Florence, Arizona.
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Butcher of Berlin

Grossman, Georg Karl


Butcher of Berlin/Beast of the Railway Station
 aka Grossman, Georg Karl/Grossmann, Carl Frederick Wilhelm
 (December 13, 1863 – July 5, 1921) was a German serial killer. He was arrested when police in Berlin answered a call from neighbors reporting screams and banging noises coming from Grossmann’s apartment. The police found the body of a young woman on the bed. She had been murdered just moments before they arrived. Grossman was arrested and jailed.

During their investigation, authorities found that many women who appeared destitute entered Grossman’s apartment, but few left. It was also learned that during World War I, Grossmann sold meat on the black market and had a hot-dog stand at the nearby train station. It is believed that the meat came from the remains of his victims. How many people did Grossman murder and mutilate? It will never be known. Grossman committed suicide while 
 awaiting execution, on July 5, 1922, by hanging himself in his cell. The suspected number of his victims ranges from 26 to more than 50.


Butcher of Hanover/Hanover Werewolf
 aka Haarmann, Friedrich Heinrich
 (October 25, 1879 – April 15, 1925) was born the sixth child of poor parents. He was a quiet child who preferred his sisters’ toys to sports or boys’ things. At age 16, he was enrolled in a military academy, but after one year, he was discharged due to seizures. He returned to Hanover and obtained work at a cigar factory. Arrested in 1898 for molesting children, he was sent to a mental institution. He escaped after six months and went to Switzerland. He returned to Germany about two years later and again enlisted in the military, but under an assumed name. In 1902, again he was discharged for medical reasons. Although he was given a full military pension, he lived the life of a petty thief, burglar, con artist, and serial killer. He was arrested, convicted of thefts and frauds, and sent to prison in 1914. He was released in 1918, became a police informant, and turned to murder.

In September 1918, he murdered his first victim, Friedel Rothe, age 17. During the investigation, Haarmann was found in his apartment with a semi-naked teenage boy. He was charged with sexual assault and sentenced to nine months in prison. When he was released, he found a lover, Hans Grans, and they moved in together.

In the space of six years, Haarmann murdered at least 24 young men and boys, and was suspected of three more. His victims ranged in age from 13 to 22. They were commuters, runaways, and a few male prostitutes. He lured them away from the street or the railway station and murdered them by biting through their throats. His victims were dismembered before disposal and most were thrown into the River Leine. Their possessions were either kept by Haarmann or Grans, or sold on the black market. It was rumored that Haarmann 
 sold the meat from the bodies as canned pork, although there is no evidence to support this rumor.

In May and June 1924, numerous human bones washed up downstream from Haarmann’s dumping area. The police decided to drag the river. They found more than 500 human bones, which were determined to be from at least 22 individuals. Haarmann was immediately suspected because he had convictions for molesting children and was the suspect in the disappearance of Friedel Rothe in 1918. He was arrested on June 22, 1924, after he was observed trying to lure a boy away from the railway station. His apartment was searched and the police not only found heavily bloodstained walls, but also clothing and the personal possessions of several missing men/boys. After confessing to the murders which began in 1918, he was asked how many he had killed. He replied, “somewhere between 50 and 70.” The police could only connect him to the disappearance and murders of 27. Haarmann told police that although he had urged Grans to kill two of the victims so he could have their clothes and possessions, he was not involved in the murders.

On December 19, 1924, Friedrich Haarmann was convicted of 24 of the 27 murders and sentenced to death. On April 15, 1925, he was executed by the guillotine in Hanover, Germany.


Butcher of Hooshiarpore
 aka Sharafudin
 was a killer in India in the 1950s and ‘60s who, during his acts of robberies, poisoned as many as 100 people and killed at least 14. He escaped authorities and disappeared. His nickname probably comes from the area of the robberies/murders. He was never captured.


Butcher of Niebuszewo
 aka Cyppek, Jozef
 (August 20, 1895 – November 3, 1952) was born in Opole, Poland. He was working as a locksmith on the railroad when he 
 was drafted into the Polish army during World War I. He lost a leg during the war, spent two years in hospitals, and subsequently joined the German Communist Party. He was a small man, 5’2”, but he was stocky, with a good build and huge hands.

In 1952, he moved to Szczecin and had a flat on the ground floor at Wilsona 7 (today known as Niemierzynska). Cyppek worked as a driver. He spoke excellent German and had a Swastika tattoo under his arm. He lived with a young blond man whom he claimed was his son, but after a few days the boy was not seen again.

On September 11, 1952, he lured his neighbor, Irena Jarosz, to his flat and hit her on the head with a hammer. Irena had a standing appointment with Zofia S., a colleague from work who arrived at the scheduled time but could not find Irena. Zofia could hear Irena’s 7-month-old son crying. She found him in his crib and stayed with him for about two hours until Irena’s husband returned from work.

The husband inquired of all the neighbors, including Cyppek, if they had seen Irena, but no one had. Besides Irena being missing there were other things also missing—blankets, quilts, sheets, a suit, and a watch. At Cyppek’s flat Irena’s husband saw her dress and eiderdown quilt. He reported this to the militia but when they arrived, Cyppek could not be found. They waited until his return from the cinema and then entered his flat. There in plain sight was Irena’s corpse on the couch with her head, arms, and legs cut off. They found her hands and one thigh in a closet and her guts in a bucket under the window. In the kitchen there were still traces of blood on the sink, chairs, door, and floor. Cyppek had made an attempt to clean up the blood but was not very successful. They found her heart and liver on plates and other bits and pieces scattered here and there.

Cyppek admitted to drowning Irena in nearby Lake Rusalka. He told the militia that he wanted to sleep with Irena but she refused, so he killed her. When asked why 
 he cut her into pieces, he said that he wanted to take her away in pieces. In Cyppek’s flat they also found clothes of women but none belonging to Irena. They found women’s shoes, panties, and children’s clothes.

The attendant at the cinema told the militia that Cyppek was often there with children who had no money for the cinema. He would give them the money and they would go with Cyppek, never to be seen again. It was thought by many that he killed the children, dismembered the bodies, and processed the flesh for edible products, which he sold at the nearby bazaar.

Jozef Cyppek’s trial lasted only a few days. He was sentenced to death for the murder of Irena Jarosz and executed on November 3, 1952.


Butcher of St. Eustache
 aka Archambault, Serge
 (c. 1955) was a serial killer who operated in the Montreal, Quebec area of Canada in the late 1980s and early 1990s. In 1989, a woman was found dead—bound, gagged, and shot in the head—by her husband when he returned from work. There was absolutely no evidence of any kind, no sexual assault, and no theft, nothing for the police to work with. The case went cold.

In 1992, the police were called to a crime scene very similar to the scene from three years earlier. This time, the killer made a mistake. He took the victim’s bank card, which was traced to a convenience store. By matching the security camera film to the bank records, the police had an image of their prime suspect who they quickly located and arrested. The man, Serge Archambault, admitted to both murders and admitted to another murder of a woman who had gone missing seven years before. He was charged with three counts of first-degree murder and ordered to undergo a psychological evaluation at the Pinel Psychiatric Institute. He was assessed as being mentally fit to stand trial. He was sentenced to a 25-year life sentence without the possibility 
 of parole. On November 17, 2017, he became eligible for parole but did not appear for his hearing.


Butler, Eugene
 (1849 – October 22, 1913) was known for being a recluse, paranoid, and somewhat insane. The only people he ever spoke to were his farm hands. What he wasn’t known for was being a serial killer, at least not until about two years after his death.

Butler was born and raised just outside Niagara, North Dakota. He hired young men to work his farm. In 1906, he was declared insane and sent to an asylum at Jamestown, North Dakota, where he died in 1913. Some two years later, a routine excavation of his home revealed six skeletons unearthed from their shallow graves beneath the floor. All of the victims were male, five were adults, and one was a young man about 15 – 18 years old. Each had been killed by crushing blows to the skull. These homicides took place over an estimated four or five years before Butler’s confinement to the asylum. No motive is known for these killings. It died with Eugene Butler.


Butorac, Davey Mato
 (b. 1978) is a murderer and suspected serial killer in British Columbia, Canada. Two prostitutes were found murdered within four months of each other in 2007, but they were found in different cities. The modus operandi was the same.

On March 13, 2007, Gwendolyn Lawton was found in Abbotsford where her body had been dumped down an embankment. Torrential rains had washed away any evidence and investigators had no leads.

On July 7, 2007, Sheryl Lynn Koroll’s body was found in Langley, dumped at the Mufford Crescent concrete plant where the killer was not as lucky. Surveillance footage at the concrete plant showed the driver getting out of an older model white Chevy Cavalier, taking something from the trunk, and then driving away. The vehicle returned a 
 short time later, the driver got out, stepped out of view of the camera, then got back in the car and drove away. The surveillance tape definitely showed a luggage rack on the trunk. There were also shoe impressions which turned out to be from a unique “Van” shoe. The victim’s wrist and the ground showed distinctive tire marks, which were found to be from a BF Goodrich tire. Police narrowed down the two-door Chevy Cavalier as one made between 1988 and 1994, white in color, with a sunroof and luggage rack. Investigators obtained a list of 60 to 70 white Chevy Cavaliers matching the description.

Several different teams of officers set out to interview the registered owners. They were aware they were looking for this vehicle with a BF Goodrich tire. Cpl. Koppand and Cpl. Michaud made their first such check at the home of Davey Butorac. They not only found the car, but Butorac was wearing the distinctive “Van” shoes. He later told police they were his only pair of shoes. Traces of Sheryl Lynn Koroll’s blood were found on the shoes. DNA in the vehicle led police to look at Butorac for the unsolved murder of Gwendolyn Lawton.

In July 2010, Butorac was found guilty of two counts of second-degree murder and sentenced to 18 years in prison without the possibility of parole. He was also charged with a third murder, that of Margaret Redford, whose body had been was found in May 2006, in Bertrand Creek, less than a kilometer from Butorac’s home.


Buttermilk Bastard
 aka Cline, Alfred Leonard
 (March 12, 1888 – August 5, 1948) was an American Bluebeard. He was linked to at least nine homicides between 1930 and 1945. All eight of his wives died shortly after willing their earthly possessions to Cline. Evangelist Rev. Ernest Jones made Cline the heir to $11,000 shortly before his unexpected death
 .

Cline had his murder technique down to perfection. He would insist on a lavish honeymoon, check into a stylish hotel, persuade his bride to drink a glass of buttermilk laced with sedatives, and summon the house physician telling him that his wife was having another “heart attack.” After the physician was satisfied the woman was okay, Cline would then give her a dose of fatal drugs. The doctor was always inclined to issue a death certificate citing “heart failure” as the cause.

Relatives became suspicious after Cline married their relative Delora Krebs, a Chicago widow, and left for the West Coast. Her annuity checks were cashed promptly, but they could never reach her by phone. Cremation of his wives saved Cline from prosecution for murder. He was jailed for forgery, but two surviving poison victims persuaded the court that a maximum sentence was justified. Cline was sentenced to 126 years. On August 5, 1948, Alfred Leonard Cline died of a heart attack at Folsom Prison in Folsom, California.


Bux, Jose Miculax
 (1925 – July 18, 1946) and Macu, Mariano Miculax
 were serial killers from Guatemala. They were convicted of murdering 12 boys between the ages of 10 and 16 and are suspected of more murders. The murders occurred between January and April 1946. The boys were all sexually assaulted and strangled to death with a rope. The first body was found on February 23 and the last on April 25. Mariano Macu was sentenced to 30 years’ hard labor. Jose Miculax Bux was sentenced to death and executed by a firing squad on July 18, 1946.


Buzzard
 aka Stevens, Alan Michael
 (b. 1942) was a transient living in his van in San Marcos who is suspected of four rapes and murders of women in San Diego, California, between 1985 – 1990. He was convicted on October 31, 1990, for the first-degree murder of Cynthia McVey, age 26, 
 whose nude body was found on November 29, 1988, on the side of a road near the Pala Indian Reservation in San Diego County. He was sentenced to 25 years to life.


Bychkov, Alexander Vladimirovich
 (b. April 1, 1988) was born to Irina and Vladimir Bychkov near Belinsky, Penza Oblast, Russia. His brother, Sergei, was born two years later. The boys were forced to work hard in the family vegetable garden, and to work for their neighbors for money. They were also forced to collect scrap metal to sell. If they returned home with no money, they were beaten. The boys also committed petty thefts, but their victims felt sorry for them and they were never charged. Both of the Bychkov parents were alcoholics. Vladimir committed suicide by hanging. According to neighbors, he committed suicide because of his wife’s infidelity.

Sergei was badly beaten in the late 2000s and suffered a brain injury when he was thrown out of the car while it was being driven down the road. Alexander had to leave college to take care of his brother who had survived, but was disabled.

In 2009, Alexander Bychkov began killing elderly men who were alcoholics and homeless. He is believed to have murdered at least 11 old men. The first one he murdered was Yevgeni Zhidkov, age 60, whom he met in a tavern. Zhidkov had come to Belinsky to complete documents he needed to draw a pension. He offered to let Zhidkov sleep at his home that night. After Zhidkov fell asleep, Bychkov stabbed him to death and then dismembered him to make it easier to dispose of the body.

He continued to lure old men who were alcoholics and/or homeless to his home. He killed them with a hammer or knife and then dismembered the corpses. He buried the remains in his backyard or in the city dump. He also murdered the man who suspected him of being the killer and tried to blackmail him
 .

In the Spring of 2010, the first corpse was discovered. By September, two more dismembered bodies had been found. A mentally ill man named Alexander Zhuplov was arrested for these murders on September 19, 2010. He confessed to the three murders and was sent to a mental institution.

Bychkov broke into a hardware store on the night of January 21, 2012, stealing three knives and 9,908 Russian rubles (about $315 US). He was arrested a few days later. In a search of his home, police found a diary in which Bychkov claimed responsibility for 11 murders. He also wrote in the diary that he began to kill after his girlfriend kicked him out of the house. The bodies of two victims named in the diary were never found. He claimed to have eaten the livers, hearts, and muscle of his victims.

Bychkov was diagnosed with mixed personality disorder but declared mentally fit to stand trial. He was convicted of nine murders and the burglary of the hardware store. On March 22, 2013, he was sentenced to life in prison.



Cable, James Ray
 (1949 – December 3, 2013) and Clopton, Phillip
 (c. 1950 – 1990) were serial killers in Kentucky during the 1980s.

In June 1982, Sandra Gail Kellems, who had just celebrated her 18th birthday the day before, was found dead in a vacant lot in Owensboro, Daviess County. In 1986, Oma Marie Bird’s body was found in an alley off Dixie Highway (US 31W & US 60) in Jefferson County, some 100 miles east of Daviess County. In May 1989, Helen Booth’s body was found in Riverside Park in Jefferson County. Cable was an early suspect but the case lingered on. In 1990, Cable and Clopton kidnapped a 15-year-old girl in LaRue County some 95 miles east of Daviess County and 40 miles south of Jefferson County. They kept her chained to a tree and raped her for three weeks. Clopton was shot and killed by the 15-year-old girl when he was left in charge and forgot to chain her. She escaped. The police found a diary kept by 
 Clopton, which implicated Cable in Helen Booth’s murder, although it was not enough to charge him. It would take 15 years and DNA evidence to finally charge Cable in Helen Booth’s death, as well as the murder of Oma Marie Bird. Cable was also charged with the murder of Sandra Gail Kellems in Owensboro.

Cable had been in prison for the 1971 rape of a child under 12 (she was actually only 7) for which he was sentenced to life. He escaped from prison in 1972, was captured and returned to prison, and sentenced to 3 years. He killed a fellow inmate in 1978, was charged with manslaughter, and sentenced to an additional 10 years.

He died at Kentucky’s La Grange Penitentiary on December 3, 2013.


Cabo Bruno
 aka de Oliveira, Florisvaldo
 (November 18, 1958 – September 26, 2012) was a former officer of the Military Police of Sao Paulo State. He was also a Brazilian serial killer who is thought to have committed more than 50 murders, along with other police officers with the same beliefs, during the 1980s on the outskirts of Sao Paulo.

Cabo Bruno was a vigilante who killed for self-perceived justice, but he was not alone. The Sao Paulo Military Police estimated that at least 12 police officers, including a captain and a lieutenant, plus Cabo Bruno were responsible for several executions in the city’s South Zone. People were executed on their appearance alone. Anyone with tattoos was considered a criminal. This group of police officers and Cabo Bruno were referred to as the “corporation”. By the time the investigation began, the “corporation” was being protected by the higher ranks. Eventually there was enough evidence that Cabo Bruno went on trial. He was sentenced to 113 years in prison. He managed to escape from prison three times, the last on May 30, 1991. He was finally detained at the Jose Augusto Cesar Salgado Penitentiary in 
 Tremembe. He claimed to have become an evangelist and preferred not to be called Cabo Bruno.

On August 22, 2012, he was granted his freedom. On September 26, 2012, Cabo Bruno was killed by 18 to 20 shots about 11:30 p.m. as he was returning from a religious service in Aparecida accompanied by relatives. The relatives were unhurt.


Caleffi, Sonya
 (b. July 21, 1970) was born in Como, Italy, and became a serial killer in her early 30s. Sonya Caleffi was a very quiet girl who began to suffer from depression and anorexia nervosa when she was 15.

Beginning in 1990, she began her course study to become a nurse at the Valduce Hospital in Como. She got engaged and six months later was married in 1993 to a carpenter from Cernobbio. They quarreled continuously and were divorced after a year. Between 1993 and 2000, Sonya worked at Valduce Hospital, where she trained in general surgery, endoscopy, and first aid. In 2000, she went to work in first aid at Ospedale Sant’Anna of Como, but in October 2001, she returned to Valduce Hospital. During the next few years, she worked at a rest home, Le Betulle of Appiano Gentile Clinic, nursing home of Albese con Cassano, again at Sant’Anna in the general medicine department, and finally at Manzoni Hospital of Lecco. During the years 2000 and 2004, she tried to commit suicide. On August 4, 2002, she intentionally drove into a wall at Salita Cappuccino in Como. Later in 2002 and 2003-04, she attempted suicide three more times.

It was at Manzoni Hospital that she allegedly killed as many as 18 people. The murders were discovered by the medical director at Manzoni Hospital. Sonya Caleffi was arrested on December 15, 2004. She confessed to six of the murders. On March 10, 2005, she withdrew her confession. In June, she claimed she did not remember killing anyone
 .

On December 14, 2007, Sonya Caleffi was sentenced to 20 years in prison for five murders and two attempted murders.


Caligula
 (12 – 41 CE) aka Gaius Caesar Augustus Germanicus
 was the third son of Germanicus (nephew of Tiberius) and Agrippina the elder. He was given the nickname Caligula or “little sandal” by soldiers in Antium for the miniature versions of the military sandals (caligae) he wore. In his teens, his mother and elder brothers were arrested and died horrible deaths for their plotting the assassination of the praetorian prefect Sejanus. This surely had a profound effect on the young Caligula. Sejanus himself was put to death by the emperor Tiberius in 31 CE. Caligula was invested as a priest also in 31 CE. From the year 32 he lived on the island of Capreae (Capri) in the emperor’s lush residence and was appointed joint heir with Tiberius Gemellus, son of Drusus the Younger. By this time, Tiberius was old but Gemellus was still a child, so it was generally believed that Caligula would become the next emperor. He was tall, with spindly legs and a thin neck. His eyes were sunken but his forehead broad and glowering. He was bald on top and what hair he had on his head was very thin. However, he had a very hairy body. Tiberius died at the age of 77, probably from old age, but there were rumors. Caligula greeted the crowd as their emperor. Upon his return to Rome, the senate bestowed upon him all the powers of the imperial office, declared Tiberius’s will invalid (the child Gemellus would not have joint reign). The army, very loyal to the house of Germanicus, sought to have Caligula as the sole ruler. In October 37, Caligula fell very ill. His popularity was such that his illness caused great concern. But when he recovered, he was no longer the same man. He became totally irrational, experiencing delusions of grandeur, as well as delusions of divinity. He suffered from a chronic inability to sleep, managing a few 
 hours but suffering horrendous nightmares when he did sleep. He often wandered the palace at night awaiting the dawn.

In 38 CE Caligula put to death, without trial, the praetorian prefect Macro, his principal supporter. The young Gemellus was also put to death. Marcus Junius Silanus was compelled to commit suicide. Caligula ordered an altar be built to himself, proposed that statues of himself be erected in synagogues, introduced heavy taxation to pay for his expenditures, created a new tax on prostitutes, and is thought to have opened a brothel in a wing of the imperial palace. In 30 CE, Caligula announced the revival of the treason trials, which were the bloodthirsty trials that had caused terror in the latter years of Tiberius’ reign. He kept his favorite racehorse inside the palace in a stable built of carved ivory and had him dressed in purple blankets and collars of precious stones. The horse was invited to dine with the emperor.

In September 9, Caligula set out for Germany accompanied by a strong detachment of the Praetorian Guard and his sisters Julia Agrippina and Julia Livilla, and Marcus Aemilius Lepidus (widower of Caligula’s dead sister Julia Drusilla). Before he left Rome, Caligula learned that the army commander of Upper Germany, Gnaeus Cornelius Lentulus Gaetulicus, was conspiring to have him assassinated. No sooner had he arrived in Germany when he had Gaetulicus and Lepidus put to death. His sisters were banished and their property seized by Caligula.

On January 24, 41, praetorian officer Cassius Chaerea and two military colleagues fell upon the emperor in a corridor of his palace, stabbing him to death. Caligula was dead. He had been emperor for less than four years.


Calva Zepeda, Jose Luis
 (June 20, 1969 – December 11, 2007) was a Mexican writer and a serial killer. Calva Zepeda’s father died when he was two. His mother 
 supported them by bringing men to their home to be Calva Zepeda’s new “dad”. He was raped when he was seven by a friend of his older brother’s. He met and married a woman named Aida and together they had two daughters. They divorced and Aida, with her two daughters, moved to the United States.

In October 2007, authorities went to Calva Zepeda’s house to arrest him for the disappearance of his girlfriend Alejandra Galeana, who had last been seen on October 6. He was eating when they arrived. His meal was determined to be human flesh. He tried to escape by jumping through the window, but he was severely injured and captured. The police found the mutilated body of his girlfriend, human flesh in the refrigerator, a frying pan with cooked human flesh, and human bones in a box of cereal. He is a suspect in other murders as well.

On December 11, 2007, Calva Zepeda was found hanging by his belt from the roof of his prison cell in Mexico City. No suicide note was found.


Camden Ripper
 aka Hardy, Anthony John
 (b. May 31, 1951) was a serial killer in England who confessed to three murders but is suspected in other cases. He was born in Burton upon Trent, Staffordshire. He lived a normal childhood. In school and college he excelled, especially in engineering. He married and fathered two sons and two daughters. His wife divorced him in 1986, citing domestic violence. Afterwards, Hardy spent time in mental institutions and was diagnosed with bipolar disorder. Upon release, he lived in various places in London. He was convicted several times for theft and intoxication. In 1998, he was arrested for raping a prostitute, but the charges were dropped.

In January 2002, police were called to the home of a neighbor of Hardy’s. She told police someone had vandalized her front door and she accused Hardy. Hardy 
 served a short jail term for vandalism. While searching Hardy’s home, police found a door to one of the rooms locked. Hardy denied having a key, but the police did find one that fit the lock and in the room they found the naked body of a woman with cuts and bruises on her head. She was later identified as Sally White, age 38, a local prostitute. An autopsy revealed that she had died of a heart attack. The pathologist, Dr. Freddy Patel, later came under scrutiny for his findings in the cause of death in this and other cases.

On December 30, 2002, a homeless man who was hunting for food found some dismembered remains of two women. They were identified as Bridgette MacClennan, age 34, and Elizabeth Valad, age 29. The subsequent investigation led to Hardy. A search of his flat turned up old blood stains that proved both women had been murdered and dismembered there over the Christmas holidays. Hardy was charged with both of these murders, plus the murder of Sally White in January. Hardy denied having murdered anyone. However, at his trial he abruptly changed his plea to guilty on all three counts of murder. He was sentenced to life. He is also a strong suspect in five or six other murders in the area which had striking similarities to the murders of the three women he was convicted of murdering. There was not enough evidence to convict him. However, due to his history of psychiatric problems and violent behavior, plus the fact that he was suspected in other murders, in May 2010, Justice Keith sitting in London’s High Court placed him on the list of “whole life tariff” prisoners, which means he is never to be released from prison.


Candlelight Killer
 aka Liberty, Robert Willard
 (c. 1947 – January 23, 1971) met Marcela Landis in a mental institution in Orange County, California, where they were confined due to suicide attempts. Even though she was several years older than Liberty, their relationship grew
 .

Liberty strangled Marcela in her apartment in Westminster in 1966. Afterward, he placed her body on the couch, a Bible on her chest, and several candles burning at her feet. Police found him sitting nearby, strumming a guitar and humming. He was found insane by the courts and sent to a state hospital. He was released on September 15, 1969, after a panel of six psychiatrists found him sane. They also said that he was no longer a menace to society.

On March 12, 1970, Liberty shot and killed his former roommate, Thomas Astorina, during an argument over a television set. On June 7, police found the battered corpse of Robert Irion in his apartment in San Diego. A note pinned to the closet door read, “The candlelight killer strikes again.” Police learned that Irion and Liberty had been in the same state hospital and this modus operandi matched that of the killer in the Thomas Astorina case. Liberty and a female fled San Diego in Irion’s car, but they were captured three days later by police in Colorado Springs.

On January 23, 1971, Liberty was found strangled with his own shirt in his jail cell, five days before the start of his trial.


Candyman
 aka Corll, Dean Arnold
 (December 24, 1939 – August 8, 1973) was a serial killer in and around Houston, Texas. He was born in Fort Wayne, Indiana, to Arnold Edwin Corll and Mary Robinson Corll, and had a younger brother. Their father was very strict with both boys, while their mother was very protective. Corll had rheumatic fever (undiagnosed at the time) which left him with a heart condition.

Dean Corll’s parents divorced in 1946, remarried and moved to Pasadena, Texas. In 1953, they divorced again and his mother married a travelling salesman and moved to the town of Vidor. Corll’s half-sister was born there in 1955. Corll’s mother started a candy company which operated out of the garage of their home. Corll worked every day when 
 he wasn’t attending school. He was a loner throughout his school years, although he did play the trombone in the school brass band at Vidor High School. He graduated in 1958 and in 1959, he returned to Indiana to live with his grandparents. While in Indiana, he had a relationship with a local girl, but that ended and he returned to Houston in 1960 to help with the family candy business which had moved out of the family garage into a shop and was called “Pecan Prince”. He moved into the apartment above the candy shop. Corll’s mother divorced again in 1963 and Dean was made vice-president of the candy company. When one of the young male employees complained to Corll’s mother that Dean had made sexual advances to him, his mother fired the young man.

On August 10, 1964, Corll was drafted into the US Army and was sent to Fort Polk, Louisiana, for basic training. He was then assigned to Fort Benning, Georgia and then assigned to Fort Hood, Texas, as his permanent assignment as a radio repairman. He hated military service and applied for a hardship discharge claiming he was needed at his family’s business. He was granted an honorable discharge on June 11, 1965.

Shortly after his return to the business, the candy company moved across the street from an elementary school. Dean soon began giving candy to the children, especially teenage boys. The candy shop employed a few boys still in school and Dean was seen flirting with them.

Dean’s mother and half-sister moved to Colorado. In June 1968, the candy shop closed and Dean found work as an electrician at the Houston Lighting and Power Company, where he worked until his death.

Dean Corll began his murders in 1970 and is known to have killed, along with his accomplices Henley, Elmer Wayne
 (b. May 9, 1956) and Brooks, David Owen
 (b. February 12, 1955), at least 27 boys between 1970 and 1973
 .

Most of his victims were abducted from Houston Heights, a low-income neighborhood. They were lured into his van with an offer of a party or a lift to somewhere. Once inside the van, they were driven to Corll’s apartment where they were offered alcoholic beverages until they passed out. They were then stripped naked, tied to a plywood torture board, and sexually assaulted, tortured, and murdered either by strangulation or a .22 pistol. The body was then tied in plastic sheeting and buried. Corll had four separate burial locations—a rented boat shed, a beach on Bolivar Peninsula, woodlands near Lake Sam Rayburn on the site of the Corlls’ family lakeside log cabin, or on a beach in Jefferson County.

In some instances, Corll forced the victims to either phone or write letters to their parents with phony explanations as to their prolonged absences. He also changed addresses frequently but remained close to or in the Houston Heights area. Corll is known to have collected souvenirs from his victims—mostly keys.

His first known victim was Jeffrey Konen, an 18-year-old college freshman at the University of Texas, on September 25, 1970. Konen vanished while hitchhiking with another student. He was dropped off at the corner of Westheimer Road and South Voss Road (Corll lived on Yorktown Street near this intersection). Accomplice David Brooks led police to the body of Jeffrey Konen at High Island beach.

On January 30, 1971, Corll was interrupted by David Brooks while he was in the act of assaulting two teenage boys strapped to the torture board. Corll promised Brooks a car for his silence. Corll bought him a green Chevrolet Corvette. The teenage boys, Donald Waldrop and his younger brother, Jerry, were later murdered at Corll’s apartment. Corll later told Brooks that he would pay him $200 for any boy he could lure to Corll’s apartment.

On December 15, 1970, James Glass and Danny Yates, both 14 years old, were lured away from a religious rally
 .

In 1971, Randell Harvey, age 15, disappeared on his way home from his job at a gas station on March 9; David Hilligiest, age 13, and Gregory Malley Winkle, age 16, were last seen climbing into a white van on May 29; and Ruben Watson, age 17, was spending the evening with David Brooks when he disappeared on August 17.

In 1972, Willard “Rusty” Branch Jr. disappeared while hitchhiking on February 9. He was the first known murder in which Elmer Wayne Henley participated. Henley was introduced to Corll by David Brooks, and he was offered $200 for luring boys to Corll. Also in 1972, Frank Aguirre, age 18, disappeared on March 24; Johnny Delone, age 16, was last seen with a friend walking to a local store on May 21; Billy Baulch, age 17, a former employee of Corll Candy also disappeared on May 21; Wally Jay Simoneaux, age 14, and Richard Hembree, age 13, vanished after entering a white van on October 2; and Richard Kepner, age 19, vanished on his way to call his fiancée from a pay phone on November 12.

In 1973, Joseph Lyles, age 17, was an acquaintance of Corll and lived on the same street as Brooks, and disappeared on February 1; Billy Ray Lawrence, age 15, a friend of Henley, asked permission to go fishing with friends on June 4 and was never seen again; Homer Garcia, age 15, disappeared on July 7; Ray Blackburn, age 20, married, disappeared while hitchhiking to see his newborn child on June 15; John Sellars, age 17, from Orange, Texas disappeared on July 12; Michael “Tony” Baulch, age 15, and brother to Billy Baulch who disappeared in 1972, disappeared on July 19; Marty Jones, age 18, and Charles Cary Cobble, age 17, were last seen walking with Henley July 25; and on August 3, James Dermal, age 13, disappeared while riding his bicycle.

On August 8, 1973, around 3:00 a.m., Henley, 19-year-old Tim Kerley, and 15-year-old Rhonda Williams (a friend of Henley’s) arrived at Corll’s house in Pasadena. Corll was 
 furious that Henley had brought a girl and told him that he had “ruined everything.” Henley tried to explain that Rhonda had argued with her father that evening and did not want to go home. Corll seemed to have been appeased and offered the three of them beer and marijuana. They began drinking and smoking marijuana, but Corll watched them intently, just drinking beer. All three passed out after about two hours.

When Henley awoke, Corll was snapping handcuffs onto his wrists. His ankles had also been bound together. Kerley and Williams were tied with nylon rope, gagged with adhesive tape, and tied to Corll’s torture board—Williams was on her back and Kerley was on his stomach. Kerley was stripped naked.

Corll said he intended to kill all three teenagers after he had assaulted Kerley because he was furious that Henley had brought a female into his house. Corll dragged Henley into the kitchen and held a .22 pistol to his stomach. Henley managed to calm Corll and promised to participate in the torture and murder of both Williams and Kerley. Corll finally agreed and untied Henley. Corll ordered Henley to cut off Williams’ clothes while he assaulted and killed Kerley. Henley was to do the same to Williams. Both Kerley and Williams awoke. Kerley asked Henley, “Is this for real?” Henley replied that it was, then Rhonda asked Henley if he was going to do something about it. Henley asked if he could take Rhonda into the next room. Corll ignored him and Henley grabbed the pistol away from Corll, telling him that, “You’ve gone far enough, Dean.” Corll approached Henley, telling him to, “Kill me,” and, “You won’t do it.” Corll was wrong, Henley did it. He fired and hit Corll in the forehead. As Corll lunged toward him, Henley fired two more rounds and hit him in shoulder. He staggered out of the room. Henley fired three more bullets, hitting Corll in his lower back and shoulder as Corll slid down the wall outside the room where the teenagers were bound. Corll died, stark 
 naked and lying with his face toward the wall. Henley first called his mother to tell her that he had shot Corll. Then he called the Pasadena police. He told the operator, “Y’all better come here right now! I just killed a man!”

Henley agreed to accompany police to the boat shed where he claimed most of the bodies could be found. They found a total of eight bodies, most of them wrapped in thick clear plastic sheeting and buried beneath a layer of lime. All of the victims had been sodomized and bore evidence of sexual torture. In addition to the eight bodies, the police also found a half-stripped car that had been stolen from a used-car lot, a child’s bike, empty lime bags, and a box full of teenage boys’ clothing.

On August 9, nine more bodies were found in the boat shed and then Henley led police to Lake Sam Rayburn where two more bodies were found. David Brooks confessed to his participation in the murders and procuring the teenagers for Corll. On August 10, two more bodies were found at Lake Sam Rayburn. On the afternoon of August 10, Henley and Brooks accompanied the police to High Island Beach, where two more bodies were found. On August 13, Henley and Brooks again went with police to High Island Beach where four more bodies were found, making a total of 27 murdered teenagers.

On July 1, 1974, Elmer Wayne Henley was brought to trial in San Antonio. He was charged with six murders committed between March 1972 and July 1973. He was not charged with the death of Dean Corll, which was ruled self-defense. On July 16, Henley was sentenced to six consecutive 99-year terms for each of the six murders, a total of 594 years.

On February 27, 1975, David Brooks was brought to trial and charged only with the murder of Billy Ray Lawrence in June 1973. He had been originally indicted for four murders committed between December 1970 and June 1973. On 
 March 4, 1975, Brooks was found guilty and was sentenced to life imprisonment.

In August 1983, a body was found on a beach in Jefferson County and is believed to be Dean Corll’s 28th victim. The body was identified in November 2009 through DNA testing as that of 17-year-old Joseph Allen Lyles, a Houston Heights teenager who disappeared on February 1, 1973. He was known to have visited Corll’s apartment and to have lived on the same street as David Brooks.

In June 2008, the medical examiner’s office in Houston released digital images of Corll’s three still-unidentified victims. On October 17, 2008, one victim was identified as Randell Lee Harvey, a Houston Heights teenager who was reported missing on March 11, 1971. On September 13, 2010, DNA analysis identified another of the victims as Michael Baulch. Baulch had been incorrectly identified as one of the victims unearthed from the boat shed. The victim who had been identified as Baulch had been killed by two shots to the head. Henley insisted Michael Baulch had been choked and buried at Lake Sam Rayburn.

Between early 1970 and August 1973, 42 boys vanished within the Houston area. The police were heavily criticized for ending the search once the number of victims had surpassed California’s Machete Murderer Juan Vallejo Corona’s victim total of 25, and despite Henley’s insistence there were two more bodies buried on the beach in 1972.

There are long gaps between some of the murders: Almost six months between the killing on August 17, 1971 and the one on February 9, 1972; four and one-half months between May 21 and October 2, 1972; and four months between February 1 and June 4, 1973.

What was Corll doing during those time gaps in the known murders? How many more murders did he commit? How many bodies are left undiscovered
 ?


Cannibal of Ankara
 aka Dengiz, Ozgur
 (b. 1980) was a serial killer in the country of Turkey. Dengiz was born in Ankara to Satılmıs, an officer and veteran of the Turkish invasion of Cyprus, and Sultan, a seamstress. He was a problem child who ran away from home often. He quit school after finishing middle school. At the age of 17, he killed one of his friends during an argument. He was sentenced to 14 years but only served 10 years. After his release, he joined the army at his father’s insistence. While in the military, he was hospitalized several times for psychological problems. He returned to Ankara after finishing his military obligations.

On June 5, 2007, Dengiz murdered Sedat Erzurumlu after he told Dengiz they could not afford to buy a laptop he wanted. Dengiz then stole two laptops and tried to sell one of them, but he was cheated out of the money.

On September 12, 2007, Dengiz shot a garbage collector. Shortly after, he met Cafer Er, age 55, and killed him after a brief conversation. He dragged the body to his car. He skinned the body with a cleaver, ate some of the flesh raw, and put the remains in his bag. He disposed of the body at the Mamak Dump and returned to the apartment he shared with his parents. He fed a piece of the flesh to a stray dog and put the remainder in the refrigerator.

Several days later, Cafer Er’s body was found at the Mamak Dump. Upon examination, it was determined that he had been murdered and his body mutilated. They found Erzurumlu’s phone at the dump, apparently dropped by Dengiz. They traced the phone to Dengiz and he was arrested. During a search of the apartment where Dengiz lived, police found fresh meat in the refrigerator. Tests proved the meat to be human and that it had been taken from Er’s arm, buttock, and thigh.

Dengiz was arrested and held for trial. He was found guilty of two murders and sentenced to two life sentences. However, he was declared insane and unfit to stand accused. 
 His sentence was overturned and he was admitted to a mental hospital.


Cannock Chase Murders
 aka Morris, Raymond Leslie
 (August 13, 1929 – March 11, 2014) was a serial killer who is suspected of murdering three young schoolgirls in Staffordshire, England, between 1966 and 1967.

Morris was born in Walsall, Staffordshire, and lived there all his life. He married in 1951 and had two boys. This marriage ended in divorce when his wife had a baby fathered by another man. He married again to Carol, a 21-year-old woman. He worked at a variety of jobs and finally got the position as a foreman engineer at a precision instruments factory in Oldbury, West Midlands. He was suspected of taking indecent photographs of schoolgirls in October 1966, but police failed to find any evidence, so he was not charged.

December 1, 1964, Julia Taylor, age 9, was lured into a car by a man claiming to be a friend of her mother’s. She was sexually assaulted and strangled. Morris left her for dead on the side of the road. A passing motorist found the girl still alive.

On September 8, 1965, Margaret Reynolds, age 6, was abducted on her way to school in Aston. Diana Joy Tift, age 5, was abducted on December 30, 1965, during a short walk to her grandmother’s house in Bloxwich. Thousands of people searched for the girls for several days after their disappearance but to no avail. The bodies of the two girls were found together in a ditch at Mansty Gully on Cannock Chase in Staffordshire on January 12, 1966.

On August 19, 1967, Christine Darby, age 7, was lured into a car near her home in Caldmore, Walsall. Witnesses claimed they saw a man in a gray car, and two others remembered seeing an Austin A55 or A60 in the area. Christine’s body was discovered by a soldier who was a member of the search party in August 1967. She was found 
 naked under brushwood about a mile from where the bodies of Margaret Reynolds and Diana Joy Tift had been found more than a year and a half before.

The murders of these three girls led to one of the biggest murder investigations in British criminal history, bigger than the investigation of the Moors Murders
 in the earlier 1960s. The three murders were similar in every way. During this investigation, 150 detectives visited at least 39,000 homes, interviewed more than 80,000 people, and ran checks on over a million cars. They managed to weed out about 25,000 vehicles from over 1,375,000 files of every Austin A55 or A60 owned by someone who lived in the Midlands. A composite drawing of the murderer was used for the first time in British criminal history. Despite the drawing, no one came forward to identify anyone who resembled the drawing.

On November 4, 1968, Margaret Aulton managed to escape the attempted abduction by a man in a green and white Ford Corsair. The attempted abduction was witnessed by an 18-year-old woman who made a mental note of the vehicle registration plate. The woman had mixed up two of the numbers, but after police played with the numbers, they located the record for a green and white Ford Corsair registered to Raymond Leslie Morris and he was arrested. After his arrest, it was determined that he had earlier owned a gray Austin A55 like the one used in the abduction of Christine Darby. Morris had been interviewed four times in connection with the death of Darby, but his wife, Carol, provided him with an alibi and he was never held. On November 16, 1968, Morris was arrested for Darby’s murder. His wife was the chief witness against him at trial. During his trial, he was identified by Julia Taylor, the girl who survived. She yelled from the public gallery, “That’s him. That’s the man that did it to me.” Morris was convicted of the rape and murder of Christine Darby and sentenced to life in prison. He is considered the chief 
 suspect in the deaths of Reynolds and Tift but was never charged. Raymond Leslie Morris died on March 11, 2014, at HMP Preston.


Cannon, Patty
 aka Hanly, Lucretia Patricia
 (1765 – May 11, 1829) was married to Jesse Cannon, a local farmer and lived on the border of what is now the states of Delaware and Maryland. The Cannons had at least one daughter who was married to Henry Brereton and Joe Johnson, both of whom were engaged in the kidnapping of free black Americans who were sold into slavery. Brereton was arrested and convicted of murder and was hanged. Joe Johnson had a tavern a few miles from their home. He became Patty’s partner in the slave trade. They became known as the Cannon-Johnson Gang.
 The gang included Whites and Blacks, and some individuals of mixed race. Among them were Henry Carr and John Purnell, who served as decoys who would persuade young Blacks onto their boat or get close enough to capture them.

The importing of slaves was banned by the US Congress in 1808. However, as the number of slaves needed for the growing cotton industry increased, so did the price for a slave. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, had the largest number of free Blacks and did not have a police force, so kidnapping the slaves in that area was relatively easy. The kidnappers trolled the waterfront areas and using black decoys, the kidnapping of the young black children appeared to be just parents controlling their children. The kidnapped were taken south by boat and by land to Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi.

Joe Johnson was arrested in May 1822. He was sentenced to the pillory (a wooden framework with holes for the head and hands) and 39 lashes. In 1827, two members of the gang were captured, Henry Carr, and John Purnell. Both were acquitted in the Mayor’s Court. Carr went to Alabama and died the following year. Purnell was convicted on two 
 counts of kidnapping in Philadelphia Court and sentenced to 42 years in prison and a fine of $4000. He died in 1833 at Walnut Street Prison in Philadelphia.

The bodies of four Blacks were found in 1829 on the farm property owned by Patty Cannon in Delaware. A tenant farmer had uncovered the bodies of three children and one adult while plowing a field. Patty Cannon was charged with four counts of murder. She confessed to the murder of about 24 black kidnapped victims. She died in her cell in Georgetown, Delaware, on May 11, 1829, while awaiting trial.


Cano, Franc
 (c. 1987) and Gordon, Steven Dean
 (c. 1969) two paroled sex offenders, are believed to have raped and murdered at least four women in southern California while wearing ankle tracking devices, part of their parole requirements. They were also required to check in with authorities, which they were doing. Authorities are unable to explain how these two parolees were able to rape and murder while under supervision; however, information gathered from the GPS devices helped to put the case together. Investigators believe there may be more victims.

In early October 2013, Kianna Jackson, age 20, came to Santa Ana, California, for a court hearing on misdemeanor charges of prostitution and loitering to commit prostitution. After arriving in Santa Ana, Kianna did not answer her text messages and her mother never heard from her again.

Josephine Monique Vargas, age 34, was last seen leaving a family birthday party to go to a store on October 24 and was not seen or heard from again. On November 12, Martha Anaya, age 23, asked her boyfriend to pick up their 5-year-old daughter so she could work. She had a history of prostitution. She was not heard from again.

On March 14, 2014, the body of Jarrae Nykkole Estepp was found on a conveyor belt at an Anaheim trash-sorting plant. Her body is the only one found so far. Anaheim Police 
 Chief Raul Quezada said they are confident that there is at least one more victim and perhaps more.

In December 2016, Gordon fired his public defender and acted as his own attorney. He blamed Cano and the parole and probation department for not monitoring him more closely. He was found guilty of murder and sentenced to death even though California had not executed anyone since 2006. Cano took the 5th to avoid testifying in Gordon’s trial. He pleads not guilty and as of this writing is awaiting trial.


Canonico, Frank Anthony
 (March 7, 1938 – June 12, 1998) is suspected of murdering at least 12 and maybe as many as 25 women. A native of Brooklyn, Canonico was arrested in early July 1981 by Fort Lauderdale, Florida, police and charged with the murders of two local women. He signed a confession admitting to the shooting deaths of Willine Wall, age 60, and Phyllis Schwartz, age 43, both of Lauderhill. He is suspected of at least a dozen murders in five different states. All of the victims were shot. Canonico was convicted on two counts of murder and received two life sentences. He died in prison.
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Cape Cod Vampire

Antone “Tony” Costa


Cape Cod Vampire
 aka Costa, Antone “Tony” Charles
 (August 2, 1944 – May 12, 1974) was a carpenter in Cape Cod, Massachusetts. His claim to fame is that he was also a serial killer.

Antone Costa was an infant when his father was killed during World War II. When he was about seven years old, he told his mother that “a man” came to his bedroom at night. He identified the man from a portrait. It was his father
 .

In 1961, Costa broke into an apartment in Somerville, Massachusetts and was bending over a teenage girl in bed when she suddenly awoke. Her screams drove him away. Three days later, he returned and tried to drag her down the steps from her apartment when neighbors overpowered him. He was arrested and convicted of burglary and assault on January 4, 1962. He was sentenced to a one-year suspended sentence with three years’ probation.

Costa married in April 1963 and fathered three children. He became dependent on drugs and his behavior changed. In June 1966, he announced that he was driving Bonnie Williams and Diane Federoff to Pennsylvania and then he was going on to California by himself. Costa turned up at his home about ten days later. He later told police that he had driven the girls to Hayward, California. It is now believed that the two girls were his first victims.

In August 1967, while hiking in the Truro woods near Provincetown, he “accidently” shot a female acquaintance and later apologized.

With his marriage in shambles, in early 1968 Costa drove to California and settled briefly in the Haight-Ashbury district of San Francisco, where he met Barbara Spaulding. On the day Costa left to drive back to Massachusetts, Barbara left her child with relatives and was never seen again. It is believed that Costa murdered her as well.

On May 17, 1968, back in Massachusetts, Costa burglarized a doctor’s office and stole various surgical instruments and drugs valued at $5,000. One week later, Sydney Monzon, age 18, vanished from her home in Provincetown. By August 1968, Costa was divorced and had a new girlfriend, Susan Perry, who vanished on September 10. Costa told those who asked about her that “she had gone to Mexico.”

In September, Costa was arrested for driving with a suspended driver’s license and a few days later was arrested 
 for failure to support his children. He was held in custody until November 8.

Upon his release, he was quickly back to his old ways with a new girlfriend, Christine Gallant. Later in November, Gallant was found drowned in her New York apartment after a barbiturate overdose.

On January 24, 1969, Patricia Walsh and Mary Ann Wysocki disappeared during a visit to Provincetown. Two weeks later, a woman’s mutilated body was found at the Old Truro cemetery and was identified as Susan Perry. On March 4, three dismembered bodies were found buried together. They were identified as Patricia Walsh, Mary Ann Wysocki, and Sydney Monzon. Walsh and Wysocki had been shot in the head. The killer had removed the hearts from all three women, all three bore human teeth marks, and the coroner discovered evidence of necrophilia. When it was found that this area was Costa’s private garden which he used to stash drugs and grew marijuana, he was quickly arrested.

Costa went on trial on May 6, 1970, and was convicted on four counts of murder. On May 29, 1970, Antone “Tony” Costa was sentenced to life imprisonment at Massachusetts’ Walpole Correctional Institution.

On May 12, 1974, Costa was found hanging by his leather belt in his prison cell. His death was ruled a suicide.


Caracappa, Stephen
 (1942 – April 18, 2017) and Eppolito, Louis
 (July 22, 1948 – November 3, 2019) are former New York Police detectives who worked on behalf of the New York Mafia while they committed various illegal activities.

Caracappa joined the police force in 1969, working for the Organized Crime Unit in Brooklyn. By 1985, he was a member of the Organized Crime Homicide Unit within the Major Case Squad based in Brooklyn. He retired on a disability pension in 1992
 .

Eppolito also joined the police force in 1969 and worked as a detective. Eppolito knew several members of the Cosa Nostra (Sicilian Mafia) through his family. His paternal uncle and cousin were made Gambino members in Capo Nino Gaggi’s crew. He claimed to have avoided the Mafia lifestyle to become a New York City policeman and earned recognition in a number of headlines. Eppolito retired from the police force in 1990.

After Caracappa partnered with Eppolito, they turned to the underworld side of New York City while collecting bribes from various mobsters of the crime families of organized crime, mostly Anthony “Gaspipe” Casso, the fierce and notorious underboss of the Lucchese crime family. Caracappa and Eppolito were involved in illegal activities in the 1980s and 1990s in New York City, as well as illegal activities in Las Vegas during the 2000s. Caracappa and Eppolito had moved to Las Vegas in the mid-1990s.

In 2006, both Caracappa and Eppolito were convicted of eight murders, conspiracy to commit murder, labor racketeering, extortion, narcotics, illegal gambling, and obstruction of justice. They were both sentenced to life in federal prison. Caracappa died of cancer in a North Carolina prison in 2017. Eppolito was incarcerated at the United States Penitentiary in Tucson, Arizona. He died of undisclosed causes on November 3, 2109, in federal custody at a local hospital.


Carr, Thomas David
 (March 6, 1846 – March 24, 1870) was born at Sugar Hill, West Virginia. His father was abusive and the family moved frequently around West Virginia. The family moved to Belmont County in Ohio about 1862 and Carr enlisted in the Ohio Infantry. His military career was troubled with violating regulations and twice was ordered to be shot, but President Abraham Lincoln pardoned him.

During his military career, he claimed to have killed 10 to 15 men, but not in the line of duty. After his discharge 
 from military service, Carr settled in Wheeling, West Virginia. In the late 1860s, Carr met Joseph Eisele, a Swiss traveler who had just arrived from Parkersburg, along with a fellow traveling with him, Aloys Ulrich, also from Switzerland. Eisele told Carr privately that he wanted to kill his companion. Eisele got behind Ulrich and stuck him in the head with a hatchet. Carr, fearing Eisele would also kill him, quickly picked up a large stone and struck Ulrich. Eisele struck him again with the hatchet, killing him. After stealing the money Urich had in his pockets, Eisele and Carr split the money and went their separate ways. Carr’s conscience began to bother him and he even considered turning himself in to police. He finally decided the best thing to do was to leave Wheeling and never return.

He returned to Belmont County and became engaged to 13-year-old Louisa Catharine Fox. Louisa’s parents would not give consent to marry this older man (about 22 at that time). After Louisa told Carr she could not marry him and broke up with him, Carr decided he had to kill her. He began drinking heavily. When he learned that Louisa would be visiting her grandparents, he stole a razor from a shoe shop, went to the road where Louisa would be walking, and hid until he saw Louisa and her little brother, Willie. He and Louisa talked for a while Willie went ahead of them. Finally both broke down and cried. Carr grabbed her by the arm and took her toward a ravine, asking her if she was ready to die. She begged for her life, but to no avail. Carr pulled out the razor and began slicing the right side of her neck. He kissed her three times and left her body, and went back the way he came. He later remarked that Louisa “was the most beautiful corpse” he had ever seen. He hid nearby hoping to get another chance to see her, but was discovered and arrested.

Carr was convicted of murdering Louisa and sentenced to death. On the scaffold, Carr prayed and blamed the murders on heavy drinking. The trap door was opened and 
 Carr was hanged, but his neck did not break. He strangled to death on March 24, 1870. at St. Clairsville Prison in Belmont County, Ohio.


Carr III, Robert Frederick
 (1943 – July 6, 2007) is a serial killer who told police that he was “born evil.” As a child in the state of Connecticut, he killed baby chickens with a stick. At age 11 he was being paid by men for sex, and as a teenager he was stealing cars. After he was married, he said that while he had sex with his wife, he would fantasize about raping someone else. In 1973, he was imprisoned for a rape in Connecticut, but was paroled in 1975 and went to Miami, Florida, where he found work as a television repairman. He drove up and down the city streets looking for likely victims in his car with the inside door handle dismantled so that it could not be opened from the inside. He found them. Some were fortunate—he did not murder them.

In 1976, he confessed to kidnapping, raping, and murdering Todd Payton and Mark Wilson, both 11 years old, and 16-year-old hitchhiker Tammy Ruth Huntley. He also confessed to the murder of Rhonda Holloway, age 21, in Connecticut.

Carr led investigators along the Gulf Coast to two small shallow graves in rural Mississippi and Louisiana where they found the bodies of Todd Payton and Mark Wilson, and to another shallow grave in Mississippi where they found Tammy Ruth Huntley’s body. In Connecticut, he took the police to the grave of Rhonda Holloway. Carr also confessed to raping more than 12 children, both girls and boys.

Robert Frederick Carr III was convicted on all charges and sentenced to three life terms plus 360 years in a Florida prison. In June 2000, Florida’s three-member Parole Commission added 14 centuries to his sentence. His 
 tentative release date was July 30, 3414. Carr died on July 6, 2007 and was buried in a prison cemetery.


Carson, James Clifford
 (b. 1950) aka Michael Bear Carson
 and Carson, Suzan
 (b. 1941) were 30-year-old hippies who operated a large pot farm in Humboldt County, California. They became convinced that some of their old friends and acquaintances were witches bent on doing the world evil, so they killed three people by smashing their skulls, stabbing, and shooting them. Reportedly, they kept a list of targeted individuals including celebrities and political figures such as Johnny Carson and then-President Ronald Reagan. The victims were Karen Barnes, who was bashed over the head with a frying pan, then stabbed more than 15 times in her home in Haight-Ashbury; Clark Stephens, who was murdered and mutilated in Humboldt County; and John Hillyar who was murdered while hitchhiking in the Napa Valley.

On June 12, 1984, both James and Suzan Carson were convicted of one murder and sentenced to 25 years to life in prison. Later, they were convicted of two other murders and sentenced to 50 years to life. James Clifford Carson is presently serving his time at Mule Creek State Prison, Ione, CA. Suzan Carson is serving her life sentence at the Central California Women’s Facility, Chowchilla, CA.


Caruga of Zagorje
 aka Pintarić, Vinko
 (April 3, 1941 – May 25, 1991) was a serial killer in Hrvatsko Zagorje, in northern Croatia. He murdered at least five people between April 26, 1973 and May 25, 1991. He was drunk when he committed his first murder. He had an argument and a fight with his neighbor. He went home to get his pistol, returned to the scene of the fight, shot his neighbor dead, and wounded the neighbor’s tenant. He turned himself into police after 18 days in hiding. He was sent to a psychiatric 
 hospital for evaluation, but he escaped on September 18, 1973.

Pintarić was suspicious that his wife was helping the police find him. On the night of October 23, 1983, he got drunk again and found his wife at his brother’s house, where he shot and killed her through a window. He did not remember killing his wife. On the run and hiding from the police, he was finally arrested on January 20, 1974. He was tried for the murder of his wife and his neighbor, plus charges of attempted murder and endangering his neighbors by shooting through their windows. He was sentenced to death, which was commuted to 20 years in prison. He escaped from Stara Gradiška Prison on February 21, 1982.

Pintarić met a woman from the village of Andraševec, Barbara Šipek, and moved in with her. She, and everyone in the village, knew who Pintarić was. They went stealing together. Barbara was arrested by police in April 1983. Upon hearing this, Pintarić barged into the home of Milan and Matija Kucelj armed with a shotgun. He threatened to kill 30 people if Barbara was not released. Milan and Matija overpowered Pintarić, hacked him with a cleaver, and alerted police. Pintarić was not dead, but he was severely injured. He lived but lost the use of his right arm. He was charged with threats, attempted murder, and 30 counts of burglary, and was sentenced to 20 years. He was sent to Lepoglava Prison. He escaped from there on September 3, 1989. He went back to his place of birth, Hrvatsko Zagorje, and resumed his former lifestyle of stealing. In June 1990, the police were alerted to his whereabouts. They talked to a local man, Rudolf Belina. Belina was shot to death by Pintarić a few days later.

Pintarić murdered one of Barbara Šipek’s neighbors, who had killed one of Barbara’s chickens. Pintaric’s last murder was on August 2, 1990, when he shot and killed Božo Habek when he asked Pintarić if he was looking for someone. The police came very close to arresting him at 
 least twice, but Pintarić managed to escape. Pintarić shot and wounded one policeman on both occasions.

In 1991, police set up a team whose objective was to find and arrest Pintarić. They learned that he had a new lover, Ankica Buhiniček, and set up a stakeout. On the third night of the stakeout, May 24, 1991, they saw a man coming out of the woods headed for the Buhiniček house. They called for backup and a Special Forces team showed up and surrounded the house. The police called for his surrender as he exited the house the following morning, but Pintarič opened fire and ran back into the house. He asked for his attorney, who arrived shortly, but was not allowed to enter the house. By noon the following day, it was apparent to the authorities that Pintarić was not going to surrender. Tear gas was fired into the house. Pintarić shot Ankica in the stomach, accusing her of telling police where he was. He opened fired on the police, but one of the police managed to get into the house and kill Pintarić with a single shot to the head. Ankica Buhiniček survived the shooting. Pintarić was buried in an unmarked grave in the Lepoglava cemetery.


Casanova Killer
 aka Knowles, Paul John
 (April 17, 1946 – December 18, 1974) was a serial killer who left a trail of murders across the United States between July 26 and November 21, 1974. Born in Orlando, Florida, he was raised in foster homes. He served time in several reformatories for petty crimes. In early 1974, while in prison in Florida, he corresponded with a woman from San Francisco, Angela Covic. She made a trip to Florida to visit with him in prison and on that day Knowles proposed marriage to her. She accepted and became instrumental in getting him released by paying for his lawyer. When he was released, he immediately flew to San Francisco but Covic ended the relationship because she had been told by a psychic that the man in her life was a very dangerous person. Knowles claimed to have murdered three people 
 after Covic ended the relationship. The murders have never been verified. He returned to Florida.

He was very soon in jail for stabbing a bartender during a fight in Jacksonville. He picked the lock on his cell and escaped on July 26, 1974.

On that same night, he broke into the home of Alice Curtis, age 65, tied her up, and gagged her. He searched her house for money and goods he could sell. Alice Curtis choked to death on her dentures. Knowles left the scene in Curtis’ Dodge Dart. He left a trail of bodies over the next four months, murdering in the states of Georgia, Alabama, Texas, Nevada, Ohio, Connecticut, and Virginia.

Also on July 26, sisters Lillian Anderson, age 11, and Mylette Anderson, age 7, disappeared. Their bodies were found in a swamp some five months later. They were family acquaintances and had seen Knowles in the stolen Dodge Dart.

Next was an unidentified girl hitchhiking in Warner Robins, Georgia, and murdered for no apparent reason on August 1. She was finally identified in December 2011, as Ima Jean Sanders, age 13, who was a runaway from Beaumont, Texas.

On August 2, Marjorie Howie, age 49, was murdered in her apartment. She was strangled with a nylon stocking and her television was stolen.

In late August, Knowles forced his way into the home of Kathie Sue Pierce in Musella, Georgia. She was strangled to death in her bathroom with a telephone cord. Her son, age 3, was left unharmed.

On September 3, Knowles met William Bates, age 32, at Scott’s Inn near Lima, Ohio. Bates left with a young redheaded man after having several drinks together. Bates’ wife reported him missing. His car was missing also, but the Dodge Dart was found near the bar. Bates’ nude body was found in a wooded area in October
 .

By September 18, Knowles was in Ely, Nevada in Bates’ car where he murdered Emmett and Lois Johnson, two elderly campers. He used their credit cards for a short period.

On September 21, Knowles was in Seguin, Texas, where he abducted and raped a stranded motorcyclist, Charlynn Hicks. She was strangled with her own pantyhose. Her body was found on September 25.

In Birmingham, Alabama, he met Ann Dawson on September 23. It is not known if she was abducted or travelled with him voluntarily, but she paid the bills on their travels until he murdered her on September 29. Her body has never been found. Knowles claimed he dumped her body in the Mississippi River.

Mid-October found Knowles in Marlborough, Connecticut, where he murdered Karen Wine and her daughter, Dawn, age 16, with a nylon stocking after tying them up and raping them on October 16. The only thing that was discovered missing was a tape recorder.

Two days later, October 19, Knowles murdered Doris Hovey, age 53, with her husband’s rifle, in Woodford, Virginia. Investigators could find no signs of robbery.

On November 2, in Milledgeville, Georgia, Edward Hilliard and Debbie Griffin were hitchhiking and were picked up by Paul John Knowles. Hilliard’s body was found in the woods. Debbie Griffin’s body has never been found.

Still in Milledgeville, Knowles met Carswell Carr and his daughter on November 6, and he was invited to their home. Knowles stabbed Carr to death and strangled the daughter.

In Atlanta on November 8, he met Sandy Fawkes and spent the night with her. On November 10, Knowles picked up Susan MacKenzie, a friend of Fawkes’, and demanded sex from her at gunpoint. She somehow managed to escape and notified police. Police tried to stop him, but he escaped
 .

In West Palm Beach, Florida, just a few days later Knowles abducted the sister of an invalid and stole their car. He dropped off his hostage in Fort Pierce. Near Perry, Florida, on the morning of November 17, State Highway Patrol Trooper Charles Eugene Campbell spotted the car stolen in West Palm Beach. He pulled the car over and attempted to make an arrest, but Knowles was able to take the officer’s pistol from him. He took Campbell hostage and drove away in the trooper’s car. He later used the siren to stop a motorist, James Meyer, to take his car and leave the trooper’s car, which was too conspicuous. Knowles now had two hostages. He took them to a remote area in Pulaski County, Georgia, handcuffed them to a tree and shot them in the head at close range.

Knowles attempted to crash through a police roadblock in Henry County, Georgia, but lost control and hit a tree. He escaped again. Knowles was pursued by dogs, law enforcement officers from several agencies, and helicopters. He was finally cornered by a civilian with a shotgun several miles from the search area. He escorted Knowles to a nearby residence where the police were called and Knowles was arrested. In custody, Knowles claimed to have murdered 35 people, but only 18 have been connected to him.

On December 18, 1974, Sheriff Earl Lee and Agent Ronnie Angel of the Georgia Bureau of Investigation were taking Knowles to Henry County, Georgia, where Knowles claimed to have dumped the handgun he had taken from Florida State Trooper Charles Campbell. Knowles managed to get Lee’s handgun, but the gun discharged in the struggle. Angel, in the passenger seat, drew his gun and fired three shots into Knowles’ chest, killing him instantly.


Catlin, Steven David
 (b. 1944) was adopted as an infant by Glenn and Martha Catlin of Kern County, California. In the 1950s, the Catlin family moved to Bakersfield. Steven David Catlin was a thief as well as a serial killer
 .

At the age of 19, he was arrested on forgery charges and served nine months in a California Youth Authority camp. He married, but the marriage was stormy and violent. He abused drugs. Without benefit of divorce, he married a second time using an alias on the marriage license. He was arrested for stealing a credit card where he worked and was sent to prison for three years. When he was released, he divorced his first wife and legally married his second wife. He then married for a third time, divorcing eight months later. Joyce was his 4th wife. Catlin’s fascination with cars got him a job with the pit crew of race car driver Glendon Emery. Catlin became infatuated with Emery’s stepdaughter. In April 1976, Joyce Catlin was admitted to Bakersfield’s Mercy Hospital with a severe case of the “flu”. She seemed to improve, then her condition worsened and she died on May 6. Her body was cremated by order of her husband.

In May 1977, Steve Catlin married for the fifth time. He and his wife Kaye moved to Fresno and Catlin found work at a local garage. He was promoted frequently and was soon in charge of 40 employees. On October 28, 1980, Glenn Catlin, Steve’s adoptive father, died suddenly. His body was cremated by order of Steve Catlin.

In 1981, the owner of the Fresno garage noticed a sudden rash of missing auto parts. A routine background check on employees found Steven Catlin’s criminal record. He was forced to resign and no charges were filed.

On February 17, 1984, Kaye Catlin suddenly fell ill while in Las Vegas with her mother. She returned to Fresno and was hospitalized with fluid in her lungs. Kaye died on March 14 and her body was cremated at the direction of her husband. He received $57,000 from her life insurance.

Catlin’s third ex-wife had followed his bad run of luck with relatives dying. She approached the local sheriff with her suspicions. Joyce Catlin had been cremated, but the 
 hospital had retained certain tissue samples and these were sent to the lab for analysis.

On December 8, 1984, Catlin’s mother collapsed and died shortly after a visit by Steve and his latest girlfriend. Catlin ordered the body cremated, but cremation was delayed until an autopsy could be performed. Tissue analysis revealed that she had been poisoned with Paraquat, an herbicide so lethal that it is banned in the United States. Paraquat was also shown to be present in tissue analyses from his two wives. A bottle of Paraquat was found in Catlin’s garage complete with his fingerprints on it.

In May 1986, Catlin was found guilty of murdering his wife, Kaye, and sentenced to life imprisonment. He is currently serving his sentence at San Quentin Prison.
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Catoe, Jarvis Roosevelt


Catoe, Jarvis Roosevelt
 (1905 – January 15, 1943) was a serial killer in the 1930s – 1940s. Nothing is known of his early life.

In 1935, in Washington D. C., the first woman to be murdered, raped, and strangled was Florence Darcy. On December 1, 1939, Josephine Robinson was murdered. In September 1940, Lucy Kidwell was murdered and in November 1940, Mattie Steward was murdered. On January 2, 1941, the victim was Ada Puller. On March 8, Rose Abramovitz hired a man to wax some floors. She was found murdered, sprawled across her bed. Her killer had taken $20 and escaped. On June 15, in the pouring rain, Jesse Strieff mistook Catoe’s car for a taxi when he stopped to offer her a ride and she paid with her life. Her nude body was left in a garage some ten blocks from where she was raped and strangled
 .

On August 4, 1941, in New York City, Evelyn Anderson left her home to walk to her job at a nearby restaurant. She never arrived. At 9:00 p.m., her lifeless body was discovered in an alley. She had been strangled by her assailant. Imbedded marks of fingernails were quite evident on her throat. She had not been sexually assaulted. Evelyn’s watch was found in a pawn shop a few days later. It had been hocked by a Charles Woolfolk, who told authorities that he had received the watch from Hazel Johnson, a lady friend. Ms. Johnson said she had been given it from Mandy Reid. Reid told authorities she got it from her old friend Jarvis Catoe, a 36-year-old black man who lived in Washington D.C.

Catoe was arrested on August 29, 1941. He confessed to the murder of Evelyn Anderson in New York City and to seven murders of women in Washington, D. C. In late October 1941, he was found guilty of Rose Abramovitz’s murder and sentenced to death. On January 15, 1943, Jarvis Catoe was executed in the electric chair in his nation’s capital.


Catweazle
 aka Bailey, Leslie
 (February 1953 – October 1993) was a pedophile who may have raped and murdered as many as 25 boys in England in the 1980s. He was given two life sentences, plus 15 years. He was found dead in his cell in October 1993 “under suspicious circumstances.” His accomplices in some of the murders were Stephen Barrell
 (?) sentenced to 15 years; Sidney Cooke
 (b. April 1927) sentenced to 19 years; and Robert Oliver
 (b. 1955) sentenced to 15 years.


Centurion Serial Killer
 aka Nyauza, Richard Jabulani
 (c. 1970) murdered at least 16 women during the early/mid- 2000s in the Olievenhoutbosch settlement near Centurion, Gauteng Province, South Africa, where Nyauza lived. There were no killings between 2002 and 2006 when Nyauza 
 was in jail on other charges. Most of the women have not been identified. All of the women found had been raped, robbed, and murdered. Some of the items stolen were found in Nyauza’s possession. One woman survived his vicious attack but she lost her unborn child, and partially lost her sight and the use of her left hand.

Richard Nyauza was arrested in 2006 and charged with 16 murders, rape, robbery, and one count of attempted murder. He received 16 sentences of life, and an additional 140 years for the other charges.


Chadd, Billy Lee
 (b. 1954) committed murders in California and Nevada. Chadd admitted to killing for pleasure.

On July 27, 1974, Patricia Franklin’s body was found naked and tied to her bed. Her home had been ransacked. Clothes and other items were strewn on the floor. Patricia had been raped repeatedly, one of her nipples had been almost bitten off, and she had been stabbed 15 times. The San Diego police did find a fingerprint in a location that indicated it was probably the print of the murderer. With so little evidence, the case lingered.

On February 15, 1978, two school children went home for lunch and found their babysitter, Linda Hewitt, the mother of an infant son, sprawled on the floor. She had been stabbed many times. She had been brutally raped, her hands had been stabbed repeatedly, her throat had been slashed, her spinal cord was severed, and she had been stabbed in the kidneys and back. Linda had been seen at a local drugstore with a man who was pushing a baby stroller. The clerk was unable to describe the man, but he did consent to be questioned under hypnosis. He was able to describe the man as being in his early 20s, short in stature, medium build, clean shaven and with short hair. He wore a tight T-shirt and jeans. Even though the description was vague, it would lead investigators to a suspect
 .

On March 2, 1978, a woman in Chula Vista awoke to see a man standing in her bedroom holding a machete. He raped her repeatedly while holding the machete to her throat. The woman’s 17-year-old daughter was awakened and when she went into her mother’s room, the man raped her. The other members of the household were also awakened and the man told the 17-year-old to tie and gag her four sisters and her grandparents. He then gagged the mother and daughter, forced them into a car, and drove to a remote area of the county and released them. A US Customs officer found them walking along the road. The woman told investigators that she recognized their assailant. She was the wife of a navy officer and had visited the Balboa Navy Hospital for a doctor’s appointment. While waiting, she had a conversation with a Marine corporal who was on duty at the hospital. The corporal had asked for her name and address, which he recorded on the clip board he was carrying. The next time she saw him, he was in her bedroom. The military checked the duty rosters and found that the Marine on duty that day was one Corporal Billy Chadd.

Investigators went to the Chadd home where he lived with his wife and 6-month-old child. He had been seen by neighbors packing the car several days earlier. The car was not in the driveway. The Chula Vista police issued a fugitive warrant. He was quickly apprehended and returned to San Diego. The woman and her daughter had no trouble picking him out of a lineup. He was charged with rape, kidnapping, and robbery. He was taken to the San Diego County Jail to await trial. He was later charged with the murder of Linda Hewitt. The fingerprint found in the house where she was murdered matched one of Billy Lee Chadd’s fingerprints. Detective Sergeant Ybarrondo was tipped off by a prison inmate who Chadd might be responsible for Patricia Franklin’s murder. He visited Chadd, but Chadd was unwilling to talk at that time. After several months, Ybarrondo again tried to interview Chadd. This time, Chadd 
 seemed eager to tell him of the rapes and murders of both Patricia Franklin and Linda Hewitt. He was then charged with Patricia Franklin’s murder.

During this interview, Chadd also told Ybarrondo that he had murdered Delmar Bright in Las Vegas during a nude “photo shoot” in August 1975 that became a homosexual “bondage” incident and he strangled Bright to death. He also admitted to killing a man in Ellsworth, Kansas, in June 1974, and throwing his body into a nearby river. While awaiting trial, Chadd chronicled the murders in his manuscript entitled Dark Secrets.
 The manuscript was entered into evidence and parts of it were read (by a man as ordered by Judge Earl Maas who stated, “I will not have a woman read those chapters to the jury. I may be a chauvinist in saying that but I must insist a man read them.”)

Billy Lee Chadd was found guilty. The jury deliberated less than two hours before reaching their verdict. On May 12, 1979, Chadd was sentenced to die in the gas chamber at San Quentin. The death sentence was overturned and reduced to life in prison without parole. He is incarcerated at the Mule Creek State Prison, Ione, California.


Chambermaid Slayer
 aka Archer, Gerald Thomas
 (1932 – 1995) was born in London, Ontario, Canada, and became a serial killer. He had a record of robbery, and breaking and entering, before he married a woman named Mary in December 1967. They lived in Merlin, Ontario until October 1970 when they moved to the town of Chatham. The killings began on January 31, 1969.

Jane Wooley, age 62, was found by a friend and police in her London apartment. She had been beaten and stabbed to death. Investigators concluded she had been murdered as her killer was attempting to rape her. She was almost nude and money had been taken from her purse. She worked as a chambermaid at the London House, a hotel on Dundas Street
 .

Edith Authier, age 57, was murdered on September 4, 1970. She was found by a neighbor the following day. She too had been beaten and stabbed to death in her home. She worked as a chambermaid at the William Pitt Hotel in Chatham, Ontario. Money had been taken from her purse.

Belva Russell, age 57, was found dead in her Chatham apartment by her common-law husband, Reginald Tomlinson, after he bumped into a man running out of the building at about 2:00 a.m. as he was entering. Most of Russell’s clothing had been removed and she had been beaten to death. She also was a chambermaid at the Merrill Hotel.

Gerald Archer was detained for questioning. He was arrested and charged with the murder of Belva Russell after he was identified as the killer by Mr. Tomlinson.

Archer went on trial in June 1971. When the jury announced its verdict of guilty and he was sentenced to life. He responded by shouting, “That’s only the first strike against me. The ball game isn’t over yet.”

Gerald Archer was paroled in 1985 and became a drifter. He died of a heart attack in 1995 and was buried in a potter’s field. His wife and daughter came forward after his death and both claimed that he got very drunk one time and confessed to the murder of Edith Authier. Archer’s body was exhumed in February 2000 to get his DNA. His DNA matched the DNA found on cigarette butts found near Jane Wooley’s body.


Chanal, Pierre
 (November 18, 1946 – October 15, 2003) was a French soldier and a suspected serial killer. Born in the village of Saint Étienne into a desperately poor family with a violent alcoholic father, Chanal enlisted as soon as he was old enough and decided the army was the career for him. He was a born leader and he steadily rose through the ranks to become a senior warrant officer in the illustrious 4th Dragoons regiment. He received high praise for his 
 toughness and dedication to his duty. Chanal volunteered for service with the French military contingent deployed to Beirut at the height of the bloody civil war in Lebanon.

Chanal’s weakness for raping and torturing young men was uncovered in 1988 when a police patrol found him assaulting a terrified Hungarian hitchhiker he had picked up near the Mourmelon camp. The police were investigating a Volkswagen camper van on an isolated country road. Chanal had placed his victim in a parachute harness and his video camera was recording his assault on the young Hungarian. Under arrest, in true military fashion, Chanal gave only his name, rank, and service number to the arresting officers. Every morning in his cell, he would rise at dawn, exercise vigorously, and spend the rest of the day in silence staring at the walls.

A murder investigation began when investigators found a pair of men’s underpants labeled “Made in Britain.” Police believed these belonged to Trevor O’Keefe, a 20-year-old Irishman who had vanished about two years earlier while on a walking tour that had taken him through the Marne region. His naked body was found dumped in nearby woods. He had been savagely beaten, then strangled with a cord knotted in an identical fashion to that taught to the French commando forces.

Eight young men had vanished in or near this same area northeast of Paris known as The Triangle of Death.
 Seven of the bodies had never been found. The majority of them had been army conscripts from the Mourmelon camp where Chanal served. Military authorities had assumed the men were simply deserters. It was learned that Chanal had purchased his video camera only days before the first young man disappeared eight years earlier. Investigators proved that no young men had vanished while Chanal was in Lebanon. Chanal was formerly placed under investigation in connection with disappearances while he was serving his time for raping and torturing the hitchhiker. He was 
 due to be released in 1994, but was kept in detention after the Trevor O’Keefe case was added to his crimes. In June 1995, he was released but was to live at his sister’s home near Lyons under strict judicial control. Meanwhile, investigators submitted traces of human hairs found in the camper van for DNA testing. The results indicated there was a very strong probability that they were hairs from the last two men to disappear.

On October 15, 2003, while on trial for the murder of Trevor O’Keefe, Pierre Chanal committed suicide by severing his left femoral artery with a razor blade.


Chang-shin Liao
 and Chang-shan Hsui
 (ages unknown) were innkeepers in Changshow, China, a small river port on the Yangtze River about 60 miles from Chungking. During the mid-1940s, they robbed and murdered at least 79 people; most of them were staying at their inn. The police had received letters from locals and family members searching for their loved ones. The investigation led them directly to the innkeepers. The innkeepers were arrested in 1945, shortly after the end of World War II. They confessed to police that they had killed about a victim a day. They were convicted of the murders and executed later in 1945.


Chapman, George
 (December 14, 1865 - April 7, 1903) aka Seweryn Klosowski
 was a serial killer in England. He is probably best known as being a suspect in the Jack the Ripper
 murders. Born in Poland, he was given the name Seweryn Antonowicz Klosowski. At age 14, he was an apprentice to senior surgeon, Moshko Rappaport, in Zwolen and assisted in some procedures. He also took a course in practical surgery at Warsaw Praga Hospital and worked as a nurse or doctor’s assistant until 1886 when he left Poland for England.

After his arrival in England, he had several mistresses and poisoned three of them, Mary Spink, Bessie Taylor, and 
 Maud Marsh. The motive for these murders is unclear as he gained nothing from them.

Chapman was working at William Wenzel’s barbershop as an assistant when he met Mary Isabella Spink. Together they leased a barbershop which was unsuccessful and moved it to a more prosperous location. They offered “musical shaves” wherein Chapman gave his haircuts and shaves while Spink played the piano. It became very popular and was a good source of income. For whatever the reason, the barbershop failed and Chapman took a job as manager of a pub. He was an abusive husband. Neighbors reported hearing Spinks crying in the night and she was frequently seen with abrasions and bruises on her face and marks on her throat. Chapman began to poison Spink and she died on Christmas Day 1897, leaving him £500.

Chapman hired Bessie Taylor to work at the pub and they soon had a relationship. Again, Chapman was very abusive to her. They moved to Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire, where he ran another pub. He had begun to poison Bessie before the move and she died on February 14, 1901. Chapman tried to burn down the pub, but the fire was quickly extinguished.

In August 1901, he hired Maud Marsh as a barmaid and they began a relationship with Chapman being abusive to her and then starting to poison her. She died on October 22, 1902.

When he was arrested, one of the detectives from Scotland Yard told the arresting officer, “You’ve got Jack the Ripper
 at last,” although in reality, there is a lack of hard evidence linking Chapman to the Ripper
 murders.

Chapman was charged with the murder of Maud Marsh and convicted. He was sentenced to death. On April 7, 1903, George Chapman was hanged at Wandsworth Prison in London
 .


Chen Yongfeng
 (1983 – 2003) was a “garbage collector” who murdered ten of his competitors in the city of Wenzhou, Zhejiang Province, China, between February and May 2003. These “garbage collectors” sift through the garbage to find any usable material that they can sell. Competition became fierce. Chen began inviting the competitors to his home where he murdered and dismembered them before dumping the body parts in different locations throughout the city.

He was arrested on May 24, 2003, by police officers after they knocked on his door to ask him to move his bicycle. When Chen opened the door, the officers saw a lot of blood. It was the blood of his latest victim, who was the owner of the bicycle. Police recovered 229 body parts in the trash/garbage bins in the city. It took 29 bags to hold them all. Chen had murdered his victims so he could rob them. He stole a total of 10,032 yuan ($1,600 US).

He was ordered by the court to pay nine times that amount to the parents of his victims for funeral expenses. He was sentenced to death on December 5, 2003.


Chernat, Igor
 (c. 1966 – October 21, 1987) was born in Odessa, Ukraine, SSR. He studied at the Velikodolinskaya Secondary School No. 1 in the Odessa Oblast. He then entered a vocational school. In 1985, he was drafted into the Soviet Army and served as an IFV (infantry fighting vehicle) driver. He served in Kamenka as part of the 138th Guards Motor Rifle Brigade.

His first murder was in November 1985, but there are no details available. In March 1986, Yevgeniya Nazarova who came to Kamenka to visit her husband in the medical unit’s infirmary. Chernat led the girl from the checkpoint to a deserted area, raped her, and strangled her to death with fishing line
 .

In mid-April 1986, Vicktoria Bykovskaya was bringing food to her son in the unit when Chernat raped and murdered her.

Within a week or so, Elena Ivanova came to visit her husband and was intercepted by Chernat who then raped and murdered her. However, this time Chernat was seen by a Pvt. Zhevolyuk heading to the nearby forest with a woman and he told his commander.

Large-scale inspections were done in all the military units in Kamenka which revealed desertions by soldiers, theft, hazing, etc. One of the soldiers suspected of stealing military items and selling them, told the authorities that Chernat had stolen most of the items that were missing and sold it in the market of Vyborg.

Chernat went back to Odessa and tried to get new documents for himself but failed. He went to the police and confessed he was responsible for the murders, and he was transported to Leningrad where he went before the military tribunal of the Leningrad Military District. Igor Chernat was sentenced to death by firing squad. The sentence was carried out on October 21, 1987.


Cherry, Ervin
 (b. March 26, 1966) is a convicted killer in the state of Florida. In 1993, Wanda Robinson was murdered in St. Johns County. In March 1994, Katherine Walker was murdered and her decomposed body was found in a ditch in a large field in Hastings, St. Johns County, and Christina Cooper was murdered in Putnam County. All three women were African American; they had been strangled, their clothing left in remote/wooded areas, and the three were murdered over a short period of time, four months.

Cherry was arrested and convicted for the murders of Wanda Robinson in 1993 and Christina Cooper in 1994. He was sentenced to life in prison in 1995
 .

In March 2011, detectives reopened the case of the March 1994 murder of Katherine Walker and charged Ervin Cherry with that murder. He was given another life sentence. He is currently housed at the Northwest Florida Reception Center in Chipley, Florida.


Chessboard Killer
 aka Pichushkin, Alexander
 (b. April 9, 1974) is a serial killer from Moscow, Russia, who killed his first victim when he was still in his teens. According to records, Pichushkin had some type of head injury when he was about four years old and spent time in an institute for the disabled. It is theorized that damage to his frontal cortex caused poor impulse control and a tendency toward aggressive behavior. In 1992, Pichushkin committed his first murder by pushing a boy out of a window. The police did question him about the boy’s death, but released him. The death was later ruled a suicide.

As far as anyone knows, he did not kill again until the early 2000s in Moscow’s Bittsevsky Park. He often targeted the elderly and the homeless by luring them into the park for some drinking. When the victim became intoxicated, Pichushkin would hit him or her repeatedly with a blunt object. He often threw his victims’ bodies into a sewer pit. Some were still alive and drowned.

The more he killed, the more savage the attacks became. People who lived near the park were terrified as Pichushkin began leaving the bodies out in the open to be found. He was finally caught in June 2006 after he killed a woman he worked with at a supermarket. She had left a note for her son to tell him that she was going for a walk with Pichushkin.

After he was arrested, police discovered a chess board at his home. The chessboard had dates on 61 or 62 of the squares. Pichushkin had been trying to kill as many people as there were squares on the chessboard. Police were only able to tie him to 51 murders. He was convicted in October 2007 when the jury found him guilty of 48 of the murders 
 and three counts of attempted murder. He was sentenced to life in prison at the arctic penal colony known as Polar Owl, with the first 15 years in solitary confinement.


Chester, Elroy
 (June 14, 1969 – June 12, 2013) was convicted of shooting and killing a firefighter, Willie Tyman III, in Port Arthur, Texas, after raping Tyman’s two nieces. He claimed he was “out of his mind with hate for white people.” He confessed to four other murders. His DNA was a match to three rapes, including that of a 10-year-old girl.

He was sentenced to death and was to be executed on April 24, 2013, but due to an error in the death warrant, the execution was delayed. The Texas court system ruled that Elroy was legally competent to be executed, since he was capable of hiding facts and lying to protect himself, using masks and gloves while committing his crimes and cutting exterior phone lines before entering homes of his victims.

Elroy Chester was executed by lethal injection on June 12, 2013 at the Texas State Penitentiary, Huntsville Unit, in Huntsville, Texas.


Chijon Family
 was a gang of cannibals in South Korea founded in 1993 by Kim Ki-hwan
 , a former convict, six other former convicts, and some unemployed workers. They all had a grudge against the rich. Kim ordered the gang to kidnap wealthy people and extort money from their families. The gang murdered the best customers of one of the most exclusive department stores in Seoul.

Six members of the gang were found guilty of murdering five people in 1994. They buried some on remote hillsides and burned the rest in an incinerator built especially for that purpose at their remote hideout.

One member admitted to dismembering and eating the flesh of his victims to fire up his courage and to renounce his humanity. The gang managed to buy a mailing list from Seoul’s exclusive Hyundai department store. It contained 
 the names of some 1,200 of the store’s best customers who paid with credit cards. They chose their victims from this list. The gang members were eventually caught. None of the murderers showed any sign of remorse during their trials and sentencings. One of the gang members told a television reporter that his only regret was that he had not killed more rich kids. They were sentenced to death for the murders of five people and on November 2, 1995, all members of the Chijon family were executed.


Childs, Bruce
 (b. 1936) and MacKenney, Henry
 were contract killers in England who were linked to at least eleven murders between 1965 – 1979. Both were sentenced to life terms on six counts of murder in 1980. On October 30, 2003, MacKenney was released on bail after the court was told that evidence against him given by Bruce Childs, a compulsive liar, was worthless. Childs is still in prison.


Chilly
 aka Macon, Matthew Emmanuel
 (b. September 8, 1979) was a spree/serial killer in Lansing, Michigan, who murdered one woman in 2004 and five women between July 26 and August 25, 2007. Macon was a registered sex offender and had just been released from state prison on June 26, 2007, after serving time for larceny and parole violations. He had an extensive juvenile criminal record which included two sex offenses, as well as breaking and entering.

He was arrested on August 28, 2007, and charged with the murders of Ruth Hallman, age 76; Deborah Kaye Cooke, age 36; Debra Renfors, age 56; Sandra Eichorn, age 64; and Karen Yates, age 41. On August 14, a woman, age 56, was assaulted in her home but her dog scared the man off. She was able to give the police a description of her attacker. This and evidence found inside her home led them to Macon. All of the victims were white and lived alone, and all had been raped and beaten
 .

There had been a series of assaults on middle-aged and elderly women who lived alone in 2003. In 2004, Barbara Jean Tuttle, age 45, was murdered in a similar fashion. Macon may be charged with this murder.

On June 28, 2008, Matthew Macon was sentenced to two terms of life in prison without the possibility of parole. He is currently housed at the St. Louis Correctional Facility, St. Louis, Michigan.


China Cannibal Murders 1986
 .
 In Xidan, a district of Beijing, China, an unnamed restaurant owner was arrested on charges of murdering three teenagers (two boys and one girl), cooking their flesh, and serving it to members of his own family as “pork.” No disposition of this case was found.


China Cannibal Murders 2012
 aka Zhang Yongming
 (c. 1956 – January 10, 2013) was a serial killer in China who murdered 11 men between 2008 and 2012. Little is known about Zhang Yongming before he was arrested in 1979 for intentional homicide. He received several sentence reductions, was released in September 1997, and given some land near Nanmen, Jincheng Township, Jinning County.

In 2012, a team of investigators were sent to Yunnan Province after learning of missing teenagers, who disappeared starting 2008. Han Yao, age 19, who was one of the missing, was confirmed as having been murdered. The investigators determined that a serial killer was attacking males walking along a road near Zhang’s home. It was thought that Zhang disposed of the bodies in various ways—dismemberment, burning, and burial in an effort to dispose of the evidence.

When investigators visited Zhang’s home, they were greeted by human eyeballs preserved in bottles and what appeared to be human flesh drying. It was alleged that he 
 fed some of the flesh to his dogs and sold some at the local market. He called it “ostrich meat.”

Zhang refused to apologize for the murders and showed no remorse at his trial. He was sentenced to death and was executed on January 10, 2013.


Chinn III, Sam
 (b. April 12, 1960) was already serving a life sentence at Attica Correctional Facility in Attica, New York, for two murders in Syracuse, the first during a sexual encounter and the second a neighbor of the woman murdered, because he was afraid that the neighbor would tell his girlfriend that he was having sex with another woman. At his trial in 1987, he was found guilty of two murders and sentenced to two terms of life in prison with no possibility of parole.

He was then tied to a murder in Fort Worth, Texas. His DNA matched semen found in the body of 89-year-old widow, Christina Banks, who was raped and murdered in 1989. If he is tried in Texas for the murder of Christina Banks, he could receive the death penalty.


Chong Du-Yong
 (b. December 31, 1968) was born in Busan, South Korea, the youngest of five children. His father died when he was two years old, and his mother remarried shortly after. He was sent to live with an uncle, but for whatever reason, Chong was subsequently sent to an orphanage where he grew up. He went to prison for 11 years in 1986 for the murder of Officer Kim Chanil. Shortly after his release, he was arrested for theft and spent six more months in prison.

Upon his release in May 1999, he murdered nine people during 16 robberies in Busan, Ulsan, Gyeongnam, and Chungham.

On June 2, 1999 he murdered Lee Young-ja, a housekeeper while robbing a home in a wealthy area of Busan. Her face was almost obliterated. On September 15, 
 he murdered a housemaid in the high-end villas of Seo-gu in Busan while stealing money. On October 21, he murdered a mother, age 53, and her son, age 24, in a luxury housing complex in Ulsan while committing a robbery.

On March 11, Chong robbed a wealthy residence in Seo-gu and murdered one woman and let the other live because she told him she had a baby. She told officers that the killer was tall and 20 to 30 years old. This information was sent to the national police headquarters.

On April 8, 2000, Chong murdered Chung Jin-tae, age 76, and his housekeeper. He also hit Chung’s grandmother with a baseball bat. At the hospital she told a police officer that the killer had stolen a check worth 24.3 won (monetary unit of South Korea) and later pointed him out to officials.

On July 21, 2000, Chong Du Yong was found guilty of 16 robberies and nine murders. He was sentenced to death. On September 28, 2016, Chong nearly escaped using a ladder he secretly built in the workshop. He made it over the first two of three walls at the prison before being apprehended. His brother-in-law Kim was an accomplice but was not aware that Chong had murdered anyone. He was sentenced to 18 months.


Chopper
 aka Read, Mark Brandon
 (November 17, 1954 – October 9, 2013) was placed in a children’s home as a baby and lived there until he was five years old. His father was a World War II army veteran and his mother a devout Seventh-day Adventist. No reason was given for putting him in a children’s home. At age five, he was apparently taken out of the home by his parents and raised in Collingwood and Fitzroy, Melbourne suburbs. His father beat him often and he again became a ward of the state at age 14. He was bullied at school and by age 15 claimed he had lost “several hundred fights.”

Read became the leader of the Surrey Road gang notorious for their violence. He began robbing drug dealers 
 and graduated to kidnapping and torturing members of the underworld. He was arrested many times for a variety of crimes and between the ages of 20 and 38, he had spent only 13 months outside prison.

In 1992, he was arrested and convicted of shooting Sidney Michael Edward Collins. Read pleaded not guilty, but was found guilty of an unlawful act causing bodily harm. He was sentenced to indefinite detention as a “dangerous criminal.” He was paroled in 1998.

Sidney Collins disappeared and Read was questioned but denied having in part in his disappearance, although Read admitted to murdering Collins on an episode of the Australian 60 Minutes
 that aired on October 20, 2013, after his death.

Read claims to have killed 19 people and attempted to murder 11 others. He later remarked that he hadn’t killed 19, probably four or seven.

He became an author, writing about his life. His first book was Chopper: From the Inside.
 He wrote at least ten books, mostly about his life as a criminal and a prisoner. He has sold a total of about 500,000 copies.

He was married twice and has two sons, one by each marriage. He contacted hepatitis C while in prison. In April 2012, he was diagnosed with liver cancer and underwent surgery to remove tumors on his liver. He died on October 9, 2013 at Royal Melbourne Hospital, Parkville, Victoria.


Choyse, William Jennings
 (b. 1954) was a family man, trash hauler, and serial killer in San Joaquin County, California, who raped and murdered at least three women who were reportedly prostitutes. He bound their hands and feet, then raped them at gunpoint, shot them execution style in the head, and dumped their bodies.

William Jennings Choyse was found guilty of murdering Victoria Bell on April 3, 1988, in Oakland; Lawanda Beck on July 2, 1997, in Stockton; and Gwendolyn Lee on August 11, 1997, 
 also in Stockton. He was sentenced to death for each murder. He was also sentenced to 81 years and four months to life for kidnapping and raping another woman. He set her free and she testified against him.

He is incarcerated at San Quentin Prison, San Quentin, California in a four x nine foot cell, one of 677 inmates in their individual cells on the former death row.


Christenson, William Dean
 (b. 1945) was first arrested in 1969 in Washington, D.C. He stabbed a teenage girl during an assault and was charged with assault and battery. In 1971, he pleaded guilty to the rape of a go-go dancer. He was released in 1980, after serving nine years. By 1981, he was in Montreal using the name “Richard Owen” when he was charged with rape in that city. A plea deal resulted in him being charged only with indecent assault and he was jailed. He was released in 1982, instead of being returned to Maryland as a parole violator and a suspect in several other sex crimes. On April 27, 1982, the body of Sylvie Trudel, age 27, was found in Richard Owen’s Montreal apartment. She had been dismembered and decapitated. The dismembered body of Murielle Guay, age 26, was found later the same day at Mille-Isles about 50 miles north of Montreal.

Christenson came back to the US from Canada and met his parents in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, where they gave him $5,000. They were later charged with harboring a fugitive. Christenson drifted through the eastern US states. While living in Scranton, Pennsylvania, under the name of “Stanley Holl”, Michelle Angiers’ body was found in a tavern parking lot in nearby Dickson on September 13, 1982. She had at least 30 stab wounds.

In June 1983, Christenson shot and wounded two black men in Trenton, New Jersey. On December 4, he used the same gun to murder an African American man, Jeffrey Schrader, age 51, in a barroom brawl in Philadelphia. 
 After the arrest, police searched his apartment and found a bloody mattress and a bloody hacksaw matted with human hair. His roommate had disappeared. No trace has ever been found of the dancer who shared this apartment with him.

Charges were mounting for Christenson. He was wanted in Trenton, New Jersey, for the shooting of the two African American men in June 1983; Montgomery County, Maryland, wanted him for another rape charge, and he was a suspect in two other murders. Police have put him on the suspect list of at least 13 other deaths and maybe as many as 30.

William Christenson was arrested and convicted of the murder of Jeffrey Schrader in Philadelphia and received a sentence of life without parole.


Christiansen, Thor Nis
 (December 28, 1957 – March 30, 1981) was a serial killer born in Denmark who immigrated to the United States with his family in 1962. The family settled in Solvang, California, where his father, Nis, ran a restaurant. Thor had a high IQ and was a good student until high school, when he got involved with smoking marijuana, drinking, and neglecting school. He moved out of the family home, dropped out of school, and worked at a gas station.

He became obsessed with thoughts of shooting women and having sex with their corpses. He committed three murders with a .22 pistol he had stolen from a friend. He moved to Oregon, then back to Santa Barbara County, California, where he completed high school at a junior college and received his diploma. He moved in with a woman whom he met while she was hitchhiking and committed his fourth murder. He picked up his victims in his car, shot them in the head, and had sex with their corpses. Several young women disappeared from Isla Vista in late 1976.

Jacqueline Ann Rook, age 21, disappeared from a bus stop in Goleta, California, on November 26, 1976. Her body 
 was found on January 20, 1977. Patricia Marie Laney, age 21, disappeared on the same day. Her body was found on January 20, 1977 in the Santa Ynez Mountains on an isolated road near the site where Rook’s body was found. Mary Ann Sarris, age 19, disappeared on December 6, 1976. On May 22, 1977, her body was found near Los Alamos. On April 18, 1979, Christensen stopped his vehicle to give hitchhiker Lydia Preston a ride. He shot Lydia Preston in the head, but she escaped even though she was severely injured. Laura Sue Benjamin disappeared on May 26, 1979. Her body was found in a culvert near Angeles Forest Highway and Big Tujunga Road in the San Gabriel Mountains on May 26, 1979.

On July 11, 1979, Lydia Preston recognized Christiansen at the Bottom Line Bar in Hollywood and called police. Christiansen was arrested. After his arrest, authorities in Santa Barbara County realized they had investigated him as a suspect, along with 100 others, in the murders in 1977 and had noted that he had a .22 pistol when he was arrested for drunk driving.

In 1980, Christiansen was tried in Santa Monica for the murder of Laura Sue Benjamin and found guilty. In June 1980, he was convicted of the Isla Vista murders and sentenced to life in prison (California did not have a death penalty at that time).

On March 30, 1981, Thor Nis Christiansen was stabbed to death in Folsom Prison, California, by an unknown inmate.


Cincinnati Strangler
 aka Laskey, Jr., Posteal
 (1938 – May 29, 2007) was a taxi driver believed to be a serial killer in Cincinnati, Ohio. During 1965-66, seven elderly women were raped and strangled. The women in Cincinnati were terrified and locksmiths and hardware stores were unable to keep up with the demand for new locks. In December 1966, Posteal Laskey was arrested and charged with one murder. 
 The killings stopped, making investigators believe that he was indeed the killer of all seven. He was convicted and sentenced to death. When the death penalty was invalidated by the Supreme Court, Laskey’s sentenced was commuted to life imprisonment. He was incarcerated at the Pickaway Correctional Institute and would have been eligible for a parole hearing in 2017; however, he died on May 29, 2007, of natural causes. No one claimed his body and he is buried in a prison cemetery.


Clairmont Killer
 was Prince Jr., Cleophus
 (b. July 25, 1967) raped and murdered six women in San Diego County, California, in 1990. He had connections to the places where the murders took place. He either lived close or had friends who lived close. All of his victims had just left a local gym.

Tiffany Paige Schultz, age 20, lived in an apartment complex adjacent to Buena Vista Gardens. She was raped and murdered on January 12, 1990.

Janene Marie Weinhold, age 21, also lived in an apartment adjacent to Buena Vista Gardens. She was raped and murdered on February 16, 1990. Prince was tied to her murder through DNA testing.

Holly Suzanne Tarr, age 18, was visiting with her brother and staying at his apartment at Buena Vista Gardens. She was raped and murdered on April 3, 1990. A ring belonging to Holly was given by Prince to his girlfriend in December 1990.

Elissa Naomi Keller, age 38, lived in an apartment in East San Diego. Prince had moved into the same apartment complex in early May 1990. Keller was raped and murdered on May 21, 1990. A gold nugget ring belonging to Keller was traced to Prince.

Pamela Gail Clark, age 42, lived in University City with her daughter Amber, age 18. They were raped and murdered on September 13, 1990. Two roommates testified 
 that Prince was in possession of Clark’s wedding ring and had been seen wearing it on a chain around his neck.

A woman, who had just returned from the gym, was preparing to get into the shower when she heard someone picking her door lock. She escaped through a rear window and found a

friend who went to her apartment and confronted the intruder. The intruder excused himself and left. The description of the intruder that the two gave to authorities was good enough that it led to Prince’s arrest on March 3, 1991 in Birmingham, Alabama. He was extradited to San Diego and charged with the six murders.

Cleophus Prince Jr. was convicted of the murders and on November 5, 1993, he was sentenced to death. He is currently on death row at San Quentin Prison, San Quentin, California.


Clarey Jr., Richard N.
 (b. July 18, 1960) was raised by his American parents working abroad in West Germany. He had a troubled childhood and wound up using drugs. In 1977, he left Wiesbaden, Germany, and moved to the United States. He lived briefly with an aunt in Oregon. He spent the next couple of years drifting through the western states. He supported himself with burglaries, armed robberies, and drug sales. He finally settled in Kalamazoo, Michigan. He stayed there for four years before he craved a change.

On April 15, 1984, he murdered Robert Baranski, age 35, in Kalamazoo. His body was dumped in Lake Michigan. Clarey stole Baranski’s car and started out on a trip across the country, but he only got as far as New Buffalo before he ran the stolen vehicle into a ditch on April 17. Two tourists approached from a nearby rest stop, and Clarey shot and killed both men, Floyd Homes and Dean Bultema. He then slipped across the border into Indiana. He was arrested later the same day. Police found him hiding in a garage in 
 La Porte. Clarey was returned to Michigan to face murder charges.

At his trial in late 1984, defense attorneys blamed Clarey’s crimes on nightmares generated by his childhood. They claimed that Clarey was possessed by dreams of German Nazis who demanded that he kill Americans. Clarey had a swastika tattoo on his chest and the tattoo of a German helmet on his arm. The jury bought none of this and on December 20, 1984, Clarey was convicted of the double murder of the tourists. He was sentenced to life without the possibility of parole.

In an interview with a psychologist in 1985, Clarey confessed to committing “more than 100 but less than 150 murders” since he was 15 years old. However, one person he claimed to have murdered was found alive and well. In his murder trial in February 1985, Clarey pleaded guilty but mentally ill in the murder of Robert Baranski. He received another term of life. He is currently serving his sentence at the Saginaw Correctional Facility.


Clark, Hayden
 (b. July 31, 1952) aka Hadden Clark
 was a cross-dresser, serial killer, and cannibal in Maryland. He claims to have murdered as many as a dozen women and girls along the east coast between the mid-70s and 1993. He is suspected of more killings, possibly in Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Pennsylvania. He has been convicted of only two murders in Maryland. Clark was diagnosed with paranoid schizophrenia in 1985 when he was discharged from the navy. He has been in and out of mental institutions.

On May 31, 1986, Michele Dorr was seen leaving her father’s kitchen in a pink ruffled bathing suit for the turtle-shaped plastic pool in his backyard. At the time, Clark was living in the basement of his brother’s house, two doors from where Michele was visiting with her father. Her mother and father were in the midst of a nasty divorce. 
 Michele was never seen again. The father was the main suspect in Michele’s disappearance.

In October 1992, Laura Houghteling, a Harvard graduate, disappeared from her home in Bethesda. Clark became a suspect when police learned that he had a history of mental problems and had occasionally done gardening for the Houghteling family. Clark was arrested after police found his bloody fingerprint on one of Laura’s pillowcases. In 1993, Clark pleaded guilty to second-degree murder and led police to the shallow grave where Laura was buried. The location was not far from where he had abducted her. During the course of the interrogation, Clark made some statements that made him the prime suspect in the disappearance of Michele Dorr.

Investigators had found bloodstains on the floorboards of Clark’s brother’s house. They compared these bloodstains with Michele’s mother’s MtDNA.

Hayden Clark was convicted of the murders and is serving two 30-year sentences at Eastern Correctional Institute in Westover, Maryland.

Hayden met a fellow inmate whom he believes is Jesus Christ. He has confessed to “Jesus” that he has killed many women and girls, two of whom he buried at Cape Cod back in the 1970s; a body buried in Meriden, Connecticut, around 1980 on family-owned property; and others. Each time he was taken to the area by authorities to locate the bodies, but so far no other bodies have been found. On one occasion, Clark led police to a bucket where they found 230 pieces of women’s jewelry buried on the Cape Cod property. One of the pieces was Laura Houghteling’s high school ring. Where did the other 229 pieces of jewelry come from—other victims? On at least two occasions, the inmate “Jesus” accompanied Clark and investigators on their trip. “Jesus” is the only one who can calm Clark down during his frequent psychotic breakdowns. On a trip to the West Mountain area in Connecticut, Clark refused to cooperate 
 with authorities until they procured women’s clothing for him. They complied and stopped at a nearby K-mart to buy a skirt, panties, and a bra. Clark complained that the skirt was the wrong size, but he kept the panties and bra.

Authorities are not sure if Clark is the serial killer he claims to be or if it is all a lie, and he is taking them for a ride.


Clark, Roland
 (c. 1912 – March 1972) was a physician in Detroit, Michigan, who should not have been. Between 1954 and 1967, his medical license was revoked four times—once for gross misconduct, twice for moral turpitude, and once without specific charges. Each time he was able to be reinstated. During the same period, his record showed 25 complaints to the Michigan medical board, including three cases of death from drug overdoses in his office. There were also allegations of illegal abortion, sexual assaults on patients, child molestation, excessive drug treatment for mythical ailments, and practicing without a license. He was committed to a state hospital in 1958 and was released as “recovered” in less than three months.

On March 20, 1957, his 63-year-old assistant, Hannah Bowerbank, collapsed and died on the job. Police regarded the circumstances as “curious.”

Eight months later part-time assistant, Grace Neil, died on November 3 while at the office, also regarded by the police as “curious.”

That same night, the police found a hearse containing a corpse bagged for transport parked illegally at Clark’s office. An autopsy showed traces of sodium pentothal, but police had no warrants and could not arrest Clark. They returned on November 16, but Clark was not there. A 12-hour pursuit ended when bloodhounds ran him to ground near Port Austin, 125 miles north of Detroit. Clark was arrested and held in jail while they probed the deaths of at least nine patents, but nothing was found to warrant a murder charge. 
 Clark was convicted on two counts of manslaughter in the deaths of his assistants and was sentenced to prison for a term of three to 15 years. In March 1972, Clark fell to his death at the State Penitentiary in Jackson, Michigan.


Classified Ad Rapist
 aka Long, Robert J.
 (October 14, 1953 – May 23, 2019) aka Bobbie Joe
 , killed at least ten women in the Tampa Bay area during 1984. Before the Florida murders, Bobbie Joe Long lived in Long Beach, California, where he answered classified ads. When he found a woman alone, he robbed and raped her. It is not known how many women he raped in California. These crimes were never prosecuted.

Long moved to Florida about 1980 and committed at least 50 rapes. He was called the Classified Ad Rapist
 by the media. Again he used the classified ads as his means to gain entry into the homes of the women he raped in Fort Lauderdale, Ocala, and Miami-Dade County. In 1981, he was convicted of rape and found guilty. He requested a new trial, but this trial never took place and the charges were later dropped. In 1983, Long moved to the Tampa area where he drove around areas known for prostitution and bars, hoping to find women alone. He claimed that the women all approached him and he persuaded them to get in his car, and then took them to his apartment. Once there he bound his victim with rope, raped, and murdered her. He told authorities he derived sadistic pleasure from the abduction, rape, and murder by bludgeoning, strangling, or slashing their throats. He would then pose the victim in unique positions or with legs spread apart or at odd angles in a location where the victim was easily found. The first victim was found in May 1984, in Hillsborough County. Long is known to have murdered at least ten women over a period of eight months. He was arrested on November 16, 1984, and charged with the sexual battery and kidnapping of Lisa McVey, the last known victim of Bobbie Joe Long
 .

The FBI had linked Long to the murders. Long confessed, but the confession was later thrown out. He pleaded guilty to eight of the murders and to the abduction and rape of Lisa McVey. Long received 26 life sentences without the possibility of parole. Twenty-four of the life sentences were to run concurrently and two were to run consecutively. He also received seven life sentences with the possibility of parole after 25 years. The State retained the option to seek the death penalty for the murder of Michelle Simms.

In July 1986, Bobbie Joe Long was tried for the murder of Michelle Simms. He was found guilty and sentenced to death. On April 23, 2019, Florida’s Governor Ron DeSantis signed Long’s death warrant. Long was executed by lethal injection one month later, on May 23, 2019.


Clements, Robert George
 (1880 – 1947) was a physician and a fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons in Northern Ireland. He was also a suspected serial killer.

Clements is suspected of the murder of his fourth wife, Amy Victoria Burnett, who died of morphine poisoning. She was the daughter of a wealthy industrialist. She fell ill on May 26, 1947, and Clements called a doctor. They both agreed that she was suffering from myeloid leukemia (an abnormal increase in the number of white blood cells in the circulating blood). This was confirmed by a botched autopsy by Dr. James Houston.

Three of Clements’ wives were quite wealthy when he married them, but were almost penniless when they died. His third wife was not wealthy. The death of his fourth wife raised speculation that he could have murdered his other three wives. His first wife died of “sleeping sickness” in 1920. His second wife died of endocarditis (inflammation of the lining of the heart and valves) in 1925. His third wife died of cancer.

Clements committed suicide before he could be arrested. He had left a note: “To Whom it May Concern: I can no 
 longer tolerate the diabolical insults to which I have been recently exposed.” Dr. Houston also committed suicide when he learned that his post-mortem of Amy Victoria Burnett had missed the presence of morphine.


Clepper, Gregory
 (b. May 12, 1968) was a sexual predator and serial killer who preyed on drug-addicted prostitutes on the South Side of Chicago. He killed them after they objected to his refusal to pay for sex. He killed for the first time in 1991.

Authorities believe that he may have murdered as many as 25 – 30 women. On May 2, 1996, he was arrested at a relative’s house after he had boasted to a friend about one of the murders. A body was found in the closet of the bedroom in the house he shared with his mother, Gladys Clepper. He was charged with strangling eight women. Some of the victims had been dumped in garbage bins around Chicago’s South Side.

One of Clepper’s last murders was that of Patricia Scott, age 30, whose body was found in a trash container behind Calumet High School. He had apparently killed Scott a day earlier at the home he shared with his mother, who helped dispose of the body, along with a friend of Gregory Clepper’s. Mrs. Clepper was charged with one count of concealing a homicide. The friend, Eric Henderson, was charged with two counts of concealing a homicide.

A plea agreement was reached with Clepper on March 21, 2001. He was sentenced to 80 years in prison for one murder. Prosecutors dropped 12 murder charges against him in exchange for him admitting to killing Patricia Scott. Clepper does remain a suspect in 15 other murders. If DNA in these 15 cases or any of the 12 cases previously dropped, he can be charged with those murders, but he will not be eligible for the death penalty. He is incarcerated at Stateville Correctional Center in Illinois
 .


Cleveland Black Widow
 was Murray, Edith
 from Cleveland, Ohio, suspected of murdering three of her five husbands and possibly two of her children. On May 1, 1922, police arrested the woman on suspicion of poisoning her fifth husband for his $11,000 life insurance. They stated that the woman was also suspected of the mysterious deaths of husbands number three and four. The two children, fathered by Husband Number One, died some years before from “accidental” consumption of poison tablets. The autopsy showed arsenic in the remains of husband number five. Authorities stated that they would exhume the bodies of the other suspected victims. But there, the story ends. There are no records beyond May 7, 1922. A search of official files, conducted by police in Cleveland during April 1988, revealed no documents relating to the prisoner, her victims, or the full-scale investigation that made headlines six decades before.


Cleveland Strangler
 aka Selepe, David
 (c. 1965 – 1994) is alleged to have raped and strangled 11 women in the 1990s in Cleveland, South Africa. In December 1994, he was killed by police as he attacked them during a tour of the murder sites.


Click, Franklin
 (1919 – December 30, 1950) was a rapist and murderer of three women in Fort Wayne, Indiana in 1944. He was given a death sentence and was executed on December 30, 1950.


Code Jr., Nathaniel Robert
 (b. March 12, 1956) was born in Shreveport, Louisiana. At the age of 20 he was sent to prison for aggravated rape. He was paroled in 1984, returned to Shreveport, and got married. He seemed to be living the role of a reformed con. He was not—he had started to kill soon after his release from prison
 .

On August 31, 1984, Debra Ford was murdered inside her home. The 25-year-old woman had been found tied up with electric cord and gagged. She had been stabbed 18 times and her throat cut so severely she was nearly decapitated. Code lived nearby.

On July 19, 1985, four people were found dead only a few blocks from Debra Ford’s home. Vivian Chaney was found tied up with electric cord, drowned in the bathtub, and draped over the edge of the bathtub. Vivian’s boyfriend, Billy Joe Harris, had been shot twice in the head and twice in the chest, and his throat had been cut. Harris had been bound by shoelaces and telephone cords. Vivian’s brother, Jerry Culbert, was not bound. He had been fatally shot in the head at close range while he was sleeping. Carlitha Culbert, Vivian’s 15-year-old daughter, was found tied up with electrical cord in the living room. She had been slashed viciously in the throat area. The killer had spared the lives of Vivian’s two youngest girls.

On August 5, 1987, Code made a huge mistake—he murdered someone close to him, his grandfather, William. He and two boys, 8-year-old Eric Williams and 12-year-old Joe Robinson (grandsons of a friend) were found murdered in William’s home. William was bound and gagged. He had been severely beaten and stabbed 13 times. Eric was found in a guest bedroom bound and gagged. He had been strangled to death. Joe was also found tied up and gagged. He had been beaten and strangled in the living room. Bruising on top of his shoulders and collarbones suggested a forced sexual assault had been attempted. A neighbor had seen Nathaniel Code leaving his grandfather’s residence on the night of the murders.

Nathaniel Code went on trial on September 24, 1990 and was convicted of murder. He received the death penalty. Code is currently on death row at Louisiana State Prison in Angola, Louisiana
 .


Co-Ed Killer
 aka Kemper III, Edmund Emil “Big Ed”
 (b. December 18, 1948) was a very bright but troubled child who displayed sociopathic behavior. He stabbed a cat when still a child, acted out bizarre sexual rituals with his sisters’ dolls, and was a pyromaniac. His parents divorced when he was only nine years old. He had a close relationship with his father, but not with his mother. After the divorce, his mother moved his sisters and him to Helena, Montana. His mother was an alcoholic and a violent woman. She constantly belittled and humiliated him, often making him sleep in the basement behind a locked door.

Kemper ran away from home in 1963 to find his father in California. He found him and also found that he had remarried and did not want anything to do with his son. Kemper’s father took him to his paternal grandparents and placed the 14-year-old in their care, but the young Kemper was not happy—he disliked his grandmother. On August 27, 1964, Kemper shot his grandmother after an argument. When his grandfather arrived home, Kemper went outside, shot him by his car, and hid the body. He then called his mother to tell her what had happened and she told him to call the police. He later told police that he had shot his grandmother to see what it felt like and he killed his grandfather so that he would not find out that his wife had been murdered. Since Kemper was only 15 years old, he was turned over to the California Youth Authority. They determined that he had a very high IQ but suffered from paranoid schizophrenia, and he was sent to Atascadero State Hospital for the criminally insane. He was released in 1969, when he was 21 years old. He was advised not to live with his mother because of her history of abuse. His mother had moved back to California after ending her third marriage and taken a job with the University of California, Santa Cruz. Kemper ignored the advice from his doctors at the state hospital and moved in with her
 .

Kemper attended the community college and worked a variety of jobs. He was hired by the California Highway Department in 1971. He applied for a job as a state trooper, but due to his size (6 ft. 9 in. and 300 lbs.), he was rejected. He did hang out with some of the Santa Cruz police officers. One gave him a training-school badge and handcuffs, and another loaned him a gun. He had a car not dissimilar to the Santa Cruz police cars. Shortly afterward, he was hit by a car while on his motorcycle, badly injuring one of his arms. He received a $15,000 settlement in his civil suit and bought a new car with some of his money. He was now unable to work. He had a lot of time on his hands and he began to have murderous desires. He had noticed a large number of women hitchhiking in the area.

He began picking up the female hitchhikers and then letting them go. But on May 7, 1972, he picked up Mary Ann Pesce and Anita Luchessa. They did not make it to their destination. On August 15, a female head was discovered in the woods and was later identified as Mary Ann Pesce. Anita Luchessa’s remains were never found.

On January 7, 1973, Kemper picked up Cindy Schall, who was hitchhiking. He shot her, then took her to his mother’s home where he hid the body in his room. The following day, he dismembered her corpse and threw the parts in the ocean. Some of them washed up on shore.

Kemper’s mother had got him a campus parking sticker so he could pick her up after work. On February 5, 1973, the sticker gave him the opportunity to pick up Rosalind Thorpe and Alice Liu. He shot both women, decapitated them, and dismembered the bodies. He removed the bullets from their heads and disposed of the body parts in several locations. In March, some remains were found of both women by hikers near Highway 1 in San Mateo County.

On April 20, 1973, Kemper beat his mother to death with a hammer after an argument. He then cut her throat with a knife, removed her larynx, and put it into the garbage 
 disposal. Afterwards, Kemper invited his mother’s friend Sara “Sally” Hallett over. He murdered her shortly after she arrived at the house and hid her body in a closet.

The next day he left the home and drove around for several days. From Pueblo, Colorado, he called the Santa Cruz police and confessed to his murders. The police could not believe that “Big Ed” was a killer.

Kemper was charged with eight counts of first-degree murder. At his trial in October –

November 1973, he was found guilty. The judge asked Kemper what he thought his punishment should be, to which he replied, “I should be tortured to death.” He was sentenced to eight concurrent life sentences. He is presently at California Medical Facility in Vacaville, a centrally located medical/psychiatric institution for the health care needs of the male felon population in California›s prisons. He was denied parole in 2017 and will next be eligible in 2024.


Coffman, Cynthia
 (b. January 19, 1962) and Marlow, James Gregory
 (b. 1957) were a pair of serial killers in Arizona and California. They met when Cynthia was visiting her boyfriend in the San Bernardino County Jail. Marlow was the boyfriend’s cell mate and was doing time for the theft of his sixth wife’s car. It was love at first sight. As soon as Marlow was released, they left California and survived by sponging off Marlow’s relatives and ripping off valuables, until the relatives wanted nothing else to do with them. In 1986, they were linked to a burglary in a home in Whitley County, Kentucky. A few days later, they were married in Tennessee. They drifted west and wound up back in California.

On October 11, 1986, Sandra Neary, age 32, left home in Costa Mesa to get some cash from the ATM at her bank. She never returned home. Her car was found in a local 
 parking lot. On October 24, her badly decomposing corpse was found by hikers near Corona.

On October 28, Pamela Simmons, age 35, disappeared from Bullhead City, Arizona. Police believe she was withdrawing money from an ATM. Her car was found near police headquarters.

On November 7, Corinna Novis vanished while on an errand in Redlands, California. She was kidnapped from an urban shopping mall in broad daylight.

On November 12, Lynel Murray, age 19, disappeared. Her car was found outside the dry cleaning shop where she worked in Orange County. Her naked, strangled body was found in a Huntington Beach motel room. There was evidence of a sexual assault.

After the first evidence was found, the case was quickly solved. Corinna Novis’ checkbook was found in a dumpster in Laguna Niguel in a fast-food takeout bag along with papers bearing the names of Cynthia Coffman and James Marlow. They were linked to a San Bernardino motel room where stationery was found bearing practice signatures of Lynel Murray’s name. A statewide alert was issued for both Marlow and Coffman. They were registered guests at a mountain lodge at Big Bear City. The proprietor had recognized them and called the police. The lodge was empty when a 100-man posse arrived. They fanned out through the woods and found the couple hiking along a mountain road. They surrendered without incident. Cynthia led officers to a shallow grave in Fontana, where they found Corinna Novis’ body.

On November 17, both Marlow and Coffman were formally charged with the murder of Corinna Novis. While awaiting trial, they had a falling out and each blamed the other for the murders. They went on trial on July 18, 1989. They were convicted and sentenced to death on August 30, 1989
 .

As of this writing, Cynthia Coffman is incarcerated at the Central California Women’s Facility and James Marlow is sitting on death row in San Quentin Prison in California.


Colalillo, Angelo
 (1964 – January 10, 2006) was a serial rapist and murderer in Montreal, Quebec, Canada. It is believed that he murdered two women in 1993 and one in 2002, and attempted two other murders in 2002.

In February 1993, 12-year-old Christine Speich stayed home from school. She died in a house fire that day which was believed to have been caused by faulty wiring. It took police nine years to realize that she had been murdered and sexually assaulted.

In April 1993, Anna-Lisa Cefali also died in a house fire. Investigators determined that the fire was deliberately set and ruled her death a suicide. She knew Colalillo and was supposed to have met him that morning to discuss going to work for him as his secretary.

On May 7, 2002, Jessica Grimard, age 14, disappeared. Her father found her body in a wooded area within view of her home. She had been sexually assaulted and stabbed repeatedly.

In July 2002, Colalillo lured a young woman into his car, but she managed to escape while being sexually assaulted.

In September 2002, in the town of Ste. Therese north of Montreal, a man talked his way into the apartment of a 20-year-old woman. He raped her and dragged her nearly unconscious body into the bedroom and set the room on fire. The woman was awakened by the smoke detector and escaped. Colalillo was arrested after this sexual assault.

Documents were found in Colalillo’s home during that arrest that linked him to the murder of 14-year-old Jessica Grimard. While in jail, Colalillo bragged about his rapes and murders in correspondence with Marlene Chalfoun, probation officer, and to Nick Paccione, an inmate. The correspondence to Paccione was intercepted by the warden 
 at Port Cartier Prison where Paccione was incarcerated. Some of the letters described how to hide evidence of rape and murder by setting the crime scene on fire. It made police realize that both Speich and Cefali had been his victims in 1993.

Angelo Colalillo’s trial was supposed to start on Tuesday, January 10, 2006, but on Saturday before the trial was to begin, he was taken to a hospital in Montreal from the detention center. He was in a coma and died at 6:30 Tuesday morning. It was confirmed by the Coroner’s office in January 2007, that he had committed suicide by swallowing a large dose of pills stockpiled from the prison infirmary.


Cole, Carroll Edward
 (May 9, 1938 – December 6, 1985) was a serial killer who murdered in California and Nevada, and is suspected of murders in Texas, Wyoming, and Oklahoma. He was born in Sioux City, Iowa. At the start of World War II, his father was called up to join in the fight. His mother took him along on her sexual encounters with men and he was made to watch. He was often beaten by her to scare him into not telling his father what he had seen. Even after his father’s return, he was still whipped and beaten by his mother. He was picked on at school for having a “girl’s name.” He did poorly in school, even though he had an IQ of 152.

He became a drifter, did menial jobs, drank heavily, and was arrested frequently for such crimes as burglary, vagrancy, arson, and car theft. He attempted suicide once and several times had himself committed to mental hospitals.

According to Cole, he killed for the first time at the age of ten when he drowned a classmate in a lake. The death was ruled an accident.

His first adult victim was Essie Buck. He picked her up in a tavern in San Diego on May 7, 1971. He strangled her 
 to death and drove around with her body in the trunk before eventually dumping it. About two weeks later, he murdered an unidentified woman and buried her in the woods. In July 1973, he married Diana Pashal, also an alcoholic. They had frequent arguments and fights, and Cole would go off on his own for a few days and commit murders. He supposedly cannibalized one woman. In September 1979, Cole murdered his wife by strangulation. A neighbor became suspicious when she had not seen Diana for several days and called police. Diana’s body was found in a closet, wrapped in a blanket. The coroner decided that she had died as a result of her heavy drinking.

Cole married again in Las Vegas shortly after his first wife’s murder. During 1980 he murdered three more women. When he was arrested, he began confessing. He claimed that he had murdered at least 14 women in the past nine years, and maybe more. He was usually drunk when he committed his crimes and could not remember exactly how many or where or when. Some of his victims were stripped and sexually abused after death. He stated that he was driven to kill “loose women” because they reminded him of his mother.

Cole was convicted of murder and sentenced to death. He refused to appeal his conviction and on December 6, 1985, he was executed by lethal injection at Nevada State Prison.


Colvin, Dellmus
 (b. August 3, 1959) was a long-haul truck driver. He was also a serial killer in the states of Ohio and New Jersey. In 2006, Colvin was on trial in Ohio for killing two women when he admitted to those two killings plus three others in an attempt to avoid the death penalty. He also confessed to a sixth killing in Ohio. The killings in Ohio were during the years of 2000 – 2005. All of the women had worked as prostitutes to support their drug addictions. They had all been strangled
 .

Serving his life sentence in Ohio, he has recently been indicted for the 1987 murder of a woman in Atlantic County, New Jersey. It is believed that he has many other victims across the country. Where was he from 1987 to the year 2000? How many bodies were left across the country, never to be found? A serial killer does not quit for 13 years and then resume being a serial killer.


Comer, Chester
 (c. 1913 – November 27, 1935) was a serial killer who murdered in Kansas and Oklahoma. The bullet-riddled body of Elizabeth, his ex-wife, was discovered near Kansas City, Kansas, in the fall of 1935. It was so badly decomposed that it was not identified for several months. By this time, Comer had murdered Lucille, his second wife, and dumped her body near Edmond, Oklahoma. In Shawnee, Oklahoma, Comer abducted and murdered Ray Evans, stripped his victim, and dumped the corpse in a field outside of town. He then shot, execution-style, farmer L. A. Simpson and his son, Warren, age 14, in a rural pasture, and took the Simpsons’ car. He was still driving the car when he was stopped by Marshal Oscar Morgan in Blanchard, Oklahoma. Shots were exchanged, and as Comer lay dying from a bullet wound to the head, he confessed to “doing away” with Ray Evans and both Simpsons, but offered no motive.


Cook, Anthony
 (b. March 9, 1949) and Cook, Nathaniel
 (b. October 25, 1958) were brothers and serial killers in Toledo, Ohio.

On September 18, 1981, Todd Sabo and Leslie Sawicki were assaulted as they sat in a van parked at an apartment complex. While Sabo fought with the assailant, Anthony Cook, Sawicki escaped and telephoned police, then her father.

Unfortunately, Peter Sawicki, Leslie’s father, arrived before the police and he was shot dead. Sabo was shot in 
 the neck and shoulder but survived. Anthony Cook was arrested and sentenced to 15 years to life.

Authorities suspected that Anthony and his brother, Nathaniel, might be responsible for other murders, in 1997 authorities decided to compare the brothers’ DNA to past crimes. They found a match. On May 14, 1980, Tom Gordon, age 24, had been murdered and his girlfriend raped and stabbed repeatedly with an ice pick. She was left for dead but survived.

The Cook brothers were charged with the murder of Tom Gordon and the attempted murder of his girlfriend. The Cooks decided to see if they could cut a deal. Anthony agreed to another term of 15 years to life for Gordon’s murder and Nathaniel agreed to a term of 20 to 75 years for the attempted murder of the girlfriend, if the brothers would confess to a string of killings and attempted murders dating back to 1973 and ending in 1981.

On December 20, 1973, Anthony acting alone offered a ride to 22-year-old Vicki Small when she and some friends had car trouble. Vicki was found raped and shot to death later the same day. Soon after, Anthony went to prison until 1979 on a robbery conviction.

When he was released, he teamed up with his brother. On January 17, 1981, the pair picked up hitchhiker Connie Thompson, age 19. The brothers raped Connie until they tired of her, killed her, and dumped her body in a culvert. Ten days later, they forced a young couple into a vacant garage and shot them both, but they survived. On February 21, they kidnapped Dawn Backes, age 12, on her way home from school. They took her to an abandoned building where she was tortured, raped, and bludgeoned to death with a concrete block. Authorities believe that all the murders were racially motivated—the Cook brothers were African American; all of their victims were white.

On March 27, 1981, Anthony, alone at this time, shot and killed Scott Moulton, age 21, and Denise Siotkowski, age 22. 
 Denise had been sexually assaulted. On August 2, he abducted Daryl Cole, age 21, and Stacey Balonek, age 21. Their bodies were found in the trunk of Cole’s car. They had been beaten to death with a baseball bat. Stacey had been sexually assaulted.

As of this writing, Anthony Cook is currently serving his 15-year to life sentence at Chillicothe Correctional Institute at Chillicothe, Ohio.

Nathaniel Cook is currently serving his 20 to 75-year sentence at Allen Correctional Institute at Lima, Ohio.


Cook, William
 (December 23, 1928 – December 12, 1952) was a serial killer who roamed the west in 1950-51 with the sole intent to “live by the gun and roam.” He murdered six people.

Born in Joplin, Missouri, William was one of eight children born to an alcoholic miner and his wife. When William’s mother died, all of the children were still young and their father moved them all into an abandoned mine shaft, where they lived like animals until he deserted them. All of the children were placed in foster care, except for William, who was rejected repeatedly due to a congenital deformity that prevented his right eye from closing completely and resulted in a sinister look. He was placed only after the court agreed to pay his room and board. The foster mother was much more interested in the money than in raising him. As an adolescent, he ran the streets and was a petty thief. When he was arrested he told the judge that he preferred to go to reform school than to return to his foster home. He was released from the reform school after just a few months. He immediately robbed a cab driver of $11.00 and earned a five-year sentence.

Released in 1950, he stopped briefly in Joplin to visit his alcoholic father and then headed west. He stopped in El Paso, Texas, long enough to pick up a .32 pistol. He traveled as far as California, then started back east
 .

On December 30, 1950 in Lubbock, Texas, Cook abducted a motorist at gunpoint and headed north toward Joplin. His hostage escaped in Oklahoma. Cook ran out of gas on Route 66 between Tulsa and Claremore on New Year’s Eve. Carl Mosser and his family were headed for New Mexico when they had the misfortune to stop to help a motorist in trouble. That motorist was William Cook, who took them all hostage and ordered Mosser to drive him around. They stopped for gas and food in Wichita Falls, Texas where Mosser tried to disarm his captor, but Cook was stronger and won the tussle. Over the next two days, Mosser drove Cook through New Mexico, Texas, and Arkansas, winding up near Joplin. Cook massacred the family and their dog and dumped the bodies down an abandoned mine shaft before he continued his “roaming.”

The car broke down in Osage County, Oklahoma. Cook flagged down a deputy sheriff, disarmed him, tied him up, and took the patrol car. He managed to stop traveling salesman, Robert Dewey, and had Dewey drive him to California. He shot Dewey execution style. Cook left the car and headed for Tijuana with two more male hostages who picked him up. On January 5, the police chief of Santa Rosaria recognized him and disarmed him without a struggle.

Cook was returned to California for trial on murder charges. He was convicted and sentenced to death. On December 12, 1952, William Cook was executed in San Quentin’s gas chamber.


Coombes, John Leslie
 (b. September 14, 1954) was born in Victoria, Australia. He is a serial killer who murdered two people in 1984 and one in 2009.

In 1984, Henry Raymond Kells, age 44, was stabbed to death at his home in Chelsea. Coombs was sentenced to life imprisonment, but his sentence was reduced and he was released in 1996. Seven weeks later he was arrested for 
 the 1984 murder of Michael Speirani, who had disappeared while on a fishing trip. His body was found a relatively short distance off the coast of Port Phillip Bay. In 1998, Coombes was convicted of this murder and was sentenced to a minimum of 10 years. He was paroled in 2007.

In 2009, Raechel Betts, a childcare worker, was strangled to death by Coombes at Nicole Godfrey’s home on Phillip Island. Coombes dissected her body and threw the body parts off a pier at New Haven. He pleaded guilty to this murder and was sentenced to life with no chance of parole.


Cooper, John William
 (b. September 3, 1944) was born in Milford Haven, Pembrokeshire, Wales, United Kingdom. He had a history of crimes and violent assault. In 1998, he was convicted of burglary and robbery, and sentenced to 14 years. He was released in January 2009.

The police had been working on murder cold cases while Cooper was in prison. The first occurred on December 1985, when Richard and Helen Thomas, brother and sister, were murdered using a sawed-off shotgun in their three-story farmhouse in Scoveston Park. The house was then set on fire. The other cold case was the June 29, 1989 murder of Peter and Gwenda Dixon, who were on holiday in Pembrokeshire and scheduled to take their last walk along the coastal path, but they never returned. The bodies were found along the coastal path. They had been tied up, robbed of £300, their bank card, and PIN number, and both had been shot in the face at point-blank range with a sawed-off shotgun.

Witnesses at the Thomases’ murder were asked to look at Cooper in a game show video in which he was a contestant. They identified him as the suspect. There were significant developments in DNA testing while Cooper was in prison. Using the identification made by witnesses in the Thomas murders, DNA results, and identifying Cooper’s sawed-off shotgun as the weapon used in all four murders, John Cooper 
 was convicted. He was sentenced to life imprisonment with whole life tariff, meaning he will never be released.


Cooper Jr., Samuel James
 (b. January 12, 1977) is a convicted serial killer who murdered five people in the Raleigh area of Wake County in North Carolina during a 17-month period of 2006-07.

Cooper was arrested on November 21, 2007, following a chase by police after the Bank of America in Garner was robbed. Forensic evidence from the bank robbery linked him to several other robberies and five murders.

On May 12, 2006, Osama “Samuel” Haj-Hussein, age 43, married and the father of two, was shot to death during a robbery at the In & Out Market on Creech Road. The native of Jordan was shot twice in the head. His Dodge van was stolen and later found abandoned near Jaycee Park in Raleigh.

Leroy Jernigan, age 41, a husband and father of two, was working as a cleaning contractor in the Circus Restaurant on Wake Forest Road, when he was murdered on June 3, 2006, during a robbery. He was shot execution-style in the back of the head. Nothing appeared to be missing from the store except Jernigan’s Dodge truck, which was found on Gardner Street two days later.

Timothy Barnwell, age 43, was murdered on April 27, 2007, during a home invasion and robbery of his second-floor apartment on Sunbow Falls Lane in Raleigh. Barnwell had been handcuffed, hogtied, and duct-taped, but managed to jump over the balcony and crawl a short distance before he was shot at least five times. Witnesses told of seeing a black man, about medium skin tone, flee from the area in a medium-sized burgundy car.

On October 12, 2007, Ricky High, age 48, a homeless man, was shot to death near St. Augustine’s College in Raleigh. Witnesses reported hearing multiple gunshots
 .

Tariq Hussain, age 52, was found shot to death behind the counter of his store, Bobby’s Grocery, on Garner Road in Raleigh, on October 14, 2007.

In April 2010, the jury found Samuel James Cooper, Jr., guilty of all five murders. He was sentenced to five terms of life in prison to be served consecutively. He is presently in the Marion Correctional Institute in Marion, North Carolina.


Copeland, Michael
 (b. 1940) was a serial killer in England and Germany in the early 1960s. Nothing is known of his life before 1960.

On June 12, 1960, a car was found wrecked in Baslow, Derbyshire, England. Police found a lot of blood in the car but could not find the driver. The only clue was a pair of shoes. The police believed that the owner of the car had had an accident and wandered off seeking help. The body of William Elliott, age 60, was found on a deserted moor. He wore no shoes. The autopsy found that he had died from a severe beating to his head which could not have been caused by the car accident. Several people were interviewed, including Michael Copeland, but all were cleared and released.

Michael Copeland, who was in the British Army, soon returned to his barracks in Germany. In November 1960, Copeland returned to the barracks suffering knife wounds. He told his fellow soldiers that he had been attacked by two local men. On that very day, Gunther Helmbrecht, age 16, was murdered near the British Army Barracks in Verden. Again, Copeland was questioned and released.

In April 1961, another body was found in Derbyshire. The unknown man had suffered head wounds similar to those of William Elliott in 1960. Copeland was back in Derbyshire at that time and was questioned by police and released
 .

In 1963, Michael Copeland called the police and confessed to his crimes. He told the police that the murders had been hate crimes because he believed that the victims were all homosexuals. He refused to make a formal statement and later withdrew his confession.

In March 1965, Michael Copeland went on trial, was convicted, and sentenced to death. His sentence was later commuted to life.


Copeland, Ray
 (December 30, 1914 – October 19, 1993) and Copeland, Faye Della Wilson
 (August 4, 1921 – December 30, 2003) were senior citizens who lived on a farm outside Chillicothe, Missouri.

Ray had a history of crimes ranging from petty theft to grand larceny. He was convicted of writing bad checks several times. Ray came up with a plan to hire drifters to buy cattle at auctions and pay for them with bad checks, and then kill them with a single shot to the back of the head once they were no longer useful.

In October 1989, a man called police claiming to have found a skull and several bones on the Copeland property. Investigators interrogated the Copelands and kept them busy while other investigators scoured the Copeland farm and other places he rented. They dug up five bodies. All had been shot in the back of the head. They also found a simple journal with the names of past workers on the farm and some with an “X” marked through the name.

Both Ray and Faye Copeland were arrested and convicted of five murders. They were both sentenced to death.

Ray Copeland died of natural causes in 1993 while awaiting execution. Fay Copeland had a stroke in 2002 which left her partially paralyzed and unable to speak. In September 2002, the governor of Missouri authorized a medical parole to a nursing home in Chillicothe, Missouri, her hometown. On December 30, 2003, Faye Della Copeland died of natural causes
 .


Corwin, Daniel Lee
 (September 13, 1958 – December 7, 1998) was paroled in Texas after serving only nine years of a 40-year sentence for aggravated rape and attempted murder. He then succeeded in murdering three women and is known to have raped and attempted to murder three other women.

In February 1987, Alice Martin, age 72, was last seen walking near her home in Normangee, Madison County, Texas. She was found in a Robertson County field. She had been raped, strangled, and stabbed.

In July 1987, Debra Lynn Ewing, age 26, of Conroe was abducted from her job in Huntsville in Walker County. Her body was found two days later in Montgomery County. She had been raped, strangled, and stabbed.

In October 1987, Mary Carrell Risinger, age 36, was fatally stabbed during an attempted kidnapping at a Huntsville car wash. Her 3-year-old daughter was found alive in the vehicle.

At his trial in 1990, the three survivors of Corwin’s attacks gave chilling testimony. It took the jury only 25 minutes to decide he should be put to death.

Daniel Lee Corwin was executed by lethal injection at the Huntsville Unit in Texas on December 7, 1998.


Costa, Antonio Luis
 (c. 1954) is an ex-GNR soldier (GNR is the National Republican Guard, the gendarmerie of Portugal, and is responsible for law enforcement in the countryside and small towns). He is also a serial killer.

On May 24, 2005, Isabel Cristina Isidoro disappeared. Her body was recovered from the ocean on May 31, 2005. On October 14, 2005, Mariana Lourenco vanished. Her mutilated body was found in June 2006. Joana Oliveira went missing on May 8, 2006. Her body was found under 
 a bridge after Costa told authorities where they would find her body.

On July 4, 2007, Antonio Luis Costa went on trial for the murders of the three women, three crimes of hiding the body, and one crime of profaning the body (undressing it), two crimes of attempting sexual coercion, and one crime of calumnious denunciation (for accusing Lourenco’s uncle of the crimes). On July 31, 2007, Costa was found guilty of all charges, except one count of hiding the body since Isidoro was still alive when she was thrown into the Atlantic Ocean. The prosecutor had asked for a sentence of 25 years. He said he would have asked for more, but it was not possible since 25 years is the maximum sentence allowed in Portugal. Antone Luis Costa was sentenced to 25 years and is currently being held at the prison in Évora.

[image: ]


Cotton, Mary Ann


Cotton, Mary Ann
 (October 31, 1832 – March 24, 1873) was born Mary Ann Robson in Low Moorsley, County Durham, England. Her father, Michael, was an ardently religious miner and a strict disciplinarian. When Mary Ann was eight years of age, her father fell to his death 150 feet down a mine shaft. Six years later, her mother remarried to Robert Stott. Mary Ann did not like her stepfather and could not stand his discipline. At age 16, she moved out of the family house to become a nurse at Edward Potter’s home in the village of South Hetton. Three years later, she returned to her family’s home and trained as a dress maker.

At the age of 20, Mary Ann married William Mowbray and they moved to Plymouth, Devon. The couple had five children. Four of them died from gastric fever or stomach pains. Mary Ann and William moved to South Hetton, where they had three more children. The three children 
 died. William died of an intestinal disorder in January 1865. Mary collected £35 from his life insurance, about one-half year’s wages for a laborer at that time.

Mary Ann moved to Seaham Harbour, County Durham. She had a relationship with Joseph Nattrass. He, however, was engaged to another and was soon married. During this time, Mary Ann lost another child, her 3-1/2-year-old daughter. This left her with just one surviving child out of the nine to whom she had given birth. After Nattrass married, Mary Ann moved to Sunderland and found employment at the Sunderland Infirmary. She sent her remaining child, Isabella, to live with her grandmother Robson-Stott.

One of the patients at the infirmary was George Ward, an engineer. Mary Ann and George were married in August 1865. George continued in ill health and in October 1866, he died of paralysis and intestinal problems. Mary Ann again collected on insurance money from George’s death.

James Robinson was a shipwright at Sunderland. His wife, Hannah, had died recently and he hired Mary Ann as a housekeeper in November 1866. One month later, his baby died of gastric fever and he turned to his housekeeper for comfort. Soon, Mary Ann became pregnant. Mary Ann’s mother became ill and Mary Ann returned to Seaham Harbour to care for her. Her health improved, but she soon began to complain of stomach pains. Mary Ann’s mother died on June 9, just nine days after Mary Ann’s arrival. She was 54 years old.

Mary Ann went back to the Robinson household, bringing with her daughter, Isabella, who had been living with her grandmother. Isabella soon developed stomach pains and died, as did two of James Robinson’s children. All three of the children died and were buried during the last two weeks of April 1867. James and Mary Ann were married. Their daughter Mary Isabella was born in November, but she became ill with the all-too-familiar symptoms and died in March 1868. James became suspicious when his wife 
 insisted that he buy life insurance. He found that she had run up debts of £60 and had stolen more than £50 that she was supposed to have banked. When he found that she was forcing his children to pawn household valuables for her, he threw her out.

Mary Ann was living on the streets when her friend, Margaret Cotton, introduced her to her brother, Frederick, a recent widower. Frederick had also lost two of his four children. Margaret was acting as substitute mother for the other two children, Frederick Jr. and Charles. In March 1870, Margaret took ill and died from an undetermined stomach ailment. This left Mary Ann to console the grieving brother, Frederick Sr. Mary Ann was soon pregnant for the eleventh time. Frederick and Mary Ann were married in September 1870, although it was not a legal marriage since she was still married to James Robinson. Their son, Robert, was born early in 1871. Mary Ann learned that her former lover, Joseph Nattrass, who was no longer married, was living in the nearby village of West Auckland. They rekindled their romance and Mary Ann persuaded Frederick to move to West Auckland. Frederick Cotton soon fell ill with gastric fever and died in December 1871. Mary Ann collected on Frederick’s life insurance. There was also life insurance on Frederick Jr., Charles and the newest son, Robert.

Soon, Joseph Nattrass became a lodger at Mary Ann’s home. She was employed as a nurse to an excise officer recovering from smallpox, John Quick-Manning. She became pregnant with Quick-Manning’s child, her twelfth pregnancy.

Frederick Cotton Jr. died in March 1872. Infant Robert soon followed. Then Joseph Nattrass became ill with the all-too-familiar gastric fever and died, soon after making Mary Ann the beneficiary of his life insurance.

Mary Ann was asked by Thomas Riley, a parish official, to help nurse a woman who was ill with smallpox. Mary Ann told him that Charles Edward Cotton was “in the way” 
 and asked if he could be committed to the workhouse. Riley told her that she would have to accompany Charles. She then told Riley that the boy was sickly and said, “I won’t be troubled long. He will go like all the rest of the Cottons.” Riley commented that he thought he was a fine healthy boy, and was shocked just five days later when he learned of Charles’ death. Mary Ann went straight to the insurance company only to learn that no money could be paid out until a death certificate was issued. The local newspapers caught wind of the story and in their investigation discovered that Mary Ann Cotton had moved frequently around northern England, and had lost three husbands, a lover, a friend, and a dozen of her own children, all of whom had died of gastric or stomach fevers. Additionally, four other children had died of “gastric fever” while in Mary Ann Cotton’s care.

The doctor who attended Charles had kept tissue samples which were tested and found to contain arsenic. Mary Ann was charged with his murder.

The trial began on March 5, 1873. The defense claimed that Charles had died from inhaling arsenic used as a dye in the green wallpaper in the Cotton home. It took the jury just 90 minutes to find Mary Ann Cotton guilty of his murder. She was sentenced to death. On March 24, 1873, Mary Ann Cotton was hanged at Durham County Gaol.


Cottrez, Dominique
 (b. 1963) murdered eight of her newborn babies in France. Two of the bodies were discovered by the new owners who were working in the garden of the home previously occupied by Dominique and her husband Pierre-Marie Cottrez. The owners contacted police who contacted the Cottrez family. Dominique admitted that the bodies were two of the infants she had given birth to. She also told them that there were six more newborn bodies in the garage.

The babies had been born between 1989 and 2006. Pierre-Marie was questioned but he denied knowing about 
 them. Prosecutors tended to believe him since Dominique’s obesity very easily hid the pregnancies. The Cottrezes have two grown daughters.

Dominique remained free so she could continue to receive psychological and psychiatric care. In August 2012, she was sentenced to nine years in prison on eight counts of murdering the babies.


Covington, Juan
 (b. March 3, 1962) was employed at Pennsylvania Hospital and is a convicted serial killer in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Security camera footage linked him to the 2005 murder of coworker Patricia McDermott, age 48, an X-ray technician.

In 1998, Covington shot and killed his cousin, Reverend Thomas Lee Devlin, age 49, as he was leading a prayer service. In 2003, Covington shot David Stewart, age 43, nine times as he walked home. Stewart survived the shooting. In 2004, Covington shot William Bryant, age 33, nine times as he walked to work. Bryant also survived the shooting. In March 2005, Covington shot and killed Odies Bosket, age 36, in a subway station.

Juan Covington was arrested on July 12, 2005. He pleaded guilty to the three murders and two attempted murders and was spared the death penalty. He is currently incarcerated at SCI Waymart, Waymart, Pennsylvania.


Cowboy Mike
 aka Braae, Michael J.
 (b. 1960) was a country singer who preyed on women in the states of Oregon and Washington.

In 2001, Lori Jones, age 44, of Lacey, Thurston County, Washington, was found dead of “homicidal injuries” on July 8. Braae was the last person seen with her.

Valina Larson, age 37, disappeared in 1997 in Clackamas County, Oregon. Her skeletal remains were found in an overgrown field on January 31, 1998 near a self-storage 
 facility where a witness saw her arguing with a man in late 1997. She had been dating Michael Braae.

Deb VanLuven, age 45, disappeared in 1997. She was living in Lacey and was dating Braae at the time.

Susan Ault, age 39, disappeared from a friend’s trailer in Roseburg in southwestern Washington in June 2001. The last time she was seen, she was with Michael Braae.

Braae was also wanted for the rape of 50-year old Marchelle Morgan in July 2001 in Yakima, Washington. She was found in an apple orchard alongside a road with a gunshot wound to the head. Morgan survived the shooting but was left with severe brain damage and has to live in a nursing home, but she was able to identify Braae as the person who shot her.

On July 20, 2001, Braae was spotted on I-84 in Idaho at a truck stop. Realizing that he had been found, he took the police on a 13-mile high speed chase back into Oregon. Sheriff’s deputies anticipated his route and placed tire spikes on the road. Somehow, Braee got around the spikes without blowing his tires. He was finally stopped when one of the deputies shot out a tire. Braee managed to drive onto the center of a bridge over the Snake River on the Oregon-Idaho border and leaped 40 ft. into the river. A sheriff’s deputy in a jet boat put a police dog, on a long leash, into the river. Braae tried to drown the dog when it reached him, but was too exhausted to continue the fight with it. Braae was held in Idaho on charges of eluding police officers, criminal mischief, and interfering with a police animal. Authorities in Idaho received a warrant from the state of Washington for the first-degree attempted murder charge relating to the shooting of Marchelle Morgan.

In January 2002, Braae was found guilty of one count of aggravated assault on police officers and one count of eluding an officer. He was sentenced to 9-1/2 years in prison. He was extradited back to Washington State to face charges there for the attempted murder of Marchelle Morgan and for 
 the murder of Lori Jones. In 2006, Braae went on trial for the attempted murder of Marchelle Morgan. Unfortunately, Morgan’s condition had deteriorated to the point where she was unable to testify against him. The jury deadlocked 11-1 and the judge declared a mistrial.

On May 22, 2008, a Thurston County, Washington, jury found Braae guilty of the murder and first-degree rape of Lori Jones. He was sentenced to 48 years in prison, the maximum allowed by the State of Washington guidelines. Following his sentencing, Braae was taken back to Idaho to finish serving his sentence for eluding police officers. Upon his release in 2012, he was returned to Washington to begin serving his 48-year sentence there.


Cox, Scott William
 (b. November 1963) was a long-haul trucker from Newberg, Oregon. He was also a serial killer. In 1988, he murdered a transient, Hazel Gelnett, of Snohomish County. In 1990, he murdered Tia Hicks, a Seattle woman. Her body was found in Montlake Terrace, Washington. He is also suspected of raping and attempting to murder a Seattle prostitute in May 1991. Cox is suspected in more than 20 other murders.

On September 15, 1993, Cox pleaded no contest to two counts of murder. He was released on parole on February 22, 2013, wearing a GPS tracking device. He has since been arrested at least six times for parole violations.


Crackhead Killer
 aka Morris, Cory D.
 (b. May 10, 1978) was a serial killer in Maricopa County, Arizona, in the years 2002-03. He is known to have murdered at least five women by strangulation. He also kept the bodies of his victims for a period of time and continued to rape the corpses.

His victims were lured to his trailer by the promise of money for sex. Each victim was strangled to death with some kind of ligature. Morris was arrested after a relative 
 noticed a putrid smell emanating from his trailer and found a decomposing body. The relative called police.

Cory Morris was convicted of five murders and sentenced to death on July 19, 2005. He is currently incarcerated at Arizona State Prison Complex – Eyman in Florence, Arizona.


Craigslist Killer
 aka Beasley, Richard
 (b. June 15, 1959) was a street preacher and an ex-con who returned to Ohio from Texas after serving several years in prison for a burglary conviction. He was also a serial killer who in 2011 used the internet to offer bogus jobs to lure men to a farm in southeastern Ohio so he could rob them, steal their identities, and kill them. He murdered three and wounded a fourth man who testified against him at his trial. Beasley was wanted on drug trafficking and human trafficking charges; he planned to steal the men’s identities so he could avoid being captured and sent to prison on those charges.

Two of the known victims were lured to a farm in Noble County, Ohio, with the promise of a job paying wages and providing room and board. The bodies of Ralph Geiger, age 56, of Akron, Ohio, and David Pauley, age 51, of Norfolk, Virginia, were found in shallow graves on the farm site near Caldwell in Noble County, Ohio. The body of Timothy Kern, age 47, of Massillon, Ohio, was found in a shallow grave near the site of the former Rolling Acres Mall in Akron, Summit County, Ohio.

Scott Davis, age 47, had been taken to the area where the farm was located. As he walked in front of Beasley, he heard the click of a gun, which had misfired. He was then shot in the arm as he knocked the weapon aside and he fled into the woods. He hid for about seven hours before he fled the area and notified the police.

Beasley had an accomplice in the kidnappings and murders—Brogan Rafferty
 (b. December 24, 1994), who was not eligible for the death sentence due to his age at 
 the time of the crimes. Rafferty was sentenced to life in prison without the possibility of parole. He is currently at the Mansfield Correctional Institute in Mansfield, Ohio.

Richard Beasley was convicted of the aggravated murders, kidnapping, attempted aggravated murder, and aggravated robbery. He was sentenced to death and is on Ohio’s death row at Chillicothe Correctional Institute in Ross County, Ohio. His January 2019 appeal of his death penalty conviction was denied by the US Supreme Court.


Craine, Louis
 (January 6, 1957 – November 3, 1989) was an unemployed construction worker in 1987. He was also a serial killer of African American prostitutes in Los Angeles, California.

On May 20, 1987, Craine was arrested and charged with the sexual assault and strangulation of Carolyn Barney earlier that day. He was also charged with the murders of Loretta Perry, whose body was found on January 25, and Vivian Collins, found on March 18.

Craine was also charged with the beating of a family friend, Yolanda Parker and was a suspect in the murder of “John Doe”, whose body was found behind the apartments where Craine lived. In early 1988, he was charged with two more murders—that of Sheila Burton in November 1984 and Gail Ficklin in August 1985.

Louis Craine went on trial in July 1988, but a mistrial was declared. In 1989, Louis Craine was convicted and sentenced to death. He died in a prison hospital near the city of San Rafael from AIDS complications on November 3, 1989.


Crawford, Andre
 (b. March 20, 1962) was unemployed when police arrested him for being a suspected serial killer. His modus operandi was to swap drugs for sex. If the woman resisted having sex before getting the drugs, he strangled her. With his arrest, the Chicago Police Department solved 11 
 of the 13 murders on Chicago’s South Side occurring in the mid to late 1990s. Crawford had been linked to seven of the murders and eight rapes by DNA. Two other suspects had been previously arrested when their DNA linked them to some of the other murders. Crawford’s name had been given to police as a possible suspect by at least three people.

Crawford was charged with 10 counts of first-degree murder, 11 counts of aggravated criminal sexual assault, and one count of attempted murder. In 1999, Andre Crawford was sentenced to life without parole for each murder and 30 years for each of the other charges. He is serving his sentence at Menard Correction Center, Menard, Illinois.


Crawford, John Martin
 (b. March 29, 1962) is a Canadian serial killer. He was born in Steinbach, Manitoba, to an unwed mother, Victoria, who was 21 years old at the time. In 1964, Victoria married Al Crawford, and they soon were the parents of a baby boy, a half-brother to John. In 1967, a daughter was born and the family moved to Vancouver. B.C. Al worked as a taxi driver, but he had problems with alcohol. Al and Victoria were divorced in the mid-1980s.

On December 23, 1981, Crawford murdered Mary Jane Serloin, whom he had met in a bar in Lethbridge, Alberta. He was sentenced to 10 years in prison for manslaughter. He was paroled in 1986 but violated his parole conditions and was returned to prison until 1989 when he was released. By 1992, he was into drugs, alcohol, and sniffing solvents. In 1992, he also became a serial killer when he murdered Calinda Waterhen, Shelley Napope, and Eva Taysup. It is believed by authorities that he also murdered Shirley Lonethunder, Cynthia Baldhead, and Janet Sylvestre. All of these women were aboriginal women. In 1996 Crawford was convicted of the three murders and is currently serving three concurrent life sentences in the Saskatchewan Federal Penitentiary
 .


Crazy Dave
 aka Maust, David Edward
 (April 5, 1954 – January 20, 2006) was a homosexual rapist and serial killer. His primary targets were young boys. He was a very disturbed young child and was confined in a mental institution at age nine.

It is thought by authorities that Maust committed five murders: James McClister, age 13, in Germany while he was in the US Army in the mid-1970s; Donald Jones, age 15, in Illinois in the early 1980s; and in Hammond, Indiana, in 2003, Michael Dennis, age 13, James Raganyl, age 16, and Nicholas James, age 19.

Maust was arrested on December 9, 2003. He pleaded guilty in the fall of 2005 to the murders of Michael Dennis, James Raganyi, and Nicholas James. Investigators had found their bodies buried in his basement, under a concrete slab. Maust was sentenced to three consecutive life terms without the chance for parole in exchange for the State withdrawing all death penalty requests. He had also served time in an Illinois prison for the 1981 murder of a 15-year-old boy and was released in 1999. He was convicted of manslaughter while serving in the army for the killing of James McClister in Germany.

David Edward Maust tried to commit suicide on January 19, 2006, after he was told he was being moved from the Lake County Jail in Crown Point, Indiana, to the Indiana Department of Corrections to carry out his sentence. Officers found Maust hanging in his cell by a rope made from bedsheets. He was still alive and was transferred to St. Anthony Medical Center in Crown Point, where he died 27 hours later.


Creech, Thomas Eugene
 (b. September 9, 1950) murdered at least nine people in six western states.

Arrested in 1975 for a double murder in Ada County, Idaho, he claimed that he had murdered 42 people in 13 
 states since 1967. By 1975, he had been linked to at least nine murders: John Bradford and John Arnold in Idaho; Sandra Ramsamoog of Salem, and William Dean in Portland, Oregon; Gordon Stanton and Charles Miller near Las Vegas, Nevada; Paul Schrader in Tucson, Arizona; Vivian Robinson of Sacramento, California; and Riogley McKenzie near Baggs, Wyoming.

Creech was convicted on two counts of first-degree murder in Idaho and sentenced to death, which was an automatic sentence in Idaho. He was sentenced to hang on March 25, 1976. Four years later, the US Supreme Court declared that the Idaho automatic sentence of death for Creech was unconstitutional. His sentence was commuted to life.

While in prison in Idaho in 1981, Creech killed again. This time his victim was another inmate, Dale Jensen. Creech entered a plea of guilty. At his trial, the judge found that although Creech did not instigate the fight, he was initially justified in protecting himself; however, once the attack commenced and was under Creech’s complete domination and control, the murder itself was extremely gruesome, evidencing an excessive violent rage and that the violence went well beyond self-defense and appeared to have been an intentional, calculated act. Creech was again sentenced to death. He appealed the sentence but was denied.

Creech is currently incarcerated at Idaho Maximum Security Institution in Boise, Idaho. As of November 3, 2019, no execution date had been set.


Cregan, Dale Christopher
 (b. June 6, 1983) was a cannabis and cocaine dealer and a serial killer in the area of Manchester, England. At the Cotton Tree Pub in Droylsden, England, on May 25, 2012, Cregan shot and killed Mark Short, age 23. He also tried to kill three other men there. On 
 August 10, he murdered David Short, age 46 (Mark Short’s father), by shooting him, then throwing a grenade at him.

Cregan made a hoax emergency phone call to the police and Constables Nicola Hughes, age 23, and Fiona Bone, age 32, were sent to answer this “emergency” call. Upon arrival, Cregan shot them and then threw a hand grenade at them. Cregan fired 32 shots in 31 seconds and the police officers were hit with at least eight bullets each. He went to the police station to turn himself in and confessed to killing Hughes and Bone.

Dale Cregan was convicted of the murders of Mark Short, David Short, Nicola Hughes, and Fiona Bone, plus the three attempted murders at the Cotton Tree Pub.

On June 13, 2013, Cregan was sentenced to life imprisonment with a whole life order.


Cross Country Killer/Casanova Killer
 aka Rogers, Glen Edward
 (b. July 15, 1962) is a serial/spree killer who was born and raised in Hamilton, Butler County, Ohio. He was expelled from school at the age of 16. Deborah Ann Nix, his 14-year-old girlfriend, got pregnant by another male. He married Deborah even though the baby was not his. They had a child together in 1981. Deborah filed for divorce on the grounds of brutal physical abuse in 1983.

Rogers has been convicted of the following murders:

Sandra Gallagher, age 33, met Rogers in Van Nuys, California, on September 28, 1995. The following day, her body was found in her car near where Glen Rogers lived in Van Nuys. She had been strangled and badly burned. Sandra was the mother of three children. Rogers was convicted of her murder and sentenced to death by the state of California on July 16, 1999.

Tina Marie Cribbs, age 34, met Glen Rogers at the Showtown Bar in Gibsonton, Florida, on November 5, 1995. Her body was found two days later in the bathtub in a motel in Tampa. She had been stabbed to death. The room 
 had been rented for a few days by Glen Rogers, then paid for an extra night and asked that his room not be cleaned until he left the motel. He was seen putting his belongings into a white Ford Festiva belonging to Tina Cribbs. Tina’s wallet was found in a rest area in northern Florida the following day. Rogers’ fingerprints were found on the wallet and the motel. He was arrested in Kentucky driving Tina’s car on November 13. He claimed that Tina was still alive when he left the motel. Rogers was convicted of the murder of Tina Marie Cribbs and was sentenced to death by the State of Florida.

Rogers is a suspect in the following murders:

Kelly Ann Camargo, age 16, disappeared on August 21, 1993. She was seen in the parking lot of a bar named P J Shooters on South Erie Highway in Hamilton, Ohio, getting into a car with a stranger. The bar is no longer there—the building has been demolished. Kelly’s badly decomposed body was found in a wooded area of Sommers Township in Preble County, Ohio, just a few miles from Camden. Hamilton is Glen Rogers’ hometown. He is known to have picked up his victims in bars. Is he the stranger?

Mark Peters, age 71, went missing in October 1993. Peters had allowed Rogers to live in his home in Hamilton, Ohio. The remains of Mark Peters were found on January 10, 1994, in a cabin in Beattyville, Kentucky, that was owned by the family of Rogers. He was bound to a chair and covered with a pile of furniture. Mark Peters’ car and personal items (antiques, guns, and a collection of coins) were also reported missing.

Linda Price, age 34, met Glen Rogers at a beer tent at the Mississippi State Fair on November 3, 1995. She moved in with Rogers for a brief period. Price was last seen by her sister on October 30. The following day, Price did not answer her door when her sister knocked and Rogers was gone. Like other killings, they met over drinks, she was in her 30s and had red hair. Like Tina Maria Cribbs’ body, 
 Price’s body was found in the bathtub, he had met her in a bar, and she was a redhead.

Andy Jiles Sutton, age 37, met Glen Rogers at the Touch of Class bar in Bossier, Louisiana. She took Glen home with her. Her nude body was found in the bedroom on November 7, 1995. She had been stabbed multiple times in the chest and abdomen.

Glen Edward Rogers is currently at Union Correctional Institution in Raiford, Florida.


Crummel, James Lee
 (January 27, 1944 – May 27, 2012) is a child molester and child serial killer. He was born in Kalamazoo, Michigan, the second of five children. When he was eight years old, he performed a sex act on a neighborhood boy for a pocketful of pennies. He quit school after he was expelled in the ninth grade for hitting a student and knocking down the principal. He described his mother as a domineering woman who treated him like the little girl she always wanted. His father was a kind, religious man who was active in church and the Boy Scouts. He was killed in a motorcycle accident when Crummel was 14. At age 17, Crummel enlisted in the army. One year later, he was court-martialed in Missouri for molesting two boys and a girl. He was sentenced to ten years and sent to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. A military psychiatrist had testified that Crummel had the emotional maturity of an 8-year-old. Crummel’s mother died of a brain hemorrhage while he was in prison. He was released after serving just four years. He and his partner, Steve Shimer, moved to Drexel Heights, Arizona, on the outskirts of Tucson.

On an afternoon in February 1967, Frank Clawson, a fourth-grader, rode his bicycle to his best friend’s house but never returned home. All of the neighbors helped look for Frank, calling out for him. The police were called. Shortly after daylight, Frank was found in a ditch under a mesquite tree about 200 yards from his home with his belt pulled tight 
 around his neck. Nearby scuff marks showed that Frank had broken away for about 30 feet before he was caught and murdered. Five days later, Crummel and Shimer moved to Wisconsin.

In Milwaukee, Crummel found employment as a driver of a laundry delivery truck. On August 29, Steve Scallon, age 14, was hitchhiking home from football practice in a wealthy Milwaukee suburb. He was picked up by Crummel. They stopped for ice cream. Crummel then asked Steve if he wanted to go on a delivery with him. A little later, Crummel stopped the truck and told Steve that he wanted to show him a trick. He told Steve to hold his hands out in front of him and then tied them together. He told the boy to try to get out of it and Steve said that he could not. Crummel told Steve to try again, which Steve did and again told Crummel that he could not. He asked Crummel to untie him. Crummel told the boy to lie on his back and then molested him. They went back to the truck and drove on. A few minutes later, Crummel stopped the truck and molested the boy again. The boy blacked out and Crummel found a tree limb with which he beat Steve severely before tossing him into a ravine.

Steve Scallon survived and crawled out of the ravine the next day to be found by neighbors. His head was swollen and bloody and his skull was fractured. Crummel was arrested two days later. When the police interviewed Shimer, he told them that Crummel had confessed to killing Frank Clawson in Arizona. When Pima County sheriff’s detectives got to Wisconsin and interviewed Crummel, he denied the confession and the murder. So, the Arizona sheriff’s detectives went back home thinking that Wisconsin had their man and he would serve at least 30 years for the assault on Steve Scallon, so they let the case drop. It was not to be.

Crummel was out in five years and living in southern California. In the meantime, a young man by the name of Bob Lough had finished his three tours in Vietnam with the 
 navy and decided he wanted something challenging. He applied for a job at the Sheriff’s Department in Pima County, Arizona. He worked narcotics, patrol, and robberies. What he really wanted to do was work homicide. He was aware of the Frank Clawson murder and he wanted to put James Crummel away for it. On his first day in homicide in 1980, he walked into the sergeant’s office and told him, “I want the Clawson case. It’s solvable and Crummel is dangerous.” He got what he came after. The file was a couple of inches thick. He read the story of Frank Clawson and then started to work.

Lough found Crummel relatively quickly. He was living in Lido Beach, California, with a Newport Beach psychiatrist, Dr. Burnell Forgey. Crummel was calling himself Jimmy Savage. But Lough wasn’t ready to contact him, not yet. Lough went about rebuilding the case, retracing Crummel’s footsteps. He found Shimer in Texas. He tracked down dozens of Crummel’s former prison inmates, his old friends, his family members, other victims, and psychologists. He spent hundreds of personal hours on weekends and nights building his case. Psychiatrists’ reports, police files and conversations, therapists’ reports, all described him as a suspicious, distant loner with an uncontrollable fondness for little boys. He admitted that he turned to boys when he was lonely and he found them attractive because they were cute and clean. He would lose control when he feared the boys “will tell.” A report from a 1968 Wisconsin Prison psychiatrist stated, “This is one of the few people that we see who really fits the prototype of a cold-blooded killer.”

By 1982, two years after being handed the Frank Clawson case, Lough felt he had what he needed to put Crummel behind bars. The 2” thick file had grown to about 100 pounds of paper, five three-ring notebooks as thick as dictionaries, and 95 files in five cardboard boxes. Crummel broke into tears when Lough arrested him in Newport 
 Beach on May 19, 1982, and took him back to Arizona. At a preliminary hearing, Shimer recanted his statements to police about Crummel’s confession and said he “couldn’t remember.” The case was dismissed and Lough was crushed, but determined to see Crummel pay for Frank Clawson’s murder.

Crummel returned to California. On Halloween, he went to a party in Costa Mesa wearing a Martian costume and silver glitter face paint. All through the evening he was making passes at one of the men at the party, but the guy ignored him. Later, the host went to check on his son and there was Crummel kneeling at the boy’s bedside, with the black cape he was wearing shrouding them. The boy’s father attacked Crummel. Others at the party joined in and started beating him. While he was awaiting trial for the molestation in Costa Mesa, there was a change made in case law in Arizona that allowed Shimer’s former statements about Crummel’s confession into trial even if Shimer would not cooperate. Crummel was acquitted of the charges in Costa Mesa.

In February 1983, Lough got an arrest warrant and Crummel was on his way back to Arizona. On November 15, 1983, James Lee Crummel was found guilty of Frank Clawson’s murder. He was sentenced to life in prison.

The sentence was overturned one year later when Crummel’s new attorneys convinced the judge that their client had received a raw deal when his original attorney failed to adequately represent him and failed to cross-examine key witnesses. The new trial would not be easy. A cast of some footprints and a handprint that had been taken at the crime scene were lost, a key witness was dead, Shimer still was not cooperating, and a hair that had turned up on the clothes Frank Clawson was wearing the night he was murdered wasn’t Crummel’s. In 1987 prosecutors, feeling they did not have enough evidence for a new trial, 
 let Crummel plead out to kidnapping. He walked out of prison later that year.

Crummel was still being questioned about other murders: The death of Jack Phillips, nine years old, from Big Bear; the 1981 murder of Jeffrey Vargo, six years old, from Anaheim Hills; and the 1979 murder of James Trotter, age 13, of Costa Mesa.

In July 2004, a jury in Riverside County found Crummel guilty of the murder of James Trotter and sentenced him to death. On May 27, 2012, James Lee Crummel carried out his own sentence and hung himself in his cell on San Quentin’s death row using an extension cord.


Crump, Thomas Wayne
 (1940 – June 15, 2018) was a drifter who was also a serial killer. He roamed across America in the 1980s and has been convicted of four murders—his second wife, a cab driver, a Minnesota tourist (convicted and sentenced to life in New Mexico) and the 1980 murder of Jodie Jameson in Las Vegas (convicted and sentenced to death). He died at Ely State Prison, Ely, Nevada on June 15, 2018.


Cullen, Charles
 Edmund
 (b. February 22, 1960) was a nurse turned serial killer. He admitted to detectives that he had murdered as many as 40 patients during his 16-year nursing career (1988 thru 2003).

Cullen was born in West Orange, New Jersey, the youngest of eight children. His father was 58 at the time of his birth and died when Cullen was seven months old. Cullen says his childhood was miserable. He attempted suicide at the age of nine by drinking chemicals taken from a chemistry set. This was the first of many attempts to take his own life.

Cullen’s mother was killed in an automobile accident on December 6, 1977. He quit school and joined the navy in April 1978. He was assigned to the submarine corps and 
 quickly rose to the rank of petty officer third class and was part of the team that operated the USS Woodrow Wilson
 ’s Poseidon missiles. He was transferred to a navy supply ship. On March 30, 1984, Cullen was given a medical discharge from the navy due to his mental instability. Shortly after his discharge, he enrolled in the Mountainside Hospital School of Nursing in Glen Ridge, New Jersey. In 1987, he married Adrienne Taub, with whom he had two daughters.

While employed at St. Barnabas Medical Center on June 11, 1998, Cullen committed his first murder. Judge John W. Yengo, Sr., was a patient there suffering from an allergic reaction to a blood-thinning drug. Cullen administered a lethal overdose of medication to him. After his arrest in 2003, Cullen admitted to killing several patients at St. Barnabas with an overdose of digoxin, a heart medication. Cullen resigned from St. Barnabas in January 1992, when hospital authorities began investigating the tampering of bags of intravenous fluid. Their investigation determined that Cullen was most likely the person responsible.

In February 1992, Cullen obtained a nursing position at Warren Hospital in Phillipsburg, New Jersey where he murdered three elderly women by giving them overdoses of digoxin (a medication used to treat various heart conditions). In January 1993, Adrienne filed for divorce. She also filed two domestic violence complaints against him. Cullen had shared custody of his daughters. He said he wanted to quit nursing at that time, but because he was required to pay child support payments, he had to keep working. Cullen left Warren Hospital in December 1993 and soon got a job at Hunterdon Medical Center, Flemington, New Jersey, where he worked in the intensive care/cardiac care unit. He later admitted to murdering five patients with overdoses of digoxin in the first nine months of 1996.

Cullen’s next job was at Morristown Memorial Hospital in Morristown, New Jersey. He was fired for poor performance in August 1997. He remained unemployed for 
 six months and stopped making child support payments. In February 1998, he went to work for Liberty Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in Allentown, Pennsylvania, where he worked in a unit where the patients needed to be on ventilators. In May, Cullen filed for bankruptcy claiming debts of nearly $67,000. He was fired by Liberty in October 1998, after he was seen entering a patient’s room with syringes. The patient sustained a broken arm, but apparently no injections were made. Cullen was accused of giving drugs to patients at unscheduled times, but Liberty failed to report the incidents to authorities or the nursing boards.

During the next two years, Cullen worked at three different hospitals. There were no suspicions that he was a killer until a coworker at the St. Luke’s Hospital in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, found some unused medications in a trash can. It was considered suspicious because the drugs had no recreational use or any value outside a hospital. Cullen was identified as the thief and was fired in June 2002. An investigation was instigated, by the Lehigh County District Attorney’s office, into the many deaths that had occurred on Cullen’s watch. Even though he had been present at approximately 66% of the deaths and worked only 20% of the available hours, no background check was done on him and the investigation was shut down after nine months due to a lack of evidence.

Cullen next got a nursing job at the critical care unit of the Somerset Medical Center in Somerville, New Jersey. He committed most of his confirmed murders there. In 2003, his criminal behavior became increasingly apparent; he would look into the records of patients he was not assigned to treat and would administer drugs to patients that had not been prescribed them. In July, the hospital was notified by the director of the New Jersey Poison Information and Education System that there had been some suspicious overdoses suggesting that someone was murdering patients at the hospital. However, the hospital failed to contact 
 authorities until October, by which time more people had been killed. On October 31, Cullen was fired for lying in his job application. Police kept him under surveillance for several weeks.

On December 12, 2003, Cullen was arrested following a month-long investigation of him by the authorities. He was charged with the murder of Reverend Florian J. Gall and the attempted murder of Jin Kyung Han. Cullen did not resist at all and not only pleaded guilty to both counts, but confessed to several more murders during his past hospital jobs.

In April and July of 2004, he confessed to a total of 40 murders and six attempted murders, although he admitted that he could not remember all of his murders. It is very possible that he killed many more. His total number of murders may well be in the 100s. In April 2004, Cullen pleaded guilty in New Jersey to murdering 13 patients and attempting to kill two others by lethal injection while employed at Somerset. He avoided the death penalty through a plea bargain with the prosecution and is currently serving a sentence of life in prison without the possibility of parole for over 100 years at the New Jersey State Prison in Trenton, New Jersey. In May 2004, Cullen pleaded guilty to the murder of three more patients in New Jersey. In November 2004, he pleaded guilty in Allentown, Pennsylvania to murdering six patients and attempting to murder three more. On March 2, 2006, Cullen was sentenced to 11 consecutive life sentences in New Jersey without the possibility of parole for 397 years.

His killings and the fact that he was able to move from hospital to hospital without raising any suspicion also had an impact on the US legal system regarding hospitals. The penalties for hospitals for failing to report suspicious fatalities became harsher, hospitals that report poor staff performance now have better legal defense options and hospital workers are now required to undergo background 
 checks for criminal records and also to register their fingerprints.


Cutter, Larry M.
 (b. February, 1966) is a rapist and murderer of four women in 1991-92 in Indianapolis, Indiana.

Cutter was linked by several witnesses to the disappearance of Linda Berry. Two days after she disappeared, Linda’s body was found on a farm in Delaware County. She was without undergarments and her dentures were missing. Hemorrhaging of her eyes and bruises around her neck indicated that she had died from manual strangulation. A search of Cutter’s car turned up one of Linda’s fingernails and some head and pubic hairs. Cutter’s sperm was found on a vaginal swab taken from Linda’s body. Cutter was convicted of the murder, felony murder, rape, and criminal confinement of Linda Berry in October 1995. He is serving 110 years at Indiana State Prison.


Cyanide Mallika
 whose birth name was K. D. Kempanna
 (b. 1970) poisoned six women between 1999 and 2007 in the country of India. She had many aliases—Lakshmi, Savithramma, Kempamma, Jayamma, Kala, and Shivamoggamma. Mallika ran a chit business that incurred heavy losses. The money lenders were trying to collect money owed to them and her relatives turned against her. She left her husband and children in late 1998.

Mallika began to hang around the temples and posed as one acquainted with pujas (showing reverence to a god by invocations, prayers, songs, and rituals). She befriended the well-to-do women who came to the temples and, winning their confidence, she offered to conduct the pujas at some temple (away from the temple the woman frequented). They would go to the suggested temple, where Mallika would rent a room and perform the puja. The victim would be told to close her eyes and Mallika would throw cyanide into the 
 victim’s mouth and abscond with any money or valuables found on the victim. There was a gap of eight years between the first murder and the second. Police are investigating her whereabouts and activities during those years.

Mallika identified her victims as Mamtha, age 30, of Hoskote; Elizabeth, age 52, of Banaswadi; Yashodamma, age 60, of Yelahanka; Muniyamma, age 60, of Chikka Bommasandra; Pillamamma, age 60, of Hebbal; and Nagaveni, age 30, also of Hebbal.

She was arrested on December 31, 2007, tried, and convicted of the six murders and sentenced to death on April 1, 2012. Her sentence was commuted to life in August 2012.


Cyanide Mohan
 aka Kumar, Mohan
 (b. 1963) was born in India and worked as a primary school physical education teacher in the years 1980 to 2003. He is believed to have been involved in bank load frauds and forgeries, but he is best remembered for murdering at least 20 women with cyanide between 2005 and 2009.

Kumar preyed on women who were looking for marriage but were unable to pay dowry or unable to find a suitable husband. He murdered the women by giving them “contraceptives” that were really cyanide pills. He then took their jewelry and other things of value.



Dallas Ripper (Slasher)
 aka Albright, Charles Frederick
 (b. August 10, 1933) was a serial killer who operated in Dallas, Texas, in 1990-91. He was adopted by Delle and Fred Albright at an early age. His criminal activities started early. By age 13, he was already a petty thief and was arrested for aggravated assault. Until 1990, his crimes were for stealing, robbery, and forgery. Expelled 
 from college for stealing, he was not prosecuted. He forged his degree on stolen documents and gave himself a bachelor’s and a master’s degree.

After his marriage, he continued to forge checks and false credentials to obtain teaching jobs, and the school board found out about the forged documents while he was teaching at a high school and he was fired. He was divorced in the late 1960s. He was caught stealing hundreds of dollars’ worth of merchandise from a hardware store for which he was sentenced to two years, but was paroled in less than six months. In 1981, he molested a 9-year-old girl while visiting the family. He was arrested and pleaded guilty, but received only probation.

He committed his first murder on December 13, 1990. Mary Lou Pratt was a well-known prostitute. Her body was found lying face-up and was wearing only a T-shirt. She had been shot in the back of the head with a .44 caliber bullet. The medical examiner discovered that the killer had removed both of her eyes without making any marks on her eyelids. He evidently took the eyes with him.

On February 10, 1991, Susan Peterson, a prostitute, was found in south Dallas with her T-shirt pulled above her breasts. She had been shot three times—in the top of her head, in the left breast, and in the back of her head. Again, the medical examiner found that both of her eyes had been removed.

On May 19, 1991, Shirley Williams was discovered naked and lying on her side near a school. Her eyes had been removed. She also had facial bruises and a broken nose. She had been shot in the top of her head and in the face.

Albright was arrested and charged with three counts of murder. On December 18, 1991, the jury found him guilty. He was sentenced to three life sentences without the possibility of parole and is currently being held at the West Texas Regional Medical Facility
 .


Dalton, Lawrence
 (b. April 12, 1945) is a serial killer who committed his murders in Wisconsin and Illinois during 1977 and 1978. He had earlier been charged with rape, deviate sexual assault, and taking indecent liberties with a child in Brooklyn. Dalton had been accused by the 14-year-old girl of holding her hostage for over four months.

A woman’s body was unearthed in front of a house where Dalton lived from March 1977 to February 1978. The body was identified as Blanche Penna, age 25, from Racine, Wisconsin. On April 22, 1979, the FBI announced their search for Lawrence Dalton in connection with this murder. They were also seeking him in connection with the 1977 murder of 12-year-old Lisa Slusser in Waukegan, Illinois. He was also thought to be responsible for the murder of a “Jane Doe” in Lake County, Illinois, in the summer of 1978. He is currently serving a life sentence at Stateville Prison in Crest Hill, Illinois.


Damergi, Naceur
 (c. 1944 – November 17, 1990) was born in Tunisia while his mother was in prison for prostitution and where he spent his first few months of life. He did not meet his father until he was 30 years old. He was a farmer by that time.

He became engaged to his cousin in 1960 and went to France to raise money for his marriage. When he returned to Tunisia in 1968, he learned that his fiancée had married someone else.

In 1970, Damergi raped Ghaya, a 12-year-old girl, and proposed marriage to her afterwards. Her family refused to let her marry and filed a complaint against him. He was sent to prison for rape, assault, and attempted murder on Ghaya’s sister, Fatma. He was released in 1984.

He soon married a woman from Siliana, but they were divorced shortly afterwards due to his sexual practices.

In 1988, Damergi murdered Fatma’s son
 .

He was arrested in 1989 for kidnapping, raping, and murdering 13 minors and sentenced to death. He was hanged on November 17, 1990, at Nador Prison in Morocco.


Danielson, Robert Wayne
 (1947 – September 7, 1995) was convicted of manslaughter in 1970 and paroled in 1981. He stopped checking in with his parole officer and a new warrant was issued charging him with parole violation, passing bad checks, and driving with a suspended license. By the end of 1982, he was a serial killer.

On December 10, 1981, Harold and Betty Pratt, ages 60 and 55, from Tucson, were camping out in the Arizona desert about 75 miles southeast of Phoenix. They were robbed, shot in the back of the head execution-style, and their bodies left for wild animals and the elements.

On January 25, 1982, 80 miles east of Eugene, Oregon, Arthur Gray, Jr., age 62, was murdered when he was shot in the back of the head at the Twin Springs Campground.

In February, in Mendocino County, California, Benjamin and Edith Shaffer, both in their 60s, were robbed and shot to death. The bodies were not found until December 1983.

In March, Edwin and Ida Davis, both age 64, were fortunate; they survived their encounter with Robert Danielson and his girlfriend, Lanora Johnson. The Davises had become friendly with the younger couple. The Davises were over-powered, injected with a powerful horse tranquilizer, and left to die. However, they were discovered shortly after and in time to be saved by medical personnel. They both identified Robert Danielson as one of their attackers.

In November 1982, the body of Ernest Corral, age 38, was found in a desert ravine near Apache Junction, Arizona. He had been shot execution style.

An APB (all-points bulletin) was issued for Danielson on February 9, 1984, along with a federal warrant charging unlawful flight to avoid prosecution in Oregon
 .

Lanora Johnson was granted immunity from prosecution for giving testimony that was primary to the conviction of Danielson. In 1985, Danielson was sentenced to life in Oregon. On November 13, 1986, Danielson was sentenced to death in California. Robert Wayne Danielson committed suicide by hanging himself with a noose fashioned from a tube sock on September 7, 1995, on San Quentin’s death row.


Dandupalya Krishna Gang
 was a gang of killers and criminals in the village of Dandupalya, in the taluk (administrative division) of Hoskote in the state of Karnataka in southern India. In the late 1800s and early 1900s, members of an extended family settled in the village and became known as the Dandupalya gang, who killed and looted at will. Their descendants are believed to have killed over 80 people between the 1990s and 2001. The gang was comprised of both men and women and numbered about 30 people.

In all, 16 death sentences have been given to 11 members of the gang. Four have received life sentences and more than a dozen have been sentenced to other terms of prison. Five of those sentenced to death were Dodda Hanuma
 , age 45; Venkatesh
 alias Chandra
 , age 37; Munikrishna
 , age 36; ; Nalla Thimma
 , no age given; and, Dandupalya Krishna
 , age 38, leader of the gang.


das Gracas, Sailson Jose
 (c. 1988) is a Brazilian serial killer who has claimed to have murdered more than 40 people “for fun” over a period of nine years, 2005 – 2014. He told police he derived great pleasure from the exact moment his victims died. He claimed that four of the murders were “contract murders.” He claimed to have been hired by Cleoza Barina and Jose Messia, who have been arrested. One of the victims allegedly owed the couple only $15
 .

das Gracas stated that he killed only white women and preferred blondes. His preferred method of murder was strangling, but he would shoot or stab them, if necessary. He never murdered anyone who was African American “because it is family.” He says that 38 of his victims were women, three were men, and one was a 2-year-old girl. He claims that he stalked them, observing and studying them.

He stated that the murders filled a void in his life. “When I didn’t do it, I would get nervous, then I would go hunting. When I wasn’t killing someone, I got uptight. I would pace up and down at home. Killing calmed me down.”

A police official stated that das Gracas often masturbated over his dead victims. The killer insists he never sexually assaulted or raped any of the women he murdered. He said that he killed for the first time when he was 17. He said, “I only regret the child. The child cried a lot and would have woken the neighbors.”

If convicted of these crimes, the maximum sentence under Brazilian law is only 30 years.


Dating Game Killer
 aka Alcala, Rodney James
 (b. August 23, 1943) was born Rodrigo Jacques Alcala-Buquor in San Antonio, Texas, to Raoul Alcala Buquor and Maria Gutierrez. After his father abandoned the family, he and his sisters were raised by their mother in Los Angeles. He joined the army in 1960. In 1964, he was medically discharged after a “nervous breakdown” and was diagnosed with antisocial personality disorder.

Rodney James Alcala may prove to be one of the most prolific serial killers of all time. It is doubtful that all of his murders will ever be known. According to experts he may have killed as many as 100 women and girls.

He enrolled in college at UCLA and graduated from the School of Fine Arts. He claims to have a genius IQ, which is unusual, but not unheard of. Many serial killers have an IQ in the above average range
 .

His first known crime was in 1968 in Hollywood when a motorist witnessed him luring a girl into his apartment and called the police. The girl, Tali Shapiro, had been raped and beaten with a steel bar. Alcala escaped before the police arrived. He fled to New York.

He enrolled at the film school of New York University using the name John Berger. During this same period, he got a job at a New Hampshire art camp counseling children using the same name. In 1971, he was arrested and extradited back to California after two campers notified the camp directors that they had seen his photo in the post office.

Because Tali Shapiro’s parents had moved back to Mexico and refused to let her testify against Alcala, he was allowed to plead guilty to a lesser charge and he was paroled after 34 months. Alcala was arrested within two months for violating parole and providing marijuana to a 13-year-old girl. He was again paroled after serving two years.

Alcala was hired as a typesetter by the Los Angeles Times in 1977, despite his criminal record and sex offender status. Alcala convinced dozens of young women that he was a professional fashion photographer and photographed them for his portfolio. Most of these women have not been identified and police fear that some of them may have been his victims.

By 1978, Alcala had murdered at least twice. He appeared as a contestant on the TV show The Dating Game,
 even though he was a convicted rapist and registered sex offender. He won a date with bachelorette Cheryl Bradshaw. After meeting him face-to-face, she found him “creepy” and refused to go out with him.

It is known that on June 20, 1979, Alcala murdered 12-year-old Robin Samsoe from Huntington Beach, California, who disappeared between the beach and her ballet class on June 20, 1979. Her body was found almost two weeks later in the foothills of Los Angeles. Earrings 
 belonging to her were found in a locker in Seattle, Washington, rented by Alcala. He was tried, convicted, and sentenced to death for Robin’s murder in 1980, but his conviction was overturned by the California Supreme Court because the Orange County Superior Court trial judge allowed the jury to hear about the Tali Shapiro case and Alcala’s other rape and kidnapping convictions. In 1986, he was again convicted and again sentenced to death, but the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals threw out his conviction again, in part because a witness was not allowed to support Alcala’s contention that the park ranger who found Robin’s body had been hypnotized by investigators.

In 2009, Alcala again stood trial for the murder of Robin Samsoe along with those of four newly-discovered victims. Alcala acted as his own attorney. Evidently, he had never heard the idiom, “the man who acts as his own attorney has a fool for a client.” He was convicted and in March 2010 was sentenced to death. He is currently on death row at California State Prison, Corcoran, California.

In March 2010, Police Departments in Huntington Beach, California, and New York City released 120 of Alcala’s photographs and sought the public’s help in identifying them. Approximately 21 women have come forward and identified themselves and at least six families have said that they recognized loved ones who disappeared years ago and have never been heard from.


David, Horst
 (b. November 22, 1938) was a serial killer in the area of Regensburg, Germany, from 1975 to 1993. He was born in Breslau and left home in 1944 in an effort to escape to the West. He grew up in orphanages. He sang with the Regensburg Cathedral Choir (the oldest boys’ choir in the world, founded in 976). He wrote letters to his mother, but she never answered any of them. She died in 1990 without ever seeing her son again
 .

David married in 1963 and had two sons. His marriage was not a happy one and he would disappear for days at a time. He went to Munich, Hamburg, and other cities where he would engage the services of prostitutes. This helped bring the family to financial difficulties. In 1984, he left his wife and sons. Unable to find gainful employment, he worked at odd jobs and began to drink. He entered into a relationship with a childhood sweetheart and moved in with her and her mother. The mother died and the girlfriend was put in a nursing home because of her alcohol abuse.

On September 7, 1993, a woman of 85 was found strangled in her apartment. Fingerprints taken by police led them to Horst David, who claimed he had an intimate relationship with the woman. He was arrested and sat in jail from September 1993 to February 1994. The fingerprints and fibers alone, found at the woman’s apartment, were not enough to convict him of murder.

The prints were sent to Munich and fed into the AFIS (automated fingerprint identification system), and a match was found to an unsolved murder in 1975. On August 24, 1975, a prostitute, age 23, was found strangled and the husband was charged with her murder. He was acquitted. David was arrested and taken to Munich where he was interrogated by the Munich homicide officers. He unexpectedly confessed to three murders: On August 22, 1975, a prostitute, age 24, was strangled; on August 24, 1975, the prostitute strangling case which brought David to Munich; and the September 7, 1993 murder of the 85-year-old woman in Regensburg.

David also confessed to four other murders, to the surprise of the police officers. On April 12, 1981, he strangled a 59-year-old woman; another woman, a retired civil servant, was strangled on January 19, 1983; and on October 27, 1984, a 70-year-old woman was strangled. On January 12, 1992, he strangled another pensioner. All of 
 these crimes were about money—the prostitutes demanded more money, and the pensioners would not loan him money.

Horst David was tried, convicted, and sentenced to two terms of life imprisonment in December 1995. He is currently housed in the JVA Straubing Prison. He could be released as early as 2023 at the age of 85.


Davis, Brian Ranard
 (b. July 25, 1975) is believed to be a serial killer in the Houston, Texas, area but has been convicted of only the murder of one woman—Kandus Yvonne Hightower-Sharp, who was murdered on August 4, 2007. Her badly burned body was found several days later. Her murder had similarities to the Acres Homes murders even though her body was found more than 10 miles away.

Davis was suspected of being the Acres Home Killer
 but another man, LaMarques Devon McWilliams, was convicted of one of the murders, Pamela Gross, who was murdered in 2006. The deaths of six other women may or may not be related to the Hightower-Sharp murder.

One of the others murdered was Candice Douglas, age 26, whose body was found under a bridge in June 2007. The murder of Willie Bianca Jones, age 18, may also be related. She was last seen getting into a burgundy four-door vehicle on September 22, 2007. Davis drove a burgundy 1999 Mitsubishi Gallant at that time according to an informant, who also told authorities that Davis had burned the body of a woman and asked him to help get rid of the remains, but he refused.

Davis was sentenced to life without the possibility of parole. He is currently incarcerated at Polunsky Correctional Facility at Livingston, Texas. See separate article – Acres Homes Killer.



Davis, Bruce A.
 (b. 1948) has claimed to have murdered 32 homosexuals in Washington D.C.; New York City; Chicago, Illinois; Baltimore, Maryland; Boston, 
 Massachusetts; Fort Lauderdale, Florida; Reno and Las Vegas, Nevada; New Orleans, Louisiana; Los Angeles, California; and San Juan, Puerto Rico between 1969 and 1971.

With few exceptions, all of the victims were wealthy professional men seduced with promises of sex. After having sex, they were murdered for profit and for Davis’ own amusement.

Davis claimed that a sexual assault at age 13 left him hating homosexuals. He quit high school and moved to Manhattan in the mid-1960s to pursue his dream of a singing career. His dream was never realized and he struggled to support himself. He devised the plan to prey upon his childhood enemy—he would seduce gays and rob them of their cash and valuables.

In February 1972 in Washington D. C., Davis was arrested and charged with the murder of local businessman, James Earl Hammer. He was convicted of manslaughter and sentenced to 5 – 10 years. In December 1972, Davis was extradited to Chicago and convicted of the murder of Carlo Barlassina on June 29, 1971. He was sentenced to 25 – 45 years to run consecutive with his sentence in Washington D.C. Davis served his federal sentence at Terre Haute, Indiana. After 8½ years, he was transferred to Menard State Prison in Illinois.

On October 24, 1982, Davis murdered Joe Cushman, a prison guard, with an axe. (There are no details as to where a prison inmate could obtain such a weapon.) Davis fled in Cushman’s car, which was found in Christopher, Illinois, the following day. On Halloween night, Davis was arrested in Smithers, West Virginia, for attempted car theft. Davis confessed to 32 murders between 1969 and 1971. Davis was returned to Illinois in November 1982 to stand trial for the murder of Joe Cushman. He was convicted and sentenced to life. He is currently at Lawrence Correctional Center in Sumner, Illinois
 .


Davis, Charles William
 (b. June 18, 1947) was the son of a police lieutenant and was an ambulance driver in the state of Maryland. He was also a serial killer, having murdered at least five women in the late 1970s. Davis stalked his victims until they parked in a lot in front of a store or restaurant (places where it was easy to abduct a woman). Using his father’s contacts, he would have her license run through the system and find out who she was. He would simply have her paged saying that she had left her lights on. When the woman came out of the building, Davis would abduct her, rape her, and then strangle her. Using his ambulance, Davis dumped the bodies along roadways within the territory of his ambulance, report the finding of the body, and retrieve the body to be taken to the morgue. It is known that on December 31, 1975, he abducted, raped, and murdered Kathleen Cook. On August 24, 1976, he abducted, raped, and murdered Peggy Pumpian. In 1978, he was convicted of these two murders and sentenced to life. He is currently serving his sentence in Jessup Correctional Institution in Jessup, Maryland.
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Davis, Frank


Davis, Frank
 (January 29, 1953 – January 22, 2008) was the worst kind of serial killers—he preyed on defenseless children; boys he could abduct, sodomize, and murder.

On June 3, 1971, Duane Bush, age 13, disappeared from his home in Union Mills, Indiana. Three months later, a hunter found his remains five miles from the town. He was identified from dental charts.

For more than ten years, there were no more killings—Frank Davis had been sentenced to prison on a charge of burglary. Within three months of his release, he was again 
 convicted of burglary and was sentenced to 1 –10 years. In 1982, Davis was released and the murders resumed.

On January 10, 1983, a 15-year-old boy was assaulted in La Porte, Indiana. He was choked and clubbed with a pistol. He survived and filed a police report.

On June 16, 1983, Darrin Reed, a 14-year-old, disappeared while walking to his girlfriend’s house. Three days later, his body was found. He had been sodomized and strangled.

On June 18, Jeff Lopez, age 15, and some friends were camping at Kingsbury Fish and Wildlife Park. A man named Frank Davis, a friendly smiling man, offered the boys free rides on his motorcycle. That night, Lopez was abducted from the camp, sodomized, and murdered with an axe and knife. The killer then went back to the camp and abducted another boy, who he sodomized and attacked with the axe and knife. This boy survived and was found the next afternoon. When he regained consciousness in the hospital, he gave detectives a description of his attacker. He also gave them a name—Frank Davis. The boys had been attacked with the axe they brought with them from the Lopezes’ house.

Frank Davis was arrested on June 21. He was charged with two counts of felony murder and two counts of attempted murder. He was sentenced to two terms of 50 years for the attempted murders and was sentenced to death for the felony murders. Davis died in prison on January 22, 2008.


Davis, Gregory
 (b. August 31, 1965), the son of a Baptist minister, was born in Jackson, Mississippi.

For reasons unknown, Davis developed a sexual desire for older women in his teens. He would sit by the hour staring at older women at the Jackson library. At times he would reach through the stacks to fondle the women as they looked through books. Finally, in January 1985, a woman 
 complained that Davis was on the floor looking up her skirt and touching her legs. A librarian called the police and Davis was arrested for disorderly conduct. He was found with two stolen credit cards, but he could only be charged with misdemeanors. He was sent to Albany, Georgia to enroll in the Job Corps program. The change of scenery did not change him. He still managed to fondle the legs of his female classmates, even once exposing himself in class.

On October 17, 1986, Lucy Spillers, age 59, was murdered in her home in Albany. She had been tied to her bed with a rope tight around her neck and sexually mutilated. Her home was just one block from the Job Corps trainees’ facility.

In November 1986, Davis returned home to Jackson, Mississippi.

On November 18, Mary Dewitt, age 81, was sexually assaulted and beaten to death in her home. On December 11, Bertha Tanner, age 83, was also sexually assaulted and beaten to death.

On March 31, 1987, Addie Reid, 80 years, was asexually assaulted and murdered. On March 25, a 74-year-old woman was attacked and survived. She provided the police with a description of the suspect.

On April 17, 1987, Davis committed a home burglary and left evidence behind that led to his arrest on April 20. By May 1, he had been connected to the murders and was charged with three counts of murder and one count of assault. He was sentenced to death in 1988. He is currently incarcerated at the Central Mississippi Correctional Facility in Rankin County, Mississippi.


Davis, William Howard
 (b. 1942) was a suspected serial killer whose victims were middle-aged African Americans who lived within three houses of Davis’ home on Cativo Drive in Atlanta, Georgia. Davis had gotten away with murder for 11 years
 .

Alfred Glass, a self-employed contractor was murdered on August 7, 1998, while he worked in his garage. He had been shot twice and the bullets passed through his body and were never found, so police had no ballistic evidence. His wife, Sarah, and a grandson were watching TV inside the home. A neighbor, Miriam McCrary, was in her back yard; she heard the shots and ran inside because she was afraid.

Nine years passed before another neighbor, Dennis McGuire, was shot twice in the back yard of his home. He and his wife, Evelyn, had hired William Davis to do odd jobs around their house. On November 10, 2007, Evelyn was backing out of her driveway when she saw Davis coming toward her house. Her husband had just returned home from work and was in the back yard. Two hours later, she found Dennis lying face down near their dog’s food bowl. She thought he had had a stroke, then she saw the blood. He had been shot, once in the left eye and once in the chest. Neighbors said they did not hear the dog bark as it always did when strangers approached.

Less than a year later, another neighbor was found murdered. Warren Williams Jr., who lived directly behind William Davis’ home, was found about a mile from his home shot in the eye and the chest.

The police finally caught a break. The gun used to kill Williams had also been used to kill McGuire. The records traced the gun to having been stolen from a Fulton County deputy. Police found the gun buried under Davis’ house. It is not known how the gun came to be in Davis’ possession.

William Davis was arrested and charged with the two murders in November 2009. He is also a suspect in the deaths of two other men who lived in the neighborhood


Day, William Scott
 (b. 1951) was a serial killer from the state of Michigan. He was a habitual criminal and had escaped from Michigan prisons three times. In 1986 he was serving a seven-year sentence for attempted rape and prison 
 escape. He was transferred from the prison in Jackson to the Center for Forensic Psychiatry in Ypsilanti in November. He befriended a prison guard, Thomas Fortunato. Shortly, Day asked Fortunato to help him escape. For unknown reasons, Fortunato said “yes.” Fortunato had been a prison guard for 14 years and had a perfect record on the job.

On December 3, 1986, Fortunato withdrew $5,000 from his personal bank account, smuggled Day out of prison in a laundry cart, and they headed for Louisville, Kentucky, where the two spent a wild night of touring singles bars and porno shops. They checked into a local motel. When Fortunato awoke the next morning, he was alone. Day had left him $50. Fortunato turned himself in, pleaded guilty to aiding escape, and was sentenced to two to seven years in prison.

Day was living on the road. He made his living by robbing and killing. On December 9, Mary Strobel, the elderly matriarch of a prominent Nashville, Tennessee family, was found dead in the trunk of her car. She had been strangled and her throat had been slit. On December 23, Roberto Arzabalo-Alcoser was beaten to death near Tucson, Arizona.

On January 2, 1987, Evans Johnson, age 55, was found in his jewelry store with his throat cut from ear to ear. On January 6, tavern owner Billie Taylor was murdered in Fort Stockton, Texas. She had been stabbed in the back and one side of her skull had been crushed by heavy blows.

On January 12, near Van Horn, Texas, Day was stopped for speeding. He was in a pick-up registered to Stanley Robertson of Valentine, Texas. Although he had Robertson’s ID on his person, he gave his name as “Thomas Wilkins” of Portland, Oregon. He was arrested on suspicion of auto theft. Authorities visited the Robertson home and found his body with his throat slashed and his skull crushed by a hammer left at the scene. Seeing all of the evidence against him, Day admitted that he was William Scott Day 
 and confessed to all of his murders, including one in New Orleans that authorities had not tied to him. Day was sent to Tennessee where he faced murder charges. He is currently serving three consecutive life sentences in Tennessee.


de Berk, Lucia Quirina
 (b. September 22, 1961) was a nurse in The Hague, Netherlands, who used her profession to murder unsuspecting patients in the late 1990s and early 2000s. Her victims ranged in age from six months to 92 years. She was also suspected in several thefts of drugs, money, and books about serial killers. She was suspected in as many as 30 murders but was charged with only 18 counts of murder and attempted murder at four different hospitals. In March 2003, de Burk was convicted of the murder of three elderly women and a child and sentenced to life in prison.


de Jesus, Carmello
 (1935 – 1973) was a serial killer, unknown to the police. On September 8, 1973, two boys reported to the police that they had found the body of a man lying in a field at Perinton, New York. The victim was identified as Carmello de Jesus, age 39. The coroner determined that the cause of death was suicide. The body had a single gunshot through one lung.

A Spanish Bible with a note inside was found near the body. It said, “I have killed four persons and I don’t want to kill anyone else. That’s why I want to end my life.” The note contained the names of three of the victims: Octavia Ford, age 42, shot in Bridgetown, New Jersey, on September 17, 1971; Sandra Postell, age 30, murdered at a cheap motel in Palm Beach County, Florida, on January 5, 1973; and Milagro Tena, stabbed to death in Camden, New Jersey, on September 2, 1973. There was no hint as to who the fourth person was
 .


de Lage, Richard Tobias
 (b. August 13, 1944) killed for the first time when he was only 15 years old, two weeks before his 16th birthday. He is, quite possibly, a New York serial killer.

On July 29, 1960, Carole Segretta, a 23-year-old schoolteacher from Poughkeepsie, was found in her car in Westchester County. She had been shot to death with a .32 caliber pistol. Her killer had used rare Swedish ammunition. That was the only lead the police had and the case went cold.

On November 15, 1969, the body of Paget Weatherley, age 23, was found in a wooded area near Bolton. Paget was a recent graduate from the University of Connecticut. She had been shot three times in the chest with the same gun and rare .32 caliber ammunition used to kill Carole Segretta. The police still had no suspects.

On October 3, 1975, a female hitchhiker was picked up near Mansfield, Connecticut. Fortunately, she managed to escape and report her abduction to the police. In the meantime, de Lage had driven to Norwich and signed himself into the mental hospital there. Due to a delay in paperwork, the police found him still at the admission desk. They arrested him on kidnapping charges. On December 10, he was formally charged with the murders of Carole Segretta and Paget Weatherly. Police in nearby states checked their unsolved murder cases. Pennsylvania authorities found a possible case where two student nurses had been dumped on a lonely road in Fulton County in November 1970. No charges were filed in this case.

On September 9, 1975, de Lage pleaded guilty and was sentenced to 15 years on murder charges and 10 to 20 years on the kidnapping charge. He is currently housed at the Bare Hill Correctional Facility at Malone, New York.


De Matos, Barbosa Alves
 (b. 1981) is a serial killer in Brazil. On December 20, 2006, Brazilian police resumed 
 the hunt for a suspected serial killer who had confessed to raping and stoning to death five women. The authorities had to release him because Brazilian law prohibits anyone from being arrested and held by police from five days before an election until 48 hours after the polls close (unless they are caught in the act or have already been sentenced).

The police had uncovered the women’s corpses in varying degrees of decomposition just before the election. A spokesperson for the Sao Paulo security stated, “He had confessed to the killings but Brazilian law required we release him. We will begin looking for him again after 5:00 p.m.” No information has been found as to whether he was ever apprehended.


de Melker, Daisy Louisa C.
 (June 1, 1886 – December 30, 1932) was born in Seven Fountains, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa, one of 11 children. At age 12, she moved to Bulawayo, Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) to live with her father and two brothers. At age 15, she was a boarder at Good Hope Seminary School in Cape Town, South Africa. At age 17, she returned to Rhodesia for a short time, before moving moved back to South Africa to the city of Durban where she enrolled at the Berea Nursing Home.

Daisy vacationed in Rhodesia and on one of the vacations, she met Bert Fuller. He worked at Native Affairs Department at Broken Hill, where he was a civil servant. They were to marry in October 1907, but Fuller fell ill with Blackwater Fever and died on the very day they planned to marry. In his will, Burt left Daisy £100.

Within 18 months she was married to a plumber named William Alfred Cowle in Johannesburg. They had five children but only the youngest, Rhodes Cecil, survived. Their first children, twins, died in infancy. Their third child died of an abscess on the liver and their fourth suffered from bowel trouble and convulsions, and died at the age of 15 months. Cowle became ill in January 1923 after taking 
 Epsom salts prepared by Daisy. He was in excruciating pain and a doctor was summoned and prescribed a bromide. Cowle’s condition worsened and a second doctor was summoned who found William foaming at the mouth; his face was blue and he was in agony. This doctor suspected that the man was being poisoned and refused to sign the death certificate. Daisy was the sole beneficiary of Cowle’s will and she inherited £1795.

On the third anniversary of William Cowle’s death, Daisy married Robert Sproat, another plumber, ten years her senior. In October 1927, Robert became violently ill. He showed some of the same symptoms her first husband had shown, and he recovered temporarily. In less than a month, Sproat suffered a second attack and died on November 6, 1927. The attending physician blamed his death on arteriosclerosis (thickening and hardening of the arterial walls) and cerebral hemorrhage, therefore there was no autopsy. Daisy inherited over £4000, plus £560 from her husband’s pension fund.

Daisy’s third marriage was to another plumber, Sydney Clarence de Melker, on January 21, 1931. In February 1932, Daisy traveled from their home in Germiston to Turffontein (approx. 18 km or 3 miles) to obtain arsenic from a chemist to kill a sick cat. She bought the poison using her previous surname of Sproat. Several days later, her son Rhodes became ill after drinking some coffee he brought from home which Daisy had prepared. James Webster, a workmate of Rhodes, also became violently ill also after drinking some of the coffee Rhodes had in his thermos. Rhodes died on March 5, just three days after drinking the coffee. An autopsy was performed and the cause of death was attributed to cerebral malaria. Daisy received £100 from her son’s life insurance policy.

Robert Sproat’s brother, William, was suspicious of the causes of death of Daisy’s husbands and son and relayed his suspicions to the proper authorities. They obtained a court 
 order for exhuming of the bodies of Rhodes Cowle, Robert Sproat, and William Cowle.

The first to be exhumed and autopsied was Rhodes Cowle. Characteristic of someone who has been poisoned with large doses of arsenic, his body was in a very good state of preservation. The autopsy showed traces of arsenic in the internal organs, backbone and hair. The bodies of William Cowle and Robert Sproat disclosed traces of strychnine in their vertebrae and their bones had a pinkish tinge, which is caused by taking pink strychnine. Rhodes workmate, James Weber, who drank the same coffee that killed Rhodes, was tested and traces of arsenic were found in his hair and fingernails.

William Sproat filed suit to have his brother’s will naming Daisy as the sole beneficiary be declared invalid. Daisy had refused to refund an “alleged” loan from Robert’s mother, Jane, to William. Daisy regarded it as a gift and would not repay the loan. William won the suit, but it was a Pyrrhic victory (a victory that inflicts such a devastating toll on the victor that it is tantamount to defeat). Daisy had to hock all of her assets to pay the exorbitant legal costs. She was declared insolvent.

At Daisy’s trial, the Crown was unable to prove conclusively that Cowle and Sproat had died as a result of having ingested strychnine. The Crown did prove that Rhodes Cowle had died of arsenic poisoning; his coffee flask held traces of arsenic; the accused had put the arsenic into the flask, and the defense of suicide was untenable. Daisy was found guilty of Rhode’s murder and the judge passed the sentence of death. Daisy de Melker was hanged on the morning of December 30, 1932, at Pretoria Central Prison. She is buried in a pauper’s grave.


De Souza, Anise Ferreira
 (c. 1940) was a doctor in Brazil. He was also a serial killer who ran a satanic ring, murdered at least 19 boys, and attempted the murder of two 
 other boys between 1989 and 1993 in the Amazonian town of Altamira. The boys, ages from 8 to 13, were tortured and murdered. Some of the boys had their eyes gouged out, wrists slit, and sexual organs cut off. The sex organs were used in rites of black magic. De Souza and four other members of Brazilian society were responsible for these atrocities: Casio Brando
 aka Cesi Favio aka Sergio Brandao
 , another doctor; Amailton Madeira Gomes
 , son of a businessman; and Carlos Alberto Santos
 , a policeman; and one unnamed person.

They were brought to trial in September 2003. Two mutilated survivors, now adults, had escaped from their torturers after being doped, castrated, and tied to trees in the Amazon area. They were the primary witnesses against the five murderers and both survivors identified Carlos Alberto Santos as the man who kidnapped them.

Anise Ferreira de Souza was sentenced to 77 years, Cesio Brandao was sentenced to 56 years, Amailton Gomes was sentenced to 57 years, and Carlos Albert Santos was sentenced to 35 years. Valentina Andrade, a fortune teller, was tried for these crimes and was found not guilty.


Death Angel/Black Angel
 aka Robledo Puch, Carlos Eduardo
 (b. January 19, 1952) and his accomplice, Ibañez, Jorge Antonio (
 and later Hector Somoza)
 were serial killers in Buenos Aires, Argentina, during 1971-72. They were responsible for the murders of 11 people.

Carlos was born into a working-class family. He and his family moved into an apartment above a hardware store in Olivos, Buenos Aires, when he was four years old. It was said, by those who knew him, that he was a very shy child.

His first known robbery was on March 15, 1971, when he and Ibañez robbed Enamor,
 a discotheque, where they stole 350,000 pesos. Carlos shot and killed the owner and the night watchman using a Ruby pistol
 .

Around 4:00 a.m. on May 9, 1971, Robledo and Ibañez broke into a Mercedes Benz spare parts store and found a young couple with a newborn baby in one of the rooms. Carlos shot and killed the young father and also shot the mother, but she survived only to be sexually assaulted. She was later able to testify at Carlos’ trial. As Carlos and Jorge were leaving, Carlos shot at the crib, but the baby was not injured. Carlos and Jorge stole 400,000 pesos.

On May 24, 1971, the pair broke into a supermarket and killed the night watchman.

On June 13, 1971, in a stolen car, Jorge raped a 16-year-old girl in the backseat. Carlos then shot her five times, killing her. Just 11 days later, Jorge attempted to rape a 23-year-old woman in the back seat of the same stolen car. Carlos killed the woman by shooting her seven times.

Jorge Ibañez was killed in an automobile accident on August 5, 1971. Carlos had been driving, but he was not hurt and fled the scene.

Carlos and his new accomplice, Hector Somoza, stormed into a supermarket on November 15, 1971, and riddled the store with gun fire from a .32 caliber Astra pistol they had stolen in the robbery of an armory a few days prior.

During the following week, they broke into two automobile dealerships, murdered the night watchmen, and stole more than 1 million pesos.

Carlos and Hector broke into a hardware store on February 1, 1972, killed the watchman, and attempted to open the safe with keys they had taken from the watchman’s body. None of the keys opened the safe. Carlos went into a frenzy and shot Hector, killing him. He lit a blowtorch and burned Hector’s face to make his identification more difficult. Using the same blowtorch, he opened the safe, took all of the money, and fled the scene.

Investigators found Carlos’ identity card in the pocket of Somoza’s pants. Carlos was arrested on February 4, 1972
 .

Carlos went on trial in 1980. He was convicted of 11 murders, one attempted murder, 17 robberies, one rape, one attempted rape, one count of sexual abuse, two kidnappings, and two thefts. He was sentenced to life imprisonment which is the maximum sentence in Argentina.

He became eligible for parole in July 2000. He did not submit a parole petition. He did submit a petition of request for parole in 2008. The request was denied.

In 2013, Carlos requested a review of his sentence. If it was denied, he then requested that he be put to death by lethal injection. The request for review was denied as was the request for execution. Execution is illegal in Argentina.

Carlos Eduardo Robledo Puch is the longest-serving prisoner in Argentina, having been incarcerated for more than 46 years.


Debs, Bandali Michael
 (b. July 18, 1953) is the father of five children and a serial killer in Victoria, Australia in 1997-98.

In the afternoon of June 17, 1997, Kristy Mary Harty, a young prostitute, was trying to flag down a customer along Princes Highway near Dandenong. She made the mistake of getting into a vehicle with Bandali Debs. They had unprotected sex, then Debs shot her in the back of her head at point blank range with a .357 Magnum revolver. The bullet was too damaged for any future comparison with a firearm but the unprotected sex would come back to haunt him, as the DNA tests would later tie him to Kristy’s murder.

About a year later, Debs recruited Jason Joseph Roberts
 , his oldest daughter’s boyfriend, to join him in committing robberies of restaurants near closing time. They wore masks of US presidents and committed ten known robberies. At the tenth robbery, Debs left a message for police saying, “Tell them Lucifer was here.” Officers staked out restaurants and sat and waited for “Lucifer” and his 
 accomplice. On August 15, 1998, Sergeant Gary Silk and Senior Constable Rodney Miller were the stake-out team at the Silky Emperor Chinese restaurant in Moorabbin. Debs and Roberts were casing this restaurant when Silk and Miller pulled them over for a routine intercept. The robbers knew that their time had come. Roberts shot Sgt. Silk in the chest. Debs shot Miller and mortally wounded him. He then shot Silk in the pelvis and the head. A two-year investigation followed. Listening devices revealed that one of the suspects was Bandali Debs. The task force recorded damning conversations in which Debs described the police shootings in detail.

In February 2003, Debs was convicted and sentenced to two consecutive terms of life imprisonment for the murders of the two Victoria Police officers in 1998. Accomplice Jason Joseph Roberts, age 22, was also convicted of the police murders and sentenced to two consecutive terms of life, with a minimum term of 35 years.

On June 20, 2005, Bandali Debs was charged with the murder of Kristy Mary Harty in 1997. He was sentenced to an additional life sentence.

On December 12, 2011, he was convicted of the April 1995 murder of Donna Ann Hicks, a prostitute, in New South Wales. He had been linked to this case through DNA. He received his fourth consecutive life sentence.
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Deeming, Frederick


Deeming, Frederick Bailey
 (July 30, 1853 – May 23, 1892) was an Australian serial killer born in Leicestershire, England, to Thomas Deeming and Ann Bailey. He was said to be a difficult child ran away to sea at the age of 16 and began his career of crime. By 1882, he was married, he and his wife Marie were living and he was working in Sydney 
 and Melbourne, Australia. Working as a gasfitter in Sydney, he was charged with the theft of brass fittings from his employer and for “fraudulent insolvency.” He disappeared while on bail and went to South Africa where he was involved in a Transvaal diamond mine swindle in 1889.

He returned to England by steamship and lived in the town of Beverley as a wealthy retired sheep farmer named Harry Lawson from Rockhampton, Queensland. He met, wooed, and married Helen Matheson on February 18, 1890, even though he was still married to Marie and was the father of her four children. He left Helen about a month later and went to see Marie and his children, in Birkenhead. He gave Marie several hundred pounds and told her that he was leaving for South America and would send for her and the children when he was settled. He was arrested upon his arrival in Montevideo and was extradited back to England for “obtaining goods by false pretenses” in another jewelry swindle before he left England. He was sentenced to nine months in prison. In July 1891, he was released from prison and lived in a hotel in the village of Rainhill. Now, he was calling himself “Albert Williams”. He was visited there by a woman, sometimes with children. Deeming complained that the drains at his dwelling were defective and the kitchen floor needed to be replaced. He supervised the entire maintenance. The woman and her children were never again seen.

He soon was courting Emily Lydia Mather, who knew him as Albert Williams, and they married on September 22, 1891. In November, they traveled to Australia and rented a house in Windsor, a suburb of Melbourne. He murdered Emily on either December 24 or 25, 1891, buried her under the hearthstone in one of the bedrooms, and covered the body with cement. He moved out a few days after Christmas.

In early 1892, a man looking for a house to rent was shown the house in Windsor and reported an atrocious odor in the second bedroom. The owner and rental agent 
 raised the hearthstone to investigate the man’s complaint and were quickly overpowered by the odor. The police were called and Emily Mather was found. Her cause of death was a cut throat, but it was also found that her skull had been fractured by several blows.

Mr. Williams was traced to the Kaiser Wilhelm II
 , the ship on which he and Emily had arrived. During the voyage, Emily had talked to other passengers about her life and family at Rainhill. Most of the passengers interviewed stated that they “detested” Emily’s husband, Albert Williams.

During the inquest in March, it was learned that a man who looked like Mr. Williams had auctioned many household goods in January 1892, but authorities still did not know his true identify.

On January 12, 1892, Deeming had gone to Sydney and was using the name “Baron Swanston”. He had met a woman named Kate Rounsefell whom he told that if she agreed to become his wife, she would never regret it. After a whirl-wind courtship, Deeming had given Kate several items which would later turn out to be items he had stolen from a jewelry store in Melbourne. Kate agreed to marry Baron Swanston and also agreed to follow him to Western Australia where he had obtained a position, by using forged testimonials, at a mine at Southern Cross

The Victoria Police had been in contact with the Western Australia authorities by telegrams and learned of Deeming’s whereabouts. Deeming was arrested at Southern Cross on March 12, 1892. He denied he was Deeming. A number of Emily Mather’s belongings, including her prayer book, were found in Deeming’s possession.

While he was being extradited to Melbourne, authorities received the news of the murders at Rainhill in England. The bodies of his first wife, Marie, and their four children had been discovered beneath the concrete floor of the hotel where he had lived. Marie and three of the children had died from having their throats cut. Bertha, the oldest child, 
 had been strangled. They had been murdered on or about July 26, 1891.

On April 25, 1892, Frederick Bailey Deeming went on trial for the murder of Emily Mather before the Melbourne Supreme Court. He was found guilty and sentenced to death. At 10:01 am on May 23, 1892, Deeming was hanged.

There has been speculation that Frederick Deeming was Jack the Ripper.



del Junco, Francisco
 (b. August 3, 1957) was born in Cuba and in the mid-1990s was a dishwasher in Dan Marino’s American Sports Bar and Grill in the Coconut Grove area of Miami, Florida.

Arrested in early June 1996 after being identified by a woman he had beaten nine months before, del Junco confessed to murdering and burning the bodies of four African American women crack addicts who lived on the streets. He was charged with the murders of Vida Hicks, age 43; Diane Helms, age 44; Cheryl Lee Ray, age 37; and Janice Cox, age 37. All of them had been murdered between August 1995 and March 1996. They were all found beaten, burned, and only partially clothed. Even though all were black, del Junco claimed that the murders were not racially motivated.

del Junco was convicted and sentenced to life. He is currently serving four concurrent life sentences at Jackson Correctional Institute at Malone, Florida.


Demon Midwife (Oni-Sanba)
 aka Ishikawa, Miyuki
 (b. 1897) was a Japanese midwife and a serial killer of infants. It is believed that she may have murdered as many as 169 infants, but the general consensus is 103. She was a director in the Kotobuki maternity hospital. The parents of many of the babies in her hospital were poor and unable to raise these children properly. She was not able to help because of the lack of social and charitable services. Her decision 
 was to neglect numerous infants, who died as a direct result of this neglect. She and her husband blackmailed many of these parents for large sums of money. Her claim was that what she was asking for was much less than the actual cost of raising these unwanted children. She was finally arrested on July 15, 1948. Convicted of these infant murders, she received an unbelievable sentence of only four years.


Demon of the Belfry
 aka Durrant, Theodore Henry
 (1871 – January 7, 1898) technically was not a serial killer, but would have been had he not been caught.

Born in Toronto, Canada, he was two years older than his sister. The Durrants, William the father, Isabella the mother, Beulah his sister (who later changed her name to Maud Allan and became an actress and interpretive dancer) and Theo immigrated to San Francisco, California, in 1879. Nothing is known of his formative years, but in the early 1890s, Durrant visited the brothels several times a week. He always brought with him a pigeon or a chicken in a sack or crate. At a certain time during his debauchery, he would cut the bird’s throat and let the blood trickle over his body.

On April 3, 1895, Durrant was seen riding the electric trolley shortly after 2:00 p.m. with Blanche Lamont, age about 20. They were last seen walking toward the Emanuel Baptist Church on 21st Street. Blanche never arrived back at her aunt’s home where she was living at the time. Her aunt did not report her missing for three days.

On April 12, nine days after Blanche Lamont disappeared, Minnie Williams told her friends at the boarding house where she lived that she was going to a member meeting of the Emanuel Baptist Church being held at the home of Elder Vogel. Blanche was seen with Durrant in a heated argument in front of the church. A passerby intervened and the couple seemed to calm down and was last seen entering the church. The next day, a group of women were decorating the church for Easter Sunday. One of the women 
 opened a cabinet to retrieve some cups but instead found Minnie Williams’ mutilated body. The church and grounds were searched. Someone remembered that they had not searched the belfry. There they found Blanche Lamont’s nude, mutilated body. The police immediately began a search for Theodore Durrant, who was the last person seen with both of these murdered women.

Durrant was apprehended the next day (Easter Sunday) in another town where he had gone to join his Signal Corps unit. Theodore Henry Durrant was convicted and sentenced to death. On January 7, 1898, he was hanged at San Quentin prison.


Dennis, Jerome
 (b. 1967) is a rapist and murderer of five African American women in East Orange, New Jersey, in 1991-92. He was arrested on April 12, 1992 and is serving a life sentence with a 60-year minimum at New Jersey State Prison.


Denver Transient Murders
 were a series of murders in 1999 in Denver of six homeless men whose bodies were found in the Coors Field area. Two of the men had been decapitated. Three other men were savagely beaten but survived.

The bodies of Donald Dyer, age 51, and George Worth age 62, were found on September 7 under a loading dock on Blake Street. Melvin Washington, age 47, was found severely beaten on September 8 on 18th Street. Washington died a week later at a hospital. On September 26, the body of Milo Harris, age 51, was found in the South Platte River. He had been beaten to death. The body of Kenneth Rapp, age 42, was found in a field by a city crew cutting weeds in a lot near Coors Field. Rapp had died from blunt trauma to the head, possibly four to eight weeks before his body was discovered
 .

Seven people were arrested. Michael Alan Leathers
 , age 19, pleaded guilty to one count of assault and was sentenced to ten years. He has since been released. Nathan Wayne Harrison
 , age 20, was convicted of manslaughter in the killing of Melvin Washington and sentenced to 16 years. Harrison is currently housed at the Colorado State Penitentiary in Canon City, Colorado. Timothy Holden
 , age 18, was sentenced to 20 years and is currently housed at the Sterling Correctional Facility in Sterling, Colorado. Kevin Himebaugh
 , age 17, was convicted and sentenced to 16 years. He is listed as a Fugitive Inmate. Also arrested were Alexander Taapken
 , age 21; Michael Nelson
 , age 19, or Octavia Montoya
 , age 18. No further information was found.
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Der Totmacher

Pleil, Rudolph


Der Totmacher
 (the Deadmaker) aka Pleil, Rudolf
 (July 7, 1924 – February 18, 1958) was a German serial killer who claimed to have killed 25 people and called himself Germany’s “champion death-maker.” During the war, Pleil had witnessed victims being stripped and starved to death by the Gestapo which he recalled “as my finest sexual experience.”

Pleil worked as a border guard at the West Germany/East Germany border after World War II, where he found many East German females trying to escape to the west. He would accompany them across the border, then rape and murder them. At times, he had an accomplice, Karl Hoffman
 and/or Konrad Schuessler
 . He claimed his first victim, Eva Miehe, in March 1946. He killed her with an ax and then dumped her body in a canal. He continued to escort the women seeking sanctuary from East Germany to West Germany. All that was waiting for them in West Germany 
 was rape and death by whatever means Pleil found available—hatchets, hammers, knives, and stones.

In 1947, he was charged with manslaughter in the death of a salesman after impulsively axing the man to death. He was sentenced to 12 years. The lone survivor of his victims identified Pleil as the man who beat her and did “indescribable things” to her. After a full-scale investigation, Pleil was charged with nine rape-slayings, Hoffman was charged with six killings, and Schuessler was charged with two murders and one failed attempt. All were convicted and sentenced to life in prison.

On February 18, 1958, a prison guard found Pleil dangling in his cell. He had committed his last killing—his own.


Dhillon, Sukhwinder Singh
 (1959 – November 16, 2013) was a bigamist and a serial killer on two continents. A native of Ludhiana, India, Dhillon moved to Ontario, Canada in 1981. In 1983, he returned to India to marry Parvesh Kaur in Punjab and returned to Canada, bringing his bride with him. Parvesh was suddenly taken ill on January 30, 1995, and died four days later. The next business day, Dhillon filed an insurance claim and collected more than $215,000 in insurance proceeds, plus loans of more than $83,000 were paid off.

Within nine weeks of his wife’s death, Dhillon went back to India and married 21-year-old Sarabjit Kaur Brar. He then travelled to another village where he married Kushwinderpreet Kaur, age 23. His brides remained in India and he returned to Canada supposedly to start the process for his wife to join him. In late 1995, Dhillon’s wife Sarabit Kaur Brar gave birth to twin boys and Dhillon returned to India to visit her, still in the hospital with her twin sons. Dhillon gave her a “medication” to help her with her immigration medical examination. It was actually 
 strychnine, derived from a plant found in India. His twin sons died within a few days of his visit.

Just 16 days after his wife Brar’s funeral, Dhillon married for the fourth time to Sukhwinder Kaur Grewal, age 26, of Ludhiana. He returned to Canada in March 1996 and began proceedings for this wife to join him. Unbeknownst to him, the parents of his recently deceased wife, Brar, and Kushwinderpreet Kaur became aware of his situation and notified Canadian authorities. His application for his wife, Grewal, to join him was rejected.

In 1993, Ranjit Singh Khela, age 25, moved to Canada and became a business partner in Dhillon’s used-car business. Khela trusted and respected Dhillon and often referred to him as “Uncle”. In May 1996, Dhillon and Khela took out insurance policies, each for $100,000, which would double in the case of accidental death, and named each other as beneficiary. In June, barely a month after buying the insurance, Khela’s body went stiff and he was rushed to the hospital. He said that he had taken a pill given to him by Dhillon. Dhillon had told him it was good for backache and good for sex. Khela died shortly thereafter. The investigator who had investigated Dhillon’s first wife’s death, also investigated the death of Khela. He found it unusual that in the two deaths, the victims had the same symptoms, but there was no explanation for the deaths. A re-examination of Parvesh Dhillon’s tissue discovered evidence of strychnine poisoning. Strychnine was also found to be the cause of Khela’s death. Dhillon was charged with two counts of murder.

In 2001, Sukhwinder Singh Dhillon was sentenced to a term of 25 years to life. He was never charged with the murders of his wife and twin sons in India. On November 16, 2013, Dhillon was taken from Warkworth Institution to a Kingston, Ontario hospital where he died of natural causes
 .


Diaz, Robert Rubane
 (1938 – August 9, 2010) was one of 13 children born and raised in the Midwest. He was often ill during his younger years and absent from school numerous times, which made him fall behind in his studies. After completing the tenth grade at age 18, he enlisted in the United States Marine Corps. He could not adjust to military life, went AWOL for six weeks, and was discharged.

Diaz was married in 1961 in Jacksonville, Florida and divorced in 1972. He decided to act on his dream of working in the field of medicine and enrolled in a vocational nursing program.

By 1981, he was in southern California and working a series of temporary nursing jobs at area hospitals. Administrators at the hospitals realized that the number of deaths of older patients were happening in record numbers. There had been 30 suspicious deaths in Los Angeles County and like numbers spread over the counties of Riverside and San Bernardino. Autopsies revealed high levels of lidocaine, the drug used to control irregular heartbeats. Normal readings of lidocaine should show 50 to 100 mg, but the autopsies showed readings of 1,000 mg or more. In searching for common links between the deaths and those tending the patients when the deaths occurred pointed to a single nurse—Robert Rubane Diaz. Diaz had worked at each hospital during the abnormal death rates. The death of Estel Jones, age 62, at Chino Community Hospital raised concern. Her autopsy showed her death was from natural causes, but it was later ruled as a homicide. Investigators focused on Diaz and the high mortality rate when he was working his graveyard shift. In a search of his home, investigators found bottles of lidocaine and he was charged with illegal drug possession. The charged was later dismissed. Diaz filed multimillion-dollar lawsuits charging defamation of character and civil rights violations. Judges dismissed each suit
 .

An examination of 50 deaths was made and the number narrowed to 12 where the evidence seemed incontrovertible. Diaz was arrested and charged with 12 counts of first-degree murder. Eleven of the victims had been killed at Community Hospital of the Valleys in Perris, California, between March 30 and April 22, 1981. The twelfth was the death of an elderly man on April 25, 1981, at San Gorgonio Pass Memorial in Banning.

In September 1982, Diaz entered his plea of not guilty on all counts. Waiving his right to a jury trial, he chose to have his case heard by a judge who found him guilty on all charges on March 29, 1984. On April 11, 1984, Diaz was sentenced to death.

On August 9, 2010, Robert Diaz died of natural causes at San Quentin Prison in San Quentin, California.


Dillon, Thomas Lee
 (July 9, 1950 – October 21, 2011) was an Ohio sniper serial killer who murdered five men between April 1, 1989 and April 5, 1992.

From all outward appearances, Thomas Lee Dillon was an unlikely suspect. He was a husband and father; had worked for the city of Canton, Ohio, for 22 years; and had lived a quiet life in Stark County.

Unbeknownst to his family, he was a gun fanatic who lost part of his hearing due to the many thousands of rounds of ammunition that he had fired. His bullets found their mark in paper targets and tin cans, but they also found windows, streetlamps, stop signs, as well as more than 1,000 dogs, cats, and other animals, before finding the five men he murdered in cold blood. He once asked a friend, “Do you think I’ve ever killed somebody?”

Another friend told of going hunting with Dillon and running into some dogs that were diseased and sick. Tom asked his friend, “Do you think I ought to kill them?” The friend answered, “Well, you’d probably be doing them a favor.” Dillon killed the dogs. After that he just started 
 shooting dogs, along the side of the road, in a field, almost anywhere he found them. The friend told Dillon that if he did not quit shooting animals for no reason, he would not go hunting with him anymore. The friend stopped going with Dillon.

Another friend told of another time when a few of them were driving back from Atwood Lake in Carroll County and Dillon pulled off the side of the road, pulled out a gun, and started shooting at a farmer some distance away. One of the friends asked Dillon, “What the hell are you doing?” and Dillon answered, “I was just plinking at him. You can’t hit a target that far away,” (about 300 yards). On April 1, 1989, Dillon had a new target—lone men, chosen at random, killed by high-powered weapons. Each murder was committed in a different county in east-central Ohio.

On April 1, 1989, Thomas Dillon shot and killed Donald Welling, age 35, of Strasburg, Tuscarawas County, Ohio, while Welling was jogging on Tuscarawas County Road 94.

On November 10, 1990, Dillon shot and killed Jamie Paxton, age 21, of Bannock, Belmont County, while Paxton was deer hunting. Just before the first anniversary of the murder of Jamie Paxton, a Belmont County newspaper received a taunting letter saying, “Don’t feel bad about not solving this case. You could interview till doomsday everyone that Jamie Paxton ever met in his life and you wouldn’t have a clue to my identity . . . with no motive, no weapon, and no witnesses you could not possibly solve this crime.” Authorities believed that the letter was written by the murderer.

On November 28, 1990, Dillon shot and killed Kevin Lorgin, age 30, from Duxbury, Massachusetts, while Lorgin was deer hunting in Muskingum County.

On March 14, 1992, he shot and killed Claude Hawkins, age 48, of Mansfield, Richland County, Ohio, while Hawkins was fishing at Wills Creek in Coshocton County
 .

On April 5, 1992, Dillon shot and killed Gary Bradley, age 44, of Williamstown, West Virginia, while Bradley was fishing near Caldwell in Noble County, Ohio. In August 1992, after a friend read in the newspaper about the murders and recognized the behavioral profile compiled by the FBI, he called the FBI and left a message, but when he hadn’t heard from them after several days, he contacted the Tuscarawas County Sheriff’s Office and talked with Detective Wilson. Finally, here was a piece of information the investigators felt was good. Surveillance by car and plane began in mid-October; they monitored Thomas Lee Dillon and watched everywhere he went. They saw Dillon stop many times and point what appeared to be a gun. The officer tailing in the cars later examined the targets of Dillon’s gun. They found shattered electric meters on oil well pumps and stop signs. On one of his stops, Dillon picked up a large rock and threw it through the windshield of a car with a “For Sale” sign on it.

With hunting season opening on November 30, authorities felt they could not wait any longer. On November 27, 1992, Thomas Lee Dillon was arrested and named the prime suspect in the serial killings. On December 4, a man contacted authorities and told them that he had bought a Swedish Mauser from Dillon at a gun show in Massillon on April 5, 1992, the same day that Gary Bradley was killed in Noble County. Ballistic tests matched the bullets recovered from Bradley and Claude Hawkins. Dillon was charged with those murders. He was sentenced to five terms of 30 years to life for the aggravated murders and 15 years additional for gun specification.

On October 21, 2011, Thomas Lee Dillon died of natural causes at Corrections Medical Center in Columbus, Ohio.


Dingum
 (c. 1800) and Cornerford
 (c. 1800 – 1837) were Australian bush rangers who were responsible for the murder and cannibalization of at least seven fellow outlaws 
 in 1837. If they had any other name, first or given name, it is not known. Cornerford was hanged and Dingum was given a life sentence on Norfolk Island.


Djabar, Abul
 (c. 1940 – October 21, 1970) was a serial killer in Kabul Province, Afghanistan, who authorities believe committed at least 300 murders. Djabar admitted that he had murdered 65. He raped, sodomized his victims (mostly children), and strangled them with a turban. He was caught in the act by the agents. He was arrested, tried, and hanged on October 21, 1970, in Kabul. Unfortunately, two innocent men had been hanged for these murders before Djabar was arrested.


Doctor Death
 aka Kevorkian, Dr. Jacob “Jack”
 (May 26, 1928 – June 3, 2011) was a champion for terminal patients’ right to die with the help of a physician. He claimed to have assisted at least 130 patients in their voluntary euthanasia (the practice of intentionally ending a life in order to relieve pain and suffering).

He wrote a serial of articles for the German Medical Journal outlining his thoughts on the ethics of euthanasia. In 1987, Kevorkian began to advertise in Detroit, Michigan, newspapers as a physician consultant for “death counseling.”

Kevorkian was arrested in December 1990 for the public assisted suicide of Janet Adkins, age 54, who had been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease. The charges were dropped as there were no laws in Michigan at the time regarding assisted suicide. In 1991, Kevorkian’s medical license was revoked, making it clear that he was no longer permitted to practice medicine or to work with patients.

Kevorkian devised and constructed a device called the Thanatron
 (death machine) in which he assisted only by attaching the individual to the Thanatron and the individual then pushed the button that released the drugs or chemicals 
 into their body which would cause their death. Another device he made was called the Mercitron
 (mercy machine), which employed the use of a gas mask fed by a canister of carbon monoxide.

In 1999, Kevorkian was arrested for his role in a case of voluntary euthanasia. He was convicted of second-degree murder and sentenced to 10 to 25 years in prison. He was released on parole on June 1, 2007, ordered that he would not offer advice nor participate, nor be present in the act of suicide involving euthanasia to any person. It was further ordered that he was neither to promote nor talk about the procedure of assisted suicide.

Dr. Jacob “Jack” Kevorkian struggled with kidney problems for years and was diagnosed with liver cancer. He was hospitalized on May 18, 2011, with kidney problems and pneumonia. His condition worsened and he died from thrombosis (blood clot) on June 3, 2011.


Doctor Death
 aka Petrov, Maxim
 (b. November 14, 1965) a physician in St. Petersburg, Russia, was also a serial killer. Over a period of three years, 1997 – 2000, Petrov committed 47 robberies and at least 17 murders.

Petrov’s modus operandi was to visit a patient unannounced, usually early in the day when relatives would be at work. He would check their blood pressure and suggest they needed an injection. He then anaesthetized them and when they lost consciousness, he took their possessions, sometimes even the rings and earrings from their body. On February 2, 1999, he committed his first murder while committing his 30th robbery. The patient’s daughter returned home and caught him in the act. He stabbed her with a screwdriver and strangled the victim with her stockings. Following this, his modus operandi changed. He began injecting his victims with a lethal mix of a variety of drugs, hoping that the police would think the killer had little or no knowledge of medicine
 .

After anaesthetizing the patient, he robbed them of any items of value and then set the house on fire to destroy any evidence he may have left behind. He sold many of the items he gathered, but various victims’ possessions were found in his flat after his arrest.

Finally in early 2000, authorities realized that the victims were selected from a list of lung patients who had undergone a fluorography at a local health center. They identified 72 possible future victims. Petrov was arrested when the police caught him at a victim’s home on January 17, 2000. He admitted the murders when he was arrested, but later recanted.

Petrov was suspected of 19 murders, but was only tried for 17. He was found guilty of 12 murders and sentenced to life in prison.


Dodd, Westley Allan (
 July 3, 1961 – June 5, 1993) was the eldest of three boys born into a loveless home in Toppenish, Washington. He was often neglected by his parents in favor of his two younger brothers. He became a serial killer and has been referred to as one of the most evil killers in history. He began exposing himself when he was 13. His parents, aware of this behavior, were too involved in their own problems to get help for him. He graduated from exposing himself to molestation. He grew to be a rather good-looking, fairly intelligent and personable teenager. He was entrusted with the care of children by his neighbors and he took this opportunity to molest them as they slept. He was a camp counselor and took advantage of those children too. He learned how to control his young victims and could cajole them into playing doctor or going skinny-dipping with him. He was caught several times molesting children and was arrested for the first time at age 15. All it got him was professional counseling. In 1981, after a failed attempt to molest two little girls, he joined the navy, but this did not stop him from seeking out children for his sexual pleasure. 
 He was arrested several times for attempted molestations; he once served 19 days in jail and was ordered to seek counseling. Most of his victims’ parents were reluctant to press charges and put their child through the agony of testifying in court.

By age 26, his desires had turned to violence and murder. He was arrested after his attempt failed when the boy he had lured into the woods escaped and the boy’s mother called the police. Dodd received another “slap on the wrist.” He served 118 days in jail and one year’s probation.

By Labor Day weekend in 1989, Dodd was determined to carry out his perverse desires. He was thwarted several times that day, but in the early evening hours Billy Neer, age 10, and his older brother, Cole, age 11, were hurrying home from collecting golf balls at the local golf course and decided to take the short cut through the park. They encountered Dodd and he ordered the boys to follow him. It took Dodd only 20 minutes to molest and stab the boys, and clean up the evidence. Cole seemed to have taken the brunt of the attack, probably in an effort to protect his younger brother. Billy was found alive, but he died shortly after arriving at the hospital. Cole’s body was found several hours later. There were no clues.

Dodd worried that the police would come for him. When he realized that the police had no leads and he was not going to be arrested at any minute, he began to think about castrating a boy and watching him bleed to death, or cooking the genitals and eating them while the boy watched.

By late October, Dodd was seeking a new victim. He drove to Portland, Oregon, and cruised through the parks and playgrounds but there were no children without grownups nearby. He went to a movie theater, but again found no children alone. The next day he went to a local playground and saw some older kids playing football. Then he saw Lee Iseli, age 4, playing alone on a slide. Dodd asked Lee if he wanted to have some fun and make some money. 
 Lee, who had been taught not to talk to strangers, told Dodd a firm, “No.” Dodd grabbed his hand and walked him to his car. He told Lee that his father had sent Dodd to pick him up and take him home. But he did not take him home to his father, he took Lee to his apartment where he was abused and tortured by unimaginable acts. The following morning, before going to work, Dodd hung Lee in his closet and watched him die. He took photographs of Lee hanging and made entries in his diary about the things he had done to Lee. Before leaving the apartment, he hid Lee’s body behind some blankets and left. After work, Dodd made an entry in his diary that he would “have to find a place to dump the garbage.” He decided to leave Lee’s body by Vancouver Lake and burn all of the evidence, except for the child’s Ghostbusters underpants. On November 1, 1989, Lee’s body was found.

Dodd went to a movie theater where he waited in the restroom for a young child to arrive alone. Dodd grabbed a 6-year-old boy who was alone and took him screaming outside. Dodd was captured by William Ray Graves, the mother’s boyfriend, and interrogated by police. Both Washington and Oregon police questioned him about the murders of Billy and Cole Neer and Lee Iseli. After first denying any knowledge of the murders, he soon confessed to the murders and delighted in telling the details. He told police where to find his diary, Lee Iseli’s Ghostbusters underpants, and the incriminating photos. Dodd was charged with three counts of first-degree murder, plus the attempted abduction of the boy from the theater.

On June 15, 1990, Dodd was found guilty and sentenced to death. Dodd refused to appeal his death penalty and chose hanging as the method of execution. The date of his execution was set for January 5, 1993. There had been no hangings in the United States since 1965.

At 12:05 a.m., on June 5, 1993, Westley Allan Dodd was executed by hanging in the state of Washington
 .


Doelen, Hendrikje Geerts Meilofs
 (June 1, 1784 – December 10, 1847) a poor day-laborer, was married to Aaldert Mulder born about 1778, also a poor day-laborer, on May 7, 1819 in De Wijk, Netherlands. In 1827, they were admitted to the district’s poorhouse. Several people at the poorhouse died mysteriously in 1845. The first was Hendrikje’s husband, then Jantje Wichers, an old woman who lived with Hendrikje and Aaldert. Next were Arend Hut’s three children, who became seriously ill after eating oatmeal pulp given to them by Hendrikje. Grietje van Buren, a neighbor of Hendrikje’s, died on October 14, 1845, after eating pancakes made by Hendrikje. Her daughter Evertje, became ill after eating pancakes and died on August 9, 1846.

Authorities suspected Hendrikje as being the person responsible for the murders. Aaldert Mulder, Hendrikje’s husband, and Grietje van Buren, her neighbor, were found to have arsenic in their bodies. Wichers had probably died a natural death. There was no legal proof that Hendrikje had given her husband food containing arsenic. She was tried and found guilty of Grietje van Buren’s murder on January 15, 1847. She was sentenced to death. On December 2, 1847, her death sentence was changed to 20 years. Eight days later, she died at the women’s prison in Gouda.


Dominique, Ronald
 (b. January 9, 1964) is a serial killer who raped and murdered at least 23 men in six different parishes of Louisiana over a nine-year period.

In 1997, the body of David Levon Mitchell, age 19, was found near Hahnville. Six months later, the body of Gary Pierre, age 20, was found in St. Charles Parish. In July 1998, the body of Larry Ranson, age 38, was found in St. Charles Parish. During the next eight years, the bodies of more men were found. Twenty-three of the murders could be tied to one killer
 .

Dominique was gay and a cross-dresser who did bad impersonations of Patti LaBelle at the local gay bar. He trolled for his victims among the homeless and in gay bars where he would offer to exchange sex for money. He took the men to his home and asked if he could tie them up. Those who refused to be tied were allowed to leave. Those who consented were tied up, raped, and murdered. Dominique told authorities that he murdered them so he would not have to go to prison.

One of the men who refused to be tied up and was allowed to leave reported the incident to the police, which eventually led to Dominique’s arrest.

On September 23, 2008, Ronald Dominique was given eight life sentences after he pleaded guilty to first-degree murder to avoid the death penalty. He is currently serving his sentence at Louisiana State Penitentiary in Angola, Louisiana.


Donnybrook Serial Killer
 aka Zikode, Christopher Mhlengwa
 (b. 1975) began killing in the rural town of Donnybrook in the province of Kwa-Zulu Natal, South Africa, at the age of 19. Zikode broke into houses, killing any males and then raping and murdering the females. In some cases, he murdered the uncooperative female and then had sex with her dead body.

He was finally arrested on September 29, 1995, tried, and convicted of 21 charges including eight murders, five rapes, five attempted murders, and one indecent assault. On January 7, 1997, he was sentenced to a total of 140 years.

Zikode is suspected of being responsible of at least 18 other murders and 11 more attempted murders.


Dorsey IV, Leon David
 (November 17, 1975 – August 12, 2008) is a serial killer convicted on three counts of murder; one in Ennis, Texas, and the other two in Dallas, Texas
 .

On April 4, 1994, Dorsey robbed the Blockbuster Video store in Dallas of several hundred dollars and murdered the two employees, Assistant Manager James Armstrong, age 26, and employee Brad Lindsey, age 20. Armstrong was shot twice and Lindsey was shot once in the back. The murders went unsolved for five years.

In September 1994, Dorsey murdered Hyon Suk Chon, age 51, a female employee of the convenience store Dorsey killed during the robbery. He was arrested and pleaded guilty to this robbery and murder. He was sentenced to 60 years. During a visit by his girlfriend, he confessed to her that he had murdered the two Blockbuster employees during a robbery in 1994. She relayed this information to the police.

Dorsey was convicted of the two murders and on May 12, 2000, he was sentenced to death by lethal injection. On August 12, 2008, Dorsey was executed at Texas State Penitentiary at Huntsville, Texas.


Dovzhenko, Sergei Ivanovich
 (b. June 30, 1972) was born in Mariupol, Donetsk Oblast, Ukraine. He studied at Mariupol Commercial College to become a commodity researcher. He also served in the Ukraine Army. He took up boxing, was a former two-time vice-champion in the Ukraine, and worked as a private entrepreneur in the market before joining Citadel, a private company from where he was discharged in 1997.

While still in the militia and working at the Citadel, the offices of the Citadel were attacked, a security guard was killed, and 5,000 hryvnias (the monetary unit in the Ukraine) was found to be missing. At the scene, investigators found cartridges from a PM (Makarov semi-automatic pistol). Dovzhenko was a suspect. On June 27, 1997, Dovzhenko was arrested at the Citadel. Tests were run on his pistol and it was found to be the weapon used in the attack. He was released from custody after eight months
 .

Beginning on November 19, 1998, Dovzhenko went on a killing spree. On the night of November 19, Dovzhenko went to the home of Vladimir Chekmak, former owner of the Citadel, who suspected the attack had been done by one of the employees. Dovzhenko changed into a police uniform in the darkness and Chekmak was shot with a 12-gauge shotgun as he entered the house. The shot did not kill Chekmak, so Dovzhenko cut his throat. He then killed Igor Karimov, a friend of Chekmak’s who Dovzhenko thought was the head of the personnel department of the Citadel. As he made his escape, he saw two people still in the vehicle and shot at them. Andrei Lyubichov, the driver and Sergei Shaturov, the commercial director of the Citadel were injured. Police questioned Dovzhenko, found nothing in a search of his house and his wife confirmed his alibi that he was home when the murders took place.

Continuing his rage-inspired rampage, on April 17, 1999, again changing into a police uniform he met Valentina Gladilina, as she was entering her home. She thought he wanted to talk more about the previous theft at her house and invited him in. He shot her to death with a pistol he bought from his friend, Vitaly Shemyakov, and took several thousand dollars. The pistol he used had five riflings instead of the standard four, making it somewhat unique.

On June 27, 1999, he again used the pistol to murder militia captain Alexander Kokin and his wife, Ekaterina. He also wounded Galina Krokhaleva, Ekaterina’s mother, who told police Dovzhenko had an accomplice with him.

Dovzhenko then decided to select his victims from newspaper ads by people who had expensive things to sell. He would locate his victims’ homes, murder them, and take money and property.

September 10, 1999, Lyudmila Shevchenko, age 58, and her son Sergei were murdered. She had placed an ad for a video camera for sale
 .

December 13, 1999, he murdered Ivan Vakulenko and his son Vitaly, who had a computer for sale.

July 7, 2000, Dovzhenko murdered his friend, Vitaly Shemyakov, who had sold him the pistol. Shemyakov deduced the killings were made with the five rifling pistol he had sold to Dovzhenko and began to blackmail him. Dovzhenko went to his home and slit his throat. A man named Yegorov was convicted of this murder.

December 15, 2000, Dovzhenko shot down a police patrol with his sawed-off shotgun and the pistol, killing officers Alexander Rogovets, Vladimir Fedorenko, and Andrei Karpenko. One of the officers was only injured and Dovzhenko used his pistol to kill him as he lay on the ground.

Vitaly Shemyakov’s mother, Claudia Bondarenko, did not believe Yegorov could have murdered her son Vitaly Shemyakov. He was physically weak. The killer decided that Bondarenko had to be silenced. On June 27, 2001, Dovzhenko murdered her. In an effort to ward off suspicion, he staged an assault with a robbery of Bondarenko’s neighbors and killed Galina Ivanova and her 12-year-old granddaughter. He took the equivalent of $3,000 US from the home.

On May 17, 2002, Artur Frolkov and Atso Simovich, placed a newspaper ad to sell a laptop. It cost them their lives.

Dovzhenko was arrested on May 17, 2002. On January 19, 2003, his trial began and he confessed to 19 murders. He was sentenced to life in prison.

On September 8, 2003, a Court of Appeals decided to recognize Dovzhenko guilty of committing 17 murders and sentenced him to life in prison. The murders of Chekmak and Karimov were considered justified. Additionally, in November 2003, Dovzhenko requested the Supreme Court of Ukraine to review the case. In May 2006, the Supreme Court upheld the verdict
 .


Drane, Ronnie
 (b. August 22, 1973) had a violent criminal history including armed robbery, attempted murder with a firearm, aggravated battery, and resisting law enforcement.

In October 2002, he shot and killed Larry Peaches, Jr., and Helen Buchanan, during a drug transaction. A third person, Herman Buchanan, was also shot and wounded. Buchanan was later fatally shot in March 2003 in Frankfort, Kentucky. Drane is also a suspect in that murder. Ronnie Drane was put on the US Marshals “15 Most Wanted” List.

Drane was subsequently found, arrested, tried, and convicted of first-degree murder. On October 29, 2007, he was sentenced to life. He is currently imprisoned at Indiana State Prison at Michigan City, Indiana.


Drew, Carl H.
 (b. 1954) was a pimp and Satanist in Fall River, Massachusetts. He was also a serial killer. Drew used his self-styled religion to keep his prostitutes in line. He threatened them with savage violence and compelled them to actively participate in his rituals and human sacrifice. It was reported that Drew declared he was Satan and he would chant and pray in an unknown language.

On October 13, 1979, the mutilated body of Donna Levesque was found. There were witnesses to this sacrifice: prostitutes Karen Marsden, age 20, and Robin Murphy, age 18. Marsden was repulsed by the murder and tried to break away from the group. Robin Murphy was not repulsed and eventually became a participant.

On February 8, 1980, Karen Marsden was the human sacrifice at the gathering near Westport. She was tortured and beaten before Drew finally killed her by breaking her neck. Drew persuaded Robin Murphy to slash Karen’s throat. Drew removed Karen’s head, after which it was kicked around like a football. Drew then raped the headless 
 corpse. Karen’s head and scraps of clothing were found on April 13. No other trace of her body has ever been found.

Robin Murphy could no longer conceal the cult’s activities. She identified Carl Drew as the murderer. She accepted a life sentence in exchange for testifying against Drew.

On March 13, 1981, Carl Drew was convicted of Karen Marsden’s murder and sentenced to life imprisonment.
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Dubois, Emile

Brihier Lacroix, Louis A.


Dubois, Emile
 aka Brihier Lacroix, Louis-Amadeo
 (April 29, 1867 – March 26, 1907) was born in France to Joseph Brihier and Marie Lacroix. At age 15, Brihier Lacroix killed a retired policeman, the father of his girlfriend. He worked in the mines for about two years, but was “let go” after a foreman was found dead. He was also known as the “Chilean Robin Hood”.

He spent two months in prison for thievery. In 1887, he left France and traveled to South America, going through Panama, Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivia before finally settling in Valparaiso, Chili where he changed his name to Emile Dubois. He carried business cards claiming to be a mining engineer, but never held a job or was regularly employed. Between 1905 and 1906, he murdered at least four people in Chili; one in Santiago, and three in Valparaiso. All of the victims were foreigners living in Chili: two Frenchmen, one German, and one Englishman. The modus operandi in all four murders was similar—the murder weapon was a rubber club and a knife, and all were robbed of their money. In the first murder, a gold watch was also stolen
 .

Brihier Lacroix’s first murder was of Ernesto Lafontaine in Santiago. His body was discovered at his office by Roman Diaz, a friend of Lafontaine’s. His body was badly mutilated. Lafontaine’s gold watch was missing, along with the keys to a safe and all of the cash from the safe.

His next three victims were murdered in Valparaiso: Gustave Titius was a German businessman, Isadore Challe was a French merchant, and Reinald Tillmans was a German trader. On June 25, 1905, he attempted to murder an English dentist, Charles Davies, but Davies was able to defend himself.

Several incriminating items were found during the search of Dubois’ home: one rubber club, knives, and the gold watch stolen from Ernest Lafontaine.

Dubois’ lawyer tried to save him from the death penalty by claiming mental issues, but Dubois refused to allow him to use that defense, fired his lawyer, and attempted to defend himself. Even though the evidence was indisputable, Dubois never admitted or confessed to these murders. He was convicted and sentenced to death by firing squad.

On March 26, 1907, Dubois walked to the site of his execution. He would not allow the priest to give him last rites and refused the blindfold. Before the sentence was carried out, he again claimed he was innocent, smoked a cigar, then faced the firing squad and told them, “Execute! I only ask you to aim straight to the heart.”

There were those who believed in his innocence and built a little chapel, where his fans left innumerable gifts and dedications.


Duck Island Killer
 aka Hill, Clarence
 (1929 – July 9, 1973) was a serial killer who murdered couples parked in a local “lovers’ lane” in Hamilton Township, New Jersey, in the years 1938 – 1940.

November 8, 1938, Vincent Tonzello, age 20, parked his car just off the road to Duck Island. His companion was 
 Mary Mytovich, age 16. The next morning, police found Tonzello in the car, dead from a shotgun blast. Mary was found on the ground, badly injured, near the car. She was taken to a Trenton hospital where she told the authorities of the attack and described their attacker as a black man. Tonzello had been shot when he refused the assailant’s demand for money. The man then dragged Mary from the car, raped her, shot her, and left her for dead. She died in the hospital.

October 3, 1939, Frank Casper and Katherine Werner parked near the same spot as the previous murders. Casper was found in his car, dead from a shotgun blast. Katherine’s body was found nearby in a pile of garbage. Her right arm had been severed by a shotgun blast, presumably as she ran from the car.

In mid-November 1940, the killer struck again. Ludovicum Kovacs, age 25, and Carolina Maroconi, age 24, were parked on a road several miles from Duck Island, but they were murdered by close-range shotgun blasts.

April 7, 1942, John Testa, a recent army inductee, and his girlfriend, Antoinette Marcantonio, were parked on a road in Tullytown, Pennsylvania, when they were attacked by the Duck Island Killer
 . Testa lost his right arm from the blast of the shotgun. Antoinette was clubbed over the head with the stock of the gun. Both survived and were able to give police a better description of their attacker. When the attacker struck Antoinette with the gun stock the wooden forearm of the 20-gauge shotgun fell off. It contained a serial number: A-639.

It took over a year to track down the owner who had pawned and then redeemed the shotgun at Krueger’s Pawn Shop in Hamilton, New Jersey. The gun belonged to a Clarence Hill of Hamilton, who had been drafted into the army 18 months before and was currently at Fort Dix, in New Jersey
 .

Hill was detained at Fort Dix for questioning by military authorities. He confessed to the series of murders and to other attacks where the victims had survived. He was convicted on December 29, 1944, and sentenced to a term of life imprisonment. He was released in 1964 and died of natural causes on July 9, 1973.


Dudley Sr., Kenneth Edwin
 (April 9, 1913 – November 30, 1980) and his wife, Irene Adelle Gwynn
 (April 28, 1916 – February 2, 2001) itinerant circus workers, were sadistic parents whose child Edward Thomas, born on August 9, 1937, died in New York in November 1937 when he was less than one year old. His body was found near Syracuse in 1946. Kenneth Sr. served one year in New York for the improper burial of this child. They had two daughters who lived to adulthood—Marjorie A. Dudley, born in 1936 and Jean M. Dudley, born in 1939.

Kenneth Edwin Dudley Jr. was born on August 24, 1941 and died in 1947. He was buried in the yard of the home where the Dudleys lived in Syracuse, New York.

According to their two older daughters, the Dudleys left Syracuse in July 1958 on a trip across the country with six children. Only one child survived: two-year-old Christine who was born on March 19, 1958.

On November 19, 1958, Claude Authur’s body was found bound in canvas and a blanket. He had died on November 17, 1958, less than four years old. His father, Kenneth, had left his body in a phosphate pit in Lakeland, Florida.

Norman James was born on February 12, 1949 and died on December 23, 1959. Charles Augustus was born on December 17, 1951 and died on Christmas Day. Their bodies were tied together in a blanket and canvas, weighted down with stones, and dropped off a bridge into Lake Pontchartrain, Louisiana.

Deborrah Jane was born on July 13, 1956, and died on May 21, 1960. Her body was wrapped in canvas, wedged 
 into a cardboard box, and dumped on a rubbish heap outside Jenkins, Kentucky.

On February 9, 1961, the blanket-wrapped body of Carol Ann, born December 13, 1953, was found in a patch of snow in the woods near Lawrenceville, Virginia. The child had bruises, open sores, and an untreated healing fracture on her right leg.

The children had all died of malnutrition, neglect, and brutal abuse. The children often had open, untreated sores. The father would beat the children mercilessly, sometimes breaking bones, or tie them up, too tight for blood to flow, over trivial things. They would be denied food as punishment for infractions. Kenneth and Irene would eat food in front of the children and deny them even a bite.

The Dudleys were arrested near Fuqua, North Carolina, on February 10, 1961. They admitted that they had starved to death seven of their ten children. They were sent to a psychiatric facility for observation.


Duffy, Charles Lee
 (b. May 10, 1976) is a serial killer who murdered his victims in Fulton and DeKalb Counties, Georgia, in 1997.

On June 24, 1997, Priscilla Culberson, age 48, was headed to the bus stop to go to work. She never made it. After reporting her missing to the police, her family went searching on their own. Her body was found by her 20-year-old daughter in a wooded lot off Campbellton Road in southwest Atlanta. She had been raped, severely beaten, and strangled.

On August 7, Gwendolyn B. Wyche, age 42, was shot to death in Decatur, Georgia. She was the daughter of Rev. O. L. Blackshear Sr., pastor of Mount Pleasant Baptist Church.

On August 9, the same gun was used to murder Pok Yeo Kim, age 52, in her husband’s store as she stood behind the counter
 .

These cases remained cold for almost 20 years. Charles Lee Duffy was arrested in 2006 and subsequently pleaded guilty to murdering Gwendolyn B. Wyche and Pok Yeo Kim.

DNA taken from the blood and semen found on Priscilla Culberson connected Duffy to her murder. He pleaded guilty to her murder and was sentenced to life in prison without the possibility of parole. He is currently serving his sentence at Smith State Prison, Glennville, Georgia.


Dufour, Donald William
 (b. March 22, 1956) was a small-time thief and a serial killer in Mississippi and Florida during the early 1980s.

On July 15, 1982, the postman delivering mail on his route in Orlando, Florida, became concerned when he noticed that the mail at Edward Wise’s house had not been picked up for several days and a terrible odor was coming from the house. He summoned the police, who forced the door open and discovered the bodies of Ed Wise, age 47, and his housemate, John Stinson, age 44. Both had been shot and stabbed to death. It was determined that they had been dead about a week.

On September 6, a man riding his motorcycle discovered the body of a man lying beside a dirt road in an orange grove. The body was partially covered by a blanket. The man had been shot twice with a .25 caliber weapon. He was soon identified as Zack Miller of Boston, Georgia, by a receipt found in his pocket. He had been reported missing by his family on September 4. On September 7, Miller’s car was found.

On October 10, a man was arrested after a failed robbery at a fast food restaurant in Orlando. He told the police that Don Dufour was the one who had planned the robbery and that he had bragged about a recent murder and robbery that took place in an orange grove. He also told police that Dufour had bragged of killing a dozen or more people. Four 
 days later, the detectives in Florida learned that Dufour had been arrested in Jackson, Mississippi, and charged with the murders of Danny King, age 32, and Earl Peeples, age 34. The two men had been murdered in the apartment they shared.

On March 31, 1983, Donald Dufour was convicted of Earl Peeples’ murder and sentenced to death in Mississippi’s electric chair.

First-degree murder charges had been filed in Florida against Dufour in January 1983 for the murders of Ed Wise and John Stinson, and in September 1983, Dufour was charged with the murder of Zack Miller.

On July 3, 1984, Dufour was convicted of first-degree murder and sentenced to death for the murders of Wise and Stinson, and on March 6, 1986, he was sentenced to life for the murder of Zack Miller.

Donald Dufour is currently housed at the Union Correctional Institute in Raiford, Florida.


Dugan, Brian
 (b. September 23, 1956) born in Nashua, New Hampshire, was the second child of James and Genevieve Dugan, both alcoholics. Brian suffered severe headaches followed by vomiting as a child; he was a chronic bed wetter (as was his adult father); Brian Dugan, age 8, and a younger brother burned down the garage; at age 13, he poured gasoline on a cat and lit it on fire. He ran away to Iowa at age 15 and was arrested for burglary, which led to other crimes such as arson, battery, and more burglaries; and at age 17 he attempted to abduct a 10-year-old girl from a train station. By age 26, he had murdered and by age 29, he was a serial killer.

On February 25, 1983, in Naperville, Illinois, Jeanine Nicarico, age 10, was abducted from her home. Her parents were at work and her sisters were at school, and Jeanine was home alone ill with the flu. Her body was found two days later. She had been raped and beaten to death
 .

On July 15, 1984, Dugan ran Donna Schnorr off the road, raped, and beat her. He then drowned the 27-year-old nurse in a quarry.

On May 6, 1985, Dugan raped a 21-year-old woman, but she survived. On May 28, he tried to abduct a 19-year-old woman who was walking along the road, but she managed to flee. On May 29, he abducted and raped a 16-year-old girl who also survived.

On June 2, 1985, in Somonauk, Illinois, two young girls were riding their bikes when they met up with Brian Dugan. He grabbed Opal Horton and put her in his car, and she managed to escape while Dugan was trying to abduct Melissa Ackerman. Melissa’s body was not found for several weeks. Opal Horton was able to give the police a good description of Dugan’s car. His car had also attracted the attention of a police officer from a nearby town because of an out-of-date vehicle sticker. Dugan was arrested on June 3 and charged with Melissa Ackerman’s murder. Police were able to link him to the murder through physical evidence found among his belongings. Dugan confessed to the murders of both Melissa Ackerman and Donna Schnorr in exchange for avoiding the death sentence.

Brian Dugan was not a suspect in Jeanine Nicarico’s murder but in 1985, he confessed to her murder because he wanted to avoid the death penalty in that case also. He is presently incarcerated at the Stateville Correctional Center in Cresthill, Illinois


Duke of Valentinois
 aka Borgia, Cesare
 (September 13, 1475 – March 12, 1507) was a serial killer of the royal kind. He was the son of Pope Alexander VI who helped his father amass the Borgia fortune in Italy. He was made Bishop of Pamplons at the age of 15 and at the age of 17, he was made a cardinal. On August 17, 1498, he resigned the cardinalate and on that same day, he was named Duke of Valentinois by King Louis XII. He was unscrupulous, 
 seizing and terrorizing central Italy. He reputedly murdered his elder brother, contrived the murder of his brother-in-law who was the nephew of the king of Aragon, and ordered the murders of members of the powerful Orsini family. After his father’s death, he was imprisoned by his enemies, but he escaped and was killed by a party of enemy knights during the fighting in Navarre.


Duma, Sibusiso Derrick
 (b. May 6, 1984) was a taxi driver in South Africa who used his vehicle to obtain his victims and sometimes used a vehicle as a murder weapon. Duma was also a serial killer in the area of the city of Pietermaritzburg in the province of KwaZulu Natal. He is described as a psychopath who robbed, kidnapped, raped, and murdered. He had an accomplice, Simphiwe Khesi,
 in some of the murders.

On September 9, 2007, Duma killed for the first time. He used his taxi to hit and kill Mqeku Zondi, a Department of Education security guard. Mr. Zondi had refused to pay for some of his trip to his residence so Duma drove over Zondi, then put the taxi in reverse and drove over him again.

On October 14, after drinking with Simphiwe Khesi, they decided to steal a vehicle to get home, since taxis would not be available. Duma shot and killed Patricia Kippen, an employee of the First National Bank. The noise of the shots alerted nearby residents. Duma and Khesi abandoned the vehicle and fled the area. They found another vehicle and Duma shot and killed the owner, Elaine Anderson, a crime journalist.

On October 19, Duma waited near the home of Hlengiwe Shangase. As she approached, Duma dragged her to a more remote area where he raped, then shot and killed her with the gun he had stolen from Mqeku Zondi.

On October 20, Duma and Khesi hijacked a VW Polo occupied by Masizane Mtshatsha and Thamsanqua Mbindwane. Duma shot and killed both of them. Driving 
 the stolen vehicle, he kidnapped Tsepo Mhlongo, Linda Jali, and an unnamed teenage girl. They first robbed Mhlongo and Jali, shot them, and left them for dead. They took the teenage girl to a local cemetery where they raped her. Duma then drove the stolen car over the girl several times.

On October 25, Duma kidnapped teacher Noxolo Dlamini. He then robbed, raped, and murdered her.

On November 14, 2007, Sibusiso Duma and Simphiwe Khesi were convicted of the murders of Patricia Kippen and Elaine Anderson. Both men were sentenced to life for the murders, plus 15 years for the attempted robbery of Elaine Anderson. Duma was further sentenced to 15 years for robbing Kippen. Khesi was sentenced to 20 years for robbing Kippen.

On August 4, 2009, Duma was charged with the other murders, kidnapping, robbery, and rapes. He was sentenced on August 17, to six more life sentences and additional terms of 104 years.


Dumpster Killer
 aka Jones, Bryan M.
 (b. 1957) raped and murdered at least four prostitutes and left their bodies in dumpsters in 1985-86 in San Diego, California. He was sentenced to death on two counts in 1994. Bryan Jones is currently on death row at San Quentin Prison in California.


Duncan III, Joseph Edward
 (b. February 25, 1963) is a violent sexual predator who, at age 15, raped a 9-year-old boy at gunpoint. He is also a serial killer. He spent some time at Dyslin’s Boys Ranch in Tacoma, Washington. Dyslin’s was primarily a home for wayward and orphaned children, and a facility for children with mental disorders. He told his therapist that by the time he was 16, he had raped 13 younger boys.

In 1980, he was sentenced to 20 years in prison for the sexual assault of a 14-year-old boy in Tacoma, Washington. He was paroled in 1994 and sent back to prison in 1997 for 
 parole violation (marijuana). He was released from prison on July 14, 2000, and moved to Fargo, North Dakota.

In March 2005, Duncan was charged with the sexual assault of two young boys at a playground in Detroit Lakes, Minnesota. A judge set his bail at $15,000 and a businessman acquainted with Duncan helped him post bail. Of course, Duncan skipped town and disappeared. On June 1, 2005, a federal warrant was issued for Joseph Duncan on the charge of “unlawful flight to avoid prosecution.”

Outside the city of Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, the bodies of Brenda Groene, age 40; Brenda’s boyfriend Mark McKenzie, age 37; and Brenda’s son Slade, age 15, were discovered in their home on May 16, 2005. The victims were all bound. The cause of death for all three was determined to be blunt-force trauma to the head. Brenda’s other two children Dylan, age 9, and Shasta, age 8, were missing. An AMBER Alert was issued.

On July 2, 2005, Shasta Groene was spotted at a Denny’s restaurant in Coeur d’Alene. She had been recognized by the waitress who called police. The waitress, manager, and two customers positioned themselves to prevent the man with her from leaving. The man was identified as Joseph Duncan. Sadly, Dylan was not with them. His remains were found by investigators on July 4, 2005, at a makeshift campsite in the Lolo National Forest near St. Regis, Montana.

Duncan’s arrest prompted a nationwide search by the FBI for unsolved missing child cases. In 1996, Samiejo White and Carmen Cubias were murdered in Seattle, Washington. In 1997, Anthony Martinez was murdered in Riverside County, California. Authorities in both of these states felt they had enough evidence to believe Duncan was responsible for these murders.

On July 13, 2005, Duncan appeared in a Kootenai County, Idaho, court. He was charged with three counts of first-degree murder and three counts of first-degree kidnapping of Brenda Groene, Slade Groene, and Mark 
 McKenzie. After several delays in the trial, on October 16, 2006 during jury selection, the prosecutor and defense attorneys reached a plea bargain in which Duncan pleaded guilty to the murders and was sentenced to three consecutive life sentences without the possibility of parole on the kidnapping charges but withheld sentencing on the murder charges pending the outcome of the federal trial for the kidnapping of Dylan and Shasta Groene and the murder of Dylan Groene. The judge stated that if he was not given the death penalty by the Federal Court, he would be returned to Kootenai County for a death penalty phase of the Idaho murder charges.

On January 18, 2007, Duncan was indicted by a federal grand jury in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, on ten counts of kidnapping, kidnapping resulting in death, aggravated sexual abuse of a minor and sexual exploitation of a child resulting in death, plus other crimes including illegal firearm possession and vehicle theft. During jury selection for the death penalty phase of the trial, Duncan fired his attorneys and chose to represent himself. He was given three death sentences all relating to the murder of Dylan Groene. In addition, he was given three life sentences for kidnapping Shasta Groene and for sexually abusing Shasta and Dylan.

In July 2011, the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals reversed the district court’s decision to permit Duncan to represent himself without holding a hearing as to his competence to do so. On March 27, 2015, it was determined that Duncan was mentally competent when he waived his right to appeal his death sentence. On February 28, 2016, the US Supreme Court denied his petition to hear his appeal of this ruling. On February 28, 2017, a Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus was filed. On September 27, 2017, it was ordered that the Government’s Third Motion for Extension of Time was granted in part and denied in part. On November 15, 2019, Joseph Edward Duncan III’s right to vacate, set aside, or correct his sentence was denied
 .

He remains incarcerated at the United States Penitentiary, at Terre Haute, Indiana.


Dupas, Peter Norris
 (b. July 5, 1953) was a serial killer in the area of Melbourne, Australia. He was the youngest of three children. His siblings were much older and his parents treated him almost like an only child. He dropped out of high school and later managed to get his High School Certificate. His troubles began while still in high school.

On October 3, 1968, Dupas went to his next-door neighbor and asked to borrow a knife for peeling vegetables. He then proceeded to stab the woman in her face, neck, and hand. When apprehended, he told police that he could not help himself and did not know why he had attacked the woman. He was sentenced to 18 months’ probation and sent to Larundel Psychiatric Hospital for evaluation. He was released after two weeks and subsequently treated as an outpatient.

In October 1969, in a mortuary at Austin Hospital, the bodies of two elderly women were mutilated. Police believed Dupas was responsible.

In 1974, Dupas was sentenced to nine years for raping a woman in her home. He threatened her with a knife, tied her up, and then raped her. He threatened to harm her infant when she resisted. He was released in 1979.

In 1979, Dupas molested four women over a ten-day period. On February 28, 1980, Dupas was sentenced to five years on three charges of assault with intent to rape, malicious wounding, assault with intent to rob, and indecent assault. He was released in February 1985.

In March 1985, he raped a woman at Blairgowrie Beach. He held the woman to the ground at knifepoint. On June 28, 1985, Dupas was sentenced to 12 years for this rape. He was released in 1992.

In January 1994, Dupas was arrested for false imprisonment of a woman he followed and held at 
 knifepoint before her friends arrived and chased him off. On August 18, 1994, he pleaded guilty to one count of false imprisonment and was sentenced to three years and nine months. He was released in September 1996.

On October 4, 1997, Margaret Josephine Maher was last seen at a supermarket at 12:20 a.m. Her body was discovered under a cardboard box containing computer parts at 1:45 p.m. the same day. A black woolen glove was found near the body. DNA found on the glove was later confirmed to match DNA from Peter Dupas. Maher had suffered a stab wound to her left wrist, bruising on her neck, blunt-force trauma to her right eyebrow, and lacerations to her right arm. Her left breast had been severed and placed in her mouth. Dupas was serving time for another murder when he was arrested for Margaret Maher’s murder.

On November 1, 1997, Mersina Halvagis was visiting her grandmother’s grave at Fawkner Cemetery when she was attacked and murdered. Her body was found by her fiancé four days later. It was determined that she had died from massive injuries, including 87 stab wounds, concentrated mostly around her breasts. Dupas was charged with her murder on August 1, 2006.

On April 19, 1999, the body of Nicole Amanda Patterson was found by a friend in the front room of her home. The friend came visiting for a prearranged dinner engagement. She found the door unlocked and music coming from a nearby radio. Once inside, she found Nicole’s body; she had been stabbed 27 times in her chest and back. Both of her breasts had been removed with a sharp knife. Her handbag and driver’s license were missing. Nicole Patterson was a psychotherapist and youth counselor who operated her private practice out of her home. It was later learned that Dupas has phoned for an appointment using the fictitious name of “Malcolm”. Dupas was arrested on April 22, 1999. On August 22, 2000, he was sentenced to life imprisonment
 .

With Dupas in custody, authorities were able to obtain a DNA sample which linked him to the 1997 murder of Margaret Maher. On August 16, 2004, Peter Dupas was sentenced to another term of life for the murder of Margaret Maher.

On August 1, 2006, Dupas was charged with Mersina Halvagis’ murder after he was identified by at least nine people as the man they had seen at Fawkner Cemetery on November 1, the day Mersina was murdered, in conjunction with other evidence found. On August 9, 2007, Peter Dupas was found guilty of murder and was sentenced to a third term of life imprisonment.

Peter Dupas is also the chief suspect in the murders of three more women. Helen McMahon was found beaten to death on Rye Beach on February 13, 1985. Renita Brunton was murdered in 1993 at Sunbury, Victoria. Kathleen Downes, a 95-year-old woman living at the Brunswick Lodge nursing home, was stabbed to death on December 31, 1997, only one month after Mersina Halvagis. No charges have been filed in these three murders.

Dupas is serving his sentences between the maximum-security protection unit of Port Phillip Correctional Centre, at Laverton and HM Prison Barwon in Lara Victoria, a suburb of Geelong. He has attempted suicide several times while imprisoned. 


Duquette, James
 (b. 1959) is a rape-slayer of four teenage girls and suspected of other murders during 1978 – 1987 in Wisconsin and Massachusetts. He raped and murdered Anne Preimesberger, an 18-year-old East High School student in 1980, as well as 14-year-old Tara Kassens in 1987. He is currently serving four life terms at Old Colony Correctional Center in Bridgewater, Massachusetts. When he is released from Massachusetts, he will be turned over to Wisconsin authorities to begin his multiple life sentences for the murders in Wisconsin
 .


Durocher, Michael A.
 (1960 – August 25, 1993) was the murderer of his lover, her two children, and two men in Jacksonville, Florida, in 1983 – 1988. He was convicted, sentenced to death, and executed by electrocution on August 25, 1993.


Dusseldorf Doubles Killer
 aka Boost, Werner
 (b. May 6, 1928) and Lorbach, Franz
 (c. 1930) were a pair of serial killers in Germany in the 1950s. Boost was the illegitimate son of an East German farmer. He began his criminal career at age six, when he began stealing, and spent several years in a home for delinquents. He was released from the home to serve in the military near the end of World War II, where he became an excellent marksman. In 1951, he spent some time in jail for stealing scrap metal from cemetery vaults. Around this time he met Franz Lorbach, who would become his partner in crime.

On January 17, 1956, Bernd Serve, a Dusseldorf businessman, and a young male companion were parked on the banks of the Rhine. Boost sneaked up on them, shot and killed Serve. He ordered Lorbach to kill the young man but Lorbach panicked and merely knocked him out. This would prove to be a grievous error, as the boy was able to give authorities a description of the killers.

On February 7, 1956, a 20-year-old secretary and her companion, Peter Falkenberg, were reported missing. Police found the car the following day. On February 9, police found two badly burned bodies in the smoldering remains of a barn. They were later identified as the missing couple. It was determined that Peter Falkenberg was shot to death and the girl was injected with cyanide.

Next were 26-year-old Friedhelm Behre and his girlfriend, Thea. They were both clubbed unconscious and Boost and Lorbach watched them drown as their car sank 
 into a nearby pond. The car, with the bodies inside, was found four months later.

On June 6, 1956, a forester observed an armed man spying on a couple from behind the trees. He tackled the voyeur and held him for police. He was soon identified as Werner Boost. When he heard of Boost being arrested, Lorbach turned himself in to the police. He told authorities that Werner had hypnotized him and compelled him to participate in the heinous crimes.

Ballistics revealed that Boost’s pistol had killed Serve. Authorities reopened the cases of a series of murders around the town of Helmstedt during 1945 where Boost had been living. There had been several refugees shot and killed while attempting to cross the border between the Russian and British zones of occupation. Finally in 1959, Boost went on trial, was convicted, and sentenced to life imprisonment. He was released in July 1990 from the Schwerte prison. Lorbach was sentenced to six years in prison for aiding and abetting.


Dutroux, Marc
 (b. November 6, 1956) was a thief, mugger, drug dealer, and unemployed electrician. He was also a serial killer. Dutroux was born in Ixelles (a suburb of Brussels), Belgium, the oldest of five children. His family immigrated to the Belgian Congo (now the Democratic Republic of the Congo) in Africa, but returned to Belgium when Marc was four. The parents separated and divorced, and Marc stayed with his mother. He married at age 19 and fathered two children. He divorced in 1983. He was having an affair with Michelle Martin
 during his marriage. He fathered three more children with Michelle, who would later become an accomplice to his crimes. They were married in 1989 while both were in prison and divorced in 2003—they were back in prison. He was serving 13-1/2 years for abducting and raping five young girls. He was sentenced in 
 April 1989. He was released on parole in April 1992, after serving only three years.

On June 24, 1995, Julie Lejeune and Melissa Russo, both age 8, were kidnapped and imprisoned in the cellar of one of Dutroux’s seven small houses. He had constructed a concealed dungeon in the basement, hidden behind a massive concrete door disguised as a shelf.

On August 22, Dutroux kidnapped An Marchal, age 17, and Eefje Lambrecks, age 19. He had an accomplice—Michel Lelièvre
 . Dutroux paid Lelièvre for his help with drugs. The girls were chained to a bed in one of the other houses since Julie Lejeune and Melissa Russo were in the concealed dungeon. Dutroux murdered these two girls by drugging them and burying them alive in the garden of one of his homes.

On December 5, 1995, Dutroux was arrested by police for his involvement in a stolen car racket. He was held in custody for three months and was released on March 20, 1996. During this time, Julie Lejeune and Melissa Russo starved to death in his dungeon.

On May 28, 1996, Sabine Dardenne, age 12, was on her way to school when she was kidnapped and imprisoned in the dungeon. Lelièvre helped with this kidnapping.

On August 9, Dutroux and Lelièvre kidnapped Laetitia Delhez, age 14, as she walked home from a public swimming pool. An eyewitness gave the police a partial license number which was traced to Dutroux. On August 13, 1996, Marc Dutroux, Michelle Martin-Dutroux, and Michel Lelièvre were arrested. Sabine Dardenne and Laetitia Delhex were found alive in the dungeon on August 15. On August 17, the bodies of Julie Lejeune and Melissa Russo, plus accomplice Bernard Weinstein, were found in the garden of one of Dutroux’s houses in Sars-la-Buissiere. An autopsy showed that the two girls had indeed died of starvation. On September 3, 1996, the bodies of An Marchal 
 and Eefje Lambrecks were found buried under a shack next to a house Dutroux owned in Jurnet.

In April 1998, while being transferred without handcuffs to a courthouse, Dutroux overpowered one of the guards, took his gun, and escaped. This was just the culmination of “foul-ups” by the police. After his arrest in December 1995 for stealing cars, when they searched the house where Julie Lejeune and Melissa Russo were being held in the dungeon, the officers heard the cries of the girls but since they were not looking for kidnapped victims at this point, they decided the cries must have come from outside. The house was again searched six days later with the same result. After his escape, the Minister of Justice, the Minister of the Interior, and the police chief all resigned. In 2000, Dutroux was given a five-year sentence for threatening a police officer during his escape. In 2002, he received another five-year sentence on unrelated charges.

Finally on March 1, 2004, the trial for kidnapping and murder began for Marc Dutroux, Michelle Martin-Dutroux, and Michel Lelièvre. On June 4, 2004, all three were found guilty of all charges. Marc Dutroux received the maximum sentence of life imprisonment and is being held in solitary confinement in the prison of Nivelles. In October 2019, he filed to have himself be examined by a psychiatrist in order to be able to be released early under conditions in 2021. Three psychiatrists would have to come to the conclusion that the danger of him reoffending was minimal. Michelle Martin-Dutroux was found guilty of being an accomplice in the murders and sentenced to 30 years. On August 28, 2012, she was released into the care of a monastery in Malonne. Michel Lelièvre was found guilty of his part in the murders and was sentenced to 25 years. He was released under conditions in October 2019.


Dvoracek, Mrs.
 (c. 1880 – 1925) and several unnamed male accomplices robbed and murdered at least four Polish 
 refugees at Mrs. Dvorcek’s home in Iglau, Czechoslovakia, between 1918 and 25. All were sentenced to death in 1925.


Dyer, Albert
 (c. 1905 – September 16, 1938) was a pedophile and murderer of three little girls in Los Angeles, California in 1937. He was convicted of first-degree murder and hanged at San Quentin Prison in 1938.


Dyer, Amelia Elizabeth Hobley
 (1838 – June 10, 1896) aka Mrs. Harding / Mrs. Thomas
 was a serial killer of babies and a suspect in the Jack the Ripper
 murders in England in the mid to late 1890s. She was born to master shoemaker Samuel Hobley and Sarah Weymouth. Amelia learned to read and write, but her somewhat privileged childhood was overshadowed by her mother’s mental illness, believed to have been caused by typhus. Amelia took care of her mother, who was subject to violent fits, until the woman’s death in 1848. Amelia then served as a corset maker apprentice. In the 1860s she met and married George Thomas, who was more than 20 years older than Amelia. They had one child, Mary Ann (known as Polly). While married to George, Amelia trained as a nurse, a grueling profession at the time. From a local midwife, she learned an easier way to earn money was to use her own home to provide a home to unwed mothers and then farm the babies out for adoption. The fee ranged from £80 for the wealthier women to as low as £5 for the impoverished women.

To save money, Amelia resorted to starving or simply neglecting the babies until they succumbed to death. Eventually this led to actual murder of the infants. Amelia was eventually caught, along with her daughter and son-in-law, Arthur Palmer.

Although Amelia Dyer was convicted of only one murder, it is suspected that she murdered many, many babies, possibly as many as 400. Amelia was sentenced to 
 death. To her death, Amelia insisted that her daughter and son-in-law played no part in nor had any knowledge of the murdering of the babies. Charges against them were later dropped. On June 10, 1896, at 9:00 a.m., Amelia Elizabeth Dyer was hanged at Newgate Prison.

There was some speculation that Amelia Dyer may have been Jack the Ripper
 and the murders of prostitutes were the result of botched abortions.
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Preface

In late April 2019, and only days after my fourth book in my series of books on Ted Bundy was published, a Facebook friend by the name of Michael Rinehart, contacted me with a most curious question: had I thought about writing an encyclopedia on the Ted Bundy murder case, and I told him no. Indeed, the thought of it was so currently out of the realm of reality for me, that there just wasn’t any way I’d consider it. But I did thank him for the suggestion, and we both agreed that it was right to set the idea aside for the time being. Truth be told, Michael had considered doing it himself. But he’s so busy with current projects – with others in the pipeline waiting for him –, that it was only natural he’d think of me. A great idea, we both agreed, and we let it drop right there.

However, over the next several days, every time our conversation crossed my mind, I had this unmistakable good feeling about the project, and so after about three days, I decided to contact my publisher and run the idea by them. And immediately, they loved the idea. Well, that response, coupled with my “good feelings” has allowed me to take the step that’s led me to write the Encyclopedia of the Ted Bundy Murders. It is, without question, the go-to guide into all things Ted Bundy, the innocent victims who fell by his hands, and the hundreds of people and dozens of locations that became intertwined, and sometimes synonymous with, the life and times of Ted Bundy. For those desiring to know the thousands of interconnected facts of the case, and what has transpired with all those involved over the years, this is the book for you.

Africano, Julius Victor

Victor Africano (1938-2002) was the lead defense attorney for Ted Bundy in the Kimberly Diane Leach trial. Although Africano would mount a splendid defense to save his client, the scales of justice would go against Ted Bundy, and it would be for this murder that Bundy would be executed on January 24, 1989. Africano is buried in Live Oak Cemetery in Suwannee County, Florida, not too far from where the body of 12-year-old Kimberly Leach, Bundy’s last victim, was discovered.

Aime, James “Jim” Junior

Jim Aime (1928-1987), father of Bundy victim, Laura Ann Aime, and the one who identified her body. Speaking to a friend, while he was driving past the location where Laura’s body was found, Jim Aime said, “My little baby was up there all by herself and there was nothing I could do to help her.” Incidentally, that friend was Jim Massie, a probation and parole officer from Louisville, Kentucky, who was also a friend of Detective Jerry Thompson, and was the link to how I met retired Detective Thompson. You’ll also find that above quote in Ron Holmes’ book, Serial Murder
 , as Massie and Holmes worked together on some projects pertaining to Ted Bundy and serial murder.

Aime, Laura Ann

On Halloween night of 1974, Laura Ann Aime (1957-1974) left on foot a party in the city of Orem, Utah, and after stopping to purchase cigarettes, started hitchhiking on what police believed was one of “the darker portions of Highway 89.” It would be in this area that Ted Bundy would stop his VW and give young Laura a ride. Here the information goes dark, and her body wasn’t discovered until Thanksgiving Day, November 27, 1974. Bundy, who had a habit of occasionally leaving bodies close to roads where they might be easily found, did so with Aime. Around 9:00 a.m. on that cool sunny Thanksgiving morning, two Brigham Young University students parked their car in the lot of the Timpanogos Visitor Welcome Center and headed out on a hiking trail. After going about 500 yards, they spotted the naked body of a female lying just off the roadway. The startled couple ran back to their car and drove straight to the Ranger station to report what they’d seen. The body was that of Laura Aime.

Aime, Shirly Tolton

Shirly Aime (1934-2011) was the mother of Laura Ann Aime.

Alameda Junior High School

Alameda Junior High School, located at 845 McKinley Avenue in Pocatello, Idaho, was, on May 6, 1975, the scene of an abduction carried out by Ted Bundy. Bundy had come to the city the day before to hunt college coeds at the nearby university, but was unsuccessful. The next morning, Bundy left the Holiday Inn, located some two miles away, and began trolling for a victim. Within a short time, he pulled up to the school just as 12-year-old Lynette Culver came out the front doors of the school, and Bundy waved her over to his car. Because it was lunch time, many students were also standing around the front of the school, or heading to a nearby park, but no one noticed Culver enter Bundy’s VW. The two returned to his room at the Holiday Inn where Bundy would drown the young girl in the bathtub before having sexual intercourse with her dead body.

Anderson, C.L.

C.L. Anderson, better known as Andy Anderson, was a firefighter living in Lake City, Florida. On the morning of February 9, 1978, as he was heading home from his overnight shift, he noticed a white van that was stopped (angled) and blocking traffic in the road that runs directly in front of Lake City Junior High. Assessing the situation, he noticed a man (Bundy) who appeared to be angrily leading a young girl to the passenger side of the van. His first thought was, “daddy’s going to take the little girl home and give her a spanking.” That little girl was Kimberly Diane Leach, 12, and would be Ted Bundy’s final victim.

Anderson, Chief Dean O.

Chief Dean O. Anderson, of the Bountiful Police Department, headed up the investigation into the disappearance and presumed abduction of Debra Kent from Bountiful, Utah on November 8, 1974, after she left the play at Viewmont High School to pick up her brother from a nearby roller rink. Bundy nabbed her as she was attempting to reach her parents’ car, and she may have done so. But Bundy was able to attack her before she got inside the car. A number of homes and apartments across the street and to the side of the school, would hear a scream around this same time, which of course, was Debra Kent.

Anderson, Larry

Larry Anderson came into contact with Ted Bundy after Bundy sought out fellowship with the Mormon Church in Salt Lake City, Utah. Larry and three other men lived in a house at 629 Eleventh Avenue in the city, and Larry, along with housemate, John Homer, were stake missionaries with the Mormon Church, and it was their job to mentor Bundy and teach him the ways of the church. Larry told me when we first talked, that he had been approached by a national magazine just after Bundy’s execution on January 24, 1989 to tell his story, but he turned them down.

Larry’s story is quite interesting, and while I can’t reproduce the entire story here, I would be remiss if I didn’t share some of it for this in-depth encyclopedia. What follows is from The Trail of Ted Bundy: Digging Up the Untold Stories
 and pertains to what was happening just after Bundy’s arrest in October 1975 for the kidnapping of Carol DaRonch. Like everyone else who knew Bundy, they didn’t believe the allegations against him were true, and this was the exact and normal reaction from Bundy’s friends back in Washington State when they heard the disturbing news. Even so, the wheels of reason began to turn in everyone’s mind, and at that point, it would begin to explain certain things that Bundy had previously said to them, or demonstrated in his actions. Here are two such cases from the book:

But there were things that arose that Anderson would look back on after Bundy’s arrest, and they were very telling. For example, after the attempted abduction of Carol DaRonch, a composite drawing of the attacker had been published in the local papers. One night while Bundy was at the house, located at 629 Eleventh Ave., Salt Lake City, Utah, the composite drawing was being passed around, and Bundy joined in the conversation. According to Anderson, as they were discussing how a person could pull off something like this, Bundy laughed and said, “I can tell you exactly how a person could do it,” and then launched into how he’d worked with the governor of Washington, the time he spent on the Seattle Crime Commission, and how he learned about the various police jurisdictions, and how they don’t always cooperate with each other. And then he uttered something that would become chillingly clear later on: “You could kidnap (a victim) from one location, kill in another, put the clothes (of the victim) in a different jurisdiction, the body in another, and none of it would be connected.”

And again, when the need to kill had overwhelmed Bundy, causing him to cancel a trip that he had initiated:

Other incidents would stand out as well. Larry Anderson remembers when he and Ted planned a trip to Vail, Colorado, for some skiing in the winter months in early 1975. When the day arrived, Anderson was waiting for Bundy outside, packed with all his equipment and ready to go. But when Bundy showed up, he backed out of his commitment, saying, “Can I go by myself?” before quickly adding, “I need some time alone.” Anderson remarked “I was waiting for him on the curb … He just drove up and canceled.” Anderson noted that he would later learn the time of Bundy’s “alone” trip coincided with one of the Colorado murders.

Aspen, Colorado

Aspen, Colorado played a pivotal role in the Ted Bundy Murders. On January 12, 1975, Bundy abducted young Caryn Campbell from the Wildwood Inn in Snowmass Village. Using crutches and carrying ski boots, Bundy had his eye on another woman when Caryn Campbell offered Bundy assistance. After helping Bundy to his car that was parked in the large side parking lot, Bundy struck her with the ski boots and threw her into his VW. Her frozen and partially eaten body would be located weeks later just a few feet off Owl Creek Road and some 2.8 miles from the Wildwood Inn. Aspen would also take center stage during Bundy’s first escape in the state when he jumped out of the second story window from the Aspen Courthouse. Bundy was recaptured less than a week later.

Augerson, Officer Terrance

Officer Terrance Augerson of the Seattle Police Department, was one of the officers who was assigned to follow Ted Bundy during Bundy’s two months back in the Seattle. Bundy arrived in Seattle in November 1975, but police did not locate him until December 1st. Bundy would leave Seattle for Salt Lake City, Utah in early February 1976 to stand trial for the kidnapping of Carol DaRonch. Officer Augerson is one of a number of officers who appear in the often fast-paced reports pertaining to the surveillance of Bundy during this period. This is a small portion of one of his reports, dated December 5, 1975:

Our subject gave the w/ f a kiss then the w/ f gave our subject a big hug. The subject then walked around the north side of the residence with w/ f 9 while the w/ f 20’ s departed S/ W bound. The subject & the w/ f 9 then drove to the front of University Hospital and picked up w/ f 20’ s wearing beige clothing. Subject then drove S/ B on I-5 from Montlake to same exit. Subject pulled to curb and we lost him for approximately 3 minutes due to very heavy traffic. I located his veh. Parked & unoccupied at Occidental & Wash. Parked at a meter. At approx. 1810 subject returned to his veh. with same two females & drove around downtown. He pulled to curb several times and circled block. Subject then drove N/ B on I-5 to Worth gate and entered shopping mall. Subject accompanied by same two w/ f entered his veh…. then drove N/ B on I-5 to 145th exit. Subject drove to Big Boy Restaurant at 145 & Aurora & parked in rear.

Austin, Dr. Van O.

Dr. Van O. Austin was a Utah psychiatrist assigned to evaluate Ted Bundy for a pre-sentence investigation report after Bundy’s conviction for the kidnapping of Carol DaRonch. Austin would work closely with Dr. Al Carlisle, the psychologist who worked with Bundy; and

who Bundy liked and learned to trust. Both Austin and Carlisle understood that Bundy was trying very hard to keep his true nature hidden from them and said so in their reports.

Aynesworth, Hugh Grant

Hugh Aynesworth is an American journalist, and co-author along with Stephen Michaud, of The Only Living Witness: The True Story of Serial Sex Killer Ted Bundy
 and Ted Bundy: Conversations with a Killer
 . Aynesworth, whose career spans over five decades, was on hand for many of the important events in Dallas, Texas during the assassination of President John F. Kennedy, on November 22, 1963.

Bailess, Professor Tim

Professor Tim Bailess was one of Ted Bundy’s professors at the University of Utah School of Law.

Baird, Nancy

Nancy Baird, 23, is a suspected Ted Bundy victim. On July 4, 1975, Nancy was working at a Fina gas station some 25 miles north of Salt Lake City, in Davis County. Business that day had apparently been brisk, but around 5:30 p.m., Nancy Baird suddenly disappeared. Her employer would tell authorities that her car was still there, locked, and in the same space where she’d parked it that morning. Her purse, along with the money from her recently cashed check, was found undisturbed behind the counter. The body of Nancy Baird has never been located. And while this murder cannot be officially linked to Ted Bundy, in this writer’s opinion, he’s likely her killer.

Baldridge, Detective William

Detective William Baldridge, with the Pitkin County Sheriff’s Office, was the first individual to contact Detective Michael Fisher of the District Attorney’s Office, which brought Fisher front and center into the investigation of the disappearance of Caryn Campbell from the Wildwood Inn in Snowmass, Colorado. On March 11, 1976, both Fisher and Baldridge would interview Ted Bundy concerning Campbell’s abduction and murder.

Ball, Brenda Carol

Brenda Carol Ball, 22 and a Ted Bundy victim, disappeared from the Flame Tavern in the early morning hours of June 1, 1974. The Flame Tavern was located in Burien, which is south of Seattle, and it’s a place that Brenda Ball felt comfortable and was a regular. There are two stories circulating concerning how she was captured by Ted Bundy. The most credible is that she asked a male friend at the tavern if he could give her a ride home, but he told Brenda he wasn’t going in that direction. After this, she departed the Flame and started hitchhiking, and it was Bundy who gave her a ride. The other scenario has her leaving with a man and ostensibly getting her ride home. On March 1, 1975, the cranium, minus the lower mandible, of Brenda Ball was discovered on Taylor Mountain in Washington State. The rest of her remains have never been recovered.

Bardole, Francine

Francine Bardole and her son, Larry, had numerous interactions with Ted Bundy while he was living in Utah. The connection came through one of Bundy local girlfriend’s, Leslie Knutson, and her son, Josh, who was friends with Francine’s son. Knutson’s relationship with Bundy lasted a number of months during the spring and summer of 1975, but it would ultimately fail as Knutson saw aspects of Bundy that she didn’t like which caused her to end the relationship. Francine also saw troubling signs, and in fact, some of the oddities they witnessed would make perfect sense after Bundy was revealed as a multi-state killer of women. Francine Bardole’s story can be found in my book, Ted Bundy’s Murderous Mysteries: The Many Victims of America’s Most Infamous Serial Killer
 .

Barnard, Kent

April 17, 1974, was Kent Barnard’s birthday, and he had made plans to drive over the Cascade Mountains to Central Washington State College in Ellensburg, Washington, to visit his girlfriend. Kent had no idea what he’d be seeing that day, and how this particular day would forever stand out in his mind. Barnard said he first spotted the man with “his left arm in a dark blue sling” around 2:00 p.m. as he and his girlfriend passed by the library. The man was standing toward the front of the building and next to a bicycle rack. Barnard would spot him once more around 9:30 p.m. in front of Barge Hall, where Deanna, his girlfriend was having a class. Bundy had spent all day hunting the campus but without success. That would change around 10:00 p.m. when he tricked Susan Rancourt to follow him to his car that was parked in an isolated area of the campus. Kent Barnard would see Bundy again that night, but he wouldn’t realize it for several years. As he drove back home that night, he spotted a “set of small round taillights about 200 yards up a logging road on the north side of I-90.” Unbeknownst to Barnard, he had just seen the car that held the dying or dead body of Susan Rancourt. The full story of Kent Barnard can be found in my book, The Trail of Ted Bundy: Digging Up the Untold Stories
 .

Bartholomew, Carol

In March 1975, Carol Hall (soon to be Bartholomew), was attending a birthday party in Salt Lake City, Utah where Ted Bundy was also present. As she stood in the kitchen doing dishes, Bundy walked up to her and offered to help. Because Carol’s camera was lying nearby, she asked Wynn Bartholomew to take their picture. Bundy, playfully pointing the rinsing gun at her, smiled for the camera. This photograph has been seen by millions, and Carol’s full story can be found in The Trail of Ted Bundy: Digging Up the Untold Stories
 .

Bartholomew, Wynn

Wynn Bartholomew (1947-2013), like Bundy, was a law school student, but was two years ahead of him. Nevertheless, they knew each other, and Bartholomew remembered seeing Bundy “in the winter of 1975, looking haggard, with bags under his eyes and crimson red scratches branded across his cheeks and neck.” Bartholomew joked with Bundy, asking him if he’d had a rough date, and Bundy quickly blamed it on a tree branch. Bartholomew did not believe Bundy’s explanation. He would go on to marry Carol Hall, who shares a famous photo with Ted Bundy, where it appears Bundy is helping her do the dishes. The photo came about when Carol asked Wynn to grab her camera and take a picture of them. Wynn did as he was asked, and in the near future, Wynn and Carol began to date, and they would go on to have six sons, and nine grandchildren.

Battema, Nancy

Nancy Battema would spend the afternoon of July 14, 1974 at Lake Sammamish State Park, with her boyfriend, Bob Sargent, Kenneth Little, and Little’s girlfriend, Denise Naslund. At approximately 4:20 that afternoon, as Denise was coming out of the women’s restroom, she encountered Ted Bundy who was looking to abduct his second victim from that lake that day. Using an unknown ruse, Denise followed Bundy to his VW parked nearby, and most likely left the park with a promise from Bundy that they’d return shortly. The partial remains of Denise Naslund would later be discovered at what is known as Ted Bundy’s Issaquah Dump Site.

Beal, Detective Ira

Detective Ira Beal was the lead investigator with the Bountiful Police Department for the disappearance of Debra Kent, who was abducted by Ted Bundy on the evening of November 8, 1974. Debra brought her parents to Viewmont High School to see the school’s production of The Redhead
 . She left before the play was out so she could pick up her brother from a nearby roller rink. Bundy abducted her before she reached her car. Beal would work closely with Detective Jerry Thompson of the Salt Lake County Sheriff’s Office, after Bundy became their prime suspect in the kidnapping of Carol DaRonch. DaRonch was attacked earlier the same night but escaped from Bundy after Bundy slapped both handcuffs on the same wrist. And this escape meant Debra Kent would die.

Beer, John

John Beer was a teacher at Wilson High School in Tacoma, Washington when Bundy was a student there, and he remembered him well. In a July 3, 1986 interview with the Tacoma News Tribune
 , Beer, who was one of Bundy’s teachers, said he remembered Bundy and spoke of his time there when he said, “he was a better-than-average student, but not a standout.” He would also comment to the reporter the feelings he and others shared at Wilson High concerning their former student: “There hasn’t been a swell of Ted Bundy sympathy that I know of…. This thing has gone on far too long. If he’s not executed, we should look again to the American Jurisprudence system.”

Black, Carla Jean

After the attack on Florida State University’s Chi Omega Sorority in the early morning hours of January 15, 1978, Carla Jean Black came forward to tell the police of the odd man (Bundy) whom she saw at the disco, Sherrod’s, around 12:30 a.m. and only hours before the murders. According to Black’s Tallahassee Police Report, his “dress and age along with his appearance, i.e. greasy looking appearance, made him stand out to her. Moreover, this subject kept staring at her and she was afraid he was going to ask her to dance.... Ms. Black states that he kept staring at her, along with many other persons, and that his mannerisms seemed to be more a ‘rude type of looking’ ‘that he appeared to be smirking’ or ‘that he felt superior’ or a ‘I know something that you don’t know attitude.’”

Blackburn, Donald Edwin

Donald Edwin Blackburn (1922-2010) was the father of Janice Ann Ott.

Blackburn, Ferol Lorraine

Ferol Lorraine Blackburn (1921-2018) was the mother of Janice Ann Ott.

Blakey, Milton K.

Milton K. Blakey was the Deputy District Attorney located in Colorado Springs, Colorado. However, because he was going to be prosecuting Ted Bundy, he was transferred to Aspen, Colorado to work closely with Detective Michael Fisher who had been busy building a case against the killer. Blakey was also responsible for having Detective Fisher investigate the homicides in Utah that Bundy was suspected of committing, and if they found similarities between the murders in Utah with those of Colorado, the prosecution believed they could build a better case against Bundy for a jury trial. The court, however, would ultimately disallow the prosecution’s request to enter similar transactions into the proceedings.
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Chapter 1: CAROL DENISE SPINKS

The body of a 14-year-old Southeast girl was found yesterday 500 yards south of the Suitland Parkway, near US Route 295, police said. Police said the victim, identified as Carol Denise Spinks, 1058 Wahler Pl. EW was discovered about 2:46 p.m. by an 11-year-old boy.

The girl was pronounced dead at 3:15 p.m. in the DC morgue. Police said the cause of death has not been determined.


—The Washington Post
 , May 2, 1971

Our nation’s capital has always been an anomaly of cities in the United States. Every other city in the nation resides within a state. Washington DC has been carved out of Virginia and Maryland, an urban island of sorts that was at one time a worthless swampland. It sits astride the border of northern and southern states, struggling with where it best belongs.

In the 1970s, the biggest employer in the District was the federal government. It was what drew a lot of families to the city, in an era where government employment was seen as an honored occupation. The District of Colombia residents still do not have elected senators representing them, and their vote has only been included in the Electoral College since 1961. The founding fathers feared that making it a state would be disruptive to government, and DC has wallowed in that decision ever since. Even their current license plates defiantly reads, “Taxation Without Representation.”

DC is managed by a mix of local officials with overbearing influence by the federal government. It is a complex city, not just because of its strange street layout (courtesy of the Freemasons) but even how peace is maintained. There are twelve different police forces currently in the city - ranging from the Park Police to the Washington National Cathedral Police to the Secret Service and the Washington DC Metropolitan Police Department (MPD). In 1971 the number was even higher, closer to twenty. To an outsider, it seems strange but to those who live in the city, these are indicative of the strange status that the city shares as the nation’s capital.

By the late 1960s the city was becoming more divided among the lines of prosperity and race. Two-thirds of the city’s population was black while at the same time 80 percent of the police force was white. The poorer neighborhoods in the southern parts of the city were populated almost entirely by black families. DC public schools had 92 percent black students; only one out of every three freshmen students in the DC public school system was expected to graduate high school. The divides in the city were deep and self-sustaining. In many respects it was a nuclear reactor, kept in a delicate balance to prevent it from going critical.

The control rods in that nuclear reactor were pulled on April 4, 1968, when Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated. The black community, long frustrated by the inequalities in the city, turned to violence and vandalism to vent their anger. It started at U Street and 14th Street – the area known as the Black Broadway, spilling down the U Street Corridor. Fires were set and when first responders tried to intervene, they were attacked. Riots sprung up in Logan Circle, Chinatown, and spread to the Capitol Hill neighborhood. The rioting continued for four days, and eventually 13,000 troops from Fort Myer and Fort Meade moved into the city to restore a sense of calm…the most military in the city since the Civil War. The damage from the riots was staggering - at least $175 million in today’s dollars. Close to a thousand businesses were damaged, including half of the city’s 383 liquor stores. Almost 700 homes and apartments were burned. Police arrested 7,600 adults and juveniles on riot-related charges; thirteen people were killed in the skirmishes between police and rioters. In the end, the underlying problems that had led to the riots had not been resolved by 1971. The burned-out neighborhoods were like ugly scars on the city, charred reminders of the frustration felt by the majority of the population.

The day before the family of Carol Spinks lives changed forever, 500,000 protestors marched down Pennsylvania Avenue in the largest anti-war demonstration. April 24, 1971, was the start of a two weeklong demonstration opposing the Vietnam War that eventually shut down the US government. The protestors called themselves the “Mayday Tribe” with a mission to stop the government if the government wouldn’t stop the War. Participants’ goal was to nonviolently block traffic and bridges so that government officials wouldn’t be able to get into office. The Nixon Administration had most of the protestors blocking traffic arrested before they even got into position using not only police force, but military force as well. It proved to be the largest of the anti-Vietnam war protests to ever hit the city.

The next day, on an unusually warm Sunday evening, Carol Denise Spinks ran into her mother just outside of the 7-Eleven about a half mile from their apartment building. Allenteen Spinks spotted her 13-year-old daughter before she entered the store. She reprimanded her for being out of the house and to return home immediately. It would be the last time Carol would be seen by her mother.

Carol was a typical seventh grader at Johnson Junior High School. She had seven siblings, including an identical twin sister named Carolyn. She was known as the shy and more insecure twin, as Carolyn was much more outgoing, but loved to show off her hula hooping skills. Her passion was jumping double-dutch jump rope, and she loved playing jacks with her siblings. She shared an apartment off Wahler Place with her siblings and her mother, Allenteen. Her older sister, 24-year-old Valerie, lived in the same apartment building and just across the hall from the rest of the family.

Wahler Place is located within the Congress Heights neighborhood of DC, nestled in the hills off the coast of the Anacostia River. After 1954 integration of schools, the number of white families living within Congress Heights rapidly declined. Congress Heights was previously closed to African American families due to segregation.

On April 25, 1971, Valerie asked Carol to go to the 7-Eleven store just seven blocks away to purchase five TV dinners, bread, and soda. Allenteen had strict rules for her children when she wasn’t at home; they were not allowed to leave the apartment while she was visiting her aunt in Brentwood, Maryland. Carol decided to take the risk of getting in trouble and took a five-dollar bill to the store.

Carol walked the seven blocks down Wheeler Road, which happened to cross over into the Maryland state line. After running into her mother at the store, Carol was presumed to be heading home. Three hours ticked by without Carol returning to the apartment. The family began to worry and started to call neighbors and friends to ask if anyone had seen Carol. A phone call was made to the 7-Eleven, and the assistant manager said Carol had purchased the TV dinners and left the store at 7:40 p.m. Allenteen reported Carol missing to the Metropolitan Police Station’s Seventh District.

In 1971, law enforcement treated missing children’s cases differently than today. The police didn’t take immediate action. There were no Amber Alerts, no contacting the news media to show pictures. Unless the child was missing for more than twenty-four hours, the police simply noted the call in a log. Chances are, sooner or later, the missing kid would simply return home.

A few witnesses had reported seeing Carol after leaving the store. A fourteen-year-old witness, on the way to the 7-Eleven with her own mother and sister, recalled passing Spinks on the sidewalk carrying a grocery bag. Another witness, Sicilia Diggs, reported seeing two black men jump from a blue car and snatch Carol off Wheeler Road. Diggs claimed that Carol was walking with her friend, Deborah Harrison, at the time and that the other girl had run away when Carol was abducted. Days later, after Carol’s body had been found, Deborah Harrison was located and interviewed by police; she admitted to walking with Carol on the night she disappeared but denied watching her get abducted. Deborah also reported that she started receiving several threatening phone calls beginning the day after Carol disappeared indicating that she could be next.

Six agonizing days passed after Carol disappeared before a major break in her missing person’s case. On Saturday, May 1, 1971, at 2:46 p.m. an 11-year-old boy wandered away from his friends while playing near the Suitland Parkway in Southeast D.C. Fifteen feet down a grassy embankment on the north bound lanes of Route 295, about 200 yards south of the Suitland Parkway near the Naval Research Lab lay the body of Carol Spinks. According to the FBI report, “The recovery site was along the northbound lanes of the highway was in the rear of the St. Elizabeths Hospital complex. The boy and his friends stopped a traffic officer passing by on Interstate 295 to report the body.”

Detective Romaine Jenkins was working in the homicide unit at DC Police Headquarters when a call came in that a body had been found on busy Interstate 295. Detectives John Moriarty and Roy Lamb were dispatched to the scene. Jenkins’ supervisor assigned the 28-year-old detective along with two others to interview Spinks’ neighbors and relatives. Just as Jenkins was about to head out, the district commander sent her to patrol the streets to help with Vietnam War protestors instead. The young dead girl was not the most pressing thing that the Washington MPD was coping with at the time.

The first officers on the scene were Captain Ellis and Lieutenant Like in Cruiser 219, joined a few minutes later by sergeants Ropel and Mussomele. Once they confirmed that they did, indeed, have a dead body alongside the highway, they called in Detective Sergeant Moriarty of the Homicide Squad along with Mr. Rayford of the Coroner’s Office. Checks were made for missing children reports, and Carol Spinks was at the top of the Washington MPD’s list.

Investigators at the scene where her body was found discovered that Carol was clothed in the same clothes in which she had disappeared six days earlier: a red sweater, blue gym shorts, and brown socks. Her size 8 and half blue tennis shoes were missing. Per the FBI report, “When found, the decedent was laying in a face down position, however the body was turned over by an on-looker prior to photographing by the police.” As such, the crime scene had already been contaminated.

Her body was taken to the District of Colombia Coroner’s Office for an autopsy. According to the medical examiner, she had signs of sexual molestation and abrasions to her hands and face. She had crescent-shaped marks on the left side of her neck, suggesting a ligature may have been used or perhaps these were fingernail impressions from her killer. Her nose was bloodied, and her lower lip was split open. She had been repeatedly sodomized.

The medical examiner estimated her death occurred two to three days prior to the discovery of her body, meaning she had been kept alive for three days before she was killed. The contents of her stomach included some type of citrus fruit, leading to the belief that she had been fed by her killer in the few days she had been kept alive. She had not been simply kidnapped and killed; she had been held prisoner. It should have been a clue, a hint, of the monster that the authorities were going to be up against.

Her official cause of death was asphyxia due to manual strangulation. Forensic examination showed Negroid hairs, unlike her own, on her shorts, sweater, underwear, and hair barrette. Synthetic green fibers were found on her shorts and inside her underwear. Blood was found under her fingernails, but the amount was too small for any conclusive blood-type testing or grouping. It told investigators that she had fought with her attacker. No semen was found anywhere on her body or clothing.

Police began an investigation into the abduction and murder of the petite girl. “Carol would never get into a car with strangers,” stated Gloria Dent, a school counselor who worked with Carol.

To this day, Carol’s twin sister remembers the day three detectives knocked on the door to inform the family of her death. Allenteen let out a bloodcurdling scream when she learned of her young daughter’s fate. The Spinks family’s agony was just the start, the beginning. No one knew that her death was the first link in a chain of victims that would terrorize and paralyze the nation’s capital.

Chapter 2: DARLENIA DENISE JOHNSON

“She was found 11 days later - her face and body so badly decomposed that the medical examiner had to cut off her fingers to identify her. (Back then, there was no DNA testing, so authorities used fingerprints.) How she had died couldn’t be determined. “Maybe,” says [Detective Romaine] Jenkins, ‘if they had located the body sooner, we could have had a cause of death.’”

—The Washington Post
 , May 2018

The next ten long weeks dragged by for the Spinks’ family. Family members, friends, and Congress Heights neighbors answered every question from police, hoping to provide that small piece of information that would help solve Carol’s case. The leads dwindled and tips were few and far between. If investigators thought that they were dealing with just a single young girl’s brutal assault and death, that changed on Thursday, July 8, 1971, when another young girl disappeared into the darkness of Washington DC.

Darlenia Denise Johnson left her apartment on 3922 Wheeler Road SE in the Anacostia area between 10:30 and 10:45 a.m. for her job at the Oxon Hill Recreation Center, located in the Green School at Mississippi and Wheeler Road SE. She informed her family that she wouldn’t be returning home that night; the Rec Center was holding an overnight trip for a group of children, and she had planned on helping out. Her coworkers never saw Darlenia arrive to work that day.

When her mother, Helen McNeal, hadn’t heard from her daughter the next day, she filed a missing person’s report with the Metro Police Department’s Seventh District. As with Carol Spinks, there was no mobilization to look for Darlenia. There was no search for evidence or witnesses. All that the officer’s confirmed was that she had not shown up for work. Her friends gave two variations of her plans – one that she was going on the overnight trip; the other was that she had planned to see her boyfriend instead.

Four days after she was last seen, on Monday July 12, a DC Department of Highways and Traffic employee had car trouble and pulled off on the side of I-295. When he got out of his vehicle, he noticed a body of a fully clothed, black female lying in the grassy area off the busy highway near the Suitland Parkway at 5:45 p.m. He immediately called police to report the body; it was the second phone call dispatchers had received that day regarding the same body. Officers had been sent to the scene earlier that day and reported back a “10-8”, meaning they hadn’t located anything and had moved onto other calls. “The officers didn’t get out and look for the remains; they just drove by,” stated homicide detective Romaine Jenkins.

As the days slowly passed, Darlenia’s family knew there wouldn’t be good news. “I prayed and I dreamed I saw her. I told my friends something had happened because the Lord has showed it to me,” her mother told The Washington Post
 .

A full week after the phone calls came into the Washington MPD regarding the body on the side of the roadway, one of the callers drove by the area and saw that the body was still lying in the sweltering heat. The man became angry at the inaction by the department, so he informed his boss who drove by the area and called his friend, Charles Baden. Baden was a DC Police sergeant at the time who happened to be off duty that Monday. “He told me exactly where it was on the freeway opposite I-295, just north of Bolling Air Force Base,” Baden recalls, “I asked him if he had called the police, and he said, ‘Yeah, but nobody came.’” Baden rode to the site on his motorcycle and drove along the shoulder until he spotted the remains of Darlenia Johnson.

On July 19, a total of eleven days after Darlenia went missing, eerily, the location of this body was within fifteen feet of where Spink’s body was found just ten weeks before, at the rear of St. Elizabeths Hospital. The five foot, two inches, 110-pound young woman had lain exposed in the brutally hot July sun for days and was unrecognizable because of decomposition. By the time officers found her, identification was nearly impossible.

Her body almost appeared mummified, having been exposed or such a prolonged period. She was wearing blue shorts, a green sweater over a blue blouse, and a red/white/blue horizontal striped mini skirt. Oddly, her brown loafer shoes were missing. Detective Richardson arrived on scene with the mobile crime lab. The remains were taken to the medical examiner’s office to be identified, but an autopsy would be inconclusive because of decomposition. The Medical Examiner had to cut off fingers for fingerprints to help identify the body. The official cause of death would be inconclusive as well as any evidence of rape or sexual molestation. Her mother was able to identify her 16-year-old’s body by her clothing.

Very little evidence was able to be taken from her body. Negroid head hairs were found on her shorts, sweater, underwear, and barrettes in her hair. Blood was found under her fingernails and on her barrettes, but the amount was too small to be tested. No one knows what kind of trace evidence may have been lost simply because police officers had not found the body earlier. Even her date of death could not be determined.

About seventy-five residents of Congress Heights held a street corner press conference to draw attention to, “Poor police protection and failure to apprehend the murderers.” Just three hours before the press conference was held, a 17-year-old girl was raped at knifepoint just two blocks away.

The protest was called together by Calvin Rolark, the editor of the weekly Washington Informer
 and president of the Washington-Highland Civic Association. Rolark led the meeting, accusing police and the news media of failing to give equal attention to crimes in Southeast DC. “If it was a blue-eyed, white girl from Silver Spring, her picture would have been all over page one. We are demanding from the police the same kind of services you get in Georgetown. Now it takes three or four and sometimes six hours before police respond. If they won’t protect us, we’ll have to protect ourselves by forming vigilantes,” Rolark stated to the crowd. The group encouraged men to arm themselves with rocks and to run out any suspicious persons seen in the area. Darlenia’s mother spoke at the event, “I think somebody picked her up, took her away and then killed her—I thought this was a nice neighborhood. We want protection out here. We’re a bunch of forgotten people.” The fear of the residents was palatable.

Lt Charles Light, of the Sixth District Police Department, stated that police patrols had not been increased in the Congress Heights area. He stated that the general crime rate in the area was “about average” and as far as he was aware, there was no known evidence linking Spink’s and Johnson’s deaths.

The police investigation seemed to focus on Alfred Holmes. While she had not gone to work as planned the morning she was last seen, it was believed that she had instead spent the day with Holmes at his home on the 300 block of F Street NE. According to FBI documents, if this was true, she would have been with her boyfriend from 2 p.m. on July 8 until 3 a.m. the next morning. Holmes was interviewed repeatedly by police and even given a sodium pentothal test after several witnesses claimed to have seen him with Darlenia on July 9. Holmes preached his innocence, claiming the last time he saw Darlenia was on July 4.

Bizarrely, Darlenia’s mother reported to police that she had received several odd phone calls during the time her daughter was missing. Crank calls were not uncommon in an era before Caller ID. But who would crank call someone whose daughter was missing?

On July 21, about 125 Congress Heights residents held a street meeting in the 1000 block of Wahler Place regarding the deaths of both Darlenia and Carol. The meeting was called together by CHASE, an antipoverty agency in Congress Heights, that had helped organize search parties for Carol. “The police are committing crimes by not taking care of our children,” said Congress Heights resident Glendora Thomas. Helen McNeil, Darlenia’s mother, spoke at the event: “Somebody fooled her and killed her, or maybe she resisted what they wanted to do and killed her. I thought I lived in a nice neighborhood. I didn’t think nothing could come about. I’ve been sitting up all night ‘til before day in the morning. I’m so tired I feel like an old shoe.” While the police had not yet started to connect the deaths of Darlenia and Carol, their families were drawn together by their common anguish. Carol’s mother, Allenteen, came out of her home to address the crowd but broke down and had to walk away. “All parents should get together because we are sick and tired of the deaths of our children,” Dorothy Wheeler said to the crowd.

Chapter 3: BRENDA CROCKETT

“Brenda Fay Crockett, considered by friends, neighbors and teachers to be a polite, friendly 10-year-old girl, spent Tuesday playing games, sewing and splashing in water from a fire hydrant. In the evening, after seeing a movie sponsored by a community program, Brenda was sent to the store for dog food and writing paper. She never returned home.”

—The Evening Star
 , July 29, 1971

Ten-year-old Brenda Fay Crockett lived in Northwest DC and was enjoying a summer off from Harrison Elementary School in July of 1971. Brenda was a bright fifth-grade student and an active member of the school’s safety patrol. She had lots of friends and loved attending church. Her mother reported she was well aware of the dangers of getting in vehicles with strangers. As such she seemed to be an unlikely potential victim to the killer operating in the District.

Nine days after Darlenia Johnson’s body was found, Brenda disappeared into what would become a hellish night for her family. “My little girl went to the store and never came home,” her mother, Reutha Crockett, told The Washington Post
 .

Those in the city at the time remember that July 27, 1971, was a hot and humid day in the District, with temperatures soaring to the low 90s. Kids played outside to simply stay cool in an era where many homes didn’t have air conditioning. Just the day before, Apollo 15 launched, carrying with it, the lunar rover – man’s first all-terrain vehicle for use on another planetary body. After the moon landing of Apollo 11 and the averted catastrophe of Apollo 13, people were beginning to treat trips to the moon as routine. While on the evening news, they were no longer as captivating as they had been only two years earlier.

During the day on that fateful Tuesday, Reutha Crockett was chatting at work with her coworkers regarding the recent murders in the area. “We were trying to imagine how we would feel if something similar would happen to us and we were faced with the same situation. That same afternoon, it did happen to me.”

After work that evening, Reutha arrived home and her five children had gone outside to play. Brenda had spent the last evening of her life playing games outside, cutting a hot pants pattern to sew, and splashing in water from a fire hydrant. Reutha sat down to do her own homework from the evening school she was attending. She called Brenda inside and sent her to the Safeway at 14th and U streets NW around 8 p.m. Reutha needed typing paper and dog food for the family’s three dogs: Ringo, Rex, and Romeo. When her mother sent her to the store, just five blocks away, she had assumed at least one of Brenda’s siblings had gone with her. It was still daylight out, so her level of worry was low. After all, Brenda had been going to the store for years with family members. About thirty minutes had passed, and the twins came inside without Brenda. Reutha asked where Brenda was, and the children responded, “We don’t know.”

“Boy, I was upset. Because everything was running through my mind,” Reutha recalled to the Washington Star
 . She began to search for Brenda around 9 p.m. Earlier that evening, Brenda had mentioned to her mother that she was waiting for it to get dark outside, so she could watch a movie with her friends in the neighborhood sponsored by a community group. “When I asked her to go to the store, she didn’t refuse but said, ‘Okay, Ma, I’ll go.’ I told her to hurry back.” It wasn’t like her to simply wander off.

Brenda was conscientious and attentive. She was a graduate of her school’s, “Officer Friendly” program that instructed children to be aware of their surroundings and not talk to strangers. Her fourth-grade teacher, Allie Robinson, told The Evening Star
 , that although she was an average student, “she participated in extra-curricular activities to a remarkable degree. She was one of the most reliable school patrols we had.”

While searching the neighborhood for Brenda, her mother stopped to ask a passing police officer if she could report a missing girl. The officer informed her that it wasn’t “his beat” but would put her in touch with someone to help her. While she was out looking for Brenda in the neighborhood, she had no idea that Brenda was calling home.

The phone rang at the Crockett household around 9:40 p.m.; Brenda’s younger sister, 9-year-old Bertha, answered the phone. Bertha immediately recognized Brenda’s voice on the line. Brenda told her sister that a “white man” had picked her up near the Safeway and had taken her to Virginia. She also said she would return home by a taxicab. Bertha reported that her older sister was “crying a little bit” on the phone.

Just five minutes later, at 9:45 p.m., the phone rang again. This time, a family friend, Theodore Cadwell, answered the call. Cadwell heard Brenda whimpering on the other end as she told him she had been picked up by a white man, taken to his home in Virginia, and he was sending her home in a cab. Brenda asked if her mother had seen her. Cadwell asked Brenda to put the man she was with on the phone, but she said he was, “outside.” Cadwell reported hearing movement in the background, footfalls on a floor, and the call abruptly disconnected after Brenda said, “Well, I’ll see you.” Her voice was oddly calm given what she had relayed. Brenda’s mother arrived home, after searching for her daughter, and was informed of the mysterious phone calls. She called the police and filed a missing person’s report with the Third District Metropolitan Police. Reutha Crockett stayed up all night, just waiting, hoping, praying.

“It was the most horrible night of my life,” she would later tell the media.

The phone calls to the Crockett home were significant. While they could not be traced in the 1970s, the killer did reveal some important information. Brenda was in a house – such a call would not have been done on a payphone, and Mr. Cadwell heard footsteps in the background. The killer was concerned that Brenda’s mother had seen him with his daughter, possibly able to identify his car. That meant while Brenda’s mother was out looking for her, Brenda may have seen her mother, and it frightened her kidnapper.

Also, the call was disconnected. Not hung up. This indicates that the killer may have had a means to disconnect the phone, or simply unplugged it to end the call rather than hanging up.

The references to a “white man” and “Virginia” were clearly aimed at misleading the Crockett family, and subsequently the police. This was the first move in a game of chess between the investigators and the killer. Brenda’s abductor had already planned on killing her and knew the authorities would be looking for him.

It would be another nine agonizing hours after the last phone call to her family, before Brenda’s lifeless body was found. At around 5 a.m., a 24-year-old hitchhiker, Donald Ray Carter, of Alexandria, discovered a small body lying in the grassy shoulder of Route 50 (John Hanson Highway) and Kenilworth Ave in Prince George’s County, Maryland. The body was just five feet from the curb of the road, lying face-up. Carter flagged down a passing motorist, hitched a ride into DC and was able to call police to report the body. A Washington MPD patrol car was sent to the scene and Prince George’s County Police arrived at around 6:30 a.m.

The final fate of Brenda Crockett fell to Dr. John Kehoe, deputy Medical Examiner for Prince George’s County, who examined the body. He estimated that she had been deceased for at least five or six hours. The small four foot, eight inches, 75-pound girl was wearing a blue and white blouse, blue-flowered shorts, and some pink plastic curlers still in her hair. Her shoes were missing. A neighbor had reported seeing Brenda barefoot the evening she went missing, but her feet were noticeably clean when her body was recovered. Dr. Kehoe reported to The Evening Star
 that Brenda’s body was found with a piece of cord, a scarf, both knotted, around her neck. Interestingly, a piece of cord was not found but just a scarf itself, tightly wrapped and knotted, such were the errors common in the newspaper at that time. Dr. Kehoe could not confirm cause of death until the autopsy was completed.

Prince George’s County Homicide Detective Hilary Szukalowski was the first detective on the scene. He was a native of Hamtramck, Michigan, and had served in the US Navy before securing a job on the Prince George’s County Police Department and becoming a detective in their ten-man Homicide Squad.

Szukalowski remembers the night well. “No one wanted to work the third shift. Our job, when a homicide came in, was to do the preliminaries. We would hand it off to the next shift to do the investigation. I was on two-week rotations at the time.

“I was close to getting off shift when the call came in. A hitchhiker found Brenda’s body alongside the road. I got there and issued a Signal 81, Deceased Person Found.

“I remember everything vividly,” he recalls. He placed clear plastic bags over her tiny hands to preserve any evidence before placing her body into a black, body bag for the drive to Prince George’s Hospital’s Morgue. Szukalowski said it had appeared that her body had been thrown from a vehicle. “I shot the breeze with the DC Detectives for a few minutes. At that time, we didn’t use the name ‘Freeway Phantom’; that came after she was found. They told me they had other girls that had turned up like her.”

Szukalowski reflects back on finding Brenda’s body, “People talk about soldiers having PTSD. With me it is the kids that I found that still haunt me.”

Along with her shoes, several pink curlers were missing from her body. From a confidential police report on her death, “She had been vaginally raped, and there were ring-like contusions around her nipples, suggesting they had been bitten. There was a small contusion in the left temple region of her scalp.” A few small Negroid hairs were found on the palm of her right hand but were too small for any sort of comparison. Synthetic, black textile fibers were recovered from her scarf. Green synthetic fibers were also recovered from her blouse, shorts, and underwear. Blood mixed with semen was found in the crotch area of her underwear but could not conclusively grouped. While DNA evidence was something that was over a decade into the future, the Washington MPD had their first sample of it from Brenda’s killer.

Prince George’s County Police were able to quickly identify Brenda from the missing person’s report just hours before. Reutha called her estranged husband, Lewis Crockett, to tell him the horrific news. Lewis had last seen his daughter six days prior to her death, when she had handed him a picture of her in her Easter dress and made him promise not to lose it. “She was a sweet kid,” he said.

Brenda’s school reported her as being an, “Obedient, lovely student” who participated in extra-curricular activities. “She was one of the most reliable school patrols we had,” said one of her teachers. Three young boys each claimed to have been Brenda’s boyfriend and were choosing not to play games after her death out of respect for her.

The tight-knit neighborhood came together to comfort the Crockett’s. Women filed into the small, two-story, red-brick home to offer support to the family. A neighborhood who was typically full of frolicking children now only had a few playing ball on the block. “It’s a shame you can’t send your own child to the store and expect them to get home all right,” said Barbara Dorsey, a neighbor of the Crockett’s. Eva Artis, another neighbor in the close-knit neighborhood who often babysat for the Crockett children while Reutha worked, said, “We usually have a lot of games going on the street, but nobody’s been acting right today. I think everyone is disturbed,” she told The Washington Evening Star
 . Ms. Artis, who lived across the street from the family, told the same newspaper that Reutha, “Is a good mother; one that was concerned that her children grow up properly.”

The crime made no sense. The fact that Brenda had been sexually assaulted was disturbing. This was not a girl who appeared older than she was. She was a child. The game the killer played with the family, having Brenda call the house more than once, feeding them misleading information, attempting to find out if he and Brenda had been seen by her mother… was cold and calculating.

With the brutal assault and death of Brenda Crockett, the Washington MPD found itself facing a cold grim fact. It was entirely possible that the same person was responsible for killing Brenda, Carol, and Darlenia. The phrase, “serial killer,” didn’t exist in 1971, but the concept of a repeat-murderer was not new.
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Season TWO, Episode One

The East Area Rapist, Original Nightstalker, Golden State Killer committed perhaps more than 100 home break-ins and burglaries. He committed at least fifty rapes and a dozen or more murders in the state of California over a ten-year period. As this monster evolved, his crimes became more horrific. When we made the decision to make Season Two of the Criminology
 podcast about this case, we wanted to make sure that we gave the listeners a true understanding of the level of terror this perpetrator brought on the state of California. For well over forty years this monster would go uncaptured. In fact, when we started Season Two this was a case without an arrest. That would all change around Episode nine of Season Two of Criminology
 . That arrest shook the world, and we’ll cover that in detail later.

For this season of Criminology
 , we interviewed both current investigators on the case as well as the investigators who handled it back when it all began. We also interviewed victims and family members of victims to tell the stories of the survivors and to give a voice to the victims who died. In researching this case, it was mind boggling that despite the sadistic nature of the crimes and the sheer numbers, there were many people who had never heard of this serial killer. This includes many in California where the crimes occurred. Much of this is due in part to the confusion around the many different names given to this individual over the years.

The story begins in June of 1976 in the town of Rancho Cordova, California. Rancho Cordova is in Sacramento County in the northern part of the state. It was an unincorporated area of Sacramento County back in 1976, but it was a town during that time that was experiencing a lot of growth. There was a lot of new home construction, and residents were adding in-ground swimming pools which were really beco
 ming popular. Rancho Cordova was a blue-collar town in 1976 made up of many military families. Many of these individuals worked at nearby Mather Air Force Base or one of several other Air Force bases in the surrounding areas. Mid-June of 1976 was a busy time for the residents of Rancho Cordova. School was letting out for the summer, and the Fourth of July holiday was around the corner. This would be a big one – the bicentennial of America. People in this area as well as many areas across the country were excited for the two hundredth birthday of the United States. They were busy living their lives and enjoying the summer. But, normal life for this town would change on June 18 of that year. There was no way for residents to know it at the time, but Rancho Cordova and many towns all over Sacramento County were about to change. They would become the hunting grounds for a ruthless and cunning predator, one who would go on to terrorize the residents of these towns repeatedly.

On June 18, 1976, a 23-year-old woman was feeling uneasy. She had recently moved back in to her father’s home on the 2600 block of Paseo Drive in Rancho Cordova. She had been receiving odd phone calls for weeks. Her phone rang on multiple occasions, and when she answered it, she would hear nothing but silence. She tried to dismiss these calls as harmless pranks. Her father, a retired Air Force man, had been out of town for several weeks. All alone in an empty house, the calls weighed heavily on her mind. She had also noticed in the preceding weeks that a dark green car would drive by her on multiple occasions, and the driver always seemed to look away as he passed her. She didn’t know what to make of this, but it made her feel uneasy.

This was a nice section of town on a quiet street. The only problem in the area recently had been in the yard of a resident on Del Rey Court, a few houses away. Someone had repeatedly cut through the fence that surrounded his yard. Whoever it was had damaged the fence on more than one occasion. The resident assumed that it had been done by kids wanting to make a shortcut through his yard. Besides that, incident, this area of Rancho Cordova was a peaceful section. This was in stark contrast to busier sections of the city, which were more densely populated and had a higher crime rate.

The 23-year-old woman settled in for bed on the night of June 18. Everything seemed normal; it was quiet, and she fell asleep. She woke up startled around four a.m. from a deep sleep. Her bedroom light was on, and there was a man standing in her doorway wearing a mask. He was tapping a knife on the door frame. It took the woman a second or two for her eyes to adjust, so she could clearly see the figure standing in her doorway. When her eyes did adjust, she was shocked at what she saw.

We interviewed many people connected with this case for Season Two of Criminology
 . Paul Holes was a Contra Costa County cold case investigator who worked extensively on the East Area Rapist case. He was instrumental in the eventual arrest of the suspect Joseph J. DeAngelo, but we’ll get to that later. Paul had the following to say about this first attack, “He’s showing up for the first official attack, in Sacramento, in Rancho Cordova. That victim is in bed, and she sees the East Area Rapist in her doorway. He’s standing in her doorway, he has a t-shirt on as well as a ski mask. He’s carrying a knife, and he is nude from the waste down. And he’s standing there with an erection, but she sees his entire physique. And she describes him as having a very slim, athletic, well-proportioned build.”

A masked man with an erection and holding a knife is standing there. The woman was stricken with fear, and she pulled her blankets over her face. The masked man walked over to the bed and yanked the blankets off the woman. He pushed the tip of his knife against her head and began to speak, “If you make one move or sound, I’ll stick this knife into you. I want to fuck you, take it off.” His voice was a hoarse growl or whisper through clenched teeth. The woman was defenseless, and she complied with his demands. Terrified, she took off her nightgown. He tied her hands behind her back using bindings he had brought with him. Then, he sexually assaulted the woman.

After the assault was over, the man got up from the bed and asked her if she had any money. As soon as she began to answer him he snarled at her, once again through clenched teeth, “Shut up.” He rummaged through her room and then tied her feet with the cord from a blow dryer and a bra. He also gagged her. Before he left the room, he held the knife to her head once more, warning her that he would kill her if she tried anything. The attacker left her on the bed bound and unable to move. He told her, “You better have money in the house.” Then he left the bedroom. She could hear him rummaging through her drawers and walking around the house. She then thought she heard the whispering of two separate and distinct voices. She clearly heard one voice say in a whisper, “I told you to shut up.” She got the impression that he was alone and that he was the only one whispering.

When the young woman no longer heard any sounds coming from the house, she decided to try to free herself before he came back. She struggled to get herself free and was eventually able to untie the bindings on her legs. She crept quietly through the house with her hands still behind her back, hoping that the intruder was no longer in the house. Luckily, for her sake, he wasn’t. She saw that the back door was open and tried to kick it closed with her foot, but the deadbolt was extended. This prevented the door from closing. She made her way to the phone and managed to dial the operator. Once connected with the operator, she pleaded for the police to be sent to her house. The police responded quickly to the home on Paseo Drive.

Upon entering the home, they found the victim nude and still partially bound. Police quickly searched the home to make sure the intruder was not still hiding inside. They removed the bindings from the victim’s hands. They could see that her hands had been bound so tightly they had started to turn black from lack of circulation.

The investigation into this attack was officially started. Authorities had no way of knowing at the time that they were dealing with the first confirmed attack by the East Area Rapist. This would be a series of attacks that would touch a 400-mile stretch of California over a ten-year period. The pieces to that puzzle would not be put together until later.

The victim was asked to replay the events of what happened to her in her mind to be able to provide police officers with the information and details they needed. She recounted for them what happened. She detailed how the knife was about three or four inches long. She described how the mask seemed to be homemade out of some sort of white coarse material. The only holes in the mask were for the intruder’s eyes. She remembered that he had also been wearing gloves. When the police checked the bathroom, they found balled up towels and baby oil. They theorized that the attacker had lubricated himself prior to waking the victim. The house was a mess with the contents of drawers strewn out all over the floor. The woman felt that her attacker was in his mid-twenties and between 160 to 170 pounds. She estimated his height at five feet, nine inches. She was able to give police some amazing details of her attacker. She said that he had dark hairy arms and legs and that he held the knife in his left hand. Then she told police something that would be a common detail given by many victims of this monster; he had a very small penis.

Police turned their attention to the outside of the home. They quickly determined that the back door had been pried open. The lock had been “slipped”, meaning that a tool or object had been used to release the deadbolt from its locked position. The victim’s purse was found in the yard with its contents scattered. Next, they discovered that the attacker had attempted to cut the phone line leading in to the house. Police began questioning neighbors. A few of them had heard dogs barking around three a.m.

After the police had finished combing through the house, they realized that the only items taken by the intruder were fifteen dollars in cash and two packs of Winston cigarettes. Why would the intruder take items with such minimal value when he had the opportunity to take items with much more value? This was a question that police were left to ponder. They concluded that the sexual assault was the primary motive, the theft of a few small items was almost an afterthought to this perpetrator.

Police removed items from the house to log as evidence, including the balled-up towels from the bathroom. This was 1976, years before DNA technology would be something at the disposal of investigators. Any semen left at the scene could provide vital clues including the suspect’s blood type. After the police had gone, and in the days after the attack, the victim was left to deal with what had happened to her. But, as it turned out, her ordeal wasn’t over. Over the next couple of weeks, the 23-year-old woman began receiving more hang-up phone calls. She received about six calls in total. And while the calls she received prior to her attack bothered her, these new calls would raise an entirely new level of concern.

Eventually these phone calls subsided. In May 1977, almost a year after she was attacked, the rape kit analysis came back. The results showed something interesting about the man who had raped her. He was a non-secretor, which is a medical condition in the body that does not allow a man’s blood type to be determined from a semen sample. This condition is not overly common, in fact, roughly only 15 percent of the population are non-secretors. At this point, it had been almost a year since this woman had been attacked, but she had been trying to move on with her life with each day that passed. But, if things were starting to get back to normal, they wouldn’t last. In late 1977, she started getting phone calls again. She contacted the Sacramento County Sheriff’s Department to let them know she had been getting upsetting phone calls. The police didn’t want to miss an opportunity to get the upper hand on the caller, especially if this turned out to be the man who had attacked and raped her. They put “traps” on her phone which would record any incoming phone call. The authorities monitored every call that came in for weeks but nothing out of the ordinary happened. But then, on January 2, of 1978, a phone came in from someone who apparently had the wrong number. In this short-recorded call, you can hear a man asking, “Is Ray there” and the woman, who is 24 years old by this time, simply tells him he has the wrong number. The call seemed innocent enough. The caller was a very soft-spoken man who apparently had the wrong number. But, just a little bit later that day another call came in. And this call would not be innocent, it was extremely sinister. This recorded phone call, which you can hear on the second season of the Criminology
 podcast, starts with the woman saying hello a few times. On the other end of the line there is silence followed by hissing and heavy breathing. Toward the end it sounds like the caller is whispering through clenched teeth, “gonna kill you” three times, followed by “bitch” several times, then finally “fucking whore” before he hangs up.

Unfortunately, this call was not traced, but it is still extremely valuable. It does sound like the caller on the second call made a concerted effort to disguise his voice on the call. But this was not the case on the first call, which sounded like a man’s natural soft-spoken voice. There was no way to know whether both calls were made by the same person, but if they were, they had the attacker’s voice on tape in that first call. And that soft-spoken type of voice is going to come up again in future attacks. In our interview with Paul Holes, he shed light on these calls:

There’s one recording that is the East Area Rapist. And that is the recording that was made to victim number one who was attacked in June of 1976. He called her in January 1978 and that is the recording that everyone who is familiar with the case has heard. There is no question that is the East Area Rapist.

By the time this call was made to the first victim, this man had attacked over two dozen times in Sacramento County, and he was just getting started. Known originally as the East Area Rapist, then later as the Original Night Stalker or Golden State Killer, this predator would go on to rape more than fifty women. He would also murder at least a dozen people. Season Two of the Criminology
 podcast was dedicated to the victims who survived this monster (they collectively call themselves thrivers!), and those who sadly did not.

Carmichael is a town on the other side of the American River from Rancho Cordova. It is not very far as the crow flies but getting there requires a trip over one of several bridges. The fastest route is to take the Watt Avenue Bridge. But, there was such a serious drought in California in 1976 and 1977 that much of the American River had dried up so that you could almost walk across it. Carmichael boasted a variety of parks and bike trails. The town of roughly 37,000 residents was a tight-knit quiet town. But in the early hours of a mid-July morning, something terrible would occur in Carmichael. On the 4700 block of Marlborough Way, two teenage sisters were home alone after their parents had gone away to a church function for four days. The sisters were fifteen and sixteen years old. Their parents felt secure leaving them home alone. They were good girls, not the type who got into trouble. The parents were also comforted in the fact that they had an FBI agent as a nearby neighbor. The two sisters had an uneventful Friday night and went to bed around 10:30 p.m. That’s early for two teenagers home alone, and it speaks to what type of girls these were. They were not the type to throw a wild party or get into trouble.

Around 2 a.m., the sixteen-year-old sister woke to the feeling of something heavy on top of her. It didn’t take her long to realize that there was a masked man straddling her, and he was holding a knife. The intruder must have sensed that she was about to try to fight him because he began to punch her several times. He told her that if she made a move, he would stick the knife he was holding through her neck. He told her that he just wanted to steal some stuff and he would be gone in thirty minutes. He talked through clenched teeth. He then proceeded to bind her hands and feet using shoelaces, gagged her with a stocking and then tied a belt around her mouth.

Once the intruder was satisfied she was secured, he made his way to her sister’s bedroom. The intruder crept quietly into her room. He was about to wake up the younger sister when she jumped out of bed and tried to hit the man. Her attack missed its mark, and she ran out into the hallway. Defiantly, angrily, the young girl yelled, “Goddamn it, what’s this queer doing here”? She didn’t make it far in her escape attempt as the man caught up to her and struck her on the back of her head with his fist. He dragged her back to her bedroom and laid her on her bed. He warned the girl that he had a knife and that he could kill her. It was at this point, fearing for her life, that she stopped struggling. He tied her up with shoelaces and then left the room to rummage through the house.

He went through bedroom closets and drawers in different rooms of the house. Periodically, he checked in on each of the helpless girls. He threatened the older sister, asking her where her money was. He also asked her where the doctor kept his drugs, mentioning that he had checked the fridge but didn’t find them. It was then that he did the unthinkable. He repeatedly raped the younger of the two sisters. At one point, the intruder lubricated his penis and placed it in the victim’s hands and ordered her to play with it. This would be a detail that many later victims would recount as well. During one of the assaults, he told her, “When I saw you at the junior prom, I knew I had to fuck you.” The two teenage sisters endured two agonizing hours of brutal assault at the hands of this predator. And then the man was gone, and the house was quiet. A moment later, the two girls heard a car start up and drive off.

The younger of the two sisters had suffered the bulk of this violent intruder’s aggression. She was afraid to move even after she thought he was gone and stayed in place for about thirty minutes. When she finally felt that she was safe to do so, she started to move around to free herself.

Meanwhile, the older sister had freed herself and made her way to her younger sister’s bedroom. She grabbed a pair of scissors and was able to cut her sister’s bindings. It was around four in the morning at this point, and the two girls raced to the phone to call police.

Police and emergency medical personnel responded quickly. They determined that the two sisters needed medical attention, and they rushed them to the Sacramento medical center, which was only a few miles away. The authorities notified the girls’ parents who immediately rushed home. At the crime scene, police began their investigation. They determined that the sliding glass door in the rear living room of the house was the point of entry. Pry marks on the door, door jam, and latch were clearly visible.

Police eventually were able to question the two teenage girls. It was then they discovered that only the fifteen-year-old had been sexually assaulted. But, there was no doubt that both girls had been terrorized. Neither girl recalled their attacker wearing gloves, but the police found no prints from the intruder. They described their attacker as being white and sounding like he was young, perhaps between eighteen and twenty years old. They said he was about five feet, ten inches tall with a muscular build. He had worn a mask with eye holes, blue corduroy pants, and what they referred to as “waffle stompers” or hiking boots.

The two traumatized girls relayed some very interesting information to police. The younger sister told authorities that the man had said to her, “When I saw you at the junior prom, I knew I had to fuck you.” But, she also told police that she felt as if the man was making this up. She had a photo of herself with her junior prom date next to her bed. In fact, the words “junior prom” were prominently displayed. She felt as if the man made up this statement after seeing the photograph.

The older sister told investigators what the man had said to her about wanting to know where the drugs were kept, and he had checked the refrigerator. It turned out that their father was indeed a doctor. Was this an indication that the intruder knew the family in some way? Or, was it simply that he had uncovered this fact while he was going through the house? It was of interest to the police that this individual knew enough about prescription drugs to know that some of them needed to be refrigerated. However interesting this information was to police, it was not much for them to go on. They would not be able to come up with a motive or develop a strong suspect in this case.

This attack shared some strong similarities to the one that occurred a month earlier in Rancho Cordova. The victims lived in a single-story home. They were all attacked as they slept by a masked man. There were no parents home at the time when the attacks happened. We can look back now and see the connections between these two cases, but back then, authorities did not immediately link the two together. But for Carmichael, this was the second incident that occurred in the span of a few days in the normally quiet community.

-

The day before the attack on the two sisters, a homeowner in his sixties named Harvey Rehrer, walked into his garage just before five a.m. He discovered a man he didn’t know looking through his tools. Before the startled man could even process what he was seeing, the man in his garage started to beat the homeowner with a club. The victim suffered several severe blows from the club. He tried to escape, but his attacker kept beating him until the homeowner ultimately fell to the ground. While he was laying on the ground, his attacker unholstered a gun. The helpless homeowner scrambled under his car to keep from being shot. The attacker exited the garage and disappeared. This attack happened on the 300 block of Claydon Way in Sacramento, only a mile or so from the attack on the two young sisters the next day.

During the questioning of Harvey Rehrer, the police were particularly interested in the weapon used in his attack. Based on the description he gave, they felt the club was an older style military training club or baton, with one of the ends covered in white padding. There was no way to know if this attacker was a military man or if the club had been stolen from another garage or home nearby. The interest in this club would resurface later related to a subsequent attack. Being a day apart, and only a mile away, police were interested in a possible connection between the two cases. But, they were not able to find anything solid that connected the two events. Harvey’s son Larry Rehrer interviewed for the podcast:

This incident happened to my father, Harvey Rehrer, who has since passed away. He was hit from behind, and he was hit hard, which knocked him to the ground. The guy started hitting him in the body. And my dad was rather small in stature, and he pulled himself under the car, grabbing onto the driveshaft of the car and held on for dear life. The guy was swinging some type of club, and the blows were severe enough that my dad required hundreds of stitches. And when he couldn’t get to my dad’s head anymore, he started pulling my dad’s pants off to get to his wallet. He did finally get the wallet, and then he ran off leaving very little evidence behind of himself. My dad crawled over to the next-door neighbor’s house, yelling, ‘Bill, Bill,’ which was the name of the man who lived there. They came out to find my dad basically clinging to life. The police and the ambulance were called, and my dad was transported down to Mercy.

It had been over two months since the Paseo Drive rape had occurred, and the phone calls to that victim following her attack had ended. Neighbors, who had received similar calls before the attack, did not receive any calls afterwards. It seemed like an isolated incident. Perhaps the attacker singled out the 23-year-old victim, and calls to the neighbors were nothing more than a coincidence.

On August 28, around ten p.m., the homeowner on Del Rey Court who had previously had someone break his fence, once again had someone cut through the fence. The owner had earlier put up brand new boards to keep people from cutting through his yard, but on this night, whoever cut through the yard broke the fence again to access the shortcut. The homeowner heard someone possibly climbing the fence. Another neighbor had earlier complained about someone frequently cutting through his yard as well as leaving his side gate open. This neighbor went so far as to nail the side gate shut. Around ten-thirty that night, a homeowner on the 10000 block of Malaga Way walked out of his house and started his car to leave for work. The 46-year-old Sacramento Municipal Utility District employee had just switched from the day shift to the night shift the previous day. SMUD, as it is known, is the primary electricity provider for Sacramento County. The homeowner left his family inside the house when he left for work, including his 41-year-old wife, and two daughters, twelve and fifteen.

The mother and her two daughters were on only their second night alone in the house. It was hot that time of year in California with temperatures that day reaching 100 degrees. The youngest daughter decided to sleep with her window open hoping to catch some relief from the night air.

Around three-twenty in the morning, something woke her. It was the sound of the wind chimes hanging from her curtain rods rattling. She opened her eyes and looked towards the window. It was then that she saw the unmistakable outline of a masked man outside of her window, and a gloved hand trying to pry the screen on her window loose. The 12-year-old didn’t hesitate bolting to her mother’s bedroom. She woke up her mother in a terrified panic. The two of them ran back into the daughter’s bedroom, and the mom looked outside for any signs of the prowler but didn’t see anything. But, she did pick up the scent of what smelled like aftershave in the still night air. The anxious pair hustled to the older daughter’s room to wake her up and make sure she was okay. The older girl was fine, and she barely woke up as they were describing to her what happened.

The mother was about the call the police, but before she did she wanted to take another look in the backyard to see if there was anyone out there. She and her younger daughter went back into her bedroom to get a good look out the window. They were terrified to see a masked man staring at them through the bedroom window. The man, after seeing the pair, turned and ran off. The mother grabbed her young daughter, and they both made their way to the kitchen. She grabbed the phone and crouched down on the floor and started to call the operator. Before she could dial, they heard a smashing sound coming from the youngest daughter’s bedroom. Then, they heard her wind chimes dropping to the floor. Almost instantly, the masked man was running down their hallway towards the kitchen. Paul Holes shed some light on this attack:

Attack number three occurred right around the corner, you have a teenage girl and a mom who see our offender nude from the waist down. Their description is very similar to the first victim’s East Area Rapist’s description.

The attacker was brandishing two weapons: a gun he held in his left hand, and a club he held in his right. The mother and daughter had to have been in shock seeing a masked man armed with weapons who was nude from the waist down. The masked man said in a low growl through clenched teeth, “Freeze or I’ll kill you, hang up the phone.” Then he asked the mother who else was in the house, and she replied that her other daughter was asleep in her bedroom. It was at this point that the mother made a desperate and brave decision. Thinking only of her daughters, she leapt at the man and attempted to grab at his gun to either gain control of it or knock it out of his hand. During the scuffle, this mother sensed that this man was weak, and she started to get the upper hand in the fight. But, the man pulled back and smashed her in the head with the club he had in his other hand. While this is happening, the daughter was screaming hysterically. The man hit the mother repeatedly, and, when she finally let go of the gun, he pistol whipped her with it.

Once the intruder was back in control, he told the pair, “Don’t worry all I want is your money, I won’t hurt you if you cooperate.” That was a tough statement for the mother to accept since the man was nude from the waist down. She knew in her heart that he was not telling the truth. As the man attempted to get them both down on the floor to tie them up, she decided this was her last chance to make a move. She jumped up and caught the attacker off guard while he was in the act of trying to tie them. They started to struggle again, and the mother once again began to overpower the man. She quickly grabbed her daughter and headed straight for the door. As she made it to the door, she felt blows to the back of her head. The man had caught up with her and was reigning blows down on her head with the club. This woman was determined that the man was not going to get her daughter, and she pushed the 12-year-old out of the front door. After a short struggle, the mother was able to make it out the front door herself. They ran off screaming toward a neighbor’s house. The neighbor heard their screams and opened the door quickly to let them.

At this point the older daughter was still in the house. There’s no way that she could have slept through the entire ordeal and it turns out that she didn’t. While her mother and sister were running to the neighbor’s house, she was making her escape out her bedroom window. She saw the pair running and followed them in the same direction.

At this point, the attacker had lost any semblance of control. He attempted to attack a house with three females, and they were all able to get away from him. This guy didn’t run off to get away quickly. He simply walked to a yard nearby. The homeowner whose yard he had crept into got a good look at him. She thought that he was wearing white shorts because the skin of his naked body was so white. The man hid in this homeowner’s bushes for a few minutes. Then, he stood up and walked, not ran, down Malaga Way.

The neighbor who let the girls into their house called the police. The call to police came in at 3:28 a.m., which was about eight minutes after the daughter was awakened by the sound of her wind chimes. This would have been an extremely terrifying eight minutes for the residents of that household. Although the mother was hurt badly, she did what any parent would hope they would have the strength to do to keep their kids from being harmed.

Police arrived at the scene a few minutes later. When they assessed the mother, they discovered just how badly she was hurt. She was bloody from the blows she received to her head. Although badly shaken, both the mother and younger daughter were able to give details of their attacker to police. They described him as having a mask, some type of stocking, with slits for eyes. They also said that he was wearing black gloves, a light-colored shirt, and interestingly, a black lineman’s belt on his waist. This is the type of belt that people wear who have jobs that require climbing. They said he was about five feet, ten inches tall, thin, and about 160-170 pounds. One other thing that caught their attention was that he had a noticeably small penis. They described the man’s voice as almost timid, or nervous, and he spoke through clenched teeth. They felt that he sounded like he was between eighteen and thirty years of age. They also described that he smelled strongly of aftershave. The gun he carried in his left hand, a revolver, was small, with maybe a two-inch barrel. The description of the club that he used to hit the mother was very similar to what had been used in the garage attack on Harry Rehrer in Carmichael. Police thought the attacker was left handed since he carried his gun in his left hand. Also, when he started to beat the mother with the club, he switched it into his left hand. This lined up with what the victim in the June 1976 attack on Paseo had told police, that he held his knife in his left hand. The ambulance arrived and took the injured mother to the hospital. She was badly hurt but, after medical care and stitches, she would make a full recovery.

The police combed the crime scene inside the house for clues. They found out first hand how brutal the fight was; blood covered the floor and the walls. They made their way through the house. They found broken picture frames, the phone yanked from the wall, and a black shoelace lying neatly on a chair. The intruder had planned to use this to tie up his victims. Police also found torn pieces of a towel. Outside the youngest daughter’s bedroom, they found a chair that the intruder had used to stand on to get into her window.

While police were out searching the neighborhood, they discovered a possible suspect. They encountered a mother looking for her 21-year-old son. She said he had not come home. They lived within a two-minute walk of the victims. They also lived close to the victim of the attack earlier that June. Police found the son quickly, questioned him, but he was evasive and shifty with his answers. He was brought into the station and police questioned people who knew him. An ex-girlfriend who was questioned described this man as very odd, and she told police he had a small, extremely thin penis. Police were very interested in this guy as a suspect. Later, though, it was determined through investigative measures that he was not the rapist.

On August 31, just two nights after the Malaga Way attack, the woman who saw the attacker make his get away had her own unsettling experience. Her home was broken into, but she was not attacked. But, this is a lot of activity in a small section of a normally quiet area. There had been two attacks, a little more than two months apart, only separated by 456 feet. Even if the police weren’t aware of a connection to the July Marlborough Way attack in Carmichael on the two sisters, they had to have put together quickly these latest two attacks. The same physical descriptions were given of the attacker. Both attacks happened around the same time of the early morning. In both attacks, females in single-story homes were targeted. The biggest link between the two was the fact that both attackers had shown up and possibly left nude from the waist down. As it turned out, this latest attack was reminiscent of an attack that occurred the previous October in 1975, just a quarter of a mile away.

On October 21, 1975, a woman and her two daughters were attacked in the area of Dawes and Dolecetto in Rancho Cordova. A masked man broken into a home and repeatedly raped the 36-year-old mother and both of her daughters, aged eighteen and seven. The man entered the home through the garage and then through an unlocked door leading to the kitchen. He threatened the family with a knife. He tied up the mother and oldest daughter in one room and the youngest daughter in another room.

After committing these brutal rapes, he left the house, and the mother was able to free herself and her children and get to a neighbor’s house to call the police. They described their attacker as a black male, between twenty and twenty-five years old, wearing a fatigue type of shirt. They said he was about 5 feet, six inches, weighed about 150 pounds, and had short hair. Police investigated the house and found that the man had ransacked it before leaving. The victims would later tell police that they thought the man was white and not black. We don’t know for sure whether this was the work of the East Area Rapist, but the targeting of a woman and her two daughters so close to the other attack makes it very possible that it was.

There were several incidents in 1974 and 1975 that occurred in and around the area of Dawes and Dolecetto. There was a cluster of home burglaries and prowlings. In one incident, police officer Richard Shelby was called out to respond to a break-in at a home where the owners were away. Richard Shelby did an interview for Season Two of Criminology
 and said this about the incidents during that timeframe:

Neighbors saw someone prowling around in that house and called us. We got there and saw nothing. And as soon as we left, we got a call a call to come back. The neighbor said that as soon as we left, the guy jumped off the roof and hit the ground running. I had only seen that one before and it in a video of a Seal training tape. This guy jumped off the roof and ran right to the fence and jumped over it. He was about sixteen years old, wearing military fatigues, 5’9”, blond hair and thin.

There were multiple incidents of dogs being bludgeoned to death around the Dawes and Dolecetto area. Shelby felt strongly that the youth who had jumped off the roof was on a prowling and burglary spree and had likely killed the dogs when confronted by them during his crimes. With so much crime occurring in a normally peaceful area, residents would have been on high alert after the Malaga Way attack on the mother and her two daughters. People in Carmichael were on edge as well after the details of Marlborough Way attack came out. People may have thought this was just an isolated incident, but sadly that would turn out not to be the case. In the middle of August, about two weeks after the attack on the sisters, a man in another part of Carmichael reported a prowler in his yard. This occurred on the 4800 block of Crestview Drive. A couple days later, a nearby home was broken into, but the owners didn’t find anything missing.

On Saturday September 4, 1976, a 29-year-old woman decided to stop by her parents’ home on the 4800 block of Crestview to do some laundry. Her washing machine was not working, and since her parents weren’t home, this seemed like the perfect way to get her laundry done. The recently divorced woman and young mother pulled up to her parents’ home around 6 p.m. She entered the home through the garage and carried her laundry in with her. She didn’t bother to shut the garage door behind her. She spent about five hours doing laundry, and then around 11 p.m., packed it all into her laundry basket and carried it to her car. As she was loading the laundry into the trunk of her car, she felt a hand on her shoulder. Before she could look up, she was yanked around and saw a man wearing a mask standing in front of her. Before she could react, the man punched her in the face breaking her nose. She was knocked out for a moment and fell to the ground. When she came to, the man said, “Don’t look at me, if you look at me, I’ll slit your throat.” It was at this point that the man picked her up off the ground and dragged the dazed woman through the garage and into the house. Once they were inside, he assured the woman that he just wanted her car and money because he was trying to get to Bakersfield. But he did tell her again that he would slit her throat if she looked at him. He pulled out white shoelaces and tightly tied her hands behind her back. He forced the woman to walk through various rooms of the house, as if he was seeing who else was there. Along the way, he asked her if anyone else was due to come home.

After feeling confident that they were alone, he pulled the bound woman into a bedroom and threw her onto the bed. He tied her feet together, and then blindfolded and gagged her. He left the room, and the woman could hear him going through drawers in other rooms of the house. She then heard him in the kitchen, and she could tell he had sat down to eat something. He came back every few minutes to check on the bound woman and told her repeatedly that he would kill her if she moved. At some point, she thought she could hear the man whispering, perhaps on the phone, but she wasn’t sure. The man entered the bedroom, and she could hear the unmistakable sound of him lubricating himself. Then, she felt the man sit down on the bed next to her, and she felt his penis in her bound hands. “Do it right or I’ll kill you,” the masked man hissed at her through clenched teeth. He cut off her clothes with the knife, and then he held it to her throat and told her she had a nice body. The woman endured over two hours of sexual assault at the hands of his masked man.

Sometime after midnight, the masked rapist dragged the woman back outside and tied her to a patio post. The terrified woman heard the man get in her car and drive off. Her night of terror was finally over.

The police were summoned to the house, and eventually, so was the victim’s sister. The 29-year-old woman was in bad shape. She had been beaten, raped, and tortured for hours. Her hands were black from the tightly tied ligatures. She was immediately taken to nearby Kaiser hospital.

Police made their way into the house to search for clues and evidence. All the lights in the house were off except for one. They found the back door had been propped open, and the air conditioning unit had been unplugged. Two empty Coors Light beer cans were found in the kitchen.

Later that morning around 7 a.m., the victim’s car was found on Oakgreen Circle, which was about a quarter mile west of the crime scene and just a few minutes drive. It turns out, the attacker could simply have walked through a few yards and reached the location where the car was discovered. So, it’s a bit odd that he decided to steal her car in the first place.

Police were able to question the victim, and she gave them some good information. She told them that the man who attacked her was white, had a slim build, and was about five feet, eight inches or five feet, nine inches. She went on to describe the mask he wore as being homemade, from gray flannel material with holes for the eyes and mouth. She said that he had spoken to her in a whisper through clenched teeth.

It’s important to examine the events in the days leading up to this brutal attack. A few different homes on the 4800 block of Crestview had been the scene of suspicious activity, this included the prowler in the yard and the home that was broken into but appeared not to have been robbed. Then this attack and rape occurred, and there are some similarities to previous attacks. But, there are also some differences as well. This rape victim was attacked outside of the home and forced back inside. The other attacks occurred in the middle of the night while victims were asleep. Also, this attack was far more brutal than others before it in terms of the physical violence that occurred. It would have been difficult for police to link these rapes, which span a three-month period and crisscross the towns of Rancho Cordova and Carmichael. It’s easy to sit back now and analyze everything and see that it’s likely these cases are related. But the police investigating these crimes at the time had to sort through all the evidence, clues, and modus operandi to see if they had a serial rapist on the loose. If they were thinking that, they had to wonder when and where he would strike next. As it turns out, they wouldn’t have to wait long to find out.
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